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On Publishing Palestine Perspectives

Over the years, a whole set of mutilated images has emerged in
this country about the struggle in Palestine and of the Palestinian
people. Commentators have traditionally exhibited ignorance about
the national aspirations of the Palestinian people and the complex
energies and goals of the Palestinian liberation movement. A
whole body of racist mythology exists whose underlying theme is
that the Palestinians are less than human and that somehow they
should not be free and independent.

Hence, Palestine Perspectives, a monthly published by the
Palestine Information Office, will address itself to defining the
social, political and cultural reality of the Palestinian people and
the secular, democratic values of their liberation movement.
Behind the initiative of Palestine Perspectives is the belief that it is
now time to go beyond one-dimensional statements about
Palestine, that carry little or no truth, to a serious and relevant
exploration of the conflict existing between Zionism and
Palestinian nationalism.

The struggle for Palestine is already sixty years old. It has come
to be the defining issue for peace and justice intheMiddle East —
with obvious implications for the entire international community.
And for the last sixty years, it has been a major dynamic in the
whole Arab world, both as a critique and as an inspiration for its
nationalist motivations.

Certainly, then, as this issue is debated in world capitals and has
exploded once again into war with the Israeli invasion of Lebanon,
understanding the contemporary and historical dimensions of the
Palestinian people’s struggle for freedom is indispensable. And no
meaningful understanding of the Palestine conflict, or its
peripheral component, the Arab-Israeli dispute, is possible
without an appraisal of the consequences that the transformation
of Palestine into a Zionist-controlled entity has had on the lives of
the Palestinian people. In other words, the political and moral
question of Palestinian national rights in Palestine remains basic to
any judgment of Israel as a state and Zionism as a movement.

Consequently, when Israel is defined as a democracy, it is
obvious that this “democracy” is worthless so long as the
Palestinians, who now live either in exile or under military
occupation, are excluded from it and have not had a say in framing
its institutional dimensions.

If Israel can be defined as a democracy, then South Africa and
Rhodesia are “democracies” too — exclusivist democracies for
the benefit of a settler people.

A grim evidence of the irreconcilable formulations of this
“democracy” is the Israeli Law of Return, which is eloquently
unambiguous in its racist negation of all the tenets of democracy.
The Law of Return makes it possible for a Jew from Miami Beach,
New York or the Soviet Union to emigrate to, and settle in, Haifa,
say, but bars a Palestinian, who was born there, from returning to
the same city. No common or uncommon trick of argument could
conceal the monumental injustice inherent in this law —
introduced into Palestine by European settlers who in 1948 took
over the major part of Palestine and expelled its inhabitants, and in
1967 took over the rest of the land west of the River Jordan and
subjugated its inhabitants under military rule.

And regardless of how sympathetic one is to Israel, no attempt
at reshuffling the history of the region could ever conceal two
facts: That the occupation of one people by another, which is what
has been taking place on the West Bank and in Gaza over the last
eleven years, cannot be justified and that Jewish settlers in
Palestine have created a state at the cost of making the
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Palestinians stateless, that they now live in homes because the
Palestinians are homeless and that they seek to be free only at the
cost of denying the Palestinians their own freedom — the freedom
of statehood, self-determination and sovereignty.

The Palestinians have struggled for freedom for thirty years
inside Palestine (1917-1948) and for another thirty years outside of
it (1948-1978). They have not vanished. Rather, they have written
an eloquent statement about their capacity to endure, survive,
struggle and regain their national sense of worth. They have been
able to assert their presence on the politico-social reality of the
whole Middle East, and etch their sense of peoplehood on the
consciousness of the rest of the world.

Today, Palestinians born in exile are more Palestinian and more
militant than their parents’ generation. And today, Palestinians
have trained more university graduates than any country in the
Middle East and count in their midst poets, writers, ideologues,
novelists, journalists, artists and educators.

More than weapons, the Palestinians of this generation are
armed with resources inherent in the human spirit; they are
endowed with a collective consciousness that only a nation in
exile, determined at any cost to reassemble its identity, can
produce; and the social, political and cultural nexus binding this
nation has never been more cohesive than it is today, as
Palestinians in exile struggle to Return to their homeland whence
their traditions, their myths, their values and their roots are to be
found. Not in any other place will Palestinians ever find peace or
create conditions that would bring to an end their long exile and
the devastation that has characterized their existence for the last
three decades.

Palestine Perspectives will argue these issues every month,
contending meanwhile that for every single question about the
Middle East there is not, as has been traditionally the case, a single
answer — an Israeli answer. Palestine Perspectives will not
countenance the possibility that the study and transmission of
literature on Palestine, other than that disseminated by Israel, is of
marginal significance, is bizarre or subversive. Palestine
Perspectives sees no reason why, moreover, analysis of the
Palestine conflict should remain twisted and cheapened by awhole
body of racist mythology, for many years an integral part of media
perceptions, that seeks to single out the Palestinians as the only
people in the world who somehow do not have the right to be free.

Palestine Perspectives will have a progressive editorial stance.
This publication’s commitment is to secular, democratic and
humanistic values. It condemns injustice wherever and against
whomever it is practiced. Its most important statement is the
statement of the Palestinian liberation movement — which reflects
the diverse currents and sensibilities of Palestinian society — of
struggle until victory for the principles of social justice, secularism
and freedom in Palestine.

To Our Readers:
Palestine Perspectives welcomes letters to the editor, reports of
local activities, photographs and news items of interest.












