


























US Search for Peace

Imperialist efforts continue to
enforce a capitulationist settlement in
the Middle East, based on negation of
the Palestinian people’s rights of retum,
self-determination and establishing an
independent Palestinian state. In addi-
tion to imperialism and Zionism, the set-
tlement efforts have gained the support
of Arab and Palestinian reactionaries.
The settlement includes different con-
cepts for resolving the Palestinian issue.
These range from ‘autonomy’ in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, with con-
tinued Zionist control, as specified in the
Camp David accords and advocated by
the Likud; to a Jordanian-Palestinian
confederation under the control of king
Hussein (the position of the Jordanian
regime and the Arafat leadership).

Reaching an imperialist settlement
is a comerstone in the US’s foreign pol-
icy, in order to consolidate the Zionist
entity and its own domination of the Mid-
dle East. The US drive forimposing such
a settlement is two-pronged. One prong
is attacking and intimidating the
nationalist forces as manifest in the US
aggression on Libya and the US-Zionist
threats against Syria. The Zionists' iron
fist policy in occupied Palestine is
another component of this policy. Since
August 1985, 33 Palestinians have been
deported and 125 remain under indefi-
nite administrative detention. To this is
added the Jordanian-Zionist attempts to
find alternatives to the PLO - the sole,
legitimate representative of the Palesti-
nian people. These attempts include the
efforts to appoint the municipal councils
in the West Bank and the new Jordanian
election law.

The other prong is reorganizing the
Middle East in preparation for a settle-
ment that would liquidate the Palestinian
cause. To this end, US Vice-President
George Bush and Undersecretary of
State Richard Murphy visited the Middle
East in the second week of April.
Although Bush's statement, that the US
was beginning a new ‘peace’ initiative,
was denied by the State Department,
another of his statements was more to
the point. Bush said that one of the main
reasons for the trip was «to survey the
possibilities of moving the peace pro-
cess forward.» It is well to remember
that, to the US, the ‘peace’ process
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means reaching at a settiement without
the PLO, or with a non-effective PLO
that has surrendered totally to the
imperialist-Zionist conditions. This was
the reason for the magnitude of the US-
financed Zionist invasion of Lebanon,
and the timing of the Reagan plan which
was forwarded in September 1982, right
after the withdrawal of the Palestinian
revolution’s forces from Beirut.

The settlement process gained
momentum on the Arab level after the
deviating PLO leadership broke the iso-
lation of the Camp David regime in
Egypt, and then signed the Amman
accord with King Hussein. The Amman
accord states that Jordan and the PLO
will work jointly for ‘peace’ with a view
towards a confederated Jordanian-
Palestinian state. The process faced
obstacles when King Hussein failed to
get Arafat to give up his last card by rec-
ognizing Security Council resolutions
242 and 338 in accordance with US
demands, without any assurance that
the US would recognize the Palesti-
nians’ right to self-determination. Those
tactical differences between Hussein
and Arafat caused Hussein to announce
the freezing of their coordination. This in
tumn caused alarm in the Arab reactio-
nary camp. Egypt, Saudi Arabia,
Morocco and Iraq all offered their ser-
vices to mediate between Arafat and
Hussein. At the same time, King Hus-
sein and the Zionist state failed in their
efforts to find acceptable figures to act
as an alternative leadership for the PLO,
especially after the execution of the col-
laborator, Zafer al Masri. Afterwards,
Hussein cooled down his overt attack on
the PLO, while US State Department
spokesman Charles Redman said, «Itis
obvious that we have embarked on a
period of reflection on the part of all par-
ties.»

Hussein opens a new front vs.

the PLO

King Hussein changed his tactics in
keeping with the essence of his strategy
for absorbing the Palestinian cause. He
worked to weaken the PLO through new
methods. The new election law in Jor-
dan is one of these efforts. This law is in
contradiction with the Rabat summit
decisions that the PLO is the sole legiti-

mate representative of the Palestinian
people. The election law divides the
seats in the Jordanian parliament into
two equal categories: those for the West
Bank and the Palestinian refugee camps
in Jordan on the one hand, and those for
the East Bank, i.e., Jordan, on the other.
This is an attempt to give legitimacy to
Jordanian claims to represent the Pales-
tinians.

Hussein's other effort was sponsor-
ing a mutiny among Arafat's military
forces in Jordan. The leader of this split
is Atallah Atallah (Abu al Zaim), well-
known as a puppet of the Jordanian
regime. One of the issues raised by the
mutineers was blaming Arafat for the
deteriorations of relations with Jordan, in
adirect echo of King Hussein’s February
speech. Hussein is coupling these steps
with an ongoing campaign of repression
against democratic and even liberal
forces. (See update on Jordan's iron
fist.)

Arafat, however, has disregarded
these facts, just as he disregards the
hopes of the Palestinian people for the
cancellation of the Amman accord.

Meanwhile, the reactionary Arab
forces continue preparations for a settle-
ment. The godfather of Camp David,
King Hassan of Morocco, has re-
peatedly called for a meeting between
an Arab leader selected by an Arab sum-
mit, and the Zionist prime minister
Peres. This is part of the efforts to condi-
tion the Arab people into accepting the
existence of the Zionist entity, as a pre-
condition for enforcement of the
capitulationist settlement.

Zionism’s preparations
Preparations for a settlement also
continue on the Israeli side. Polarization
has become more apparent on the
Israeli political scene. On the one hand,
there are the extremist, vocally racist
Zionists that refuse any possibility of giv-
ing even token concessions. This
includes the majority of the Likud and
small ultraconservative parties like Kach
and Tehiya, who remind us of the Ku
Klux Klan. On the other hand, there are
the so-called moderate, but essentially
no less racist Zionists who are more in
tune with imperialist policy. This camp is
mainly represented by the Labor Party



and its partners in the Labor Alignment.
They envision the possibility of token
military withdrawal from parts of the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, in return for
economic and cultural occupation of the
entire Middle East, and gaining historical
legitimacy for the Zionist entity.

Recent polls show a clear increase
in the popularity of Peres. This explains
the Labor Party’s continuing attempts to
divide the national unity government
with the Likud, and the calls for new elec-
tions. In an attempt to deceive public
opinion, Peres has continued to make
remarks about readiness to negotiate
with Palestinians from the West Bank in
the framework of a solution with Jordan.

In his opening speech to the Labor Party
congress in early April, Peres said, «We
want to say to the Palestinians that we
recognize you as a people and it is not
our intention to destroy you. We don't
want to solve our disputes by force...The
only way to solve the conflict is through
dialogue between Israel and represen-
tatives of the Palestinians willing to work
for a settlement.» This means Palesti-
nians who have submitted totally to the
Zionist conditions.

As quoted by the Zionist radio, the
prime minister clarified that: «Israel will
continue the transfer of local and munic-
ipal authority to the Arabs in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, and will be ready

to transfer additional powers in that field.
We will be ready to give all or part of
these areas, like the Gaza Strip, self-rule
as a first stage...Israel recognizes the
fact that all inhabitants of the West Bank
are Jordanian citizens...represented in
the Jordanian parliament.»

These political developments in the
Zionist entity are clear echos of US pol-
icy in the Middle East. There is nothing
new in essence, just the Zionist poison
being offered with a sugar coating. The
US may, however, be faced with the
need for resolving the political differ-
ences in the Zionist governmentin a way
whereby the Labor Alignment takes the
majority in the Knesset.

Jordan'’s Iron Fist — Update

The Jordanian authorities have
continued the repressive campaign
begun in November 1985, against the
nationalist forces, trade unions and
other mass organizations. Towards the
end of January, they arrested the writer
Subhi Taha, member of the Jordanian
Writers Association and the General
Union of Palestinian Writers and Jour-
nalists. On January 26th, a military court
sentenced Ali Hamdan Zayoudi to five
years imprisonment on charges of
belonging to the Jordanian Communist
Party, without having provided him with
a defense lawyer.

According to information received
from the relatives of detainees, the
authorities are in the process of bringing
many other detainees to ‘trial’ in the
military court. This ignores the calls of
international human rights organiza-
tions, local politicians and trade
unionists for the release of these
detainees. It also ignores their calls for
an end to the fierce campaign of arrests
and military trials which violates all civil
and democratic rights.

