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ployers and workers. Despite all his attempts at compromise, 
the government and the employers were adamant in forcing 
the issue. The militants wanted to extend the strikes to the 
underground train operators and the power workers, and 
Cousins · was forced to consider. this. The busmen's struggle 
resulted in increases to the railway workers, electric power 
workers, and other sections. 
Cousins mano::uvred very successfully, placing the respon
sibility for failure to broaden the strike on the shoulders of 
the General Council of the Trades Union Congress; the 
latter body was terrified at the demand for extension, as this 
would have provided an open challenge to the Tory govern
mep.t. The government would have replied to the bringing 
out of the power workers and petrol lorry drivers by calling 
in the Army, and this in turn would have promoted further 
extensions of the stoppage and the rapid development of a 
pre-revolutionary situation. This frightened the Trades Union 
Congress more than anything. Behind the scenes, the TUC 
leaders were whimpering that "constitutional" government 
would be threatened under such conditions. 
Thus once again was the lesson brought out that inherent 
in reformism lies the inevitability of betrayal once a mass 
movement of the working class gets under way. On the 
other hand, the strength of the resistance shown by the b1�s 
and other workers compelled the Tory· government to retreat 
- for the time being. The Tories await a more favorable
occasion to come to grips with the working class. For the
last three years the Federation of British Industries, the
banks, the Tory back_benchers and the right-wing press have
been clamoring for action ag�inst . the workers. They were
held back, first by Eden and now by Macmillan, on the
ground that any gains from a head-on clash would be
cancelled by loss in trade and the possibility of provoking a 
revolutionary outbreak on the part c;>f the workers. Reluctant
ly, the government has retreated to a formula of 3 % wage 
increases, as compared to the retreat to 5 % in former years.
The government is waiting for the onset of mass unemploy-

Greece 

* 

FOURTH INTERNATIONAL 

ment in the winter of 1958-9, with the spread of the 
slump,. when it will be impossible any longer to postpone 
a showdown, before moving again to settle accounts with 
the workers. 
While the trade-union and Labour leaders are lulling the 
wo�kers with a perspective of "co:r;npromise" with the em
ployers and the government, the latter is preparing its 
implacable revenge. 
A new consciousness has been developed in the last period 
within the working class. The attitude of the mass of the 
organizecl workers to both economic and political problems 
is on a far higher level than before the war. In the last 
months,· apart from the big strikes mentioned, there has 
been a wave of -disputes up and down the country in defense 
of union organization and to prevent the victimization . of 
shop stewards and other militants. The workers, instinctively, 
have in all disputes regarded with loathing and abhorrence 
those tools of the class enemy who scabbed or refused to 
join the unions under these <;onditions. They have refu"sed 
to work with, speak to, or have anything at all to do with, 
blacklegs. This "harsh" and uncompromising attitude has 
alarmed the employers, who have tried to exert pressure 
on the workers to change it, through the press, the Church, 
and even the reformist leaders. Yet, despite this tremendous· 
barrage of p:ropaganda, the workers have proudly maintained 
their cla:,'!. \�nd. 
The workers bJtve understood class solidarity as the most 
important asped: of all these struggles. They have grasped 
the necessity of defending their organization, their cohesion 
and solidarity, as the most, precious of weapons. In this way, 
they are prepared and hardened, at this level, for the great 
struggles ahead. On this basis, the revolutionary current 
must explain the need to preserve a class front and to 
launch an offensive against the bosses at a time favorable to
the workers. The revolutionists must consistently expose the 
cowardice and pusillanimity of the TUC and the reformist 
leaders. 
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ELECTION RESULTS 

The May 11th 1958 parliamentary elections upset the plans 
of the bourgeoisie and imperialism. The EDA, legal camou
flage of the Greek Com!Ilunist Party, brought off a brilliant 
victory by winning the majority in the country's biggest 
urban centres, and the greatest number of votes on the 
. national scale, arriving just after the ERE party of Karaman
lis, the present premier. 
The election law saw to it that the first two parties would 
benefit scandalously by their position so as to share between 
them the greatest number of parliamentary seats. As a result 
of the EDA's reaching second place (instead of the bourgeois 
party of the liberals, as had been expected), it. had, with 
24.3 % of the vote&, a right.to 79 parliamentary seats (out of 
300!). 
The EDA's victory is, however, a real one. Compared to 
the 1956 elections, it won 50 % more votes and won in all 
the big cities.: Athens, the Pirreus, Salonika, Volos, Larissa, · 
etc. The fact that it was forced to present itself at the 
elections alone, without the compromising alliance with the 
reactionary party of Markezinis (since he rejected the 
alliance), far from losing it votes, on the contrary contributed 

to polarizing the anti-capitalist and anti-imperialist current 
of the masses around its banner. 
In voting for the EDA, the masses voted above all against 
the poverty policy of the Karamanlis government and its 
servile submission to the dictates of American imperialism . 
The reaction, panicked by the election results, is now trying 
to neutralize them by every means. In order to reduce the 
number of deputies elected by the EDA, the government wants 
to invalidate their election by arguing that the EDA is an 
alliance and not an autonomous party with a right to the 
advantages of the election law, etc. And furthermore, to 
terrorize the masses who voted for the EDA, the government 
is again stepping up measures of police repression. 
The masses, however, stimulated by the election victory, are 
disposed to fight for their democratic and economic demands. 
The main obstacle to their militant regroupment remains the 
arch-opportunist parliamentary policy of the EDA, centred 
round the slogan of the "Popular Front" with the bourgeois 
parties of the opposition, in order to influence particularly 
the foreign policy of the Greek government. 
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CONGRESS OF REVOLUTIONARY UNIFICATION 

The three-day unification conference of the Socialist Party 
(Marxist), the Mazdoor Communist Party, and the Commu
nist League, to form the Revolutionary Workers' Party of 
India, took place in Calcutta from May 31st to June 2nd 

1958, 2!: a step toward the consolidation of all Marxist forces ....., 
in India. The conference was attended by delegates of the 
three constituent organizations from Bihar, United Provinces, 
Rajasthan, Bombay, Gujrat, Saurastra, Madras, Andhra, and 




