
national liberation forces, "implant" the revolutionarv 
approach and realism in the resolutions of the Second 
Congress of the Corn intern which proceeded from Lenin's 
theory as applied to the national and the national-colonial 
questions, and falsify the Comintern's role in the Chinese 
�evolution of 1925-1?27. The st1}ng of their misconcep
t1 ons stei:ns froll? a 11_11sun_derstandmg or misinterpretation 
of the mternat10nahst fundamentals of Leninism and 
works_ its way through the interpretation of the diversified
e:re:1ence, of the Secoi:-d_ Con�ress to the subjects of the
C

_.
onun_tern s actual policies with respect to the national

hberat10n movement in any particular country. 

THE ORIGIN OF THE INDIAN COl\t.DillNIST 
MOVEMENT AND THE COMINTERN'S ORIENTAL 
POLICY (1918-1921) 

M.A. PERSITS

The subject of the Indian revolutionaries in exile and the 
emergence or the Indian communist movement in the Land 
of Sovietsl is treated superficially, if at all, in a host of 
books on the Comintern's general history, ,vritten by bour
geois and social-reformist authors. \Ve shall, therefore, 
tum our attention to those books by bourgeois writers 
which, although eschewing special study of the subject 
of interest to . us, still give it a more or less detailed treat
ment. These are the works about the history of the com
munist movement in India, the relationship between inter
national communism and Indian nationalism, books about 
the contacts between the Bolsheviks and Indian Commu
nists, as well as ·works on Soviet-British relations. The rel
evant general theoretical and political issues, dealt with 
in these books, are still an object of a pitched ideological 
battle. 

Considering the activities of the Indian revolutionaries 
in Soviet Russia, bourgeois historians play down in every 
way, or altogether deny the international importance of the 
October Revolution and, in particular, its immense effect 
on India. They view the Caliphate exodus from India in 
1920 as nothing short of a religious movement, trying to 
prove that the communist movement had no national 
ground to stand on in India; the Soviet policy and the Co
mintern's advocacy of all-round support for the national 

1 For details see: _M.A. Persits, Op. cit.
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tions of the colonial East. 
S

?, the anti-communist guidelines have constrained many
foreign_ scholar� to c�nst_ruct unprovable theories totally
at �anance with obJective reality. Unfortunately, this
�ppbes to a _number of works in Indian bourgeois histo
nography whic_h, generally, is more objective in its assess
ment ?f the history of the origin of the communist move
ment m that country as well as of the oriental policies
of Soviet Russia and the Comintern. 

SOME PROBLEMS OF THE STRATEGY AND TACTICS 

OF THE INDIAN NATIONAL LIBERATION 

AND COMMUNIST MOVEMENT 

0. V. MARTYSHIN

The Comintern's history is bound up in a thousand and 
one ways with modern times. It was brought into being to 
meet strategic objectives, some of which still confront the 
progressive political forces of many nations. Any interpre
tation of the Comintern's line has to be made with an eye 
on present-day realities, \vhether one likes it or not. Even 
various students of the Comintern's policies in Asia, notably 
in India, have found it right and proper to acknowledge this. 
"Our aim has been to make a contribution towards the 
understanding of recent developments by placing them in an 
historical perspective," Helene Carrere d' Encausse and 
Stuart R. Schram ½'rite in their preface to an English edition 
of their book Marxism and Asia.1 The American student of 
M. N. Roy's activities, John Patrick Haithcox, remarks that
the current controversy about a "proper attitude to 'bour
geois nationalistic' regimes in the 'third world' is a modern
manifestation of that delicate problem which has agitated
the minds of Communists ever since the Comintern was
established".2

Naturally, the problems now being resolved by revolu
tionary forces in the countries of Asia and Africa and the 
conditions they have to operate in are not identical to the 
aims ahd conditions of the - struggle in the colonial and 

1 Helene Carrere d'Encausse, Stuart R- Schram, Marxism and 
Asia, The Penguin Press, London, 1969, p. VII. 

2 John Patrick Haith cox, Op. cit., p. 215, 
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