At the same time, the intelligence
service has been repeatedly calling a
number of citizens for interrogation.
Three members of the elected adminis-
trative board of the youth center in the
Hussein Palestinian refugee camp were
summoned: Director Akram Habash,
Majed Hamam and Musa Odeh. For a
whole week, they were beaten, insulted
and threatened, and had their passports
confiscated, for no other reason than
their membership in the board. In view of
the regime’s current efforts to make a
deal with the Zionist enemy, bypassing

the PLO, it is imperative to silence the
popular forces on all levels.

Member of parliament, Doctor
Nawaiseh sent a protest to the parlia-
ment concerning the security forces’
attempt to aitack him while he was
speaking 10 a group of citizens at the
trade union building in Karak on Feb-
ruary 24th. (Dr. Nawaiseh's subject was
the new election law which increases the
members of parliament, providing for
more ‘Palestinian’ representatives, as
part of the regime’s plan to act as their
political spokesman.) As Dr. Nawaiseh
was speaking, a large group of police-
men and security officers barged into the
trade union building; they ordered him to
be silent and to disperse the audience.
They surrounded him, pointing their
automatic rifles in his face, when he tried
to discuss the matter reasonably. In the
face of what he called this «democracy
at gunpoint», he deemed it better to ask
the audience to leave and end the
speech.

More recently, the Jordanian
authorities moved to silence cultural and
journalistic circles. A number of writers
were banned from writing in local pap-
ers, including: Khaled Mahadin, Bader
Abdel Haq and Ziad Al Shilah of A/ Rai,
Abdul Raheem Omar and Tawfiq al
Abed of Saut al Shaab, and Lamis
Andone of Jordan Times. Previously,
the authorities had banned the famous
journalist, Fahd Al Remawi, from writing
in Al Ra'i.

Solidarity with political

prisoners

Several local and international

organizations have begun a solidarity
campaign with the militant, Breik al
Hadid, who has served eight years in
Jordanian jails. They are demanding his
immediate release. On February 18th,
Hadid began a hunger strike to protest
his continued detention. Other political
prisoners in the same jail joined in the
strike. Hadid's health is deteriorating
and the Committee for the Defense of
Democratic Freedoms in Jordan issued
an urgent appeal for efforts to save his
life.

On March 14th, the General
Assembly of Insurance, Bank and
Accounting Workers sent a warm greet-
ing to their fellow unionist, the militant
Abdul Razaq Saed, secretary of the
union, who is serving a five-year sen-
tence, passed by the military court, for
charges of membership in the PFLP.

How King Hussein
‘celebrated’ Land Day

The real indication of the Jordanian
regime’s respect for Palestinian land
and rights came in its crack-down on
activities held in Jordan for the occasion
of the Day of the Land. The authorities
stormed the headquarters of the Bank
Workers’ Union and forbid a planned
conference for the Day of the Land. The
following members of the administrative
council of the union were interrogated by
the intelligence forces: Hayder Ra-
sheed, Mohammad Kasem, Musa
Kwedil. Another member of the union
was detained. The security authorities
also forced the dismissal of three mem-
bers of the administrative council of
Zarqa camp's youth center, and three of
Wehdat camp'’s youth center. A number
of youth were interrogated on the Day of
the Land. o
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the Zionist state after the 1948 occupa-
tion, were ‘integrated’ into the Israeli
labor force. Segregation would be a
more correct description. Racist dis-
crimination barred them from many
white collar jobs, while security pretexts
ruled out employment in military and
other industries considered strategic by
the Zionist leadership. Other forms of
discrimination mitigated against the
Palestinians forming a stable, concen-
trated industrial proletariat. Industry was
not established in Palestinian com-
munities. Rather, Palestinians had to
commute to work sites placed according
to Israeli socioeconomic needs.

The Histadrut played a pivotal role
in this official policy. It controls 25% of
Israeli industry, but has not established
a single factory in Palestinian com-
munities. Though it runs hundreds of
vocational schools for Jews, there are
only two for Palestinian Arabs, showing
the intention to keep the latter in unskil-
led jobs. These discrepancies are obvi-
ous in the Galilee: Nazareth is the home
of 28,000 Palestinian workers, but has
no factories; 61% must commute to
work. In contrast, the nearby Jewish set-
tlement, Upper Nazareth, has a work
force of only 11,000, but 160 workplaces
and factories (A/ Fajr, June 21, 1985).

Institutionalized discrimination oc-
curs under many guises. Though Pales-
tinian workers in the Zionist state can
now hold health and unemployment
insurance, they are cut off from many
other benefits (especially in child sup-

port and housing) which are reserved for
those who have served in the Israeli
occupation army. No Palestinians live in
the 150,000 fiats built by the Histadrut.
Palestinians are also subject to arbitrary
treatment when seeking to use benefits
to which they are entitled, due to the
racism of the Israeli officials and civil ser-
vants.

Pay is patently unequal. A repor-
tage in Al Fajr, May 20, 1983, related a
typical pattern: «A young worker
described a situation in the Kitane fac-
tory in Beit Shan, inside the ‘green line'.
All the employees who worked there
manufacturing curtains were Israeli citi-
zens, half were Arabs with Israeli citizen-
ship. Men and women, both Arabs and
Jews, worked side by side at the same
machines but it was commonplace that
wages for Jewish men were the highest,
followed by Palestinian men, then
Jewish women and finally, at the bottom
of the heap one again - Palestinian
women...Following a series of labor dis-
putes led by Palestinians, and at the
insistence of the predominantly Jewish
workers’ council of the Histadrut, it was
decided that rather than bus in Arab vil-
lagers, the unemployed Iocals, all
Jewish, should have priority.»

That Palestinians in the Zionist
state are used as a cheap labor reserve
is seen even more clearly under the
impact of the economic crisis. By
January 1985, Nazareth’s unemploy-
ment was at 25%, among the highest in
‘Israel’. The number of unemployed in

Um al Fahm rose from 160 to 250 work-
ers from November to December 1984
alone. The head of the local council,
Hisham Mkhmid, protested that people
were being dismissed «merely because
they are Arabs.» Hundreds of Palesti-
nian Druze in Galilee villages are
unemployed after completing military
service, although the Zionist authorities
have tried to make the Druze community
feel privileged, in an attempt to divide the
Palestinians. 1985 was full of dismissals
of Palestinians, some long-time em-
ployees. The Histadrut doesn’t fight
such firings. On the contrary, it complies
in efforts to alleviate the economic crisis
without impinging on the privileged
status of Jewish workers.

The slogan «Jewish labor only»
was discarded in practice some time
ago, due to the needs of Israeli capitalist
growth, but with the economic crisis, it
was resurrected as a way of disciplining
Palestinian workers. Besides Kach's
violent attacks on Arab workers, this ten-
dency is supported by !sraeli officials,
such as Nasim Narah, head of the Israeli
National Insurance Association. In
October 1985, he declared that Palesti-
nian Arab workers in Tiberius restaur-
ants should be dismissed and replaced
by Jews.

To be continued...The next issue of
«Democratic Palestine» will contain the
conclusion of this article, focusing on
Palestinian workers in the 1967
occupied territories. [}

JDEC — A Political Issue

With the Zionist occupation of the remainder of Palestinian lands in
1967, the authorities launched a campaign aimed at destroying the
Palestinian economic infrastructure. In recent years, the Jerusalem
District Electric Company (JDEC) has been targeted for liquidation.

Most recently, the IREC (Israeli
Regional Electric Company) has taken
legal measures to collect an $ 11 million
debt owed by the JDEC. If the Jerusalem
company doesn't pay its debt within the
next several weeks, it will be passed into
the hands of a court-appointed receiver.
This would mean confiscation of all its
funds in Israeli banks and the auctioning
off of other properties to pay the IREC.

In 1980, a similar attempt was made
when the occupation authorities de-
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clared their intentions to liquidate the
JDEC once and for all, by purchasing all
its concessions. However, under the
pressure of local and international pro-
test, the Israeli High Court was forced to
modify the court order, allowing the
Ministry of Energy to purchase conces-
sions only for areas officially annexed to
the Zionist entity. The West Bank was
thus off limits.

