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Fiffeen Years After the Re-Emergence of the Palestinian
Movement

Fifteen years ago this month, on January 1, 1965, to be exact,
the Palestinian national independence movement re-emerged
after 17 years of quiescence to assert its presence in the Middle
East and etch its reality on the consciousness of the world.

The re-emergence of the Palestinians, particularly in the years
following the June War of 1967, will probably be looked upon by
future historians as one of the most eloquent statements about
survival in the 20th century.

In 1948, the Palestinians faced the most awesome challenge that
any people could face: loss of patrimony, a loss that implied the
severance of a people from its physical link to the land that it
needed to complement its national being. The Palestinians were
placed, for the most part, in refugee camps or in other equally
devastating situations of exile. They were denied the right to
national self-expression, self-determination and even geographical
mobility—including the right to hold a passport. They lived for
many years with their heads pushed against the whetstone of
economic, social and political persecution. They inhabited
disparate geographical locales ostensibly geared to dissipate and
segment their identity and national origin. Then as now, prisons
were full with Palestinian patriots. Then as now, acts of savagery
and violence were committed against them. And the world,
meanwhile, had believed that, by force of time or social attrition,
Palestinian society will lose its cohesiveness, Palestinians will lose
their commitments and the whole problem will disappear.

Yet the Palestinians survived all of that.
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And in this case, survival—which has been transformed by the
Palestinians over the years into a national art form—represents
more than the question of a people remaining intact as a nation
after facing the harrowing challenges of destruction. And it
represents more than a mere heroic expression of endurance by a
people relegated to a world of non-being in refugee camps, in exile
and under occupation.

Rather, the survival of the Palestinians, as a people and as a
nation, represents a more meaningful statement than that. It is a
historic challenge to Zionism itself, and indeed a defeat of it. For so
long as the Palestinian people are around, their presence must
bring into question the legitimacy of Israel itself, and the right of
Israel to continue its colonial policy of total control in Palestine.

And this is precisely the reason why Israel refuses to be involved
in any meaningful negotiations that include the problem of the
Palestinians. Israel knows that these negotiations must ultimately
lead to the question: And where did the Palestinians come from in
the first place, and how long had they lived there?

Not wanting, at any cost, to deal with this and other seminal
questions related to conlflict in Palestine, Zionist leaders have
resorted to the now hackneyed slogans about “terrorism” and
“the Palestinian National Charter.” [It is uncanny, however, that
no one in the Western world, the only place left where Israel
retains a measure of sympathy, has bothered to ask who it was
that had made terrorism fashionable in Palestine and whether the
governing Herut Party, along with other Zionist parties, have
renounced their own national charter calling for, not only the
annexation of the whole of Palestine as a Jewish state but also for
the whole of Jordan as well.]
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The continued survival of the Palestinian people, then, and the
re-emergence of their national independence movement exactly
15 years ago, represents a major defeat to Israel as a Zionist
experiment in Palestine.

Israel, whether as an “established state” or an occupying power,
can not know peace, can not have security, can not flee from
political reality and the doubts about its legitimacy, so long as there
are Palestinians around defining themselves as Palestinians and
telling the world where they, and their grandparents and great-
grand parents came from: Haifa, Jenin, Ramleh, Lydda, Nablus,
Jaffa, Jerusalem and other cities and towns and villages in
Palestine, the land from whence Palestinians had derived the
essential repertoire of their national consciousness and historical
self-definitions.

But the Palestinians, as they celebrate this month the 15th
anniversary of the re-emergence of their struggle for freedom,
have done more, much more, than survive. They have been able to
transcend the awesome doses of oppression meted out to them by
Zionism and its allies, and to write a long chapter in the history
books about the ability of a people to endure, to struggle, to
achieve self-actualization and to regain its national self-worth.

This is one of the historical facts of the Middle East that the
megalomaniacal Israeli leadership and its supporters would do well
not to abstain from acknowledging.

Historical facts, which are an immutable and constant facet of
the geopolitical equation of any region, have a way of rebounding
on the heads of those who continuously seek to evade them,
mutilate them and replace them with messianic fabrications.
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Zionism: The Next Decade

Israeli Defense Minister Ezer Weizman
closed a decade that has seen over 13 billion
dollars of U.S. aid transferred to Israel by
arriving in Washington in late December
with a request for 3.45 billion dollars in
economic and military aid in 1980. This
staggering sum is almost double the 1.785
billion already promised to Israel by the U.S.
Congress for 1980 (a figure which, like
Weizman’s, does not include the 3 billion
promised to Israel over three years by the
“peace package”). The seventies have
witnessed an astronomical leap in aid to the
Zionist state: by 1978, according to
economist Ann Crittenden in her article
‘Israel’s Economic Plight” in the Summer
1979 Foreign Affairs, one fourth of all U.S.
assistance was given to Israel.

Weizman'’s request amply demonstrates
that in the 1980’s Israel’s dependence on
U.S. aid will only increase. Both the request
and the response - a pledge by President
Carter for a loan of an additional 200 million
dollars - say much about the crisis facing
Zionism and the Zionist state in the 1980s
and point to possible impending strains in
U.S.- Israeli relations in the coming decade.

