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| Editor’'s Note

Suhmur, A New Israeli Record of Slaughter

On Thursday September 20th, more than one hundred Israeli soldiers stormed the Western-Bekaa village of ‘Suhmur’. They
forcefully gathered the residents of the village in the village square, and opened fire indiscriminately killing 17 innocent villagers
and injuring 22 others.

Thus, ‘Israel’ added one more barbaric slaughter to its long record of massacres committed against thé Palestinian and
Lebanese civilians. The last famous one was the bloody massacre of Sabra and Shatila which took place in September 1982, not
to mention that of Ein El-Hilwa camp in the South.

Indeed the massacre of Suhmur marks the nervous attitude of the Israelis vis a vis the escalation of armed resistance against
them in South Lebanon. Since the beginning of this year, the Lebanese National Resistance Movement has been escalating its
courageous military and political actions against the Israeli occupation forces. One day before the massacre, a group of comman-
dos attacked an Israeli military camp, south of Karoun Lake. It was reported that 15 of the enemy soldiers were killed during this
attack.

The next day the Israelis sent into the neighboring Shiite village of Suhmur, more than one hundred Israeli soldiers covering
their faces with red Kuffiyas in order to blame the Druze for the massacre. However, they could not hide their blood stained hands
for their history speaks loud of their barbaric massacres and terrorism. The Israeli enemy hopes that such retaliatory policy can
stop the peoples’ resistance to occupation. However, the history of both the Palestinian and Lebanese people have proved con-
trary to this. Their strong will and courage can only increase their resistance against the fierce enemy.

Democratic Palestine urges all peace loving peoples of the world to raise their protest against the fascist and systematic
Israeli racism and terror. o

[~ .y % _§ N N _J§ ] T Y r oo r o r r rr ryr . r 1rr. - ¥r ¥r ¥r ¥r ¥ ¥ § ¥ ¥ [T

I\ F= T 41 T OO UUURRRRROURRORRRIOR:

X [0 | (=TT TR EURE OO
Number of copies requested  ............. ST TeT

New subscriber ............. Former subscriber ............. Exchange ...t

If exchange, write the name of your publication ...

Mail to: Democratic Palestine. P.O.Box 12144, Damascus, Syria

Enclose check or money order for $24.

w



5
@ N 2

Too many observers who are interested in the Palestinian
affairs and too many friends of the Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation, did not comprehend the postponement of the 17th ses-
sion of the Palestinian National Council (PNC). For both obser-
vers and friends realize that convening the PNC is a very
important step to stop the paralysis of the PLO and to revive the
activity and political status of the PLO in the Middle East.

This is quite true but the situation is so complicated that
one cannot simplify the question by drawing a simple formula.
In order to comprehend the complexities of the situation one
should understand the background of the present crisis of the
PLO and the democratic option to solve these problems.

Who postponed the PNC session and why?

The Yemeni President Ali Naser Mohhammed paid a two
days visit to Damascus (Sept. 16-18) to discuss with President
Hafiz Assad the crisis of the PLO and the possibility of recon-
ciliation between Fatah Central Committee and both the
National Alliance (Saiqa, PFLP General Command, Popular
Struggle Front, Fatah Opposition) and Syria. The National
Alliance (NA) raised a precondition to participation: Resigna-
tion of Yasir Arafat, while the Democratic Alliance (DA) was of
the opinion that this issue should be dealt with in the PNC.

President Ali Naser's talks did not produce any con-
crete results on that level - and he had to confer with the Alge-
rian President Shadli Bin Jedeed on the issue since both were
partners in the Aden-Algiers agreement.

The two presidents met in Algiers on September 20th,
together with leaders representing Fatah Central Committee,
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine, Democratic Front
for the Liberation of Palestine, Palestinian Liberation Front and
Palestinian Communist Party, to discuss the results of all
efforts to reconciliate the PLO Syrian relations. It was agreed
upon during the meeting to postpone the PNC to give a
chance for further efforts to pave the way for its upcoming ses-
sion.

The efforts will be put by both Algeria and Democratic
Yemen to convince the NA to join the comprehensive national
dialogue.

ditorial

The NA, so far, refuses to attend the PNC and demands
Arafat’s resignation as a precondition for its participation.

On the other hand the DA which has been playing an
important role to unify the PLO and bridge the relations bet-
ween Syria and the PLO, decided to accept this proposal to
postpone the PNC and to allow more time for the efforts of
Algeria, Democratic Yemen and Syria to bring the organization
together in a comprehensive national dialogue.

The DA follows a policy that aims at unifying the PLO inthe
following lines:

First: A clear national political line that opposes the Camp
David agreements and the Reagan plans in any form or shape.
A political line that calls for alliance between the PLO, Syria
and the Lebanese nationalist forces.

Second: Organizational reforms within the PLO allowing
for the participation of all Palestinian organizations in the PLO
institutions, and adherence to the principle of collective leader-
ship and decisions.

Therefore, the DA cannot attend a PNC that does not
include all organizations on one hand and antagonistic
towards Syria on the other hand. Also, we oppose any calls for
attending a PNC «whether itincludes all organizations or not»
since this will lead to further splits in the PLO.

The Palestinian struggle is in real danger now. The Jorda-
nian regime’s resumption of diplomatic relations with Egypt
and the official visit of Mubarak to Amman indicate that a new
alliance is being formed. The visit also indicates that Egypt,
Jordan and the rightist circles in the PLO are carrying on
negotiations based on the Reagan proposal. Such a step is a
danger and a threat to the PLO and to the Palestinian struggle.
The only way to confront such a step is to unite the PLO on the
basis of the Algiers-Aden agreement and to reestablish the
Syrian-PLO alliance. This is why the PLO is putting all its
efforts now to pave the road for achieving the comprehensive
national dialogue that will lead to the 17th session of the PNC.

Readers: Pay Your Subscriptions Now

We are now trying to have Democratic Palestine pay a reasonable part of its production
expenses. Please help us in this effort by sending the subscription fee of US$24 for 12 issues, by
check or money order, to Democratic Palestine, Box 12144, Damascus, Syria.

We apologize for the trouble we have caused some of you by changing our mode of payment.

After the fact, we learned that our account in the Bank of Cyprus could not receive checks for
Democratic Palestine. Also a few readers have sent money to the Bank of Syria, but we have no
account there and cannot retrieve the money. Please do not send to any bank, but enclose your
check or money order with the subscription blank in an envelope to the above address.

We do want to thank those who have managed to pay their subscription despite all these prac-
tical difficulties. However there are many readers who have not ever confirmed their address with
us. If we do not hear from you by September 15, your name will be removed from our mailing list.
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Palestinians in Beirut Today

K2

Almost two years after the departure of the PLO's forces, a comrade of the staff of «Al-Hadaf», the
PFLP’s Arabic weekly, took the opportunity to visit Beirut. A main focus of his reporting was the situation
in the Palestinian refugee camps. He interviewed a variety of people in Sabra and Shatila. He also spoke
with members of popular committees, the bodies that administered the camps when the PLO was still
present, and which are now being reestablished under new, more complicated conditions. In addition
he interviewed some Lebanese national leaders who addressed the question of the future of the Pales-

tinian-Lebanese relations.

Itis now two years since the Sabra-Shatila massacre. the
crime that unequivocally proved the genocidal aims of the
entire 1982 Zionist invasion of Lebanon. Interviewed in Radio
Israel. an IDF major has said of the war: «<We were not con-
cerned with capturing Palestinians as much as we were with
eliminating and destroying them. There were frank orders for
this. or why else all the destruction in the cities, villages and
camps where the Palestinians reside?» This genocidal think-
ing dictated the partial destruction of three Lebanese cities:
Sour, Saida and Beirut. It meant destruction of 35% of the
dwellings in Burj a! Shemali, 50% in Al Bas and 70% in
Rashadiya, all camps near Sour in South Lebanon. Ain al Hil-
weh camp near Saida was totally destroyed while the camps in
the Beirut area were rendered uninhabitable by bombing. Over
100.000 Palestinians were uprooted.