Ever since the June 28, 1967 anne-

xation of Jerusalem to the Zionist entity,
the occupation authorities have worked
on a plan to take over the JDEC, along
with all Palestinian national institutions.
They started by confiscating the shares
in the company held by the Jerusalem
municipal council prior to the occupa-
tion, which amounted to 8.3% of the total
shares. This was followed by the depor-
tation of the president of the JDEC's
administrative council, Rouhi al Khatib,
to Jordan. Two new members were



appointed to the council as representa-
tives of Teddy Kolleck, the Israeli mayor
of Jerusalem.

Forced to supply settiements

In 1969, the JDEC was obliged to
supply electric current to the rapidly ris-
ing settlements which fell within the
boundaries of its concession. This new
demand for increased amounts of elec-
tricity constituted a burden on the old,
diesel-operated generators. Repeated
applications to  purchase new
generators were, however, refused by
the Zionist authorities. This rejection
was obviously intended to dishearten
the JDEC management and force it to
give up the company to the IREC. Not
wishing to supply the Israelis with an
easy pretext for take-over, the JDEC
pursued a policy of rationing electricity,
but this sparked off much discontent and
provided Zionist settlers with an excuse
to launch a campaign against the com-
pany. This left the JDEC with two alter-
natives: (1) to sell out to the IREC; or
(2) to preserve its independence as a
Palestinian national institution and buy
additional current from the IREC. With
the rapid spread of settlements in the
Jerusalem district, the company found
itself drawing up to 90% of its electricity
from the IREC to supply its 100,000 con-
sumers, 30,000 of which were Israelis.

Israeli harassment, delays, debts
and losses spell out the factors which led
to the JDEC's current dilemma. The
JDEC is obliged by the occupation
authorities to sell electricity at a 7% pro-
fit margin, although at least a 50% profit
margin is needed to balance the budget.
The company supplies street lighting for
all Zionist settlements and public places
free of charge, which contributes to a
17% monthly operational loss. Although
the Zionist authorities officially consider
the Jerusalem district as a part of the
Zionist entity, which entitles the JDEC to
subsidies which would cover deficits, the
company receives nothing. On the other
hand, subsidies cover the deficit of the
IREC.

Israeli harassment takes other
forms as well. There are deliberate
delays in supplying the oil needed for
operating the generators which require
300 kilograms of oil daily. There have
been repeated transgressions in the
areas of the JDEC's concession, as
when hundreds of electricity poles were
bulldozed in the Shu'fat area on the pre-
text of paving new roads. There are con-
stant incidents of vandalism by Zionists
against JDEC property. Exorbitant fees

and taxes must be paid to the occupa-
tion authorities. Once the IREC even
attempted to collect payments due the
JDEC, by distributing a court memoran-
dum to a number of hotels and institu-
tions in Jerusalem.

Royal Hashemite responsibil-
ity

As of March 1986, the company’s
total debt ran into $ 15 million. The
JDEC's concession expires in late 1987.
It the company does not come up with
the money soon, it will pass into court-
appointed receivership which is as good
as passing it into Zionist hands. Many a
delegation has gone to meet the Jorda-
nian-Palestinian Joint Commitee, to put
the case of the JDEC forward and attain
funds from this committee which was
formed explicitly for the purpose of sup-
porting national institutions in the
occupied territories. The last JOEC dele-
gation, however, was not only unable to
obtain funds, but was also prohibited
from even meeting the joint committee.
Instead, Jordanian government officials
met the JDEC delegation and presented
a list of conditions to be met prior to any
financial support.

The Hashemite court has so far
been very generous with crocodile tears
and verbal denunciations of the Zionist
measures to sabotage the national
institutions of our people under occupa-
tion. Yet the Palestinians under occupa-
tion have seen almost nothing of the mill-
ions of dollars being poured into the
treasury of the Jordanian-Palestinian
Joint Committee. They have the right-
wing leadership of Arafat to thank for so
generously placing them at the mercy of
their Jordanian ‘godfather’. The Jorda-
nian regime instructed the JDEC to meet
the following conditions if they want to be
bailed out:

1. cancellation of the
employees’ benefits;

2. reduction of staff by 200, to be
replaced by new employees who go
through the royal Jordanian sieve for
approval;

3. 40% reduction of wages;

4. registration of the JDEC's debts in the
Jerusalem Wagqf which is historically
affiliated to the Jordanian Waqf;

5. reduction of the price of electric cur-
rent purchased from the IREC, which the
JDEC was unable to achieve in the past.
6. renewal of the JDEC'’s concessions,
which depends on the Zionist au-
thorities’ whim.

Publicly, King Hussein justifies his
hesitancy to support the JDEC with

JDEC's

claims that the company is «unable to
implement efficiency programs, trim
itself down and save money.» The truth
remains, however, that Hussein is not
about to release $ 15 million, which is
rightfully the company’s, to keep the
JDEC operating under the control of
Palestinians who have always chal-
lenged and rebuffed both Zionist and
reactionary attempts to dominate it.
Other factors which play into this are the
break in coordination between Hussein
and Arafat, and the new rift in the Pales-
tinian rightist ranks, which leaves the
Jordanian-Palestinian Joint Committee
more at the mercy of the monarchy than
ever.

Workers’ role

Abed Abu Diab, leader of the JDEC
workers’ union, challenged the Jorda-
nian conditions. Along with other
unionists, he rejected them, saying that
the JDEC employees «have paid their
dues by merely remaining steadfast in
the troubled company and in occupied
Jerusalem.» The austerity measures
demanded by the Jordanian regime
would furthermore save only 20,000 Jor-
danian dinars monthly, leaving a
monthly deficit of 180,000 dinars. The
conditions are clearly designed more to
pressure the JDEC to buckle under to
Jordanian dominance, than to bail the
company out. Moreover, they are not
very different from the designs of the
Zionist authorities.

The employees of the JDEC have
always risen to meet threats to the com-
pany. They have always believedin it as
a symbol of national identity, rather than
just a source of pay. On more than one
occasion of crisis, they have worked
overtime or on holidays without pay.
They previously rejected the Energy
Minister's attempt to appoint Zionist
employees. They follow up on all deci-
sions conceming the company, realizing
full well the political implications behind
the vicious campaign against it. In short,
they have foiled many a plot in the
course of their struggle.

In contrast, the deviationist PLO
leadership is held directly responsible
for allowing the funds of the Jordanian-
Palestinian Joint Committee, intended
to support our people’s steadfastness,
to be redirected into the pockets of those
who collaborate with Jordan. It is the
responsibility of all concerned with the
Palestinian national cause to act now to
save the largest remaining national
economic institution in the occupied ter-
ritories. L
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Armed Struggle in Occupied Palestine

This spring, on the 50th anniversary of the beginning of the 1936-39
revolt in Palestine, Palestinian freedom fighters continue to escalate
armed attacks against the Zionist occupation forces.

On the night of April 15, 1936, three
Arab militants attacked a Zionist convoy
near Nablus, killing two Zionists and
wounding a third. It was later known that
the three were from the secret revolutio-
nary cells formed by Ez Al Din Al Qas-
sam and led by Sheikh Farhan Al Saadi,
who was in his eighties. The next day,
Zionist settlers killed two Palestinian citi-
zens, and tension mounted throughout
the country. On the morning of April
20th, the city of Jaffa woke up to a gen-
eral strike. In the following days, this
spread throughout Palestine to become
the beginning of the 1936-39 Palestinian
revolt. The general strike lasted six
months, and was accompanied by other
forms of mass resistance and wide-
spread armed action which continued
untii 1939, against the Zionist settlers
and British colonialists.

The 1936-39 revolt and its lessons
rank high among the proud traditions of
Palestinian national struggle, which are
still very much alive and being daily
developed by our masses under occu-
pation. A new escalation in military oper-
ations was noted this year, just after
King Hussein's speech which attempted
to undermine the Palestinian people’s
unity and sole representation. According
to Israeli sources, quoted in early March,
there were 76 acts of resistance in the
two weeks following this speech, as
compared to 43 in the two preceding
weeks. This shows that the Palestinian
masses still place their faith in continu-
ing the revolution, notin joint maneuvers
with reactionary regimes.