Zionism has long projected Israel as a
nation of self-sufficient pioneers working in
the “promised” land to fulfill an age-old
dream. Leaving aside the obvious
contradiction that Zionism, a settler-
colonial movement, claimed a land already
inhabited, a look at present-day Israel, in
which combined aid from official and private
sources in the U.S. amounts to $1000 per
person, a little less than half of the per capita
income of $2100in 1978, quickly belies other
elements of this myth. Indeed, Zionism only
developed, and could only survive, in the
shadow of the imperial powers, first Britain
and then the United States. In the 1980s,
Israel’s growing economic crisis, alongside
regional developments that are rapidly
changing the political map of the Middle East
and the determined resistance of the
Palestinian people, brings the
contradictions in Zionism in sharp focus.

Israel’s Economic Crisis

Begin and his Likud coalition government
have already been challenged by the public
over their failure to make good on election
promises to solve Israel’s growing economic
problems, chief among them an inflation rate
that hit 100% in late 1979. Government
measures, which have included cuts in basic
subsidies for food and fuel, have infuriated
the Israeli public (leading, for example, to a
two hour work stoppage last August that
was observed by 90 percent of the country’s

work force), but have refused to deal at all
with the most obvious cause of Israel’s
lopsided economy: a military budget which
is about one-third of Israel’s Gross National
Product. (The U.S., whose own military
budaget is certainly swollen, uses about 6% of
its GNP for military spending). Among the
expenses deemed essential by the Israeli
government, and thus paid for by the U.S.,
are the costs of maintaining the Military
Government in the West Bank and Gaza
and instituting an ever-escalating
settlements program, in direct opposition to
U.S. policy on settlements and in violation of
Article_49 of the Geneva Convention.

The International Economic and Social
Commission of the World Jewish Congress,
chaired by Baron Guy de Rothschild,
issued, in a November 19, 1979 statement,
an urgent “call to action” to confront Israel’s
“virulent and accelerated inflation, the huge
and widening balance of payments gap and
the enormous public debt and external debt
service burden.” The Commission’s
outlook was deeply pessimistic: if present
trends continue, they prophesied, “The
entire financial structure based on external
support would collapse. The very economic
foundations of the country would be
seriously threatened.” The Commission’s
recommendations, however, which focus
on goals like “sharp reductions in excess
employment and payrolls in the public
services,” and other measures designed to
place the burden on the working people, just
as resolutely steers away from the political
roots of Israel’s crisis as does the present
Begin government.

Even the right-wing Begin government,
however, has been restrained in actually
implementing more conservative policies
like wage freezes and cuts, employment
reductions and public service cuts. Due to
the need to attract and keep immigrants, the
Zionist state has always had to provide a
relatively high standard of living and a range
of public services to its Jewish citizens. To
date, the words of an Israeli banker,
Ephraim Rainer, quoted by Ann Crittenden,
ring true: “the public here doesn’t pay
the price of inflation. The United
States and the Jewish people around the
world do that.” Whether they will continue
to do so in such a massive fashion is a
question plaguing Israeli policymakers as
they look to the coming decade.

US. Aid: Will the Well Run Dry?

Judging at least by the pledges of
U.S.Presidential candidates, U.S. aid to
Israel is in no danger of drying up, or even

being conditioned by any provisions that
Israel abide by international law in relation
to the occupied territories or South
Lebanon. Yet there are real strains on the
Israeli-American relationship, as Carter’s
reluctance to pledge additional funds
shows.

The strains come from two major areas:
Israel’s intransigence in implementing
“autonomy” under the Camp David
accords, and the rapid changes in the region,
especially in the wake of the Iranian
revolution, that have left the U.S. in a
desperate scramble to find policy
alternatives to keep its control over Middle
East oil and the vital Gulf area, called by
George Ball in his article “The Coming
Crisis in Israeli-American Relations” in
Winter 1979-80 Foreign Affairs, the
“strategic heart of the world.”

Ball's article, in fact, provides an
important indictment of Israeli
intransigence vis a vis the U.S., as seen by
one sector of the U.S. foreign policy
establishment (Ball served as
Undersecretary of State from 1961 to 1966
and as U.S. Representative to the U.N. in
1968 and continues to be an influential voice
in policy matters). Calling the current Israeli
relation to the U.S. “dependence without
responsibility,” Ball noted that “Israel is
more dependent on the United States than
ever and yet feels itself free to take hard-line
positions at variance with American views
without fear of anything worse than verbal
admonitions from Washington.” One such
hard-line position is the Begin definition of
“autonomy” which Ball describes as “little
more than a proposal to regroup occupation
forces, with a sweetener of local self-
government.”

Ball affirms that the “only answer” to the
Palestine problem is ‘unqualified
acceptance of ultimate self-determination”
for the Palestinian people, far from a
mainstream position in U.S. policy circles.
President Carter’s most recent statement
on the matter was a declaration that he had
never favored an independent Palestinian
state, which would not be “helpful” for the
area. Ball himself is not particularly moved
by the justice of the Palestinian cause but
rather by this more pragmatic assessment:
“as long as Israel holds on to the occupied
territories, and especially so long as it seems
to be seeking to consolidate its hold on the
West Bank for the long term, its impact on
the stability of the Middle East will be wholly
negative.” “Stability,” it should be noted, in
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