The Zionists' genocidal aims also meant that clear orders
were given to the fascist militias to enter Sabra and Shatila
after the fighters had left. and «mop up the terrorists». The
Israelis’ claim of «2000 remaining terrorists», which was
echoed by Reagan and his associates. was exposed not only
by all information and logic but by the martyrs found in Sabra
and Shatila on September 18, 1982: old men. women clutching
their children, babies...

The people of Sabra and Shatila were just as «terrorist»
as the Salvadorean trade union activists murdered by death
squads, or the Guatemalan peasants massacred by the dic-
tator's army. To the Zionists, as to Reagan's America, the Latin

American dictatorships or the South African racists, «ter-
rorists» are those who seek to recover their human and
national rights. US imperialism's responsibility for the Sabra-
Shatila massacre lies not merely in the early withdrawal of its
multinational forces contingent, leaving the way clear for the
Israeli invasion of West Beirut. More basically, it lies in the
ultramilitaristic climate and strategy launched by the Reagan
Administration on a global scale. It is this which unites and
encourages fascist tendencies and state terrorism against the
people of the three continents.

Two years after the Sabra-Shatila massacre, we find that
the most meaningful tribute we can pay to the martyrs is to
open our pages to the voices of those remaining in these heroic
camps. The following interviews give a sampling of the prob-
lems faced by the camp population. Though the nationalist vic-
tory in West Beirut this past winter greatly improved the se-
curity situation of Palestinians,serious social problems remain.
The interviews below define a very clear task for the PLO which
must be taken especially seriously by the revolutionary demo-
cratic forces. The right-wing leadership of the PLO has not
given serious consideration to the problems of the Palestinians
remaining in Beirut, and the intercine fighting of the last year
has only served to further distract the revolution from its obliga-
tions to the masses. Thus, as efforts to reunite the PLO on a
nationalist basis advance, this must lead to serious attention
being devoted to this matter.

People of Sabra and Shatila Speak Out

«The Palestinian has lost everything».

Khalil Atiyah is 19 years old; he is a construction worker
and lives in Sabra refugee camp. He commented: «The social
conditions in the camps are very bad, and this has affected the
way of thinking and social ties even within each family». Con-
cerning the state of education in the camps. Khalil said, «It has
been set back ten years. Schools are scarce and one usually
has to pay for his education. This is in addition to helping his
family, since most students are sons of martyrs and have fam-
ily obligations.» As for his work, Khalil noted that its continuing
depended on the security situation in the camps.At any rate,
jobs are scarce and not dependable. He added that after the

departure of the Palestinian resistance from Beirut, the
Lebanese authorities ordered the army to impose a tight encir-
clement of camps. This restricted the movement of Palesti-
nians; if anyone moved from one place to another, he was sub-
jected to all types of insults and humiliation, such as being
asked: «What are you doing in this country?» The Palestinian
felt that he had lost everything. There were restrictions on his
movement, work, freedom, even his life, until the February
uprising (which freed West Beirut of the reactionary army’s
control). The uprising ended many of the problems in the
camps related to employment and education. Khalil also
pointed out the importance of granting the Palestinians com- ’
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plete civil rights, particularly the right to work and move about
freely, since there are many companies, organizations and
workshops which do not employ Palestinians.

We asked his mother, Um Khalil, about her social condi-
tions: «Our living conditions are terrible. When we go to get
medical treatment, they don't give us any. Sometimes they ask
for a paper from another official; when we bring it, they say that
they aren't able to treat us.» Um Khalil adds that Gaza hospital
is no longer free: «A visit would cost 100 Lebanese pounds. If
my husband makes 1000 pounds monthly and we have eight
children, how can we go to the hospital?»

«The Palestinian should be treated like any
Lebanese citizen.»

Adeeb Ibrahim is a worker and lives in Shatila refugee
camp. he emphasized the harassment to which Palestinians in
Beirut are subjected from different movements, groups and the
Lebanese authorities: «This is a very important matter that our
leadership must discuss with those concerned, so that our
youth will not be subjected to beatings or detainment inside the
camps...We cannot go visit our relatives in the Begaa Valley
without being harassed. | am a Palestinian residing in Leba-
non. | have aright to go to the north, south, east or west of the
country. | have legal residence and should be treated like any
Lebanese citizen.»

«God only knows where our next place of refuge
will be.»

Lemyaa Ahmed is 20 years old and works at a factory
Samed (the PLO's economic institution). She lives in the
sports stadium on the edge of Shatila camp, which was heavily
bombed in the 1982 Israeliinvasion and where over 30 families
now live in the worst conditions. Lemyaa said, «Before the
1975-76 civil war, we lived in Tel al Zaatar refugee camp
(which was destroyed by the Phalangists). We left there for
Damour and then to Beirut. During the invasion we came to
where we riow are. Only God knows where our next place of
refuge will be.»

«We must organize committees to help the
needy.»

Zaineb Khalil is 18 years old. She discussed the impor-
tance of devoting attention to social problems by organizing
committees concerned with the most needy: those who are on
the verge of starvation or whe lack ability to care for them-
selves. She also mentioned the need to give attention to
schools and to building social and cultural clubs. Describing
the situation, she said: «There is no work, no security; our
salaries have been cut and the PLO does not seem to be con-
cerned. The number of missing and detained Palestinians is in
the hundreds if not thousands. There is daily harassment from
the authorities and different groups. »

«No work, no security, no guarantees, no free-
dom.»

Anxiety was plain to see on the face of a high school stu-
dent who refused to give his name; he spoke about the almost
total lack of social life at home or at school: «There is no se-
curity,no guarantees.» He then asked sarcastically about the
guarantees agreed upon between the Lebanese government
and the PLO.

Um Shehadeh is 70 years old. She lives with her daughter
and has no one to support her. The different episodes of the
tragedies of the Palestinian people are written all over her
face. She said. «We left Nabatiyeh after the war to go to
Shehim, then to Beirut. We lived in a building inhabited by
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refugees. Our entire life has been torturous. This is the fate of
the Palestinian people.»

«/ can still envision what happened during the

massacres.»

The story of Um Atiyeh, 65 years old, does not differ much
from that of Um Shehadeh. Um Atiyah told how she left Tel al
Zaatar in 1976 without any compensation. She went to
Damour, then to Shatila after the invasion. She witnessed the
Sabra and Shatila massacres. «| can still see the children,
women and girls before my eyes.» After the massacres, Um
Atiyah searched for a home, but found only a single room
where she and her family lived for a long time. She finally left it
because she could not pay the rent. Today she too lives in the
sports stadium near Shatila. At the end of her talk she said bit-
terly: «lam anold woman but | still hold the PLO responsible for
forgetting its people.»

«Killing a Palestinian became easier than killing a
bird.»

Sabah Ahmed works as a seamtress in her home. She
said, «Palestinian workers have great difficulty in finding a job
especially as the Lebanese authorities forbid any Palestinian
to work without a work permit. It is usually quite difficult to get
this permit, since it costs a lot, too much for the average worker
to pay.» Concerning the security situation after the departure
of the Palestinian resistance, she said bitterly: «It became
easier to kill a Palestinian than to kill a bird.»

Mahmoud Ali, an accountant, answered our questions by
saying: «There is no security; any problem can result in the
death of Palestinian youth. This in turn is due to the absence of
anyone being willing to protect the Palestinians. Since the
departure of the resistance, we have been humiliated. When
the resistance was present, we knew where we stood and who
would protect us from the Lebanese authorities, the Zionist
enemy or the fascist parties.» Concerning the social conditions
in the refugee camps, he said, «Our people are desti-
tute...there are no jobs and we are constantly harassed. This
has led some Palestinians to leave the area.» He added that if
the revolution’s structures were present, they would have pro-
vided some.employment. As for UNRWA, he mentioned that
there is a great deal of carelessness. The financial aid formerly
granted to Palestinian refugees has been cut.