March 1986

In March, military operations
against the Zionist occupiers averaged
more than one a day. Two hand grenade
attacks on lIsraeli soldiers, and eight
explosions against targets such as set-
tlements, factories and military posts,
were reported in the part of Palestine
occupied in 1948. On March 24th, a
Zionist soldier was stabbed near
Nazareth and dispossessed of his Uzi
machine gun. On March 6th, two Israeli
intelligence officers were stabbed to
death, one in Bir Sabe (South Palestine)
and the other in Jerusalem.
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Jerusalem was the site of other dar-
ing attacks. On March 7th, an American
Zionist was seriously wounded by gun-
fire. The next day, an Israeli soldier was
stabbed and seriously wounded. On
March 18th, a Mossad agent was killed
and three others wounded by a remote
control bomb.

On March 2nd, a Zionist soldier was
killed and four others wounded in two
separate attacks in the occupied Gaza
Strip. On March 5th, Palestinian free-
dom fighters successfully detonated a
remote control explosion, the first in the
Strip, against a motorized Zionist patrol.
On March 10th, an Israeli soldier was
wounded in a clash between a group of
Palestinian militants and a Zionist milit-
ary patrol in the Strip. There were
moreover numerous firebombs and
stones thrown against the occupiers in
various parts of the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

March 30th, the Day of the Land,
witnessed numerous military operations
and acts of mass resistance. A car bomb
exploded at the entrance of an Israeli
intelligence office in French Hill,
Jerusalem, destroying cars and damag-
ing buildings. In Jericho, a mine
exploded under an Israeli military truck,
causing casualties among the soldiers
riding in it; another military truck was
attacked with firebombs, and a patrol car
came under heavy machine gun fire. In
Jenin, a firebomb was hurled at a Zionist
military truck. Near Bethlehem, resi-
dents of Duheisha camp attacked an
Israeli military vehicle with stones, injur-
ing the driver.

April 1986

On April 1st, two bus stations were
hit by bombs in Jerusalem. This brings to
29 the number of bus stations that have
been burned or otherwise destroyed in
the last few months.

The PFLP announced three suc-
cessful operations in early April: The unit
of the martyr, Ghassan Kanafani,
attacked a Zionist military convoy with
firecbombs in Jerusalem; ten soldiers
were injured, three of them seriously.
Another attack was launched against a

Zionist patrol in Gaza, wounding several
soldiers. In Nablus, the unit of the mar-
tyr, Samir Al Dubbi, attacked a Zionist
patrol with bombs and machine guns,
causing extensive casualties among the
soldiers.

A Zionist military spokesman noted
that 14 attacks had been carried out in
the Gaza Strip in late March and early
April, including the stabbing of settlers,
remote control explosives, hand gre-
nade attacks and stone-throwing. In
April, in the Strip, hand grenades were
thrown at Zionist patrol cars, and at the
Gaza police station. Firebombs were
thrown at military jeeps near Shatti
camp, and many Zionist vehicles were
attacked by stone-throwers. Freedom
fighters also carried out attacks near
Nseirat camp and near the theology col-
lege in Gaza.

In the occupied West Bank, four
hand grenade attacks were launched at
military vehicles, north of Jerusalem, in
the first half of April. There were two
firebomb attacks on the Coca Cola fac-
tory in the same area. In mid-April, the
driver of a bus carrying Zionist settlers
was shot dead and the bus was attacked
with firebombs. In Khalil, an Israeli bus
was destroyed by fire, and a settler from
Kiryat Arba was stabbed. There were
three firebomb attacks on police cars
near Qalandia camp, north of
Jerusalem. There was a hand grenade
attack on a military car near Nablus, and
a clash between freedom fighters and
Zionist soldiers near Balata camp in the
same area.

In the part of Palestine occupied in
1948, the inspector general of the
Zionist police said during a press confer-
ence that an increasing number of
Palestinians within the ‘green line’,
especially in the Galilee and Triangle,
were coming into possession of ammun-
ition and weapons. He said, «There is no
need for the Palestinian organizations to
smuggle in weapons from out-
side...(when) they can obtain them from
soldiers or Israeli arsenals.» The escala-
tion of military operations was also
reflected in Police Minister Haim Bar
Lev’'s words, that alert had been
declared 86,000 times during 1985.

On April 8th, two bombs exploded,
one in Afula, the other in Haifa; Zionist
radio admitted several casualties. A
Zionist patrol car was attacked by
firebomb near Tireh, and another near
Kafr Qasim, northeast of Tel Aviv.
Moreover, scores of Katyusha rockets
were fired on Zionist settlements from
the southern border of Lebanon. o









level, including the 1974 Rabat resolutions and the UN Gen-
eral Assembly resolutions of 1975-76, the Day of the Land
uprising and the ensuing broad, popular uprisings would not
have been possible. By the same token, the Palestinian revolu-
tion could not have been so steadfast against the liquidationist
projects, especially Camp David and ‘autonomy’, without the
heroic steadfastness of our masses in occupied Palestine.
Because of struggle, they were able to bury these projects and
isolate those who collaborated with the Jordanian, Egyptian
and Zionist regimes in campaigning for these projects.

When Sadat signed the Camp David accords, the Egyp-
tian regime made intense attempts to use some collaborators
in the Gaza Strip and West Bank to say yes to these pro-
jects...A delegation of collaborators went to Cairo to support
Sadat, but the Palestinian, whose knife pierced the traitor
Khazandar, put an end to these attempts. The unity of the
Palestinian people is reinforced by the unity of the two bases of
our people’'s contemporary struggle, inside and outside
occupied Palestine.

Fourth lesson: Land as the central issue

Even before establishing its state in Palestine, the Zionist
enemy constantly emphasized the land. This is the central
issue in executing the Zionist project for expelling the Palesti-
nian people and burying their national identity, in order to build
the Zionist entity on our ruins. This was adopted as the official
policy of the Israeli state, whereby successive governments
have worked to seize the land and expel our people, using the
most horrible methods. The Day of the Land was to confront
the enemy plan to seize 21,000 dunums of land in the Galilee
and Triangle...Zionism’s viciousness in seizing the land is
apparent to all. How is it then possible for any sane person to
imagine that the Zionist enemy might leave the Palestinian
land other than by force. Today, there are those who bemoan
the loss of the land. Instead, they should tell us how they can
regain the land. They are the ones who tied their fate to the
enemy and put all their cards on the table of US solutions.

Fifth lesson: Struggle

In order to preserve their land and retrieve it from the occu-
pation, the Palestinian people have no choice but stubborn,
protracted struggle by all means, especially armed struggle.
This is the way forward - not running after the mirage of settle-
ments that will only result in damaging the revolution, the PLO,
the people and the cause. To those pessimists who are whis-
pering about defeat and surrender, we say: Learn from the
experience of the Day of the Land. Our unarmed masses rose
up to resist the seizure of the land. They demonstrated, held
sit-ins and formed committees to defend the land. Not one
method was left untried and thus they set a precedent...

The current conspiracy

This, the 10th anniversary of the Day of the Land, occurs
as the Palestinian cause is facing a new chapter in the
imperialist-Zionist-reactionary conspiracy which targets the
land, the people, the cause, the revolution and the PLO. This
chapter is a question of life or death. The future of our struggle
depends on how we confront this conspiracy - whether we will
be able to harvest the fruits of more than twenty years of strug-
gle in the contemporary Palestinian revolution.

This chapter of the conspiracy has a new political title:
Cancelling the PLO to ease the way for a US-Zionist-reac-
tionary settlement of the Palestinian cause, avoiding anything
called the PLO. The criminally mistaken, deviating policy fol-

lowed by the PLO leadership after departing from Beirut, espe-
cially the divisive Amman PNC and the February 11th accord
with King Hussein, led to the PLO’s current state of division and
weakness. This allowed the enemy camp to hope for complete
cancellation of the PLO. This explains King Hussein’s Feb-
ruary 19th speech and the Israeli authorities’ steps to enforce
‘autonomy’ in one way or another...(Comrade Habash went on
to analyze King Hussein's speech and intentions as in his
speech on Martyrs’ Day, printed in the last issue of Democratic
Palestine.)

The lessons of the Day of the Land are a practical retort to
the Jordanian regime'’s policies. This experience proved that
the land is an essential part of the Palestinian cause, which our
people of all national classes and groups, inside and outside
Palestine, will rise up to protect. The land, in this context, is not
a geographical dimension. This is only for those who want to
reduce the Arab-Zionist conflict to a border dispute. The land is
the pillar of the Palestinian national identity...It is the founda-
tion for building our independent Palestinian state...

