























Slowly. Slowly, She’s Gone

Suddenly

you fall on the chest’s firebrand

and you cross death’s threshold

you get washed with wail and sadness,

this wail I desire

was, when birds took off

I have loved you

while soldiers were taking you suddenly

from me.

You were dark beauty

Who used to love sudden breaths

and used to love politics and drawing on
school walls

you fall suddenly

like the pigeon’s feather, white

while you were turning round the sudden
bullets

you were singing poems silently

and moving to the school’s door.

How this girl tries to cross fearlessly

yet your name falls like small letters at the
cross-road,

between pain and shot songs.

I write that the drizzle

which falls on cities

is the songs,

and the brides do not wait for spring to

carry their babies to the priest who lives on
top

of the mountains.

When could you come suddenly

to prepare me

and dress my tall stature,

when could you come suddenly

while you have a date with flowers and death

at the guillotine?

I love you,

she said,

then blood suddenly turned

and the bird’s voice turned green.

She was trying to draw the map in her note-
book,

and Karmel mountain falls

Haifa falls

Jaffa falls,

and Taghrid was gathering her names

trying to settle on the wound’s place,

or to bear a burden which equals Palestine’s

face this is a hard time,

a country of yellow papers and shoes,

and “Nablus”

is a beautiful girl trying to settle down,

then sudden bullets fall in it,

a child walks out with a piece of sweet

or stone,

and threw it at a tank outside his camp,

or bombs a car full of soldiers,

is he, the innocent child who tries to blow
up a tank on the road

is he a child who tries to settle down

and destroy the remains of a car full of
soldiers?

Suddenly,

you fall on the chest’s firebrand

and move to the wedding with a new dress,

oh Taghrid

wash me with you cry

or take back the remains of your blood.
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