«Where is the PLO?»

We then discussed the PLO's responsibility for defending
the camps, securing a livelihood for the people and guarante-
eing their political and civil rights, with these same people.
Everybody agreed thatthe PLO is absent and has relinquished
its most basic obligations to its people in Beirut.

Khalil Atiyah said that the PLO should contact the
Lebanese government to secure acceptable living conditions
for the Palestinians in Lebanon, including freedom of move-
ment and study. He demanded that special committees be
established to seek out those families in most need. He also
called for reforming popular comittees to carrying out the vari-
ous functions needed in the camps.

«An alternative to Tel al Zaatar must be found.»

Adeeb Ibrahim said that if the leadership of the revolution
could only see how the people of Tel al Zaatar are living, they
would not delay in finding a new place for them. «We wonder
how the leadership can think about everything except aid to the
Palestinian masses still holding out in Lebanon. Aren't the
catastrophes we have faced enough to convince them of the
need for this aid? People here are dying of hunger and nobody
cares...Yet despite what has happened. we maintain our
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stalemate in US-Soviet relations. He
then associated with the Mafia, estab-
lishing contacts to the famous criminal
Joe Colombo who headed a Mafia front
organization: Organization for Italian
American Rights. Colombo was later
shot to death in a Mafia dispute. Kahane
was standing beside him but was not
hurt. The media , however, picked up on
the relationship and this caused some
friction between Kahane and the US
authorities.

The KACH movement's finances
are kept secret. Kahane solicits the bulk
of his funds in the US, but the sources
are not published. One cannot rule out
that he still receives CIA funds for his
activities.

Terror - from New York to
Palestine

In 1968, Kahane took advantage of
the increased militarism generated in
the Zionist community by the 1967 war
and occupation, to establish the Jewish
Defense League, the fascist style
organization based in New York. Aside
from threat letters to leftists champion-
ing the Palestinian cause, the JL is most
noted for its bomb attacks on the Soviet
mission. The rationale for such attacks is
to protest restrictions on the emigration
of Soviet Jews, but such actions also fall
neatly in line with recurring anti-com-
munist campaigns launched by the US
itself.
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In the same period Kahane wrote a
book entitled Never Again the Zionist
version of Hitler's Mein Kampf. Here he
formulated the theory justifying the need
for violence to enforce Zionist aims.
According to Kahane, Jews everywhere
in the world are facing another extermi-
nation attempt, this time by joint US-
Soviet collaboration (sic). In the face of
this supposed threat, he claimed that the
existing Jewish organizations had
become corrupt and betrayed their
people. On the other hand, he presented
himself as the saviour, a descendent of
the Maccabees and other heroes from
past Jewish history.

In 1969, Kahane again went to ‘Is-
rael’ and became one of the founders of
the extremist newspaper, Jewish Press,
which is still in operation. More impor-
tant, only days after his arrival he
initiated a new movement in Jerusalem
called Doof, which in Hebrew means
repressing the traitors (a reference to
fellow Jews including Zionists who are
«too soft» according to Kahane's stan-
dards). One of the movement's main slo-
gans was «A clenched fist from within

David's shield», the same used by the’

Jewish Defense League. This move-
ment is KACH's origin.

On his second immigration to ‘Is-
rael’, Kahane was accompanied by a
small number of followers from the USA.
He received much attention and was
considered a nationalist figure among

right-wing circles. He chose the univer- .

sity grounds as his first battlefield on
which to attack Palestinian Arabs and
Jewish leftists. The Israeli government
overlooked his terrorist activities until he
was caught in the act of shipping
weapons to the JDL in September 1972.
Yet he has never been tried for this inci-
dent.

In the late seventies, Kahane
initiated a series of activities attesting to
his adoption of the Nazi slogan: «The fist
and the gun». In February 1979, Kahane
organized 30 of his followers to violently
disrupt a meeting on Jewish-Arab
Brotherhood, held in the Hebrew Univer-
sity in Jerusalem. After this, Uri Avneri,
editor of Haolam Hazeh, who was
attending the meeting, shouted «Hail,
Hitler». Six months later Kahane carried
out a revenge operation against the
magazine's office. He arrived carrying
the bloody head of a camel as a punish-
ment for the editorial board's positions
against terrorism.

In May 1980, Kahane and his
deputy, responsible for operations in the
US were arrested and detained for six
months. One of the main reasons for
their imprisonment was the large
amount of weapons possessed by
KACH and stored throughout ‘Israel’.
Since the two were the main contacts to
the US from whence KACH draws its
funds, some thought the organization
would be greatly weakened. However,
the opposite has proved to be the case.
With the steady shift to the right in the









checkpoint at Barbara, 37 km. north of
Beirut, where they levy taxes on all lor-
ries entering from the nationalist- con-
trolled North. South from Beirut, they are
unwilling to give up their direct link with
the Israeli occupation forces. They also
refuse to accept the fact that the plan
goes hand in hand with the nationalists’
demands of political and social reforms.

The Phalangists and lIsolationist
forces' real position vis a vis the plan is
one of maneuvering. They are trying to
manipulate it in such a way that can
obtain for them the maximum amount of
concessions from the nationalists while

they themselves offer none. Also, Amin
Gemayel himself is not far from this
maneuvering position especially after
the death of his father, the head of the
Phalangist Party. He certainly hopes to
be the replacement of his father some
years ahead. This ambition requires him
to prove his good intentions and that he
pursues the phalange class interests
diligently. This means that Amin
Gemayel would have to prove that he is
not a man of concessions.

The Lebanese nationalist forces
are confronting such maneuvers with a
firm stand from within the government as

well as outside channels. A series of
exclusive ministerial meetings are now
in progress. The discussions will be
mainly around the nationalists’ demands
of achieving the political and social
reforms along with the implementation
of the security plan. A compromise may
be reached at these meetings. But it is
quite doubtful that a real and lasting sol-
ution can be reached at this time. Hence,
we do not exclude the possibility of new
rounds of fighting which may even be on
alarge scale.

...And the Rivers Don’t Run Free

In a recent interview, «Al Fajr» correspondent asked an Israeli youth working at a kibbutz on the West
Bank, where the Arabs were supposed to be. The youth, who claimed not to have anything against the
Arabs, pointed to the barren desert outside the kibbutz and said, more bitterly true than probably
intended: «Look, there is plenty of room for all of us». The Zionist policy has been to either expel the Arab
population to the desert, or by diverting most of the water to their settlements and putting draconian
restrictions on Arab use of water, turning Arab land into desert. Access to and control of water has
figured as a primary strategic factor from the beginning of the Zionist project, through wars and occupa-

tions, to the latest Israeli attempt to divert water from rivers in occupied South Lebanon.

Recently Minister of State for South Lebanon, Nabih Berri
stated that ‘Israel’ has «carved out» chunks of Lebanese terri-
tory near the Israeli border.including parts of the Wazzaniriver.
The Lebanese government has asked the United Nation
Forces in South Lebanon to investigate a report stating that ‘Is-
rael’ has fenced out a Lebanese creek flowing into ‘Israel’.
Timur Goksel, a spokesman for the UN Forces in South Leba-
non, has confirmed that Prime Minister Rashid Karami's gov-
ernment has made this request. Goksel, however, said that UN
observers have not yet been able to check the report because
‘Israel’ has refused to allow them to enter the area in question.
On Monday, July 13th, the Beirut newspaper Al Safir said the
Israelis recently moved their border forward «3 to 5 kilomet-
ers» and fenced off parts of the Wazzani creek. The news-
paper added that the Israelis had prevented residents of Tal
Nahhas village from returning to their hgmes in the reportedly
fenced off area. Already in 1980 UN observers reported that
the Israelis erected a fence one kilometer north of the border,
an area which included two rivers. That area was near the vil-
lage of Wazzani which lies on the Lebanese side of the borders
facing Syrian Golan Heights. ‘Israel’ occupied the Golan
Heights in 1967 and later annexed it. The small Wazzani creek
flows into the Hasbani river which rises in Lebanon and flows
south into the Golan and eventually to the Jordan River of
which ‘Israel’ occupied the West Bank also in 1967. The new
fence, reported Al Safir, would appear to be an extension of the
1980 fence.