The response to the current situation (after Hussein froze
cooperation with the PLO) is reunifying the PLO and restoring
it to the national line. The masses can judge every leader and
organization by the position they take at this moment of
destiny. We cannot possibly restore the PLO to the national
line, or reunify it, without cancelling the Amman accord. Yet
what was the response of the dominating rightist leadership
after King Hussein's speech?...| am sorry to say that their
response served to stress their continuation in the same
deviating path. Much later, the statement from Tunis came,
stressing once again the /a’am policy of yes and no - the same
ambiguity which harmed the Palestinian arena and led it to the
traps of deviation and division...Instead of responding to Hus-
sein’s all-out war on the Palestinian people and the PLO...the
rightist leadership announced adherence to the Amman
accord which is the basis for dealing with the US solution. This
encouraged the king to take more actions against our people
and revolution. Instead of focusing on national unity and the
natural alliances of the Palestinian revolution, the rightist
leadership resorted to the mediation of the Camp David regime
in Egypt, and worked to reestablish links to the Jordanian
regime...

Palestinian national unity, which was dealt a severe blow
by the deviating right wing when it signed the Amman accord,
can only be restored by cancelling this accord, and critically
and responsibly reviewing the previous stage and the danger-
ous, deviating policy. This aims at punishing those responsible
and establishing a national program corresponding to the
tasks which currently face our people and revolution. This
program must be executed by a trustworthy collective leader-
ship...

The struggle for restoring the PLO to the national line
remains the concern of the Palestinian national and democra-
tic forces...Today, on the tenth anniversary of the Day of the
Land and the first anniversary of the establishment of the
Palestine National Salvation Front, we renew the call for a
broad national coalition encompassing all Palestinian national
forces, organizations and personalities. Such a front should be
formed on the basis of cancelling the Amman accord...and
restoring the PLO to the national line, hostile to imperialism
and Zionism, based on the national consensus platform and
the resolutions of the PNC in its legitimate sessions. There
must be decisive confrontation to foil the proposed US solu-
tions, and to halt the agents of this plan, inside and outside
occupied Palestine. This is the immediate task...

17






True Internationalist

In March, the PFLP comemmorated the martyrdom of the great

Palestinian revolutionary, Wadi’ Haddad.

On March 27th, 1978, Comrade
George Habash, with tears in his eyes,
announced the martyrdom of Wadi'
Haddad, one of the great leaders of the
Palestinian revolution, with the following
words: Comrades of Wadi’, Palestinian
revolutionaries, our steadfast people in
Palestine, brothers and sisters in every
camp and place of exile, our Arab mas-
ses, progressive comrades around the
world...With a heart full of love and pain,
sorrow and determination to continue
the struggle to victory, | announce the
martyrdom of our comrade in life and
struggle, Wadi’ Haddad. | announce to
you the martyrdom of Wadi' of the
camps, Wadi’ of the oppressed, Wadi’
of the confrontation against the Zionist
invasion and the reactionary Jordanian
plots.

Wadi’ Haddad graduated from the

American University in Beirut in 1952.
During his school years, he combined
studying and politics, and was distin-
guished in both. After graduating as a
medical doctor, he devoted his efforts to
the poor and the refugee camp popula-
tion. He was among the initiators of the
Arab Nationalist Movement, helping to
build its first armed cells in the West
Bank and Jordan, with the aim of liberat-
ing all of Palestine from Zionism. He was
active in building the mass movement in
the mid-fifties.

As a result of his revolutionary
activities, Wadi' was imprisoned in Jor-
dan in 1957, and served three years. In

1960, he was expelled from Jordan. In

1967, he was one of the founding mem-
bers of the PFLP, and a leader in
organizing armed struggle, based on
belief in the peoples’ war as the only way

to liberate Palestine. Wadi’ stressed the
importance of destroying the superman
image of the enemy camp. He raised
and practiced the slogan: Pursue the
enemy everywhere. Wadi’ was in
charge of the PFLP’s international oper-
ations which were a major factor in forc-
ing western public opinion to acknow-
ledge the existence of the Palestinian
cause in the early seventies. In coordi-
nation with internationalist militants, the
tables were tumed: From being pursued
by imperialist and Mossad agents,
revolutionaries went on the offensive,
pursuing the enemy in the international
arena. This caused the enemy camp to
designate our comrade, Wadi’, as the
number one terrorist in the world at that
time.

In reality, Wadi’ was far from being a
terrorist. He was a sensitive humanist
who cried upon seeing the suffering of
children. He was always searching for
the lost childhood of which Zionism had
robbed him. Wadi’ was a humble person
who refused cameras and publicity. He
disliked big, complicated words. He did
not enjoy engaging in lengthy political
discussions, because for him, things
were quite clear: He was ready to give
his life for Palestine and the Arab revolu-
tion, and he would fight the enemy camp
to his last breath. His moral code was
simple: What gets us closer to Palestine
is good, and what moves us farther from
Palestine is bad.

Wadi’ never lost his optimism. In his
last days of sickness, he kept up with the
political developments. His friends say
that when he talked, one felt that we
were returning to Palestine the next day.
Wadi’ was a revolutionary humanitarian
who hated evil, and whose role in our
area can be compared to that of Che
Guevara. Because of his search for his
lost playgrounds in Safad, his place of
birth in the Galilee, they called him a ter-
rorist. We, on the contrary, will always
remember his great role as a creative
revolutionary. We will struggle until we
liberate every inch of Palestine, and can
name a playground in Safad after Wadi’
Haddad. o
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Avoiding Rifts in the Nationalist Ranks

Events in Lebanon continue to underscore how crucial it is for the
nationalist forces, Lebanese and Palestinian, to exercise clear vision

in their struggle.

The Phalangist Party and their
President, Amin Gemayel, continue to
oppose political reform. It is their inten-
tion to keep the Lebanese crisis boiling
until a time when Israeli or imperialist
military backing is forthcoming. They
would then act to ignite another round of
war, hoping to reassert their lost domi-
nance. Moreover, US imperialism’s
dramatic escalation of tension in the
whole Middle East, by attacking Libya,
will not leave Lebanon untouched. In the
enemy forces’ scenario, any rift among
the nationalist forces will be exploited to
the hilt.

On this backdrop, one can fully
grasp the extreme danger spelled out by
the fighting around the Sabra and
Shatila refugee camps in Beirut, which
began on March 29th, between Palesti-
nians and the Amal movement. The
tragedy goes even beyond the fact that
35 people were killed, others injured and
scores displaced from their homes -
some for the umteenth time. The danger
is seen in the fact that this fighting lasted
for over two weeks, although from the
first days the Palestine National Salva-
tion Front (PNSF) called for a meeting
with the Amal leadership to resolve the
situation peacefully. The fighting also
continued despite an agreement on April
9th among Amal, the PNSF and the
Lebanese National Unity Front, on con-
crete measures to insure a ceasefire.
Coming after the attacks on Lebanese
communists in Beirut and South Leba-
non earlier this year, these clashes paint
a grim picture.

The fighting at Sabra and Shatila
did stop by April 16th, when a 200 man
buffer force deployed around the camps,
composed of members of the Progres-
sive Socialist Party, the Syrian Social
Nationalist Party, the Lebanese Com-
munist Party and the Lebanese Baath
Party. The ceasefire agreement stipu-
lates that this force help the PNSF con-
trol security in the camps. Amal and the
Palestinians would eliminate all «points
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of tension» under the joint supervision of
Syrian observers, and Amal and PNSF
officials. All barricades should be
removed to facilitate movementin and to

the camps.

The ceasefire agreement allowed
for evacuation of the dead and wounded
from the camps. As such, it came none
too soon. «If the fighting had continued
for two or three days more, we could
have had a real medical crisis,» said
Amal Masri, an official in a Palestinian
women's organization. A camp resident
described the situation as follows: «The
fighting was hell. Our homes were shel-
led with mortars. We must now recover
those who fled, evacuate our injured and
rebuild our homes. »

Who benefits?

