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Large American Church Group Supports Palestinian Cause

In an unanimous vote on November 6, the
National Council of Churches, which has
40 million members, adopted a Middle East
policy statement having analyzed and
discussed it for more than eight hours.

This statement is the compilation of an
N.C.C. panel which visited five Middle
Eastern countries and contacted a variety of
concerned organizations in the Middle East
and the United States about the subject.
The panel, established in Sept. 1979,
reviewed the situation in the Middle East as
awhole and observed that security between
nations and people can be achieved only
through “relations of trust.” If approved,
American Jewish leaders fear, it may nudge
American public opinion in a direction not
as favorable to Israel as it has been.

The relatively progressive stand of the
N.C.C. is a result of many factors, not least
of which is the determination of members to
view the situation in a just and objective
manner. But also helpful is the presence in
the N.C.C. of the Orthodox Archdioces of

America, the Black Caucus, the Methodist
church, and others. The personal involve-
ment of Frank Maria, a Massachusetts-
born activist of Syrian parentage has
also greatly influenced the direction of
the N.C.C. Maria is described by some of
his colleagues as an “effective lobbyist on
behalf of the issue of Palestine and other
Arab issues.” Frank Maria, a member of the
N.C.C. executive committee is also
chairperson for the Middle East department
and Arab refugees in the Antiochian Ortho-
dox church.

The panel’s report presented to the
N.C.C.’s Board of Governors last spring
has since been revised and made more
explicit in its support of Palestinian views.
The revisions, it is reported, grew out of the
controversy surrounding the “resignation”
of Andrew Young after his meeting with
Zuhdi Terzi, the P.L.O. representative to
the United Nations.

The findings of the panel as expressed in
the current statement include the

recognition of the right of all peoples to self-
determination as granted them under
international law. N.C.C. thus finds it
“appropriate. . . to assist those seeking
recognition and protection of their rights.”
The N.C.C. panel also determined through
its fact-finding mission to the area that the
region’s per capita military expenditures are
much higher than other regions’, while
expenditure on improvement in their quality
of life are not. The statement, therefore,
calls for nations of the area to reduce
military expenditure, strengthen the role of
the United Nations, tighten controls on
arms and halt nuclear proliferation.

Israel and the Palestinians

The proposed statement recognizes the
conflict in the Middle East as a “conflict
between two nationalisms,” Palestinian
Arab and Jewish. Although it is a regional
conflict, the Middle Eastern issue has the
potential for becoming a global one. A
solution therefore is necessary to remove
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