Through the last two years Israeli spokesmen have con-
stantly denied that ‘Israel’ attaches any importance to the
water resources in Lebanon, Syria or elsewhere. Comments
from ‘Israel’ and its proxy in South Lebanon, the Lahad army,
on the question of the Wazzani river have been contradictory.

According to Reuters an officer in the Lahad army stated that
the fence in question had been dismantled at the request of
Antoine Lahad who believed it violated Lebanese sovereignty.
An Israeli spokesman in Tel Aviv however said that the fence
was part of a road repair project. Without explaining whether
they were describing this interesting new Israeli method of
repairing roads, Reuters explained that a line of holes indi-
cated that the Israelis had intended to extend the fence at least
two kilometers further northwards towards another spring that
feeds into another river.

It does not seem as if the Israelis have stopped their ‘en-
gineering’. On August 14th, the Israeli daily Haaretz revealed
a plan prepared by the Israeli authorities to pump the Hasbani
river waters to Israeli territories. Israeli engineers have worked
out a plan to obtain Hasbani river waters from the point where
the river passes in occupied Syrian Golan Heights. Hasbani
waters, the paper added, will be used to generate electricity as
the water of the Lebanese river comes down from the Syrian
Golan Heights to Lake Tiberias. On Wednesday, August the
22nd, Secretary General of the Arab League, Al Chadli Qlibi,
said that new reports from South Lebanon stress «lsrael's»
covetousness of South Lebanon’s water resources particularly
those of the Litani river.

How the Israelis got «their» water

Even excluding their usurpation of Palestine and its water,
the Israelis mainly got «their» water by gunpower, pressure,
intimidation, occupation and theft. Already in 1919 they
realized that the area around the Mount Hermon, the closeby
headwaters of the Jordan river and the Litani were where ‘Is-
rael’ could and should obtain water. For a long time they
studied how to exploit a dam on the Hasbani river and the pos-
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sions and seriously seek mid-way com-
promises acceptable to all and reflecting
the views of all parties of the coalition
without reflecting any real position.»

There is, indeed, some truth in what
Al Hamishmar says, but it lacks accu-
racy. «The full coach», boarded by the
unity government, will move from where
it stands to wherever Likud and its right-
wing allies want it to, because time will
work in their favour. The independent Ha
Aretz wrote, «The major winner of the
national unity government is Likud. For
in a normal state, Likud would be in the
opposition. But now we see Likud lead-
ers sharing the government with Labour.
Also Labour will be responsible for the
outcome of the new economic mea-
sures. It hopes to remedy the economy
whichis in ruins as a result of Likud's dis-
asterous economic measures over the
last seven years».

Likud's strength and Labour's
weakness in the new government were
exhibited on two more occasions: the
first when Peres had to accept giving the
important Ministry of Industry and Trade
to General Ariel Sharon. This showed
Sharon to be a stronger figure in his
party than Moshe Arens, now minister
without portofilo. Sharon’s new position
has special significance owing to its
close connection with settlement. Sha-
ron is well known to have played a major
role in «agricultural settiement», when
he was the Minister of Agricultyre. Now
his job will, no doubt, be to promote «in-
dustrial and commercial settlement»,
which will affect the entire economical
situation.

The second occasion was when
Likud succeeded in barring Jad Yakobi,
of Labour, from the Ministry of Finance
and having it given to Yitzhak Moda, a
liberal and an ally to Likud.

Ha Aretz says Likud will strive to
patch up the shattered economy. If it
succeeds, its position will be
strengthened. If it fails, then Labour will
be blamed. Furthermore, Labour will
have to put up with all complaints
against any austerity measures that
Moda manages to have the government
approve, no matter whether they turn a
success or a failure.

In his speech at the Knesset confi-
dence session, Shamir summed up
Likud's policy saying that «the land of
Israel should never be the object of any
bargaining», and that any settlement
with Jordan should be approved only by
a plebiscite and that whatever they
would do «will strengthen our power to
ensure our line».
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Peres may sound clever when,
playing with words, he calls his present
government one of «nonagreement»,
but this will never make it more comptent
than if he calls it a government of
national paralysis, as he actually did
before the elections. Furthermore, the
Likud is now powerful enough to kill the
government at any moment if it so
wishes. One can, therefore, say with
confidence that the present government
will be unable to provide any real solu-
tion even for the issues Peres said he
had agreed upon with Likud, i.e. those of
the economy, Lebanon and «the Middle
East peace process».

Of all this however, we are con-
cerned with what the existence in office
of such a government with no option in
prospect other than the line dictated by
Likud, with seven generals, all of whom
at one time or another, were involved in
wars against the Arab countries; a state
of near paralysis where power of the
extremist terrorists is escalating, such a
government is capable of one, and only
one thing: launching or threatening a
war. The «friendly» US will make use of
the Israeli government’'s weakness to
extort further Arab concessions for the
benefit of both Zionism and US

imperialism. Also, the US will try to per-
suade its friends in the region that
although a strong Israeli government is
certainly dangerous, a weak one is
indeed more dangerous. Therefore, the
US calls on all the Arab reaction to coop-
erate with Peres under the pretext of his
«good intentions» and «willingness» to
facilitate the «ME peace settlement».
This Arab position, as US would claim, is
needed to confront Likud's pressure on
Peres and lessen the threats of dissolv-
ing the existing government.

At notime have we had any illusions
about Labour or any other Zionist party.
At no time have we believed that a
Zionist assuming power in the Zionist
entity could be preoccupied with the
question of peace in the region. We have
always believed, and still do, that all
Zionists are «hawks», war criminals,
and incapable of understanding any lan-
guage other than that of guns and com-
bat. And today recalling the Israeli «na-
tional unity government» that was
formed on the eve of the 5th of June war
of 1967, we declare that the present
Peres-Shamir «national unity govern-
ment» is worse than that one and capa-
ble only of more aggression and crimes.

Resistance to I.P.O. Tour in Australia

Israeli  Philharmonic  Orchestra
(I.P.O.) had a tour in Australia arranged
by the A.B.C. (Australian Broadcasting
Commission). From July 17th to July the
21stthey had a series of concerts in Mel-
bourne, while on July the 22nd they
played in Hobart of Tasmania. These
tours were resisted by the Palestine Sol-
idarity Committee (P.S.C.), the General
Union of  Palestinian  Workers
(G.U.P.W.) and the Australian-Palesti-
nian Democratic Organization through
several types of action.

In Melbourne these groups had
issued a press release condemning the
visit and explaining what was behind it,
drawing a parallel with South African

-sporting policy, and issuing facts about

the Israeli aggression at the same time
talking about Palestinian rights, and
hence demanding people to oppose the
visit and the A.B.C. to cease its anti-
Palestinian bias.

In Hobart, Tasmania, the P.S.C. of
Hobart took two separate types of
action. The first was an unauthorized
demonstration outside the A.B.C.s
Odeau theatre building, the venue for

the concert. Several P.S.C. members
occupied the area on the foot path out-
side the theatre and held up two large
banners, one saying «Israel is Occupied
Palestine», and the other cne saying
«Smash Zionism-Free Palestine», while
other P.S.C. members handed out leaf-
lets against the visit explairing the
Palestinian cause to people entering the
theatre and other people passing by.
The second part of the protest was
a more direct and fierceful challenge to
the orchestra, where P.S.C. members
entered the theatre and briefly disrupted
the concert by shouting out that the
I.P.O. represents a fascist settler state,
and that «Israel» has committed mas-
sacres in Palestine and Lebanon and
are responsible for the Sabra and
Shatila massacres. Therefore, as an
orchestra representing a country, they
should exglain these actions. At the
same time leaflets explaining the
reasons for the disruption were distri-
buted. A Palestinian flag was raised.
Police then flooded the theatre and
forced all the P.S.C. members out, who
ontheir way shouted: <PLOnNnot!.P.O.». @












Zionism’s

This is the concluding part of the study written by Steve Goldfield entitled «The Israeli Role in the United
States Global Strategy». We began the first part of this study in «<Democratic Palestirie» no.4.

