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ELEVEN YEARS OF OCCUPATION

The Palestinian territories of the West Bank and the Gaza Strip,
remnants of 1948 Palestine, are home to one and a half million
Palestinians. Eleven vears ago, these territories and their
inhabitants came under the direct military occupation of Israel. In
the West, the suffering of Palestinians living under Israeli rule
has often been ignored or treated as a troublesome obstacle to
peace. It has rarely been confronted straightforwardly. And
meanwhile, the anger of the occupied grows, and a weariness of
spirit about the possibility of the emergence of conditions in
Palestine for peace.

As a consequence of the occupation, the Israelis too, in
adopting a vision of being free only at the cost of denying the
Palestinians their freedom, are themselves, in a sense, victims of
occupation — the occupation of the human spirit by the racist
negation of another people.

News from the West Bank last month again points to more
Israeli conquest and expansion and away from peace. In May, the
occupying authorities revoked the powers of attorney held by
Palestinians living outside the area, whether in Arab countries or in
Europe, North America or elsewhere in the world. This action
allows the Israeli authorities to take over all land and homes owned
by these Palestinians under a law called the “Law of Absentee
Property.” This involves, in the case of Palestinians living in non-
Arab countries alone, no less than 11,000 homes and 100,000
acres of land. At this time, it appears that protest by Pales-
tinians has managed to hold up the confiscation, but the history
of the Absentee Property Law does not lead to optimism about
the eventual conclusion.

This law was hastily introduced and implemented by Israel 1in
1948 to justify the takeover of all moveable ind immoveable
property left behind by Palestinians (750,000) who fled or were
physically expelled to the surrounding countries following the
establishment of a Zionist entity in Palestine that year.
Concurrently with this, was another law introduced with equal
haste called the “Present Absentee Property Law” that Israel used
to justify the takeover of the land, homes and farms of Palestinians
who had not fled their country in 1948 but who happened to be
“absent” at the time of the war — in most cases, peasants and
farmers who had escaped to nearby villages for shelter. Whole
families thus disenfranchised, would return home after the war to
find that Jewish settlers were already living in their homes and
tilling their land — and end up working as hired hands there.

Zionist attitudes to Palestinians, and Israel’s mistreatment of
them under occupation, have been decisively shaped long before
1967 or even 1948.

The problem that Israel claims as its basic concern — security
— began long before Israel was established, or even before the first
trickle of Jewish immigrants into Palestine took place around the
First World War. It began with the early Zionists, who excluded
from their considerations, and consistently tried to belittle, the fact
that Palestine, where they intended to create a “Jewish State,”
was already inhabited by people who were not going to share
Zionist ambitions about the superimposition of another people
and another state in the country.

Few early Zionist activists and ideologues, in their writings or
statements, addressed themselves to that problem. Some
perceptive Zionists, however, did warn their colleagues of the
danger that may result from ignoring this one crucial fact.

Asher Ginzberg, who wrote under the name of Ahad Ha’am,
visited Palestine in 1891, to assess for himself what his fellow
Zionists in Europe seemed to be planning with such facile ease.
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Finding the country already inhabited by the Palestinians, he
warned that it was “difficult, except upon sand dunes or stony hills,
to find untilled soil in Palestine.” Above all, he warned that the only
way Jewish settlers could be accepted in Palestine would be in
winning the good will of the Palestinians, interacting with them in
dignity, respect and friendliness.

“Yet”, he said in his article, entitled “Truth from Palestine,” (in
Zionism Reconsidered, New York 1970), “What do our brethren
do in Palestine? Just the very opposite! Serfs they were in the lands
of the diaspora and suddenly they found themselves in
unrestricted freedom and this change has awakened in them an
inclination to despotism. They treat the Arabs with hostility and
cruelty, deprive them of their rights, offend them without cause
and even boast of these deeds; and nobody amongst us opposed
this despicable and dangerous inclination.”

The warnings of Ginzberg went unheeded, as did those by
Jewish activists in the next generation who shared Ginzberg’s
humanism and realistic grasp of the geopolitics of the region, such
as Martin Buber and Judah Magnes.

But Zionism was not to be led by such men. The leadership of
the Zionist movement, and the destiny of the Jews in Palestine
(who, in the 1930s were now flooding into the country) was to be in
the hands of men who knew nothing of the existence of the
Palestinians there or imagined it could be dealt with by force — the
latter concept being part of the colonial and racist ethos around
the turn of the century when Third World peoples could be pushed
around, dislocated, and massacred in the name of “civilization.”

