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Contradiction and Cynicism in United States Mideast Policy

The whole edifice of American foreign policy in the Middle East
is not just showing signs of wear and tear, but of collapse under the
weight of its own contradictions. Certainly, the dramatic events ir:
Afghanistan, among other events in the region, are beginning to
both highlight and sharpen these contradictions.

To begin with, of course, was the Camp David agreement on the
future of the Palestinians—an agreement that sought to secure the
statehood of Israelis in Palestine and deny it for the Palestinians.
No wonder that the whole Arab world turned against it and the
Palestinians dismissed it with contempt. The fact that the farce of
autonomy talks between Egypt and Israel is still going on does not
hide the fact that not a single Palestinian has yet been found or
come forward to lend these talks the credence they desperately
need.

The impact of the Camp David agreement on Palestine does not
just lie in the fact that it has united radical and conservative
regimes in opposition to U.S. foreign policy vis-a-vis the
Palestinians; rather, it lies in showing up the extreme contradiction
inherent in the United States Palestine policy: statehood for
Israelis, statelessness for Palestinians; freedom for Israelis,
occupation or exile for the Palestinians. And while the U.S.
government calls on the Palestinians to recognize Israel, it
proclaims, in the same breath, that it opposes the right of Palestine
to exist, in any form, as a state.

No one in his right mind can look upon this as a decent,
equitable, rational or just approach to the national conflict in
Palestine.

Then the dramatic events in Afghanistan sharpen even further
these glaring contradictions.

The United States has actually called upon, and with a straight
face, the Arab states to condemn the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, while it does nothing about the Israeli invasion in
Palestine—a land in the very heart of the Arab world and an
integral part of the national and historical idiom of the Arab people.
The United States government is on record as viewing Israeli
colonization policies in the West Bank/Gaza as illegal and an
impediment to peace. Yet Israel goes on, in a show of contempt for
America’s position, to build more colonies in the areas and,
emboldened by the U.S.’s indifferent reaction, to encroach even
on Palestinian cities and towns. The United States, which has
since 1967, looked upon Israel’s annexation of Jerusalem as illegal,
does nothing about Israel’s ongoing practices of Judaizing and
altering the cultural, political, social and demographic character of
the Arab city.

And in the U.S., which is still officially on record as supporting
U.N. resolution 194, which has been repeatedly reaffirmed in the
international body calling for the repatriation of the Palestinian
refugees to their homes, comes up with the Camp David Accords,
that totally disregard this right for Palestinians to live in their
homeland.

The United States speaks of military alliances in the Gulf area to
protect it from “Soviet domination,” while it aids Israeli domination
in the whole of Palestine through its massive economic, political
and military support of the terrorist regime in Israel.

How could the United States conceivably expect the Arab
regimes, any Arab regimes, to go along with it in condemning the
Soviet presence in Kabul, while the Israeli presence in Jerusalem
continues—a city religiously holy and culturally crucial to all
Palestinians, all Arabs and all Moslems around the world?

How could, conceivably, the ties that exist between certain
Arab states and the United States not break at the seams while the
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latter continues to support their enemy and deny their Palestinian
brethern the right to be free, independent and the determining
force in their political destiny?

The recent dramatic events in Afghanistan, Iran and other parts
of the Middle East have, if anything, brought to the fore the
centrality of the Palestine problem in the national and international
dimensions of political life in the whole region, and the broad
design of its destiny.

So long as the United States does nothing about Israel’s brazen
and outrageous practices in Palestine and so long as it continues to
disregard the right of the Palestinian people to nationhood and so
long as it directly or indirectly interacts with the Arab people as
nameless, faceless entities to be there as a source of energy for a
consumer society; then the Arab world will come to see the United
States as a cynical Big Power pursuing cynical policies devoid of a
politico-moral impulse.

The frivolous and untenable position of the United States
government on Palestine, and the whole Arab world, can stand
reexamination. Otherwise, there will soon be commentators once
again indulging in their “who lost” arguments.

New Publications

You, Your Rights and the FBI. A clear and concise guide to
the rights of foreign nationals and U.S. citizens vis a vis the
FBI and the Immigration and Naturalization Service. This 20
page pamphlet in English and Arabic contains special
sections of advice for foreign students, especially useful now
as the U.S. government targets Iranian and Arab students,
and also answers a wide range of questions about the FBI
that are important for all U.S. citizens and residents.
Available in bulk or for 25¢ a copy from the Palestine
Solidarity Committee, PO Box 57154, Washington, D.C.
20037.

