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The Palestine National Council Concludes Its Sessions

The Palestine National Council, the Palestinian Parliament in
exile, has concluded its recent sessions in Damascus with
resolutions affirming the Palestinian peoples’ commitment to the
total liberation of Palestine from Zionist settler colonial domination;
to the principles of national unity among the Palestinians and
democratic dialogue within the ranks of their revolution; to
solidarity with other liberation movements around the world and
with national democratic forces inside the Arab world; to rejection
of the Camp David Accords and all other imperialist plots aimed at
dominating the region of Africa and the Middle East; and to a
transitional program, to be implemented by the various popular
agencies of the executive committee of the P.L..O., that would aim at
strengthening the political, military, social, cultural, and economic
conditions of the Palestinians, whether in exile or in the occupied
homeland.

The resolutions adopted at the PNC are both predictable and
inevitable. The Palestinian people will never negotiate with, or in any
way recognize, the Urgun terrorists who now head the illegal regime
in Palestine. These terrorists through their interaction with
Palestinians since the 1920’s, have shown themselves to be, in the
general context of things, no better than racists. From the massacre
of Deir Yassein to the dropping of concussion bombs on innocent
civilians; from the expulsion of Palestinians in 1948 to the torture of
Palestinian prisoners on the West Bank/Gaza; and from the
expropriation of all lands owned by Palestinians who left in 1948, to
recent deportations, collective punishments on whole villages, the
blowing up of homes and the hideous terror tactics practiced
against the Palestinians under occupation: the Zionists in Palestine
have certainly shown themselves to be terrorist hoodlums armed
with a colonial vision of oppression, derived from nineteenth
century Europe, in a region that had struggled for two centuries to
liberate itself from the European colonial onslaught. The Zionist
leadership in Palestine, which had been thus terrorizing the
Palestinian people all these years, will not go unpunished by the
Palestinian people, nor will the struggle of the Palestinian people to
liberate its homeland from settler colonial apartheid culminate in
anything but victory. History, time and the dynamic of the mass
energy of the Palestinians are on the side of the Palestinian
revolution. The Palestinian revolution, reinforced by the formidable
will of a people that refuses to knuckle under, is gaining strength,
experience and know-how each year. The Phantoms and
concussion bombs owned by Israel, and the vision of racism that is
embodied in its institutions, are of less enduring value, in the final
analysis, than the symbols of freedom rooted in the human spirit of a
people committed to struggle. In the struggle of the many slaves
against the slavemaster, the many colonized against the colonizer,
the many occupied against the occupier, the many native sons
against the European settlers, the outcome of the struggle has never
been, in history, deflected from its preordained course.

The principle of national unity among Palestinians and
democratic dialogue in the Palestinian revolutionary movement is
more crucial today than at any other time since the re-emergence of
the revolution fourteen years ago, on January 1, 1965.

With the combined assault on the Palestinian movement, and the
rights of the Palestinians to freedom, becomingincreasingly evident
since the Camp David Accords, that which unites Palestinians
engaged in the national struggle today is more fundamental than the
trivial issues that divide them. The various ideological currents and
political sensibilities with which Palestinian society is imbued can
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find full democratic and open expression within the major factions in
arevolution that never seeks to suppress but derives its energy from
the popular organs of the masses.

The Palestinian movement considers itself, though flourishing
outside the orbit of any outside power, an integral part of all
liberation movements in the Third World struggling against
indigenous reaction and imperialism. Hence, the PNC resolution
adopted at the recent session is a logical expression of the
interdependence of peoples engaged in struggle, especially in Africa
and Iran, to wrest independence from the same enemy, for the same
cause, in the same battle. The Palestinians, in calling for a joint
struggle with the democratic forces in the Arab World, recognize
that the cooptation of an Arab regime by the imperialist forces, such
as in Egypt, does not imply the co-optation of the masses in Egypt.
There undoubtedly exist in Eqypt and other Arab countries, whose
regimes now act as agents of oppression, progressive masses whose
leadership the Palestinian revolution reaches out to in common
struggle.

The rejection of the Camp David Accords by the PNC needs no
elaboration. These Accords represents a blatant attempt to sell out
the Palestinian people and their rights, isolate the PLO, create
conditions for the flourishing of Zionism in the Palestinian homeland
and transform Egypt into a force dedicated to the destruction of
movements of liberation in Africa, just as Israel was intended from
its inception as a “state” to act as one in the Mashrek, and the
Shah’s Iran as another in the Gulf.