If it was a mistake to contemplate the creation of a Jewish State
in Palestine, in ignorance of the existence of the Palestinian people
there, without their consultation and over their pleas or protests,
then it was a tragedy and an injustice to create one at the cost of
expelling the Palestinians and denying them the right of repatriation.

The Zionists, by 1948 however, had succeeded. But a mistake
that succeeds is still a mistake, especially when those who
committed it will not now commit themselves to rectifying it.

From the onset of Israel’s establishment, this mistake lay at the
heart of the Arab-Israeli conflict, dictated Israel’s policies with the
Arabs and is the origin of Israel’s failure to achieve “security” in the
Arab world and “recognition” from the Palestinians.

But in the final analysis, the “security” that Israel claims it needs
from the Arab World and the acceptance that Jews in Palestine
must have from Palestinian Arabs in order to be secure, must be
sought not in the occupation of one people by another, but in a
freedom from occupation and conquest.

Without the growth of this awareness, Israeli Jews will continue
to be possessed by the notion that Palestinians can be indefinitely
subjugated or that they will one day vanish. This is a vision that no
Arab and no Palestinian can accept and that every Arab and every
Palestinian will fight against.

Is it relevant, we ask, to talk at a time like this, after eleven years
of military occupation and thirty years of exile, about “partial
justice” for the Palestinians? In a time when Palestinian men and
women are made to die in exile, and are made to emigrate from the
West Bank and Gaza in order to be told that the land and homes
they have left behind are no longer theirs by virtue of some law
introduced by alien occupiers, in a time like this, is further
colonization, masked by talk of “self-rule,” and “Palestinian
entity,” pardonable?

(Continued on page 15)





















True. But first one must identify the
enemy.

The soldier does not have this problem.
The issue is, are we going out to war or are
we not?

But in the case of meeting a civilian
population?

In Jaffa, there was once a civilian
population or was there not? In Haifa there
was a hostile civilian population or was there
not? Did they leave one apartment
untouched or unlooted?

Assuming that the Lebanon war was not
the last war, how can a young Israeli be
prepared for a meeting with civilians during
the fighting?

The men who fought in the Litani
operation (the Lebanon invasion) were
prepared in principle, not in details. This
civilian population, in the midst of whom we
fought, is a population that has been
sheltering the terrorists for over 10 years. . .
I myself, as a front commander, shelled
them for two and a half years. After the
slaughter in Avivim I bombed and shelled four
villages with no formal permission. . .

Indiscriminately?

What discrimination? The people of Irbid
(a town in East Jordan shelled 1968-1970)
did nothing when [ bombed and shelled
them. . . What has come over you? Are you
forgetting your history?

Our official military statements always
spoke about retaliations against the
sources of fire and reprisals waged only
against terrorist targets.

Come on, really. . . Don’t you know that
the Jordan Valley was emptied during the
war of attrition?

In other words, when you are talking
about a bombardment (by the IDF) you
mean we did it indiscriminately?

I don’t have a selective memory. I have
been serving in the army for 30 full years.
You think I don’t know what we did all those
years? What we did along the Suez canal?
We created one and a half million refugees.
Really where do you think you are?. . . How
come this population of Southern Lebanon
all of a sudden becomes a righteous one?
They knew what the terrorists were
doing. . .

Are vou saying that the population is
punishable?

Certainly, I have never had any doubts
about that.

For the full text, send 50¢ to “Shahak
Reports,” Palestine Human Rights
Campaign, 1322 18th Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C. 20036.

Israel Keeps Hold on Lebanon

The PLO Executive Committee in a state-
ment issued June 16th called the Israeli
policy of turning over occupied areas of
Southern Lebanon to Israel’s rightist allies
instead of to UNIFIL forces, “a masked
continuation of the occupation and an
extension of Israeli domination over these

areas.” This, in fact, the Executive
Committee stated, “rewards the aggressor
for his aggression” and is “against the will of
the international community.”

Israeli activities in the South were in
themselves a signal of continued involve-
ment in that area: on May 31, Israelis
launched a heavy and concentrated artillery
bombardment of civilian areas in Nabatiya
and surrounding villages, and on June 9, in
an amphibious assault, the Israelis attacked
Dahr-al-Bourj near Sidon Kkilling civilians
and blowing up houses.