While the deployment of the buffer
force stopped all-out fighting, some ten-
sion has remained. The week after the
ceasefire went into effect, two observers
- one Palestinian and one Lebanese,
from Amal - were killed by snipers. This
only underscored the main point:
Neither Amal, the PNSF, nor any
nationalist Lebanese or Palestinian,
stands to gain from such fighting. Rather
there is a whole array of other forces that
do.

On the political and mass level, the
Palestinian right wing can draw benefits.
Clashes in the nationalist ranks spread
an atmosphere of despair and confusion
as to who the real enemy is. This can be
exploited by the right wing in its search
for any political solution which, under the
current balance of forces, means sub-
mitting to the US conditions.

It is the PNSF that has stood
against these plans, and it deserves the
support of all in the Lebanese nationalist
camp, for thwarting an imperialist solu-
tion of the Palestinian cause is a pre-
requisite for ending the Israeli occupa-
tion of South Lebanon. Since 1982, new
precedents have been set for the
behavior of the Palestinian revolutionary

forces in Lebanon. Revolutionary Pales-
tinians have fought alongside Lebanese
patriots against the Israeli occupation,
US intervention and fascist terror, for
these battles cannot be separated from
the Palestinian liberation struggle. It is
inconceivable that any Lebanese force,
aspiring to an independent and democ-
ratic Lebanon, should stand in the way of
the Palestinian revolution’'s armed pre-
sence in Lebanon - to protect the
refugee camps, to attack the Israeli
occupation forces and join the war
against fascist dominance.

It was to maintain this right, for the
benefit of Palestinian and Lebanese
national struggle, that the PNSF signed
the agreement in Damascus last sum-
mer with the Amal movement, to end the
1985 camp war. The PNSF has adhered
strictly to this agreement, and the out-
breaks of fighting since show the impor-
tance of all cosigners taking the letter
and spirit of this agreement seriously. If
this does not happen, the full range of
the enemy alliance stands to benefit,
beginning with the Lebanese fascists
and ranging to the Israeli occupiers and
imperialist forces.

The battle at hand

In urging solid unity among the
nationalist forces, we can point to sev-
eral possible contingencies: One is a
new round in the Lebanese civil war.
Another is a US and/or Zionist attack on
Syria, whether via Lebanon or other-
wise. The latter possibility can never be
entirely ruled outin view of Syria’s stead-
fastness against the spread of Camp
David in the area. The probability of such
action seems enhanced by the US's
openly declared intention of changing
the map of Arab politics by toppling
President Qaddafi.

Such possibilities obviously posit
the need for solid Syrian-Palestinian-
Lebanese nationalist alliance. There is
another possibility that makes this need,
if anything, more acute. In view of past
failure to control Lebanon through out-
right intervention, US imperialism and
‘Israel’ may judge it best to refrain from
all-out military action, instead continuing
the present war of attrition, hoping to
wear down the nerves and morale of the
masses. We have already seen this ten-
dency, which is full of localized aggres-
sive acts.






How do you select the children?

We have an application to be filled out by the children’s
parents or guardians, which focuses on the child’s social envi-
ronment. We accept 200 children every year, but we receive
about 600 applications. It is a difficult job to choose whom to
accept. We give priority to those from the poorest families, chil-
dren of martyrs and orphans.

What are the qualifications of the educational per-
sonnel?

High school graduation is the minimum requirement for
our teachers. For the first year, she would be an assistant in a
class with another teacher. We also have an annual 15-day
training course. For the last five years, all the Kanafani Found-
ation’s teachers have been sent to Beirut College for speciali-
zation in education. During the training year, a close watch is
kept on the new teacher to see her development. Sometimes
we have to extend the training period for an extra year.

Do you give the children a patriotic education?

We educate our children about their surroundings and
about their homeland, Palestine. We explain to them that they
are only here temporarily, because their families were forced to
leave Palestine. We tie everything we teach to Palestine, like
lemons and oranges. We talk about Palestinian tradition. With
such work, we make the kindergarten a revolutionary center
where children grow up knowing about their people and coun-
try.

What days do you celebrate in the school?

We observe all national occasions and religious holidays
(Moslem and Christian). On days like Martyrs’ Day and Land
Day, we have a program for drawing Palestinian flags and
singing nationalist songs. The children dress in the colors of
the Palestinian flag, and we send cards to their families.

How is your relationship with the children’s
families? Do you relate the education at the kinder-

garten with the education at home?

Visiting the families is part of our educational program. We
believe that without a positive attitude at home, we cannot be
successful in our work. Every two months we have a general
family meeting. We discuss the psychological conditions of the
children, and our educational approach. We have strong rela-
tions with the families.

Is there follow-up on the children after they leave
the kindergarten?

That is also part of our program. Every year 100 children
leave the kindergarten and enter elementary school. At mid-
year we visit these schools and get reports on the children.
This is important for us, because it is how we see the results of
our educational work. We notice that most of our children are
top students in school and have an interest in continuing their
education.

Do you have plans to expand?

We are preparing to have a school for handicapped chil-
dren. We have nearly completed three rooms on top of the kin-
dergarten. It will be opened in March. Every year we notice that
we have a small number of slightly handicapped children. The
families consider them normal, but they are not. With the help
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of a Norwegian organization that covered the costs, we
decided to start this project. Ragerding expansion like building
new schools, that is very difficult because we had many losses
during the 1982 Zionist invasion and the 1985 camp war in
Beirut. First we are going to renew what we had in the past.

What happened with this kindergarten during the

1982 Israeli invasion?

The kindergarten was heavily bombed. The top floor of our
building was destroyed. We had to work in the basement . We
contacted those childrern who were in a very bad situation,
whose homes were destroyed, or whose fathers were in Ansar
concentration camp. We took an extra 100 children over our
capacity, because we felt it was our duty. Then the Phalangists
and Saad Haddad’s army occupied our building. We are a leg-
ally recognized institution, so we were able to reopen after a lot
of struggle. We were harassed several times by the Israeli
army and its Lebanese lackeys. Once a doctor came to check
the children, but he had to go back to his clinic to get some-
thing. He left his bag with the stethoscope in the kindergarten.
Within minutes, the kindergarten was surrounded by Israeli
tanks and troops. They wanted to know what was left in the
school. | told them what was in the bag, but they entered the
classrooms and terrorized the children and teachers. Even
foreign delegations who visited us were subjected to harass-
ment and interrogation.

What are the conditions for children in the camp?

From our work with families, we see that the Palestinian
children live a very difficult life. There are not enough schools;
families have financial difficulties because of inflation and lack
of jobs. Palestinian families are large, so the mother cannot
give enough attention to each child. Health care is not as it
should be. Skin diseases are common, and teeth are not taken
care of. We also have special cases. This month in our health
check-up of 300 children, we found eight cases of heart dis-
ease that require surgery. Such an operation costs 150,000
Lebanese pounds, and the families cannot afford this. We are
trying to contact international humanitarian organizations to
help, but until now we have not been successful. UNRWA does
some health work in the camp, but it is not enough. As a result
of the war, the psychological health of the children is not good,
and there are a number of mentally retarded children.

How did the recent budget cut in UNRWA affect
the camp?

In the past, the UNRWA services were not enough. Their
health clinic was very bad - non-professional; medicine was
not available. Then UNRWA stopped the basic financial aid it
used to give, which increased hardships for families. UNRWA
has stopped giving books and notebooks in their schools. The
number of teachers is being reduced. They closed the Sibleen
Institute for vocational training that had 500 students.

In closing, | would like to ask your readers to strengthen
their position on the just cause of the Palestinian people, to
speak out about the situation of Palestinian children, especially
in the camps, and to give us at least moral support.

The Kanafani Foundation and its kindergartens are depen-
dent on contributions. Anyone wishing more information or
wanting to give a donation, should write to: GKCF, P.O. Box
135/375, Chouran, Beirut, Lebanon. [ )












absence of the imprisoned men. They had to work to provide
for their families. The majority of women were ready to work
secretly for the revolution. Women carried messages, money
and weapons. Most women, regardless of their age, partici-
pated in this. They were very effective and ready to die in the
fight against the enemy. They distributed leaflets and carried
letters to the leadership. Women were the lifeline of the revolu-
tion.

What is the present situation of women in the
camp?