The transitional program the PNC adopted calls for a variety of
projects to continue the work already started in Palestinian society
by the revolution. This program would touch on every facet of
Palestinian life. In the economic field, attention is given to Samed,
whose workshops already employ thousands who produce a great
deal of the goods and services needed by Palestinians, especially in
Lebanon. Culturally, funds are allotted to the various institutions
engaged in the preservation and enrichment of Palestinian folk art.
The many educational centers, both of learning arid resea-ch, such
as the schools run by the P.L.O. around the Arab world for
Palestinian children and the diverse think tanks operating within
Palestinian institutes, will find themselves with a work load
considered by the revolution to be as equally significant as the
work load of Palestinian guerrillas in the mountains.

Special attention most decidedly was given to the plight of the
Palestinian people under occupation, the geographical severance
from whom was never considered an impediment by other
Palestinians for helping them and coordinating with them resistance
activities, as well as economic and social projects. Other popular
organs, councils, committees, unions and organizations, such as
the Palestine Red Crescent and the Palestine National Fund, will
each unquestionably find it has a role to play, each with its own
positional value in the struggle.

From year to year, from generation to generation, the revolution
prospers, grows and matures, drawing on the enormous resources
of a people against whom the Zionist movement has not scored a
single victory all these years—for the Palestinians have survived!
They have reassembled their nation in exile. And until they Return,
ending their exile, Israelis will continue to live in no more than a
mythical state, because the Palestinian component of Palestine is
crucial to its statehood. Without the Palestinians, Palestine will
remain undefined, form without content, an entity (though called by
another name) divorced from its relation to the real world.









Zionists Force Suspension of Palestinian Students

Six Palestinians and supporters were re-
cently suspended from the University of
Illinois in Chicago. They were suspended for
conducting a counter-demonstration during
the 30th anniversary “celebration” of the
State of Israel in May 1978. In addition to the
academic suspensions, the students also
face criminal charges.

Although numerous students
participated in the demonstration, only the
leadership of the Arab, Puerto Rican and
Iranian students as well as the O.A.S. and
Students for Palestine were charged and
brought before an academic disciplinary
hearing.

The pecple bringing the charges were
members cf different Zionist organizations
on campts. They alleged that the
Palestinian students and their supporters
had disrupted the Zionist celebration of the
establishment of the State of Israel. The
Zionists claimed that the celebration was a
“normal ancd necessary” activity. The
“normal and necessary” activity of the 30th
anniversary of the state of Israel was for
Palestinian students an attempt to
provoke them. Many had been driven from
their land by the Zionist occupation. For
example, the morning before the Israeli day
celebration, the Zionists blocked the
Palestinian literature booths by dancing
and singing.

From the outset of the campus
administrative proceedings, the Zionists
believed that they had been victimized by an
unjust disruption of their activity. One of the
lawyers for the Zionists referred to the
counter-demonstration as a “racist
pogrom.” They expressed a clear desire to
get assurances that the next Israeli day
celebration would not be disrupted and that
if such assurances could not be given, it
would be necessary for their own security to
prosecute the Palestinian students and
“teach them a lesson.” To that end, the
Zionists retained four attorneys. Two of
their attorneys were law professors
associated with Northwestern University.
Two attorneys were affiliated with the
American Jewish Congress.

The Palestinian students and supporters,
represented by National Lawyers Guild
attorneys advanced a political defense
directed at explaining how and why the May
11th celebration was a clear provocation to
the Palestinian students. “It would be
analogous to the U.S. cavalry celebrating
the ‘winning of the West’ from the native
Americans or the Klu Klux Klan holding a
celebration of South African Apartheid”,
explained one of the defense attorneys in his
opening statement.

The hearings commenced in early
September and met one to two times per
week for four months. The hearing
procedure itself lacked numerous
fundamental elements of due process.

Attorneys were not allowed to directly
cross-examine witnesses. All questions had
to be directed to the chairperson who would
then distort and rephrase the questions. For
example, when a defense attorney would try
to elicit information about a witness’s bias,
prejudice, organizational affiliation, i.e.,
membership in the JDL, the chairperson
would refuse to ask defense attorneys’ cross
examination questions directly. Instead she
would simply ask the witness the following.
question: “Are you biased or in any way
prejudiced against the defendant in this
case?” Naturally, each witness would deny
being prejudiced.