JDL Uses Terror Tactics to Block
“The Palestinian”

The Jewish Defense League firebombed a
Los Angeles movie theatre on June 16 in an
attempt to prevent the screening of Vanessa
Redgrave’s film “The Palestinian.” A
previous movie theatre, the Samuel
Godwyn Theatre had cancelled its engage-
ment to show the film. “The Palestinian,”
however, played to a full house and finished
a successful two week engagement.

Vanessa Redgrave is the sponsor of a
resolution, signed by 73 other actors, which
was presented to British Equity, the British
performer’s union. The resolution de-
manded a boycott of Israel because of
“Israel’s brutal invasion and terror bombing
of South Lebanon.”

(Newsbriefs continued on page 12)

The following is an English language

LOOTING IN LEBANON

translation of a scarny (frivolous) ad which
was published in Al-Hameshmar newspaper
on April 14, 1978. “Al-Hameshmar” is a
Hebrew-language newspaper published in
Tel Aviv and the organ of the Mapam party,
a Zionist-leftist party. This ad was published
after repeated reports of Israeli soldiers in
South Lebanon are being engaged in wide-
spread looting.
The ad reads:
LOOTING IN SOUTH LEBANON

Excellent sets of furniture, televisions,
rugs, transistor radios and much more!
For those who did not steal the property left
behind after the 1948 war,

For those who did not haul goods away from
Gaza after the 1956 war,

For those who did not loot in the West Bank
in 1967,

And for those who did not steal from
American supplies in 1973,

Here is your chance! Don'’t just stand there,
this time do something for your own house!
Contact the General Agent
for the town of Tibnin.
Remember if you hesitate, the Phalangists
are waiting, they will beat you to it!
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A Look At Israel’s Record

It’s only logical that the illegality of the
Israeli occupation of Arab land is brought up
once again to the attention of the world, as
Israel celebrates the 30th anniversary of its
existence, an existence built on the ruins of
the Palestinian people who are now living in
exile or under occupation. Israel and inter-
national law, as understood by the majority
of world nations, seem mutually contradic-
tory. Israel’s actions in the last thirty years
can be depicted as a chain of progressively
hostile reactions to resolutions passed by
the United Nations. Nowhere is this more
clear than in the aftermath of the 1967 war
— the occupation of the West Bank, Gaza,
the Golan and parts of the Sinai.

Israel’s justification for this occupation
has generally been couched in terms of self-
defence. Self-defence as an inherent right of
nations was defined by Article 51 of the
Charter of the United Nations which states
whether explicitly or implicitly that an
“armed attack” is a necessary prerequisite
for invoking the right of self-defence. This
was further explained in the course of
General Assembly discussions in 1955, by
the Mexican delegate who said: “For the use
of force in self-defence to be possible under
the Charter, such force must be
immediately subsequent to and propor-
tional to the armed attack to which it was an
answer.” Without these conditions, the act
becomes a “reprisal” which is inconsistent
with the purpose of the United Nations.

In 1967, when the Arab-Israeli war broke
out, Israel’s response was neither
subsequent nor proportional to an Arab
military initiative. As a matter of fact, the
Israelis were the first to strike in 1967, as
came to be known at a later date.

Furthermore, Israeli response in the
name of self-defence to an alleged Arab
aggression can not be accepted as a justifi-
cation for Israel’s continued occupation and
annexation of Arab territory. Article 3 of the
U.N.’s definition of aggression states: “the
invasion or attack by the armed forces of a
state of the territory of another state or any
military occupation however temporary
resulting from such an invasion or attack, or
any annexation by the use of force of the
territory of another state of part thereof, is
labelled as aggression.”

Israel’s violation of international law and
United Nations resolutions becomes the
rule and not the exception. In the past thirty
years, Israel has violated more laws and
resolutions than any other nation in modern
history. And it has done this aided and
protected by total U.S. military, economic
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and political support.

Nevertheless, Israel’s illegitimate conduct
does not end at the United Nations. As a
matter of fact, Israel’s frustrations at
international condemnation often seem to
backfire on the people under its rule. The
more conscious the world becomes of
Israel’s aggressive activities, the more
vicious is the torture and persecution to
which people under its rule are subjugated.

The Israelis, in the name of national
security and in defiance of all the laws
pertaining to human rights, have created
laws of their own whose purposes are the
liquidation of the Arab presence in the
occupied territories and the exertion of
tremendous pressure on Arabs so they may
leave the country, which will, in turn, make it
easier for the Israelis to perpetuate their
rule.