After the return of the revolution, it is much better. The
revolution helps in solving economic difficulties to some extent,
but not totally due to the skyrocketing inflation. Women also
want to give more to the revolution, but those who are not edu-
cated don't know how. That's where the role of women cadres
comes in. We work by involving ourselves in the problems of
the women and providing the most effective solutions. Gener-
ally, more Palestinian women are ready to enter the labor mar-
ket now, to help the men provide for the family, because of
inflation. | would like to mention that the rightist leadership’s
corruption of our people, by giving them money without their
working, serves to keep women inactive. Most educated
women don't participate in that corruptive policy; they want to
be productive.

What importance does the PFLP put on women’s

work and how do people react?

The PFLP stresses the importance of work among women
and their role in the revolution. The Palestinian Women'’s
Organization, as a mass organization, is a manifestation of that
policy. The PFLP puts a lot of efforts and resources into further-
ing women's role and organizing. The PFLP’s women com-
rades enjoy a great deal of respect among the masses. They
represent the educated women who are concerned with the
active women supporters in the camp.

What problems do you face in your work?

The most common problem is widespread illiteracy
among Palestinian women. We try to solve this by mass liter-
acy campaigns organized by the Palestinian Women's Organi-
zation. Another problem is the limited education young Palesti-
nian women receive because of backward traditions in our soc-
iety. Another common problem is the oppression of women by
men. Some men forbid their wives and sisters to go out and
participate in activities.

What was the reaction to the Zionists’ leaflets
warning the masses not to cooperate with the
revolution?

This was a form of psychological warfare against our
people. The women generally understand this and are not
afraid of these methods. The majority of our women have
stressed the importance of keeping the revolution’s offices in
the camps and among the people.

On the Frontlines

Abu Galeb, PFLP military commander in the Sidon
area, member of the Palestine National Salvation
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Front’s military leadership in the South and liasion
officer between the Palestinian forces and the
Lebanese nationalist forces.

How are the relations between the Palestinian and

Lebanese nationalist forces in the area?

The relationship here is a model one, based on clear
designation of the tasks of the Palestinian forces. The Sidon
area is the ideal of Palestinian-Lebanese relations. This is the
result of clear awareness, especially on the part of our com-
rades in the Popular Nasserite Organization, led by comrade
Mustafa Saad. There is fully organized cooperation, with joint
committees for political, military, security and mass affairs, be-
tween the Palestine National Salvation Front (PNSF) and the
Lebanese National Unity Front. We have a common under-
standing. We stress our satisfaction with the level and form of
cooperation.

What is the situation on the front lines facing the

Israeli-backed South Lebanon Army?

These front lines, especially the axis at Kfar Falous, are
directly tied to the overall politial solution. In view of the enemy
plans for sectarian division in Lebanon, the Jezzine area has
vital importance, because most of the people who live there are
our Christian brothers. Jezzine's importance is the reason for
the status quo on the front lines; there is ongoing fighting, but
without any decisive change in the military situation. This area
is a card that ‘Israel’ holds on to through its puppet Lahd of the
SLA. Sometimes the clashes are escalated, and the nationalist
areas are shelled, like Sidon. The front lines heat up when the
enemy tries to reduce pressure on the fascist forces of
Gemayel in East Beirut.

This front ranges from Ain al Meer to Kamkha, facing the
enemy from Kfar Falous to Jezzine. The nationalist side of the
front lines is controlled by the Popular Liberation Army (Forces
of the Martyr Marouf Saad), with the support of the PNSF
forces. We have given a great deal of sacrifices on this front.
We have been expecting that the Israelis would push Lahd to
occupy the coastal road. That's why our forces are on alert. We
are satisfied with our military preparedness. ‘Israel’ and its
puppets will have a different battle from what they have been
used to.

How is the security situation in Ain al Hilweh?

This issue has not been completely solved, but the sec-
urity situation in the camp is acceptable. Itis stable which fulfills
the demand of our people in the camp. There are several
reasons for the delay in solving the security issue to our satis-
faction. After the forced withdrawal of the Zionist army, we
were faced by the fascists in the area (specifically Geagea's
April 1985 attack.) We had to concentrate a big force to defend
the camps, and we entered a battle that we won. Another
reason is the situation in the camps in Beirut. We must also
mention that Arafat's rightist leadership doesn’t want us to
attain optimal security. They try to ignite the situation. Still, the
PNSF has control over the situation in the camps in the Sidon
area. We have a project for establishing a deterrent force
responsible for security in the camp. This force is nearly ready
and will be on the ground before the end of March. Also, the
PNSF has a security committee to solve problems and close
gaps. It is working well.












Fortune - the US magazine of an interna-
tional mercenary network. Other
Afghani contras have visited Soldiers of
Fortune, such as Ratmatullah Safi,
former colonel in the king's special
forces when Afghanistan was a monar-
chy, now special forces training com-
mander for Reagan's «freedom fight-
ers».

None of these counterrevolutionary
forces have been a military match for the
revolutionary governments they aim to
subvert. Instead they are reduced to ter-
rorizing civilians and sabotaging
economic and social institutions and
infrastructure. This is the truly dirty
aspect of US imperialism’s war, and it is
quite deliberate. The Reagan Administ-
ration knows that it would take much
more massive aid, and ultimately the
commitment of US or other imperialist
troops, to actually challenge the San-
dinistas’, MPLA’s or PDPA’s hold on
state power. The chosen alternative is
sabotage, so that the revolutioniary gov-
ernments’ development plans falter.
This aims at eroding popular support to
these governments, forcing them to
negotiate power with the mercenaries,
i.e., rolling back the revolution. Short of
succeeding in this, the CIA’s covert wars
are used by the Reagan Administration
to pressure the Soviet Union, Cuba and
other progressive forces.

Proxy wars and direct US
intervention

The reason for the viciousness of
the Reagan Administration’s attack on
Nicaragua, is to be found in the field. The
Sandinistas’ evaluation of 1985 noted
that «the counterrevolution entered into
a process of strategic decline; the
economy was sustained despite
attempts to devastate it» (Barricada
Internacional, January 16, 1986).
Defense Minister Humberto Ortega, in
an interview in the same newspaper,
pointed out that the setbacks suffered by
the contras drove them to remote areas
or outside the country, rendering them
incapable of launching significant
actions: «The trend in 1986, therefore,
will be toward the shifting of the war to
the border zones, with the objective of
generating tension with neighboring
countries and increasing interventionist
pressures. This is the option kept open
by the United States should the counter-
revolution fail. Toward this end, it has
supplied tons and tons of munitions in
recent months to the mercenaries based
in Honduras and Costa Rica.»

US aid to counterrevolutionary
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bands actually paves the way to broader
intervention and all-out war. One angle
of this is igniting local wars where milit-
ary regimes, like Honduras and Pakis-
tan, would serve as the US’s proxies in
attacking Nicaragua and Afghanistan
respectively. This is having ‘third world’
peoples fight each other, the policy
developed after the US defeat in Viet-
nam, to avoid war deployment of Ameri-
can soldiers. Today, with US impe-
rialism’s resurgent aggressiveness and
drive for global military presence, such
proxy wars don’t necessarily replace
direct US intervention. They can just as
well be the prelude to sending the
Marines.

To this end, US imperialism has
turned Honduras into its own military
base. Most recently, the US administra-
tion fabricated a story about a «large-
scale Nicaraguan invasion» of Hon-
duras to draw the latter into the battle,
while securing passage of the contras
aid bill in the US Senate. Another indica-
tion of this trend is the administration’s
announced intention to send dozens of
Green Berets to train the contras, a job
that has previously been done on the sly.
Other signs of the US's bent towards war
are its continued sabotage of the Con-
tadora group’s peace proposals for
Central America, and the designation of
Philip Habib as a special envoy to the
area. One has only to remember how his
shuttle diplomacy served as a smoke
screen during the 1982 Israeli invasion
of Lebanon. The growing unwillingness
of the Honduran military to be dragged
into carrying out all the US plans, which
are at the expense of Honduran
interests and sovereignty, is another
reason why the US may ultimately stage
its own invasion of Central America.