Costa Rica

Costa Rica has not had an army since 1948. With Israeli
assistance the country is now getting one. Israelis are training
antiguerilla units of the Costa Rican National Guard in Costa
Rica #* while one hundred Costa Ricans are being trained in
Israel.?%

On February 14, 1983, Jack Anderson reported a multi-
million dollar U.S.-Israeli «land development» project to buy up
«land along the Nicaragua-Costa Rica border, clearing roads
through the wilderness and moving in thousands of
settlers...The U.S. Agency for International Development will
ask Congress for $10 million to finance the settlement for the
first year. Israel will provide the technical expertise presumably
based on its experience with settlements in the West Bank
area». Anderson went on, «The Costa Rican border settle-
ment, combined with the military buildup in Honduras, would
create a giant strategic pincers physically isolating Nicaragua
by land».2%° Dial Torgerson of the Los Angeles Times reported
a much more ambitious ($240 million) proposal in the border
area in a story filed just before he was killed.2*'

Israeli military and economic relations with Costa Rica
began in February 1982, when President Luis Alberto Monge
was elected. Monge stated he preferred «the assistance of
Israel in matters of security to that of others». In November
1982, Ha’aretz reported Israel would build another of its elec-
tronic fences this time on the border between Costa Rica and
Nicaragua. Israel and Costa Rica also have extensive and
growing economic ties. Ignacio Klich wrote in Le Monde Dip-
lomatique in February of 1983, «Madame Olsen (the Costa
Rican ambassador in Israel) has revealed that Mr. Monge had
been introduced, durirg his visit to the U.S., te the American
Jewish Committee and officials of B'nai B'rith, who promised
him support in its current negotiations with 170 American
Banks about the rescheduling of of its debt».2#? Costa Rica has
been the first Latin American country to break ranks and send
its ambassador back to Jerusalem from Tel Aviv.?*3 As a token
of gratitude for this gesture, U.S. Zionists contributed half a
million dollars to lay train tracks for a route paralleling and com-
peting with the Panama Canal.?*

Mexico

In 1975 Mexico bought five Arava short-take-off-and-land-
ing transports. A small group of Mexican pilots and mechanics
went to Israel for training?*® Mexico has a $20 million assembly
plant for the Arava transport aircraft at Merida, where |Al pro-
vides technical assistance and hold 10 percent control.24¢

Mexico also provides Israel with about 40 percent of its oil
imports®*” and guarantees increased shipments in an
emergency.?*® The United States, incidentally, also guaran-
tees Israeli oil supplies by agreement.2+

U.S. Aid to Israel

Israel is by far the largest recipient of U.S. military and
economic aid, even without counting the conveniently «forgot-
ten» loans which range between half and one billion dollars
each year®° (3750 million out of $1.7 billion in fiscal year
1983).25' According to a General Accounting Office (GAO)
study released August 24, 1982, from 1974 to 1982 Israel
received $22.5 billion in U.S. aid, $2.7 billion in 1982.2%2 |f an
additional $700 million requested for 1984 is approved, the fis-
cal year 1984 total will be $3.2 billion and the «total transfer of
U.S. resources to Israel» from official tax-deductible sources
will reach $5 billion.23 In the first year of their Lebanese inva-
sion, the Israelis spent about $2.5 billion. (The official figure is
$1.2 billion.)2%*

30

Currently, the United States is increasing aid to repiace
ammunition and tanks used up in Lebanon. This was revealed
in a censored report from the General Accounting Office on .
U.S. aid to Israel.?* The CIA, in the uncensored version, esti-
mated that the U.S. would be paying for half the Israeli defense
budget. The United States paid 37 percent of the Israeli
defense budget in the fiscal year 1982.2% The report gives U.S.
aid to Israel, from 1948 to 1983, as $25 billion and as $29 billion
through 1984.2%” Even these figures, which are low because
they ignore a variety of forms of indirect aid, are much higher
than those normally referred to by the U.S. government. For
instance, the U.S. handed over as an outright gift $172 million
in excess construction material used to rebuild Israeli air bases



Global Role

moved back from the Sinai.?® Furthermore, Israel normally
only pays 50 to 60 percent of the price of U.S. weapons it
purchases.?® And Israel is not required to set aside enough aid
to pay for its long-term purchases as are other U.S. military aid
recipients. Israel operates on a cash-flow basis which forces
additional U.S. aid in later years.?6°

More than half this aid is military,?' though the distinction
between military and economic aid is artificial since economic
aid generally displaces local money which is then free to divert
for military use. During the period 1976-1980, total U.S. aid,
including grants and credits, was $2.19 billion more than the
total cost of Israel’s direct military imports.2%2 Between 1950
and 1981 Israel received more than half, $13.5 billion out of a
total of $24.85 billion, of United States Foreign Military Sales
assistance. Israel also received debt-repayment concessions
totaling $4.95 billion, half the world total.?®® FMS loans and
grants, by law, must be used to purchase supplies from U.S.
arms producers; however, Israel received $3.35 billion in
exemptions from this provision out of a total of 3.4 billion.2%* In
1981 Israel officially received $2.2 billion in aid. Notincluded in
this total was $3.3 billion to pay for military withdrawal from the
Sinai and the construction of much more substantial replace-
ment air bases.?®®

Thus, the United States has set Israel up in arms busi-

‘ness.?®¢ In 1977 the U.S. permitted $107 million in U.S. military

aid to be used to produce the Israeli heavy tank, the Chariot
(Merkava).?®” Huge transfusions of cash, weapons, key Ameri-
can parts in Israeli weapons such as airplane engines, and the
recent authorization of U.S. FMS aid to other countries to
purchase Israeli-produced arms, an exception no other arms
supplier enjoys, are all parts of U.S. aid.

Foreign aid, 75 to 80 percent from the United States,
accounts for one half of Israel’s gross national product. Israel
must raise $9 billion to $11 billion in new funds in 1983 to cover
its deficit and refinance debts.?%® Thomas R. Stauffer adds that
«commercial credit is available [to Israel] only by virtue of U.S.
cash aid which permits pro-forma servicing of the debt. Without
U.S. aid, these funds would quickly dry up».2% Israel has an

outstanding $8 billion debt to the United States, but few expect
this to be paid in anything but future aid. In fact, in 1983 the
Reagan administration requested $785 million in economic aid
for Israel, but California Senator Alan Cranston, a presidential
hopeful, moved to raise this to $910 million, just enough to
cover principal and interest payments on the Israeli debt.?”
Israel’s total foreign debt is $20 billion to $26 billion.?”" Israel’'s
population, however, is shielded from crisis. Unemployment
has remained at 5 percent since 1979, and real per-capita con-
sumption continues to increase.?’

But the giveaway which most directly affects Israel’'s arms
sales, and allows bankrupt countries such as Honduras, El
Salvador and Zaire to purchase Israeli arms, is a little-known
clause in the secret November 1981 Memorandum of Under-
standing on Strategic Cooperation between the United States
and lIsrael.?”® Dean Fischer, of the U.S. State Department,
explained that Article lll, Section 2D of that agreement paves
the way for «the possible use by third countries of American
Foreign Military Sales credits to purchase Israeli defense items
and service».?”* U.S. domestic arms producers ought to be
mounting strenuous protests. No other foreign country enjoys
such a privilege.?”s

This agreement was temporarily suspended after the
annexation of the Golan Heights but recent evidence indicates
it has been back in force since the summer of 1982, perhaps a
tacit admission by the United States government of its basic
support for the invasion of Lebanon. In May 1982, the Boston
Globe reported talks to revive the Memorandum of Under-
standing had begun. Later Department of Defense officials
revealed that Israel and the United States had agreed «to
implement economic elements contained in their suspended
strategic cooperation agreement without formally reviving the
accord». The agreement was to be completely reinstated in
June 1982.278 One year later Al Hamishmar cited a story in the
Italian Manifesto revealing that «Israeli combat pilots and milit-
ary instructors are already in Honduras anc| everything is paid
for by the U.S.A.» 277

Israel’s Role in U.S. International Strategy

Are the Israelis just good businessmen who found a mar-
ket and filled it? Certainly they are making good profits from
arms. Are the lsraelis exemplary and principled warriors
against the spread of communism as they, and their South Afri-
can allies, like to portray themselves??7 It is true that they see
themselves in this way. But there is much more involved, and
we do not have to rely on speculation.

