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Contradiction and Cynicism in United States Mideast Policy

The whole edifice of American foreign policy in the Middle East
is not just showing signs of wear and tear, but of collapse under the
weight of its own contradictions. Certainly, the dramatic events ir:
Afghanistan, among other events in the region, are beginning to
both highlight and sharpen these contradictions.

To begin with, of course, was the Camp David agreement on the
future of the Palestinians—an agreement that sought to secure the
statehood of Israelis in Palestine and deny it for the Palestinians.
No wonder that the whole Arab world turned against it and the
Palestinians dismissed it with contempt. The fact that the farce of
autonomy talks between Egypt and Israel is still going on does not
hide the fact that not a single Palestinian has yet been found or
come forward to lend these talks the credence they desperately
need.

The impact of the Camp David agreement on Palestine does not
just lie in the fact that it has united radical and conservative
regimes in opposition to U.S. foreign policy vis-a-vis the
Palestinians; rather, it lies in showing up the extreme contradiction
inherent in the United States Palestine policy: statehood for
Israelis, statelessness for Palestinians; freedom for Israelis,
occupation or exile for the Palestinians. And while the U.S.
government calls on the Palestinians to recognize Israel, it
proclaims, in the same breath, that it opposes the right of Palestine
to exist, in any form, as a state.

No one in his right mind can look upon this as a decent,
equitable, rational or just approach to the national conflict in
Palestine.

Then the dramatic events in Afghanistan sharpen even further
these glaring contradictions.

The United States has actually called upon, and with a straight
face, the Arab states to condemn the Soviet invasion of
Afghanistan, while it does nothing about the Israeli invasion in
Palestine—a land in the very heart of the Arab world and an
integral part of the national and historical idiom of the Arab people.
The United States government is on record as viewing Israeli
colonization policies in the West Bank/Gaza as illegal and an
impediment to peace. Yet Israel goes on, in a show of contempt for
America’s position, to build more colonies in the areas and,
emboldened by the U.S.’s indifferent reaction, to encroach even
on Palestinian cities and towns. The United States, which has
since 1967, looked upon Israel’s annexation of Jerusalem as illegal,
does nothing about Israel’s ongoing practices of Judaizing and
altering the cultural, political, social and demographic character of
the Arab city.

And in the U.S., which is still officially on record as supporting
U.N. resolution 194, which has been repeatedly reaffirmed in the
international body calling for the repatriation of the Palestinian
refugees to their homes, comes up with the Camp David Accords,
that totally disregard this right for Palestinians to live in their
homeland.

The United States speaks of military alliances in the Gulf area to
protect it from “Soviet domination,” while it aids Israeli domination
in the whole of Palestine through its massive economic, political
and military support of the terrorist regime in Israel.

How could the United States conceivably expect the Arab
regimes, any Arab regimes, to go along with it in condemning the
Soviet presence in Kabul, while the Israeli presence in Jerusalem
continues—a city religiously holy and culturally crucial to all
Palestinians, all Arabs and all Moslems around the world?

How could, conceivably, the ties that exist between certain
Arab states and the United States not break at the seams while the
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latter continues to support their enemy and deny their Palestinian
brethern the right to be free, independent and the determining
force in their political destiny?

The recent dramatic events in Afghanistan, Iran and other parts
of the Middle East have, if anything, brought to the fore the
centrality of the Palestine problem in the national and international
dimensions of political life in the whole region, and the broad
design of its destiny.

So long as the United States does nothing about Israel’s brazen
and outrageous practices in Palestine and so long as it continues to
disregard the right of the Palestinian people to nationhood and so
long as it directly or indirectly interacts with the Arab people as
nameless, faceless entities to be there as a source of energy for a
consumer society; then the Arab world will come to see the United
States as a cynical Big Power pursuing cynical policies devoid of a
politico-moral impulse.

The frivolous and untenable position of the United States
government on Palestine, and the whole Arab world, can stand
reexamination. Otherwise, there will soon be commentators once
again indulging in their “who lost” arguments.

New Publications

You, Your Rights and the FBI. A clear and concise guide to
the rights of foreign nationals and U.S. citizens vis a vis the
FBI and the Immigration and Naturalization Service. This 20
page pamphlet in English and Arabic contains special
sections of advice for foreign students, especially useful now
as the U.S. government targets Iranian and Arab students,
and also answers a wide range of questions about the FBI
that are important for all U.S. citizens and residents.
Available in bulk or for 25¢ a copy from the Palestine
Solidarity Committee, PO Box 57154, Washington, D.C.
20037.

* * *

The Palestine Review. A new Palestinian monthly to be
published in the United States will come out with its first
issue June 1, 1980, from Washington, D.C. The editor of
The Review, Fawaz Turki, the Palestinian writer and poet,
has stated that a “definite need” exists today for a
“sophisticated publication that will address iteself, in depth,
to all the ideological currents and political sensibilities with
which Palestinian society is imbued.” Above all, he added,
The Review, will be an independent, totally reader-
supported monthly.

The subscription rate for 12 monthly issues of The
Review is $15.00. Those readers wishing to subscribe are
advised to write to: The Palestine Review, 1884 Columbia
Road, N.W., #511, Washington, D.C. 20009.