The chairperson continued to deny
defense attorneys’ motions challenging the
selection and composition of the hearing
panel due to under-representation of Third
World people, refusing to remove panel
members who had obvious Zionist
sympathies, refusing to allow expert
witnesses to testify about the political
significance of May 15th to the Palestinian
people. The chairperson accused the
lawyers for the Palestinian people of being
disruptive.

Perhaps one of the heaviest examples of
the biased nature of the hearing panel was
established when six weeks into the trial
defense attorneys obtained and offered
documentary evidence that an informed
advisor to the hearing panel, who had been
sitting among them throughout the pro-
ceedings, was on the governing council of
the American Jewish Congress. This is of
particular significance because the staff
counsel for the AJC was representing the
Zionist students. In a court of law if it can be
proved that there is clear and direct ties
between the judge and one of the attorneys,
such information would be grounds for a
mistrial. Such was not the case in the
Palestinian hearings at the University. The
chairwoman ruled that this information was
irrelevant and denied attorneys’ motion and
proceeded with the trial. From that moment
on the member of the governing council of
the AJC was no longer sitting among the
panel during the hearings.

Perhaps one of the high points of the hear-
ings was the case of Khalil Shalabi. Mr. Sha-
labi was charged with disruption of normal
and necessary extracurricular activities. The
complaining witness, Ms. Patty Ray, the
head of the Hillel organization at the

University of lllinois, swore that she saw Mr.
Shalabi break down the door of the room
where the celebration was being held, enter
the room and participate in chanting,
shouting and marching around the room.
Ms. Ray believed that she was making a
clear identification of Mr. Shalabi as she has
had numerous dealings with him as he is in
the leadership of the Organization of Arab
Students. Defense attorneys countered her
testimony by calling two University security
personnel who testified that Mr. Shalabi was
at all times present outside the Illinois room
and never once entered the room.
Furthermore, a record from the student
health service showed that Mr. Shalabi was
present in the health clinic at exactly the
moment that Mr. Shalabi was to have been
disrupting the lllinois room.

Upon the close of the hearings the
judiciary committee decided that six of the
seven students were guilty as charged. They
were given a 2 semester suspension and
placed on academic probation for the
duration of their school careers.

At the same time as the administrative
hearings proceeded so have cases in state
court. The students were charged with
assault, battery, criminal damage to
property and disorderly conduct. In the
state court one of the Palestinian’s lawyers
was criticized by the State’s Attorney. “How
could you be representing these people.
They’re anti-Semitic”, said the State’s
Attorney. “They’re not anti-Semitic, they’re
anti-Zionist”, countered the attorney for the
students. At another date the same State’s
Attorney remarked that he was sorry that
he was no longer on the case because he
would “demand the maximum penalty” for
the students.

Not only are the administrative and
judicial processes being used to stifle the
Palestinian students and supporters but the
Zionists have taken to more overt forms of
repression. On November 15, 1978, one of
the members of the O.A.S. was assaulted by
one of the JDL members by use of a set of
brass knuckles. Other members of the
O.AS. and their relations have received
threatening phone calls. At the present
time, defense attorneys are appealing the
school disciplinary hearings and will
probably be going to federal court if the
school doesn’t overturn the convictions.

Persons interested in obtaining more
information should write to: The Westtown
Community Law Office, 2403 W. North
Avenue, Chicago, IL 60647. Contributions
are desperately needed for the political and
legal defense effort.
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Report from the Palestine National Council

The fourteenth session of the Palestine
National Council, which met in Damascus
January 15-22, 1978, came at a time of
challenge for the PLO and the Palestinian
people. In the wake of Camp David, the
United States is trying to impose a
settlement on the area that denies the
national rights of the Palestinians. Israel is
conducting a military-political campaign to
suppress the Palestinians and strike against
them, especially in South Lebanon. The
PLO considers the Sadat iniative as
surrender to Israel’s demands and allowing
continued occupation of Palestinian land.