For instance, a law such as the “Law of
Absentee Property” authorizes the
occupier to expropriate the property of the
occupied if the latter is considered “absent”
by the occupier. A factual account of such
happenings was reported in numerous
magazines, books, articles, and major
newspapers. For example, the New York
Times, in an article by Anthony Lewis on
May 25, 1978, spoke of the experience of
Mr. Aziz Shehade, a man of 65, and a
respected and successful West Bank
lawyer. Mr. Shedade, according to Mr.
Lewis, had bought some property near
Ramallah from a cousin who had lived in
Canada for years. When Mr. Shedade took
the “title documents to the Israeli military
government to register the transfer in the
routine way, he was told that the sale could
not go through; the land had been taken
over by the custodian of absentee
property.”

The New York Times also recorded the
story of an old woman who lived in a house
she had built years ago in Jenin. When the
old woman decided to give a third of the
property to each of two brothers living
abroad, the occupation official came to the
house and told her that her brothers’ share
had gone to the Custodian — She now must
pay rent on the home she built herself.

The people, as well as land and property,
are under attack. For instance, since 1967,
40,000 Palestinians have been imprisoned,
the overwhelming majority held in
administrative detention without trial. On
May 3, 1971, the Israeli newspaper Ma’ariv
reported: “In Gaza Strip alone, 5,620
Palestinians including men over 80 and
children of 12-14 had been sentenced to life

imprisonment.”

Israel Shahak, Chairman of the Israeli
League for Human and Civil Rights has
warned: “The Israeli conquest really has
genocidal tendencies towards the Pales-
tinian people, a people as a whole, if it is
followed up. It really can bring the abolition
of the Palestinian in Palestine. This is a very
real danger.”

Amnesty International, the International
Red Cross, the U.N. Commission of Human
Rights and the Israeli League for Human and
Civil Rights have all reported and
documented the tortures to which
Palestinian prisoners are subjected by
Israeli authorities.

The Israeli violation of all possible
international laws go even further to include
destruction of property. Between 1967-
1975, Israel destroyed more than 19,000
houses in the Occupied Territories, leaving
100,000 homeless. Even refugee shelters
were destroyed. In the Gaza Strip, the
occupation authorities destroyed 2,540
shelters between August 1971 and April
1973 alone. This was said to have been done
in the course of operations for “paving
security roads,” lessening population and so
on.

More expressive of the Israeli intentions is
their great preoccupation with settlement
programs. Israeli investment in constructing
settlements in the West Bank, usually on the
ruins of Arab land, is proceeding at a rapid
pace and has become a major obstacle to
peace.

Between 1967-1977 Israeli settlements
were founded on Arab land occupied in
1967. In the West Bank and Gaza Strip, 58
settlements were established. The land
appropriated for these settlements is usually
taken by one of several methods. One
method involves the forcible expropriation
of land. Another involves a nominal
compensation for the original owners. A
third authorizes the transfer of property of
Palestinians living abroad to government
ownership. The settlements tend to be
viewed as permanent, which adds to Arab
fears and doubts about the possibility of any
future Israeli withdrawal from Arab land.

Every individual settlement serves as an
example of the bigger state of Israel and its
racist and exclusivist policies. Settlements
are solidly built and surrounded with barbed
wire. Arabs are not allowed in the
settlements, with the exception of a few
where Arabs work as cheap hired labor.

West Bankers react sharply to settle-
ment, for they believe that the settlement












Dedicated to You, My Dear Palestine
by Shiba Mitsuyo

You are now the captains in the air
Directing the course toward freedom.

The earth no longer smiles

Where the children were broken to pieces,

Where the anger was buried of those first killed by guns;
The earth where the weeping mothers fell down
Screaming and kissing its clay;

Olive trees pulled out, sheep burned to ashes,
Houses swept down by a sea of flames.

The earth no longer smiles

While people are running away in panic,

While people are driven into the torture chambers in
bloodstained clothes,

And while people are burnt like firewood in air raids.

Oh Palestine, the burning eyes full of hope,

The invincible ranks of courageous fighters

Who will rise up again and again,

No matter how often the shells may strike them
We see you coming to us all the way

With the fighting pens and papers over the world,
By fighters with pen and paper all over the world,
By workers who print and carry,

A little girl in a wheelchair was reading your message,

An aged poor laborer was clipping your photograph,

Mothers sitting in the fields were firmly shaking your hands,
Protesting against the plunder of their farms by tear-gas bombs

Oh my dear children, who walked about the roads
Crying for a school to study in, and a place to pray,
A change of clothes and a drink of water.