* * *

The Palestine Review. A new Palestinian monthly to be
published in the United States will come out with its first
issue June 1, 1980, from Washington, D.C. The editor of
The Review, Fawaz Turki, the Palestinian writer and poet,
has stated that a “definite need” exists today for a
“sophisticated publication that will address iteself, in depth,
to all the ideological currents and political sensibilities with
which Palestinian society is imbued.” Above all, he added,
The Review, will be an independent, totally reader-
supported monthly.

The subscription rate for 12 monthly issues of The
Review is $15.00. Those readers wishing to subscribe are
advised to write to: The Palestine Review, 1884 Columbia
Road, N.W., #511, Washington, D.C. 20009.






















PRC. . . (Continued from p. 8) )

countries. When these students are
graduated from their foreign training, they
come back to become full experts who will
be training others in their particular fields.
There are at this time two nursing schools in
Beirut and Tyre, with a third one being
completed in Sidon. The schools admit men
and women who meet the academic
requirements of high school degrees and an
entrance test, and do not exclude
non-Palestinians. The Beirut nursing school,
which was established in 1977, provides
training in nursing, nursing aides,
pharmacist aides, and X-ray and lab
technicians. At this school there are 71
students who study forty hours a week for
three years to be nurses, one year to be
nurses aides, two years to be pharmacy and
lab technicians, and six months to be
physio-therapy and X-ray technicians. Last
year, thirty-two students graduated from
this center. The Tyre school was
established a year ago only and its presence
there was very much appreciated during the
Israeli attacks on the South and especially
on Tyre.

The PRCS is but one institution
established which is functioning well to help
the Palestinian people reaffirm their identity
and their confidence and ability in managing
their own lives, in addition to providing
necessary services. The difficulties which
each of the Palestinian institutions face, and
which have to be overcome, are many, but
each in their turn are confronted. The PLO
has also created the SAMED institute which
manufactures all kinds of household goods
such as furniture and clothing. This side of
the PLO is not much talked about in the
United States. In talking to some American
journalists and reporters in Beirut who
seemed to have shown a lot of interest in
these various social and cultural activities of
the PLO, they said that such topics will
never make a headline in the United States.

One wonders if the public interest in a
topic can be ascertained so glibly. It is not
difficult to agree with a PLO sympathizer,
however, who said: “We would like the
world to know that we, as a people, are
involved in and spend a lot of money on
providing better lives to our people. Our war
against Zionism and imperialism is precisely
to do just that, not at the expense of any
other people.” The P.R.C.S. provides health
care and social service which couldn’t come
from anyplace else in terms of availability
and quality as well. Similar international
organizations which provides assistance to
the P.R.C.S. are such as the World Health
Organization, UNICEF, and the Red
Crescent, Red Cross, Sun and Lion, all of
which recognize the importance of the
P.R.C.S. to the Palestinians and Lebanese,
or simply to the needy and have-nots of
Lebanon.

International Women's Day, March 8, 1980

We wanted to tell you

our brothers

that we did not cheat you,
but the society has cheated us
The oppressors have sown
seeds of oppression within us,
so that you oppress us

and we oppress you

We wanted to show you

our brothers

when we took the child

on one shoulder,

the gun on the other,

that we have broken with them
and that you must do the same

We wanted to cry to you
our brothers

that you must lift us

up on our feet

as we lifted you

and taught you how to walk

,

A,

We wanted to ask you
our brothers

to take your part

of our burden

as we have taken our part
of yours

But now we demand of you
our comrades

not to take part any more

in the game of the oppressors,
not to allow yourselves

to strike us

when they strike you

We demand of you
that we go together
on the same road
and in the same step

Leila
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Reprinted from November 1979 Bulletin of the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine.
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From the Israeli press

The Writing on the Wall

(Commentary by Yehuda Litani in Ha'aretz, an influential Israeli daily newspaper,

January 30, 1980)

“Suddenly, a man wakes up in the
morning and feels that he belongs to a
nation”—this is what an onlooker feels
about what has recently been happening in
the territories. Israel continues to treat the
inhabitants of the territories as if the
situations prevailing there in 1967 and 1971
continues to prevail in this day and time too.
The Israelis will say “military government”
and precede it paternalistically with the
word “enlightened.” The Palestinians in the
territories are congregating under the PLO
umbrella, and they proclaim loudly that they
strongly object to the autonomy and to the
Camp David accords, but they are
exploiting the period of Egyptian-Israeli:
negotiations to tighten ranks and crystallize
a leadership. A group of people that calls
itself the “National Guidance Committee” is
administering, controlling and leading the
public.

