





























In Washington...

(Continued from page 6).

development. His response was “. . .we
were relieved that no one was hurt in that

bombing. We understand,” he went on to
say, “that the Israelis are investigating it.”

The absence of any criticism of this
terrorist act against a newspaper which is
furthermore an American registered
corporation and owned by an American
citizen is but another example of the US
Government’s compliance with Israeli acts
or at least its reticence regarding any news
indicting Israel. Then pressed, State
Department spokesperson said “we
deplore” acts of violence and are “against
people who throw bombs.” A known
American Washington journalist asked,
“Are you against the Afghanis throwing
bombs against the Soviets?” Laughter and
embarrassment followed. An Arab journalist
asked if the spokesperson condemns this
specific act to which he finally replied “Yes.”

In accordance with its well calculated
policy designed to silence all opposition to
its occupation of Palestinian territory, Israel,
late in July, placed seven Palestinian
notables including three newspaper editors
under house arrest. Again Al-Fajr was
targeted with the confinement of its editor,
Mamoun Al-Sayyed, among them. On
August 1, we asked the State Department
for a comment on this latest development in
the continuing saga of the Arab press under
Israeli occupation. Spokesperson John
Trattner expressed lack of knowledge of
such an event and promised to provide an
answer. Two days passed before the
following comment was issued: “We have
seen the report in question. Our under-
standing is that the individuals concerned
are not incarcerated but are restricted to
towns of their residence. Measures such as
these are puzzling and are of concern to us.
We will be seeking more information.”
Expressing our own puzzlement at this
reply, largely due to our familiarity with
previous Department statements regarding
similar instances in other countries, we
asked if the US considers these Israeli acts
to be violations of freedom of the press and
of individuals’ human rights? And why is this
only ‘puzzling’? The answer was, “I don’t
know the circumstances of this particular
case. . .for that reason we obtain the answer
you have.” Specifically we asked if these
acts are perceived by the US as acts against
the press, the reply to which was, “Not
necessarily.”!

What has been presented here is by no
means unique to US Government timidity
and policy inconsistency towards the
Middle East. It is common knowledge to
reporters at the State Department and to
the employees of that Department’s press
office that some questions are simply ‘left

unanswered to avoid embarrassing Israel or
causing someone at that Department a
headache. It may appear strange that a
small country like Israel, totally dependent
on a super power like the US can maintaina
relation which seems to be upside down
with the ability of one to influence the other,
in ‘tiny’ Israel’s hands, as was shown above.

In trying to fathom and assess the
leverage each could exert over the other it
would appear that the US should always
have the more strings to pull. But while the
US could, if it so desired, exert extreme
pressure on Israel, Israel has the potential,
through its friends in the US, to dampen the
political future of any elected US official.
And while Israel does exercise to the fullest
its right to further its interests, the Arab
potential to do the same in untapped. Jesse
Jackson, a Black American leader recently
compared the Arabs to the wind which
could direct the destiny and direction of the
ship—the ship of US foreign policy in the
Middle East. Yoel Marcos, Haaretz
correspondent in Washgington, wrote on
July 10-11, 1980 in Haaretz “Our stand in
the US is good because our “oil” is
American Jewry,” implying that Israel’s tool
for pressuring the US—their equivalent
resource to Arab oil is the Jews in the US.
But how unfair an analogy that is! For while
the Arabs have a sleeping giant, Israel
controls an intensely active body working
very effectively on its-behalf.

American Delegation
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forces. It is said that the casualties number
40 to more than 200. From what I saw of the
population here, it is certain that civilians
had to be killed in this attack. I weep inside
to think that my young friend, Ibrahim, only
fifteen years old, who looks so much like my
own son, may have been killed, and what is
worse, killed by bombs and bullets which
have been paid for by my own tax money.
Yes, I personally saw U.S. markings on the
remains of shells and bombs.

My seven days in Lebanon was an eye-
opening experience. The fact that the
Federal Financing Bank extended $70
million of U.S. tax money in May of this year
alone for military weapons to be used to kill
Palestinian and Lebanese people has
angered me deeply. It is particularly ironic
when the same month, the D.C. govern-
ment was denied funds from the U.S.
government to avoid a deficit which caused
the lay-off of some 300 teachers.

Why are billions of U.S. tax dollars being
used for this senseless killing and for the
displacement of people from their land while
funds are so desperately needed by the
American people for jobs, food stamps, and
city deficits? Why is U.S. Alaskan oil sent to
Israel at a time when we are told there is a

shortage of oil in the U.S.? Why are there
tax deductions given to U.S. citizens who
purchase Israeli war bonds?

The Palestinians have been forced off
their lands and their homes and belongings
taken; they live as refugees in temporary
make-shift camps unable to secure work in
neighboring countries, which have their
own problems, and they suffer inadequate
sanitary facilities and medical care. The
Palestinians do not share in the same
political or economic ideas of the Soviet
Union and do not receive much backing
from the Soviets as the press would have us
believe. The Palestinians do not profess to
create a Muslim state as they themselves
are made up of Christians, Jews and
Muslims and therefore desire to form a
democratic, non-sectarian government in
Palestine. The P.L.O. is not just an army,
but also an organization of men, women and
children who build and run hospitals,
schools, employment centers and other
activities necessary for their human
survival. They are a people trying to return
home.

Most other countries in the world have
recognized these facts and recognize the
goals of the Palestinians as valid and
reasonable. [ see no justification for our tax
money that we need for domestic problems
right here in D.C., for example, to be sent to
keep a senseless war going. It is time for
citizens to pressure our representatives in
Congress to stop being held hostage by
Zionist financial contributions. It is time for
taxpaying voters to demand that our
government stop providing weapons and
bombs to Israel, to establish communica-
tions with the P.L.O., and to work
vigorously to help end the Middle East war.
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contingent of UNIFIL. After evacuating
Mrs. Mohamed Akil Salloum and her nine
children from their home (Mr. Salloum was
il in the hospital), they dynamited the 2-
story house. The explosion also killed the
family’s goats in an adjacent coral. Then
they abducted the Saloum’s 17-year-old
son, Akil, forced him aboard a helicopter
and returned to Israel. The following
evening, Tel Aviv confirmed the incident
claiming that the house had been used by
Fedayeen and that the person abducted was
a “suspect.”