Yesterday you were on the barricades,
Carrying sandbags in your small arms,

Protecting your mothers with guns in your hand at the doors.

From under the stones of the occupied land,
From the bundles of plundered barley,
From the tombs of the martyred victims,
Were handed down to you the weapons.
Fighters have been born from every house
Rising up to defend their naked lives.
Today you are the soldiers of the vanguard,
You are gentle lovers writing letters

In the blood-soaked hollows.

You will never leave sorrow behind,

You will never escape from unhappiness,
You will redeem your captured brothers
Offering yourself to the sacred cause.
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In the silence of the fighters in prison,
In the small demonstrations repeated,

In the hunger strikes in the frozen night,

In the eyes gouged out by torture,
In the courts where death sentences were passed,
We see you always in the vanguard.

Oh Palestine, the broad passionate breast,

The champion of freedom who brings back the light
And self-confidence to the crushed people.

From the muzzles of your guns will come forth

The love cherished in the long struggles.

When you bring the bright spring back to us,

The olive trees will put forth young shoots

From the bullet marks that are left in your body.
The earth will smile again,

Like an infant newly-born.
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Felicia Longer (continued frompage 5)

The police are beating people on the
streets of Nablus. The military governors
are forbidding the mayors to meet and to
discuss politics. Recently, the mayor of
Jericho was warned not to hold even a social
lunch. The Shiloh settlers (the fake
archeological settlement) are catching Arab
children who throw stones or shout against
them, putting them in Shiloh, and only after
the parents come and promise that the
children will behave properly are they
released.

Towards Peace

We are a nation which has suffered
tremendously for ages. A nation of refugees
and victims of fascism, which has been
indoctrinated for years by the Zionist theory
and practice to ignore and to despise the
rights of the Arabs, especially those of the
Palestinians, and to speak to them in the
language of rifles, bombs and prison cells.

In a letter to Angela Davis, while she was
in prison, James Baldwin has written: “One
might have hoped that, by this hour, the
very sight of chains on black flesh, or the
very sight of chains, would be so intolerable
a sight for the American people, and so
unbearable a memory, that they would
themselves spontaneously rise up and strike
off the manacles. But, no, they appear to
glory in their chains; now, more than ever,
they appear to measure their safety in
chains and corpses.”

Many vyears have passed since the
moment these words were written. Angela
is free. But as to our rulers, they are still

measuring their safety by chains and
corpses. But recently something was
changed. I am happy to say that by now
thousands of Israelis came to a conclusion
that only a solution, as I have just stated, is
able to break once and forever the vicious
circle of blood, sweat and tears. The
thousands, demanding PEACE NOW, do
not want any more chains and corpses,
which the Begin government is offering us
day by day. They are struggling together
with the progressive forces in Israel against
the disasterous policy of our government,
isolated and ostracized by almost all the

world, but still very dangerous in its blind
stubbornness.

The Palestinians have rights as human
beings, as a people. They will not give them
up. They have paid for them with a sea of
blood and they are ready to sacrifice more
and more until they are recognized.

In our era, the policy of expansion at the
expense of other peoples is condemned to
death. The day it dies will be one of the
happiest days for all the peoples in the
Middle East, so thirsty for peace.

Blessed are those who by their struggle
are bringing near this promised day.

subscription blank below.

Name:

DON'T MISS THE NEXT ISSUE OF PALESTINE PERSPECTIVES! In the months
to come, good sources of information and analysis of Palestine and its people will be
more crucial than ever. Palestine Perspectives will bring you direct and accurate
information about the Palestinian people — their current situation, their history, the
organization that represents them, the Palestine Liberation Organization, and their
goals and hopes for the future. To receive Palestine Perspectives, please fill out the

I enclose $10 for 12 issues of Palestine Perspectives.

Address:

Zip:

Please make checks payable to Palestine Information Office.

This material has been written, produced and/or distributed by the Palestine Information Office, 1326, 18th Street, N.-W., Washington, D.C. 20036 which is registered under the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938, as amended,
as an agent of the Palestine Liberation Organization, Beirut, Lebanon. Two copies of this material are being filed with the Department of Justice where the registration statement of the Palestine Information Office is available for
public inspection. Registration does not indicate approval of the contents of this material by the United States Government.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

=

JUNE 1978

VOL. 1, NO. 2

A
Monthly
Magazine
published
by

PALESTINE INFORMATION OFFICE
P.0. Box 57042

Washington, D.C. 20037)

BULK RATE
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Brentwood, MD
Permit No. 3039