Ya'akov Meridor is a minister without portofilo, an
economic adviser , in Begin's cabinet . Meridor made a pro-
posal, called the Meridor Memorandum,which is part of the

«mutually understood» provisions of the Israeli-U.S. strategic
agreement of 1981. Meridor summed up his ideas in Ha'aretz
(August 1981): «We shall say tothe Americans: Don’t compete
with us in Taiwan, don’t compete with us in South Africa, don’t
compete with us in the Caribbean area, or in other areas in
which we can sell weapons directly and where you can't oper-
ate in the open. Give us the opportunity to do this and trust us
with sales of ammunition and military hardware. Let Israel act
as your agent.»27®
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Shortly after the agreement was signed, Al-Hamishmar
(December 29,1981) commented: «Israeli officials claim that
one of the advantages Israel will gain from the new strategic
accord with the United States will be a greater role in the Third
World. The leaders of pro-Western regimes in the Third World,
-especially those of countries that have unpopular, authorita-
rian regimes and a negative image in Washington, would like to
make use of Israel’'s «American connection», according to the
same source. They seem to hope that Israel will be able to help
them through her influence and efforts in Washington to obtain
direct U.S. political,military and economic aid and perhaps also
anincrease in indirect military assistance.»2°

The United States has full knowledge of Israeli arms sales
and has never objected, with a single exception, even to arms
sales to Argentina (so long as they did not travel via New York)
or Iran (once the hostages were released) or other violations of
U.S. law which are supposed to terminate U.S. aid.?®' The
single exception was a Carter administration objection to sales
of advanced Kfir fighter planes with U.S. produced engines to
Ecuador which introduced a new level of military technology to
the region.?2 In December 1979, while presenting his letter of
accreditation to Israeli President Yitzhak Navon, Ecuadorian
Ambassador Wilson Vela Hervas announced Ecuador was
ready to increase oil exports to Israel. Later the same month,
Israeli Defense Minister Ezer Weizman insisted the ban be
lifted.283 Under extreme pressure, Carter caved in and allowed
the sale. The Reagan administration has raised no such bar-
riers.

In fact, the Reagan administration feels a certain envy
toward the Israelis. Time magazine quotes an American expert
based in the Honduran capital of Tegucigalpa: «Israel oper-
ates without the restrictions imposed on us in this part of the
world. It doesn'’t have to explore the abuse of human rights. It

has arms to sell, and the governments in this region need
them». An Israeli weapons dealer puts it more bluntly: «Just
about anyone who shows any interest in buying arms from us
can have them» .24

An irony of history finds Israel working on both the left and
right of the U.S. This article focuses on Israel’s help to rightist
regimes, too distasteful to the people of the United States for
sufficient military assistance from the U.S. government. In
Africa, especially prior to 1973, when distrust of the European
colonial heritage made it difficult for the United States to penet-
rate young African regimes, Israel was welcomed and was not
recognized itself as an outpost of European colonialism. It was
no accident that Israel had the plans for Entebbe airport;
Israelis built it. Idi Amin, Mobutu, and a long list of prominent
Africans went to Israel for training.

Lest anyone rely on a Labor government to end Israel’s
arms sales to dictators, note that it was the previous Labor gov-
ernment which initiated Israel’s role as an arms supplier.2® In
fact, Israeli collaboration with right-wing and fascist forces is
always justified by Zionist arguments, holding the creation and
preservation of the Zionist state above all principles, political or
moral. Zionism, since its inception, has correctly identified
imperialism British, French or U.S. as its strategic ally.

Even today, Labor and other so-called left Zionist Israeli
parties play a role for the United States in penetrating the inter-
national left, labor, and cooperative movements, especially in
Latin America, and particularly in Mexico, a huge subject
beyond the scope of this article. Israeli newspaper ads seek
Spanish speaking Israelis for work abroad. Consider that
Israeli parties have direct relations with parties in the Socialist
International, that the Histadrut works actively in Latin
America, and that the Israelis use their supposedly socialist
kibbutzim as a basis to work with Latin American cooperatives.

Summary

Israel in the Context of the Movement against Intervention in Central America

Across the United States, a huge movement is growing
to oppose U.S. intervention, in any form, in the popular upris-
ings of Central America. Recent Gallup polls show massive
opposition to U.S. military aid to the regimes in E| Salvador,
Guatemala, and Honduras. It is conceivable that this move-
ment could succeed in diminishing or even cutting off U.S.
military aid. Butit is clear that the Reagan administration is pre-
pared to follow its predecessors in using Israel, in the words of
Ernesto Cardenal, minister of culture in Nicaragua, «as an
intermediary to channel arms».28¢

The Reagan administration obviously has no interest in
violations of the Monroe Doctrine, the 19th century U.S. decla-
ration of hegemony over Central and South America and the
Caribbean, when a close ally violates it to help preserve U.S.
hegemony. Let no one delude themselves: Israel operates in
the western hemisphere, in Asia, and in Africa with close U.S.
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supervision and approval. The U.S. government is using Israel
to circumvent U.S. popular support and congressional opinion.
The New York Times reported: «American officials said that
the Reagan administration, concerned about Congressional
limitation of involvement in Central America, had encouraged
the Israeli activities as a means of supplementing American
security assistance to friendly governments. In addition, the
officials said, the administration wanted to establish new lines
of support to Nicaraguan rebels in case Congress approved
legislation that would cut off covert support for the insur-
gents.(emphasis added)?®”

Israel's importance to the United States thus cannot be
measured only by its invaluable role in repressing the Palesti-
nian people and blocking revolutionary developments through-
out the Arab countries. And because Israel performs its
assigned tasks internationally, the United States allows the






Palestinian Information

Tasks and Perspectives

This is the conclusion of the essay by Bassam Abu Sharif which we began publishing in «Democratic
Palestine» no.4. The entire essay has been published as a booklet by the International Organization of

Journalists (10J).

There was an atmosphere of despair in the Arab region
following the defeat of the Arab regimes in 1967. It was caused
by a great disappointment among the masses resulting from
the collapse of their hope that they would attain victory over the
Zionist enemy on the basis of programs and actions of the pat-
riotic, bourgeois regimes. Suddenly, during several hours, the
dreams of a nation collapsed, which for so long had depended
on the military forces of these regimes, imagining that they
would implement their aspirations. Any patriotic mobilization or
information activity in this situation was extremely difficult: It
was necessary to bring about a quick change in this atmos-
phere.

On a worldwide scene the imperialist-Zionist information
machinery spread its poison and hatred, flaunting the Arab
defeat. On the one hand it exaggerated, telling public opinion
that the Arabs were stronger and were the aggressor. At the
same time it exaggerated the genius and «heroism of the
Israelis», who despite their small number and their limited pos-
sibilities were able to strike a powerful blow against the Arab
giant.

And Zionism dug out of the depths of memory of all the
Jews in the world the story they had learned in religious
schools about David and Goliath. And they claimed that the
prophecy had been fulfilled and that little David with a slingshot
had defeated Goliath armed from head to foot.

