4

Volume Il
Nov. 1970

.the faCtS ABOUT THE PALESTINE PROBLEM

bulletin
produced by
«The Arab
Women's
Information
Committee »
P.O. Box 320

BEIRUT
Lebanon

By

TWO NON-ZIONIST JEWS:

Hal Draper in the ISRAEL-ARAB READER
and

Isaac Deutscher in THE NON-JEWISH JEW
(p-1-5)

THE STORY OF ISRAEL

THE HIJACKINGS

5o i

’

SOME WESTERN VIEWPOINTS (. 611




THE STORY OF ISRAEL
BY

TWO NON ZIONIST JEWS :

RESTING ON FALSE BASIS

«Towards the end of the 19th century, a movement arose which did in fact set
itself the aim of destroying the nation which inhabited Palestine then; and more-
over it did so. That movement was the Zionist movement.»

(Hal Draper, The Israel-Arab Reader, ed. Walter Lajueur, pub, Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 1969, p. 288)

«The rise of India, Burma, and Ghana, etc., from colonial subjection to independent
statehood has been an organic, social and political process in a way in which the
rise of Israel was not. What is worse, Israel has found itself in conflict, open or
latent, with so many of the rising nations of Asia and Africa. Israel cannot have
it both ways: it cannot present itself as one of these nations and claim for itself the
rights due to them and, at the same time, pursue its own interests, real or
imaginary, in steady opposition to them or in haughty aloofness.»

(Isaac Deutcher, The Non-Jewish Jew & Other Essays, pub. Oxford.University Press, 1968, p. 122)

«Conjuring up Biblical myths and all the ancient religious-national symbols of
Jewish history, the propagandists whipped up that frenzy of belligerence, arrogance
and fanaticism of which the Israelis gave such startling displays as they rushed to
Sinai and the Wailing Wall and to Jordan and the walls of Jericho. Behind the
frenzy and arrogance, there lay Israel's suppressed sense of guilt towards the
Arabs, the feeling that the Arabs would never forget or forgive the blows Israel
had inflicted on them : the seizure of their land, the fate of a million or more re-
fugees, and repeated military defeats and humiliations. Driven half mad by fear
of Arab revenge, the Israelis have, in their overwhelming majority, accepted the
"doctrine ' that holds that Israel's security lies in periodic warfare which every

impotence.
few years must reduce the Arab states to impotence.» (Deutcher, op. cit. pp. 128, 129)



THE WARS OF ISRAEL

«Still, we must exercise our judgement and must not allow it to be clouded by
emotions and memories, however deep or haunting. We should not allow even in-
vocations of Auschwitz to blackmail us into supporting the wrong cause. I am
speaking as a Marxist of Jewish origin, whose next-of-kin perished in Auschwitz
and whose relatives live in Israel. To justify or condone Israel’s wars against the
Arabs is to render Israel a very bad service indeed and to harm its
own long-term interest. Israel's security, let me repeat, was not enhanced by the
wars of 1956 and 1967; it was undermined and compromised by them.»

(Deutcher, op, cit. p. 149)

«More and more Israeli leaders are oriented toward a « preventive » war, since
military force was their only answer to the problem created by their own crimes.
This was the traditional answer of the militarist and expansionist men-
tality; it is the same answer as was recommended by General MacArthur on
how to treat Koreans and Chinese and other such « gooks » — you show them who's
master — that's what they can understand, etc. The answer of the Israeli militarists
was, similarly : kill and terrorize the «g oks » and « teach them a lesson » so that
they won’t do it again.» e ot 307
« This victory is worse for Israel than a defeat. Far from giving Israel a higher
degree of security, it has rendered it much more insecure. If Arab revenge and
extermination is what the Israelis feared, they have behaved as if they were bent on

turning a bogey into an actual menace. »
(Deutcher, op. cit. p. 142)

1. « General Dayan, the hero and saviour, with the political mind of a sergeant-
major, ranting about annexation and venting a raucous callousness about the fate
of the Arabs in the conquered areas... (' What do they matter to me?' ' As far as I
am concerned, they may stay or they may go.') Already wrapped in a phoney
military legend — the legend is phoney for Dayan neither planned nor conducted the
six days’ campaign — he cuts a rather sinister figure, suggesting a candidate for
the dictator's post.»