All the leaders of the Palestinian
resistance attended this crucial PNC. All
representatives of Palestinian trade,
professional, women’s, and student unions,
and all popular organizatibns were there to
discuss these challenges and to arrive at
policies for the coming period. The meeting
was characterized by extensive dialogue
and debate—all in ademocratic spirit. It was
very important to discuss political realities
and changes and arrive at a certain
consensus. One of the major achievements
of this council is reaching this consensus, in
the National Unity program, which was
passed unanimously by the council.
Following are some highlights from the
Council’s decisions:
® The program stressed rejection of the
Camp David accords, which it noted paved
the way for extended U.S. and Israeli
domination over the Arab and African
states, using the Eyptian regime.
® The program reaffirmed Palestinian
national rights, and the central role of the
PLO as “sole legitimate representative of
our people, leader of their national struggle
and their spokesman in all Arab and
international forums.” The program further
condemned all attempts to create
alternatives to or partners with the PLO in
representing the Palestinian people, and
expressed determination to pursue and
escalate armed struggle and all forms of
political and popular struggle inside and
outside the occupied territories.
® The program further backed the
Palestinian National Front in the occupied
land, and stressed the Palestinian people’s
attachment to Palestine as their historic
homeland and their opposition to all plans
for resettlement or for the creation of an
‘alternative homeland.” It pledged more
material and political support for Palestinian
struggling under occupation.
® The program affirmed that the National
Front for Confrontation and Steadfastness
and its pillars, Syria and the PLO, are the
central pivot in confronting the US-Israeli
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settlement conspiracy, and called for Arab
and international support for the front.

® [t stressed that the PLO abides by the
unity, Arabism and independence of
Lebanon, and reasserts its respect for
Lebanese sovereignty and its commitment
to the Cairo agreement and its annexes. It
called for further unity with the Lebanese

people and its national and progressive
forces, and for continued cohesion between
the Palestinian and Jordanian peoples.

e [t added that the Jordanian regime
commitment to the Rabat and Algiers
summit resolutions, its rejection of the
Camp David accords and of any

(Continued on page 7)

Excerpts from Archbishop
Helarion Cappuci’s Historic
Address to the PNC:

“Brothers and sisters, this is a God-
given day so let us rejoice and celebrate. |
and overjoyed and happy to be among
you for | carried you everywhere with me
in my small prison and my larger exile.
My love of you enabled me to endure and
remain steadfast.

I have done my duty as a religious and
honorable man, a man of justice and
love. I have cried for Palestine and its
bleeding people. 1 have seen my
Palestinian children oppressed and
persecuted. I rose to protect them, and
shall do so the rest of my life.

I pledge to you and to God that I will
safeguard Palestine and all its religious
holy places, Islamic and Christian, in
Jerusalem. I will not rest until the bells of
return ring there and we all return. For
the way to Palestine is from Damascus,
and we are all one caravan that will
return to our homeland, our land, our
people, our liberated Arab Jerusalem.”

In its first meeting on January 15, the
PNC unanimously resolved to make
Archbishop Capucci an honorary
member.

Message from Palestinian
Political Prisoners in Tulkarem
Prison in Occupied Palestine

“From behind the prison bars and
from cells of persecution and death, we
send you our greetings and bless your
efforts at unifying our great Palestinian
people.

We appeal to you to remain unified in
the face of the Zionist and imperialist
plots and their agents in the Arab area,
and we ask you to carry this grave
responsibility without consideration of
narrow party or organizational loyalties.
Thus your unified efforts will result in
great military and political victories on
the way to liberation and return to

L Palestine.

.We are suffering the worst
persecution, oppression and slow death
in our prisons with little attention from
the Arab and international community.
The world protests the persecution of
Soviet Jewry, but pays no attention to
us, who are dying on our own land, and
subjected to inhumane treatment,
beatings and persecution in Israeli
prisons. Even representatives of the
International Red Cross, who visit us
once every three months are unable to
stop Israeli persecution and oppression.
Hundreds of us, including our women
prisoners have held hunger strikes
demanding humane treatment and as a
result, have been beaten severely by the
Israeli prison guards.

We are prisoners of the Palestinian
revolution in Israeli prison, and thus we
will remain steadfast and strong. We
would rather die on our land than accept
occupation and exile.

We strongly believe in our Palestinian
revolution and we are determined to
continue sacrificing. We send our
greetings to the Palestinian revolution
and we remain with you, steadfast until
victory.”

Message from Dr. Muhammad
Khalaf of the Egyptian National
Progressive Front

“The Egyptian people are in full
solidarity with the just struggle of the
Palestinian people and the National
Progressive Front is with you,
committed to your principles. That is
why we reject Sadat’s surrender and all
agreements at Camp David. We uphold
the resolutions of the Arab summit
conferences that stress the PLO as the
sole, legitimate representative of the
Palestinian Arab people. Representa-
tives of the National Front have been
prevented by Egyptian authorities from
joining the PNC meetings, yet they send
you their warm greetings and their hope
that the next PNC session will be held in
liberated Palestine.”