Such were the real conditions for the information activities
which, following the defeat of 1967, some Palestinian groups
began to conduct on the world scene. But even more difficult
‘were activities in the Arab field. Face to face with hundreds of
thousands refugees who streamed across the River Jordan
seeking protection for the second time since 1948, face to face
with the overwhelming defeat of the Arab military machine, and
in the general despair prevailing in the Arab region, patriotic
mobilization activity had a most difficult task and could not
expect results in the forseeable future.

There were doubts as to whether the efforts of those
pioneers who tried to spread the spirit of revival and resistance
among the masses could ever change the course of events.

Despite the lack of organization and disunity in this field,
the strength of the Palestinian cause was felt in spreading the
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spirit of revival, using means that combined and carried on
parallel mobilization work. For every enemy bullet that hit its
target, the pioneers came up with hundreds of words for mobili-
zation. And for every fighter who fell, the funeral was accom-
panied by hundreds of promises pledging to persist. Hope
flared from the first sparks inspired by an objective view of the
situation of the defeated regimes and the feeling of the masses
that the fatal battle was still ahead.

This approach was correct. Palestinian information work-
ers started from the true reality and on the basis of this they
advanced with healthy ideas and with authentic reality to a
national and worldwide level.

1967 - 1970

Between 1967 and 1970 Palestinian information activities
set as their goal to imbue the Palestinian masses with a spirit
of patriotism and to mobilize Arab public opinion in support of
the Palestinian revolution and the armed struggle as the path
to the liberation of Palestine.On a worldwide scale they set as
their goal to strengthen awareness of the fact that there exists
a Palestinian people and a Palestinian national liberation
movement, that there exist the firm inalienable rights of the
Arab Palestinian people to their own homeland - Palestine.

On a worldwide scale, in the early months after the defeat,
diverse efforts were expanded in order to explain the tragedy
which had befallen the Arab people of Palestine. By word and
picture attention was directed now to the new camps of Pales-
tinian refugees. Among those who mounted such efforts were
the Associations of Friends of Jerusalem, UNESCO's film sec-
tion, and the Jordanian Ministry of Information, apart from the
individual activities of certain Palestinian personalities.

However, starting in 1968, activity gradually was taken
over by components of the resistance movement who in the
meantime had begun military action against the Zionist enemy,
and for the first time the character of Palestinian information
activities changed. They became a fighter for the revolution in
order to transmit its ideas. This contributed to reinforcing an
awareness that there exists a Palestinian people and a Pales-
tinian movement fighting for certain rights.

Thanks to the heroic struggle of Palestinian fighters,



Palestinian information workers were able to intensify this
awareness on a worldwide scale - despite falsification of reality
about the Palestinian struggle and the irrefutable historical
facts relating to Palestine by the imperialist and Zionist com-
munication media.

The special operations undertaken by the Palestinian
revolution abroad had the greatest influence on the fact that
the name Palestine reached almost every home in the world,
inspite of its being accompanied by propagandist falsification.
It was a necessary and inevitable step which facilitated our
next moves.

The revolutionary forcesiin this stage relied on weak, scat-
tered information institutions which did not have either the
necessary knowledge or experience. But thanks to the efforts
expended in this field by enthusiastic pioneers, basing them-
selves on the heroic struggle of our people, great successes
were achieved in this work.

It should be said in connection that committees of friends
in capitalist countries also played their role.

On the national and Arab scale, the Palestinian revolution
attained even more marked successes. During a mere few
months it was able to lift a whole homeland from the darkness
of defeat into the light of hope in victory. With every shot fired
atthe enemy, tens and hundreds of sons of our Arab people left
for the front, shaking off them the powder of defeat. Thanks to
heroic struggle, the revolution was able to achieve much that
earlier had been banned in a number of Arab countries.

The revolutionary forces in the Arab countries made use
of many information enterprises and institutions in which they
had great influence, although they themselves did not own
these institutions. At this time the revolution had the chance to
broadcast its own programs from Arab radio stations (Cairo,
Damascus, Baghdad, Algiers). It also had its own press organs
(Fatah, al-Hadaf, al-Hurriya) and other instruments such as
communiques and posters.

1970 - 1980

After the foundations were built for our information system
on a national and international scale, the Palestinian revolution
found itself engaged in an endless war launched against it by
imperialism, Zionism and Reaction for the purpose of liquidat-
ing it - in Jordan in 1970, in Lebanon starting in 1973 and in
1975 until the present day.

Imperialism, Zionism and Reaction concentrated their
forces to liquidate the Palestinian revolution, which in a rela-
tively short time had proven able to win a firm position interna-
tionally, in the Arab world and on a national scale, and in the
Arab Homeland it raised high the banner of struggle against
imperialism and Zionism.

We can say that all the battles against the Palestinian
revolution launched by the various components of the enemy
camp failed and that the enemy was unable to carry out his
intentions. We can say that despite some blows that hit the
revolution and inspite of the cruelty of some battles, the overall

results were a strengthening of the position of the Palestine
Liberation Organization as the sole representative of the
Palestinian people, and reinforced the rights of the Arab Pales-
tinian people to self-determination on the soil of their own
homeland.

There is no doubt that the most recent war waged by Israel
against the Palestinian revolution had the greatest influence in
this field, because the revolution was able to reply to the force
of Zionist attacks. Despite all the losses which the Lebanese
and Palestinian civilian population suffered, the final result was
a big political victory for the PLO. This is sure to be followed by
new Zionist-imperialist attacks in order to exhaust and weaken
the revolution. The growth of the political and military strength
of the PLO represents a threat to the interests of imperialism
and the Zionists, as well as Arab reactionaries, who are trying
to remove all obstacles standing in the way of concluding a
broad pact covering the Zionist enemy and led by the USA.

On aworldwide scale the Palestinian cause has exceeded
the limits and aims of the first stage. In the first stage, Palesti-
nian information activities succeeded in enscribing in different
world media the name of Palestine as the cause of a people.
Then they began to have animpact so that an awareness of the
justice of the Palestinian cause and the rights of the Palestinian
people to self-determination attained a level from which there
is no going back.

Today, not even in the enemy camp can there be any
doubt or argument as to whether the Arab Palestinian people
exist or do not exist. In 1968, 1969 and 1970 a number of
Zionists were still claiming that there was no such thing as a
Palestinian people. But after years of struggle the question of
the existence of a Palestinian people and their rights are no
longer the subject of discussion.

Palestinian information in this stage used more advanced
means than the communication media it had in the earlier
stage. Through educated and experienced cadres it was able
to break through the barriers that imperialism and Zionism had
erected in world information.

Besides using the media that the revolution itself had
(posters, publications, magazines in various languages),
these cadres and institutions also utilized bourgeois communi-
cation media, especially their liberal-peripherial components,
in order to bring to public opinion information about the posi-
tions of the revolution.

In this stage the Palestinian revolution developed com-
munication media which it owns. This process proceeded
together with the development of the revolution and the inten-
sification of its ideological and cultural content.

In this period, too, for instance, interest began to be shown
in cinematography as one of the means of information and cul-
ture. A kind of competition even developed among the indi-
vidual components of the revolution in promoting this art. Car-
dinal attention was focused on the documentary film, Palesti-
nian information workers in this field attained many successes
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at world festivals and were able to spread the truth through this
medium, which until then had not been utilized.

The Palestinian revolution began to be interested also in
other cultural fields. Political and folk songs developed on a
high level and far more attention was paid to the cultural
legacy. We have only to mention the folk dance which the
revolution used as a cultural information medium on an Arab
and world scale.

This development came about thanks to the attention paid
by the revolutionary forces to communication media. The
development of various sectors of information and the opening
of new ones contributed substantially to a fairly crystallized pic-
ture of the Palestinian revolution among world public opinion
and to strengthening awareness regarding the legality of
Palestinian rights to self-determination.