It has been contended, for years on end,
that “there is nobody to talk with,” as the
Palestinian inhabitants lacked a leadership,
or that the existing leadership couldn’t be
felt. Today, there are definitely people to
talk with, the question is whether there is
anything to talk about. The “National
Guidance Committee” has at this stage no
Jordan sympathizers among its members,
only persons clearly affiliated with the PLO.
There is, however, a tendency to coopt in
the near future several supporters of Jordan
to the committee and thus demonstrate
further unity.

The Basam ash-Shak’ah affair constituted

a turning point for the Palestinians in the .

territories. Even the last of the skeptics in
the West Bank was persuaded that the
Government of Israel has no clear policy in
regard to the territories. . . . Since the
release of Basam ash-Shak’ah from
Ramallah prison and his reinstatement in
Nablus, inhabitants of the territories—and
particularly of the West Bank—obey
instructions of the National Guidance
Committee. In the past, the strikes in East
Jerusalem were seldom complete and they
used to cease, as a rule, after an hour or two.
The shopkeepers were wary of the open
eyes of the Israeli police and, particularly, of
Israel’s security services.

Inrecent East Jerusalem business strikes,
a unity has been demonstrated that was
unheard of since 1967. All shops in the
eastern city were shut and shuttered
throughout the day, and no traffic could be
seen in the ciy. Laborers intormed their
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Jewish employers this side of the Green
Line that “due to the strike” they wouldn’t
be coming in the morning. The same was
true in Ramallah, Hebron, Al-Birah and in
Nabulus.

And what is the Israeli answer to the
national awakening in the territories and to
the rallying of the inhabitants around one
representative leadership? A return to past
concepts. Attempts at divide and rule. A
ban on West Bank leaders going to rallies in
Gaza and vice versa. A reliance on
quasimoderate would-be leaders, heads of
clans and conservative mukhtars, who are
urged to march against the nationalistic
trend. The present Israeli policy, however, is
rallying and consolidating the inhabitants of
the territories and is diminishing every
possibility of differences of opinion among
them. The Likud government’s autonomy
proposals appear, to even the more
moderate leaders in the territories, as a bad
joke. The military government which, in the
past, appeared to be a transient situation,
has become a permanent solution.”

Baransi. . . (Continued from page 5)

implementing these regulations against the
Arabs. Yacov Shapiro, who also became a
Minister of Justice, was even more clear; he
said that even in Nazi Germany there were
no such laws. So if I make a logical
conclusion from this, it means that Israel is
worse than Nazi Germany.

These regulations were never applied
against a Jew. This is a challenge to the Israeli
authorities to show that even once, they
were used against a Jew.

Palestine Prisoners

Mayors Denied Permission to Leave West Bank

On March 14, the Israeli military government denied permission to Mayors Bassam
Shaka of Nablus and Mohammed Milhelm of Halhoul to leave the occupied West
Bank for a series of public forums in the United States, which were to have begun on

March 17.

The Palestine Congress of North America, in an action memorandum, urged
concerned individuals to protest to Secretary of State Vance. The Congress noted in
a March 14 letter to Vance that: “This action constitutes a most flagrant violation of
international human rights and clearly exemplifies the systematic intimidation and
persecution of the Israeli military government against the elected leadership of the
West Bank and Gaza. As Americans concerned with universal human rights, we
condemn all attempts by Israel to restrict travel of Palestinian leaders from the

occupied territories.




Islam and Moslems: The Dynamic Interaction

Many charges can and have been made
against Western scholars and
commentators. Sensitivity to the
preoccupations of Third World people is
decidedly not one of them.

Western thinkers today are said
to be grappling with “the problem”
of Islam. The problem, of course, is not in or
with Islam. The problem lies in the “rational”
logic of the Western world whose theory of
knowledge, from Plato’s Republic to the
American republic, has denied the
existence of multiplex forces in the social
system—forces in constant motion and in
constant interactive relationship with one
another—and denied that in the conjugation
of the verb to be there is a state of being and
becoming.