(Ibid., p. 149)

2. « Dayan acted as a kind of Marshal Ky for the Middle East and appeared to
be doing his job with startling speed, efficiency, and ruthlessness. He was, and is,
a much cheaper and far less embarrassing ally than Ky. »

(Ibid. p. 132)

THE PLIGHT OF THE REFUGEES

3. « Along the border areas, Palestinian Arabs were pushed over the line into the
Gaza Strip, or into Jordan, and then they were shot on sight as infiltrators if they
tried to come back. It was in ways like this which I sketch here only briefly —
that Israel's rulers created the massive Arab refugee problem. Literally they sur-
rounded the country with a circle of hatred — hatred which they themselves had
caused — the hatred of the despoiled Palestinian Arabs looking over from the
other side of the border and seeing their own lands being tilled by strangers whom
the Zionists had brought from thousands of miles away to take their place.»

(Draper, op. cit. p. 296)



2. «There was plenty of room in Israel for such hundreds of thousands of Jews
(from Yemen and Morocco) but in the negotiations over the Arab refugee problem
there was not a dunam of land that could be spared. The decisive thing to remem-
ber is that, from the Zionist viewpoint, for every single despoiled Arab who would
be readmitted to Israel there was a Jew who could therefore not be ingathered.»

(Ibid. p. 298)

«The European survivors of Hitler’s death camps are not the Jews who run Israel;
their terrible fate has been a tool used by the men who run Israel, so that the crimes
of the Nazis have been used to deflect the attention of world public opinion from
the crimes committed in Palestine.»

(Ibid. p. 288)

« This terrible plight (of the Jewish refugees) and this great world sympathy
were not enough to open the gates of a single Western country to those Jewish
refugees !»

' Morris Ernst, the famous civil liberties lawyer who was involved at the time, has
told the story, among others: about how the leaders of the Zionist movement
exerted all the influence they could muster to make sure that the U.S. did not open
up immigration to these Jews — for the simple reason that they wanted to herd

these same Jews to Palestine.'
(Ibid. p. 292)

PROGNOSIS : A GRIM FUTURE

«In this stridently militaristic Zionist state, the current of Jewish humanism,
which was one of the glories of the Jewish people from Maimonides to Spinoza
and after, is today represented only by a minority — a minority whose voices are
rarely heard abroad, and hardly at all in the U.S.; but it is this minority which

represents the only Israel with whom one can identify.»
(Draper, op. cit. 290)

«It may be that, in the Middle East entanglement, the Arabs, or some of the
Arabs, can survive this conflict. But it is doubtful whether, in the long run, the
Jews of Israel can. What the Zionists have made out of Israel is a new ghetto —
a state ghetto with state boundaries. That's not a new life for the Jews; that is
more of the old life of which the Jews have had more than their share. This
generation of Zionist hawks ruling Israel is a curse. No matter how many more
great military victories they win, the sea of Arab peoples ringing them cannot be
climinated from the picture, and hatred grows. It may be another decade or two
before the Arab states become modernized enough to wage war effectively; and
then it will take more than euphoria over military heroes to point a way for
Israel.»

(bid p, 300)

« As if infected with the old European concept and disdain for Asians and
Africans (a disdain of which Europeans are slowly but surely curing themselves
through bitter experience), the Israelis are evidently underrating the potentia-
lities of their neighbours and their capacity for progress. Ben Gurion appears at
times to be one of the last depositories of the philosophy of the white man's

burden.»
(Deutcher, op. cit. pp. 121-122)



«They (the Israelis) might at least take a more sober view of their predicament
and chances and beware of being carried away by their new-fangled and already
red-hot nationalism. They also ought to get used to the idea that their state is
not above criticism : it is an earthly creation not a Biblical sanctity, not a
' chosen ' nation-state.»

(Ibid., p, 124)

«What a fate it is for the Jewish people to be made to appear in this role ! As
agents of early capitalism they were still pioneers of progress in a feudal society;
as agents of the late, over-ripe imperialist capitalism of our days, their role is
altogether lamentable; and they are placed once again in the position of potential

scapegoats. Is Jewish history to come full circle in such a way?»
(Ibid p. 151)

«I am entirely willing to denounce anyone who wants to destroy any existing
state including Israel; but some thought should be given to this recent history
by those who are willing to denounce only the threat to destroy Israel.»

(Draper, op. cit. p. 295)