Pakistan is assigned a similar role
vis-a-vis Afghanistan, and the US has
therefore made sure Zia ul Haq's military
dictatorship does not enter negotiations
with Kabul on a peaceful solution. Pakis-
tan’s military provides the infrastructure
for the counterrevolutionaries’ attacks
on Afghanistan, and lately it has taken
an even more open, aggressive role.
Pashtun and Baluch tribes, sympathe-
tic to revolutionary Afghanistan, have
blocked the gangs from crossing the
border in their territory. In response, the
Pakistani army engaged in a genocidal
operation against the tribal areas in the
north: Artillery, tanks and planes were
employed, and whole villages bulldozed
to the ground, as reported by the Cam-
paign for the Restoration of Human
Rights in Pakistan (New Worker, Feb-

ruary 7 1986). The tribes responded
with a general strike, and confronted the
troops sent to quell this, signalling that
the regime’s support to counterrevolu-
tion may only increase its own internal
problems.

Combatting US-sponsored
terrorism

In the USA, there is a broad move-
ment opposing intervention in Central
America, and the antiapartheid move-
ment has made opposition to funding
UNITA a part of its agenda. Unfortu-
nately, however, opposition to US inter-
ference in Afghanistan is much less
widespread, although the issue is
essentially the same. The reasons are
varied, starting with Afghanistan’s dis-
tance to distorted news coverage.
British journalist Jonathan Steele, writ-
ing in The Guardian on March 10, 1986,
relates how most western reporters take
their information from the US and British
embassies in Delhi and Islamabad. He
cites several instances of how the infor-
mation, especially at the US embassies,
was in direct contradiction with the real-
ity he himself had seen in the field. Most
journalists, however, do little about this
and simply repeat the fabricated stories,
for «when no western forces are directly
involved and the ‘enemy’ is the Soviet
Union, distinctions between hard news,
soft news and outright propaganda
seem to lose all validity.»

The Reagan Administration is now
busy reshuffling its definitions of dic-
tatorship, freedom fighters and ter-
rorists, in order to meet new contingen-
cies, and justify support to mercenaries
and attacks on Libya and other indepen-
dent countries. As an example, Secret-
ary of State Schultz correctly labeled the
Pinochet regime in Chile as a dictator-
ship, but only in order to lump it together
with Paraguay, Cuba and Nicaragua!
Facing this psychological warfare, prog-
ressive forces must clearly define whom
they support and why, in order to effec-
tively oppose direct and indirect US
intervention wherever it occurs. Reagan
is raising the spectre of the Soviet Union
taking over Central - and then South -
America, to justify attacks on Nicaragua.
Yet the US sent its troops south of its
borders numerous times before the
advent of the Soviet Union. Similarly, the
US attack on Soviet presence in Af-
ghanistan is only a ‘cover for impe-
rialism’s drive to maintain strategic con-
trol, in order to continue exploiting the
peoples and resources of the world.






These once proud people were placedin
concentration camps renamed «reser-
vations» as if they were being housed in
hotels. In reality, native Americans were
forbidden to be citizens of their own
country!

A major step to destroy my culture
was the false depiction of the Indian cul-
ture, manner and custom as «ancient
and barbaric,» exactly as is being car-
ried-out today in the occupied territories
by the Zionist oppressors of the native
Palestinian people. The Arab culture
and people have been falsely presented
as an archaic, incompetent, backward
and ignorant people. | say to you thatitis
no longer the Palestinians who are in
danger, but the entire Arab world, the
Arab people, and their wonderful Arab
culture!

Why is this cultural genocide
happening?

One primary reason is that the Arab
leaders and governments collectively
did very little to support the Palestinian
people in their resistance to the Israeli
invaders. Like the American Indians, the
Arabs thought it would never happen to
them, but they were wrong! The Native
Americans allowed their tribes to be
assimilated and destroyed one by one
until all were culturally destroyed.

A second reason is that the Arab
nations are so busy waging war against
one another that they are accomplishing
the task of cultural genocide for the
Zionists! The singie most important
method of resisting cultural assassina-
tion and disintegration is by uniting those
remaining Arab people as one people,
one culture.

This cultural attack is happening
because the Zionists are the same Euro-
peans, the same colonialists, the same
ashkenazim who destroyed the real
American people and the real America.
Why are they so intent on cultural
destruction of native people wherever
they encounter them? The answer is
because they themselves are a culture-
less entity. They have no rich heritage,
and they have no historical references to
illustrate their noble contributions to
mankind. It is as if they cannot and will
not tolerate another culture rich in his-
tory, invention and discovery, to exist. |
was visiting the ancient village of El
Quneitra in the Golan Heights a few
months ago as a guest of the Syrian
people. As | stood in the midst of death
and destruction of a once beautiful vil-
lage, and as | surveyed the flattened
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houses and hospitals, it occurred to me
that the Zionists and their vaunted mili-
tary were stationed on the hilltops sur-
rounding the village. | could see them
observing us below, listening to our con-
versations and filming our activities. Yet,
| thought this scenario to be quite fitting,
as these cultural assassins must look
everyday upon the ruins and destruction
left in their inhuman attack on another
innocent Arab people and culture.
Inwardly | thought, «This is the Zionist/
Israeli contribution to mankind, this is
your cultural donation to the innocent
peoples of the world: death and destruc-
tion! These are the legacy left in the
wake of Zionism and oppression.

The threat of cultural genocide to
the Arab culture is occurring and will be
successful if the Arab people and their
leaders believe that negotiation and the
signing of «treaties» with the brokers of
war will somehow ensure the Arab cul-
ture. A current example of such troubled
thinking is the infamous Camp David
Accords which accomplished absolutely
nothing but the implacable resolve of the
Zionists to expand their aggression not
only against the Palestinians, but the
rest of the Arab world. The early col-
onialists made over one thousand
treaties, pledges and promises to the
Native American Indians, and violated
all one thousand!

What is the answer to
Zionism’s cultural genocide?
1. Arab people must instill

cultural heritage.

All the Arab nations and govern-
ments must accentuate in education of
their people the values of their past cul-
tural roots, as well as emphasizing the
accomplishments, developments and
contributions made to modern society by
their people. This includes physical ori-
gins such as archeological excavations
may corroborate, and the plethora of
architectural and intellectual develop-
ments. It is clear that the Zionists will
oppose any and all Arabic cultural
claims by denying such claims, or as in
the case of Palestine, seizing all control
for all archaeological excavations and
artifacts, thereby eliminating the oppor-
tunity for new generations of Palesti-
nians to gain a sense of pride and iden-
tity by relating to the many important dis-
coveries within their own homeland. |
have personally witnessed the theft of
culture by Israeli Zionists as they looted
the Rockefeller Museum of the West
Bank, transferred all the major finds of

the excavations at Banias, Fig, Rafid,
Mount Hermon, Berak Ram and hun-
dreds of other sites, to Israel and its own
«museums».

All Arab governments and family
leaders must teach the future genera-
tions to have pride in their past, and
hope in their future. The Arab people,
wherever they may live, must not allow
themselves to be assimilated into
another foreign culture, thus in reality
becoming eliminated as a cultural entity.
A sure and certain method of passing on
the Arab culture is to teach every Arab
child the Arab language!

2. Arab people must join
together to stand against
Zionism.

The single most fearful event or act
to the Zionists and their sympathizers is
the potential for Arab unity. They know
that if such unity is ever accomplished,
their reign of brutality and intimidation is
doomed. They have succeeded thus far
by encnuraging Arab peoples and
nations to fight one another, assuring
that each Arab country is sufficiently
weakened and incapable of defeating
the Zionist army. We too, the American
Indians, made war with one another
while, one by one, we were attacked and
destroyed by the common enemy. | must
say now that | am proud to see the
emergence of the Syrian people and
their great leader Hafez Assad, attempt-
ing to achieve this very unity. | implore
you to lay aside your personal grie-
vances, your cultural peculiarities, and
come together now in the common
bonds of fellowship, as members of the
Arab culture and the Arab world, focus-
ing your full attention and resources on
the common enemy of Zionism which is,
in the final analysis, the enemy of every
man and every nation that would live
free in dignity and self-determination.

3. Arab nations and people must
determine not to give up one
more meter or inch of Arab soil to
Zionist aggression.

You must determine to fight on, to
surrender not one more village, one
more cultural site or artifact, to Zionism
and its allies. In order to achieve this
unity and resistance, it may be neces-
sary to remove and replace current gov-
ernments and leaders who do not share
or care about the impending genocide of
the Arab culture.

Closing remarks
| want you to know that I, a true