Islam as a social ideology can never be
mutually exclusive from the culture that
gave it birth or from the historical traditions
of that culture. Built into and around Islam,
at the time of its birth 1400 years ago, was
the flow of energy from the dynamic
interaction of all the forces upon which the
social system in the Arabian Peninsula had
been founded—all the political, economic,
artistic, cultural, social, linguistic and
psychological umpulses, along with an
infinite number of other impulses, that
emanated from Arab society at the time.
Hence it was because Islam was an organic
outgrowth of the interaction of these
impulses that it spoke so cogently to the
Arab masses in the Peninsula, becoming a
coherent embodiment of their temporal
aspirations and national psyche—and was
readily embraced by them.

No social ideology, however, is static. Itis
in a constant process of self-transformation
concurrent with the process of self-
transformation of the society in which itis an
integral part. As Islam spread beyond the
confines of the region that had given it birth,
and was embraced by peoples with diverse
historical experiences, it inevitably found a
diverse set of expressions, in the time-
space-domain, coherent with and
responsive to these experiences. And as
these peoples’ social systems changed so
did their ritualized perceptions of Islamic
laws and practices.

Since no subsystem in any social system
can remain aloof from the flow of energy and
transformational processes of the other
subsystems around it, Islam, like language
and culture and the aesthetic sensibility and
moral values, underwent changes in its
ethos, mirroring the changes in the ethos of
the national group practicing it.

One could not seriously claim that
Moslems in Indonesian society and Palestinian

by Fawaz Turki

society are identical in their sensibility and
view of the world, anymore than one can
claim that Christians in Haiti practice
Christianity as their counterparts do in
Hicksville, Ohio. And no one could claim
that the Islamic view of the world has not
undergone transformations and
fragmentations since the Ommayads, the
Ottoman Empire and the Balfour
Declaration, anymore than one can claim
that the Christianity of the Medieval ages,
the Inquisition and Nazism is the order of
the Christian world today.

Simply because of the diverse historical
experience of its 800 million adherents,
Islam today, predictably and inevitably, is
imbued with a great many ideological
currents, sects and sensibilities.

It is not surprising to find that Islam today
is in a leading positional value in one
“Islamic” society (governing its manners of
ceremonial exchange, its social rituals, its
cultural values and political experience) and
is not as ascendant in another. Or that
Islam, in one society where it hitherto had
been subordinated by its adherents to the
pursuit of political or economic goals, is
suddenly resurrected as a wvehicle for
change and the achievement of national
goals. Or that a people (as in the case of the
Palestinians) would single out, among the
infinite number of historical impulses that
motivate their system, including religion, a
secular concern as their major inward
preoccupation and their mythology of hope
for the now as for the hereafter.

Islam has never, of course, been totally
autonomous in any absolute sense, in any
Islamic society. As a religion, its practice is
influenced by subjective-objective elements
uniquely linked to all the complex forces
that motivate Moslems. The web of
relationships in an Islamic society—whichis
an economic society, an artistic society, a
cultural society, a historical society, a
political society, an ideological society—

create Islamic traditions, dynamically
responsive to the multiplex needs of that
society.

In the Middle East today, Islam in some
societies is culture, a view of theworldand a
vision of the hereafter. In other societies, in
the same region, Islam has little impact on a
people’s self-definitions and perceptions of
the world.

All of which means simply that Islam is a
religion, like any other religion in the world.
With one difference: rarely have Moslems,
like their Western counterparts, used
religion as an instrument for
institutionalized sadism.

Yet when Christians had used
Christianity as a tool for slavery, racismand

colonialism and all manner of oppression
against their fellow Christians or against
Third World peoples, it was not because of a
will-to-oppress inherent in Christianity, but
because of the objective conditions, in the
time-space domain, of their social system
itself. Similarly, when Jews, at a certain
juncture in their history, were propelled by
the messianic vision of Zionism to take over
a whole country and expell or occupy its
population in the name of Judaism, the
justifications for such an act were not
inherently Judaic.

The spate of nonsense about Islam
issuing forth from the mouths or pens of
commentators, including the intellectually
vacuous volumes by Western scholars who
seem to have ready access to university
presses, is not really about Islam. It is a
projection of the fear that the West has
traditionally had about peoples and regions
in the Third World that it has traditionally
afflicted with a sense of otherness.

The problem is not in or with Islam.

It is in the minds of Western linear
thinkers and commentators who can not
resign themselves to the idea that other
peoples seek to be free, that they will
struggle to be free in their own unique way,
and that in their struggle they may draw on
any of the infinite number of resources in
their historical experience—including
Islam.
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