As for the national scene, Palestinian information helped
to crystallize two basic problems. These were, in particular,
strengthening the democratic character of the Palestinian
revolution. The period we are speaking about saw the highest
level of political competition among the individual elements of
the revolution. Had not «established norms» been set up, there
would have been the threat of a split in the Palestinian ranks.
After the October war (1973), projects were submitted for a set-
tlement to which two approaches developed on the Palestinian
scene: One said that a settlement is necessary, while the sec-
ond assessed the balance of forces differently and felt that any
settlement under the existing conditions would inevitably serve
the interests of the enemy.

The various Palestinian information media had the task of
standing up against the intrigues and plans of the enemy to
foment quarrels and a struggle in this regard. These media
demonstrated that they were able to uphold the required
degree of responsibility in expressitig themselves.

The political information battle of that time reinforced the
democratic content and democratic awareness in the ranks of
the Palestinian revolution.

In second place was the question of the ability to develop
the means for a national mobilization in an atmosphere of reac-
tionary pressure from within and imperialist-Zionist pressure
from without, of improving the quality of mass activities and the
revolutionary forces and information for these masses. These,
in most cases, were joint Lebanese-Palestinian activities.

In this period the revolution proved able to build new infor-
mation institutions such as a news agency and an independent
radio, which thus increased and expanded its opportunities of
reaching the masses.

What to say about the future?

The first stage of development reinforced the name of
Palestine on a world scale and raised the spirit of patriotism to
a national level. The second stage definitively raised to an
irreversible level on a worldwide scale the question of Pales-
tine as the cause of a people and their just rights. It proved on
the national and Arab scale that the PLO is the only legal rep-
resentative of the Arab people of Palestine. In the future the
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obligations placed on Palestinian information workers will be
even more demanding. The tasks can be summarized as fol-
lows:

1) A clear crystallization of the aims of the Palestinian revolu-
tion to a phased level means the crystallization of the phased
aim of the PLO which is the establishment of an independent
state on the soil of Palestine without any conditions.

2) To counter information intrigues and liquidationist plans,
plans to disorient Arab and Palestinian public opinion, to
spread a spirit of despair and hopelessness among the ranks
of the people and to stir up irresponsible groups against the
revolution.

After the Camp David agreement made full use of the pos-
sibilities given by the Egyptian front, the endeavours of the
liquidators inevitably came up against the core of the Middle
East problem, namely, the Palestinian cause. Itis necessary to
work out plans able to thwart these intrigues.

The efforts of the enemy camp are concentrated on
imposing a project for autonomy according to the stipulations
of the Camp David accords, which Begin and Sadat each inter-
preted differently. One wanted autonomy only for residents but
not the territory; the other wanted autonomy for the residents
and the territory.

These are, simultaneously, a demonstration by the USA
and Israel to prevent the PLO from continuing the struggle for
the right of the Arab Palestinian people to self-determination,
and to besiege the PLO by a worldwide blockade.

Contradictions on a worldwide scale, the growth of the
camp supporting the revolution, and the increased strength of
the democratic forces offer a chance to define more clearly the
phased aims of our revolution, and also enable us to concen-
trate support on the most important.

The task, in brief, is to formulate the ideas of the revolu-
tion, on the right to self-determination and on establishing a
state, into a clear political project which will be circulated
through information media on all levels.

Our task in the forthcoming period will be to explain to all
how we understand the right to self-determination and what
are the goals at this stage.

This new, third stage of our struggle means improving the
management and direction of information activities. We are
also very careful to see to it that the support of the worid demo-
cratic forces is concentrated on the main idea, which is the
establishment of an independent Palestinian state. From infor-
mation workers we demand that they orient Palestinian efforts
in this direction, so as to unite the Palestinian forces to achieve
this clearly stated goal.

Various Palestinian information institutions must realize
more urgently their responsibility towards this task and go
further in mutual coordination.

On the national scale, the enemy spares no efforts to use
all means to divert the Palestinian public opinion from its
course and to weaken its attitude. Conceming such
endeavours requires expending maximum information efforts,



so that the masses realize what danger threatens them.

It calls for a progressive form of coordination and cooper-
ation between media of the individual components of the resis-
tance.

If such tasks face us on worldwide and national levels,
then how does the overall structure of the communication
media measure up to it?

Institutions and Their Unification

The successes attained by Palestinian information work-
ers could have been even greater if Palestinian information
institutions had been united.

The unity of such institutions would ensure an ability to
concentrate and a suitable deployment of forces. It would
ensure also the development of personnel, raising their qualifi-
cations and professional abilities. Information institutions must
plan the training of cadres and their improved qualifications on
a Palestinian-wide level and for the individual organizations:
Fatah - the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine - the
Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palestine - EI-Sa’iqa -
the Arab Liberation Front - the Front for Popular Struggle - the
General Command - and the Front for the Liberation of Pales-
tine.

Each of these organizations has its own information
apparatus whose size varies, just as does its area of impact.

This fragmentation of the apparatus has resulted, natur-
ally, in a fragmentation of resources, abilities, energies and
personnel. We might give some graphic examples. We know
that the question of our national unity is very complicated and
this is not the right place to deal with it. But when we guarantee
every organization the right to express its own ideas and polit-
ical views, there is no reason to set up fragmented information
institutions.

We shall not mention here newspapers and magazines
because they are instruments for expressing the political and
ideological positions of each individual organization (this, of
course, does not mean that we do not have criticisms of these
instruments).

Below we shall deal with general information areas about
which, in my opinion, there should not be any arguments as to
the importance of unifying efforts expended on them.

Reviving the Palestinian Folk Cultural Heritage

Can there be any difference of opinion on the need to
revive the Palestinian folk cultural legacy? And can there be
any argument that the shortest and healthiest path to this goal
would be the unification of forces into a single entity? Why not
form such a unified whole that we could call the Institute of
Palestinian Folk Cultural Heritage?

Folk Art

Can there be any quarrel on the need to develop Palesti-
nian folk art, song and dance? And can there be any differ-
ences on the need to create a unified institution concentrating

all the talents and ability able to do something in this field,
instead of the fragmentation and squandering going on in
many places? Instead of corrupted cadres we could create a
central ensemble of Palestinian folk dances containing the
best talents.

In this way we will ensure a better presentation of our art.
We can guarantee the continuity of work through a training
institute that belongs to the enseble and looks after the educa-
tion and development of its artistic personnel.

Cinematography

Despite the fact that in this field until now we have had
quasi-individual efforts, important successes were achieved in
short documentary films. Otherwise, Palestinian film art is
growing only slowly, despite the fact that the armed struggle
our youth is waging and the battles it is fighting offer great
opportunities for creative talents and abilities. There is no
doubt that the fragmentation of talents and the non-existence
of a unified institution in charge of artists and that would set out
the policy of training personnel is responsible for the fact that
this art is advancing so slowly.

It should also be said that quite a few documentary films
have been made. Some are extremely good and have won
prizes and recognition at world festivals, while others merely
repeat what has already been said in earlier productions. On
the whole, however, the documentary film on the Palestinian
scene has now reached the phase of quantitative saturation,
and if the qualitative level does not rise this will have a negative
effect on the role it is to play.

In this stage it is necessary to take a more far-reaching,
important step - to begin production of feature films.

The Palestinian revolution, Palestinian history, battles
and heroism offer many opportunites to creative directors and
writers to join together in the production of feature films which
can substantially contribute to national mobilization and to
clarifying the cause of our people to the world public.

This is one of the most significant information sectors of
strategic importance. A large part of the disorientation of world
public opinion can be laid at the door of feature films produced
by big world firms financed by Zionists for the purpose of dis-
torting the facts and falsifying the picture of the Arabs as a
whole and the Palestinian fighters in particular. There is no
doubt that the creation of an institution able to mobilize the
artistic potential and with the resources to produce feature
films, so that they are able commercially to compete with disin-
formation films, weuld have a great effect in the fight against
falsification and in spreading healthy ideas.

The question arises: what prevents the creation of such an
institution?

The truth is that there is no objective obstacle. Therefore
the task of setting up a unified film enterprise is a basic duty
that Palestinian information workers must cope with. Such an
establishment would guarantee the production of mature
documentaries and feature films and through an associated
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