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Israeli-Fascist Designs in Lebanon
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Israeli ambitions in Lebanon did not begin
with Israel’'s comparatively recent alliance
with the country’s fascist forces (“the
Christian right”) in the south of Lebanon,
where the Israeli army is in de facto military
occupation of the region. The provocation
by the fascist militia in Zahleh, in the first
week of April, are but part of a broad design
for Lebanon mapped out by Israel as far
back as 1968, a year after the re-emergence
of the Palestinian liberation movement.

Beginning with sea, land and air strikes
against the country that year, the Israelis
aimed at depopulating and devastating the
southern regions of Lebanon, hoping by
their action to turn the Lebanese people
against the Palestinians, both as a people
and a movement, thus destroying them as a
nascent force seeking recognition of their
national rights.

This policy, like every other policy that
the Zionist regime has adopted since,
backfired. Instead of turning against them,
the Lebanese forged a common struggle
with the Palestinians, transforming over the
years into a veritable politico-military
alliance between the P.L.O. and the
Lebanese National Movement.

For some five years, Lebanon continued
to suffer constant humiliation, not to
mention physical destruction, by Israel,
which then was striking daily with complete
impunity.

Still the alliance held.

With clear signs that its grim ambitions for
Lebanon had failed, Israel then turned to the
fascist forces in the country (a motley group
of extreme right wing elements that sought
to protect an inequitable status quo favoring
their system of privilege) who began to get
arms and training by it, and to be
encouraged to challenge the Palestinians
openly and violently. This in turn, the
argument went by Israel, would feed the
flames of partion, resulting in the emergence
of an all pure Maronite-fascist enclave
subservient to the Zionist entity.

With Lebanese society already chafing
under extreme dichotomies between the
few rich and the many poor, this external
load caused a serious breakdown of civil
order.

As if to show that the Lebanon conflict,
which boiled over in 1975, was indeed not a
Moslem-Christian confrontation but on the
one hand an Israeli-initiated war to destroy
the Palestinians, and on the other a struggle
for hegemony between the haves and the
have-nots, the first major attack the fascist
militias mounted was against the Palestinian
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refugee camp of Dubaih, inhabited totally by
Christians.

When the Israelis failed, yet again, to
implement their policy of either destroying
the Palestinians or promoting a Maronite
enclave, they invaded in force in March 1978
in a total war aimed at eliminating the
presence of the Palestinian guerrilla
presence. One third of the Israeli army,
backed by the air force and the navy, was
involved. It was defeated — as it had been in
every other confrontation with the fedayeen
since the battle of Karameh ten years
before. Israel accepted a ceasefire and
withdrew from Lebanon; but not before it
handed over the areas it controlled (and that
it was to allow the UN forces entry into) to
the militias of a Lebanese renegade army
officer, one Saad Haddad, loyal to the fascist
forces in the north. These militias, trained
and armed by the Israelis, remained at the
beck and call of Israel, doing its dirty work of
bombing and strafing civilian centers in the
north.

Still the Palestinian guerrilla movement,
and the politico-social structure of the
P.L.O., remained intact, cemented even
further in their growing alliance with the
Lebanese National Movement.

In recent weeks, a new twist was added to
the broad design of Israel’s policies in

Lebanon. A major supply route was
created, along the Beka’a valley, linking the
fascist forces in the north, around Zahleh, to
the Israeli controlled fascist forces of Saad
Haddad in the south, in order that a
confrontation with the Arab Deterrent
Force could be initiated. The Zahleh battles
were that confrontation. The fascist-Israeli
aim was two-fold: To “internationalize” the
situation in Lebanon and/or to trigger the
emergence of conditions for its partition.
With the former, the fascists, along with
their Israeli allies, sought the entry of some
kind of international “peacekeeping” unit
into the country that would immobilize the
Palestinians and the Lebanese National
Movement; and with the latter, they sought
the ultimate creation of this long hoped-for
mini-fascist state, supportive of Israel,
stretched along the Bekaa valley — that is,
all along the Syrian border.

For now, through its sustained military
action, the ADF has thwarted these fascist-
Israeli aims, and the alliance between the
P.L.O. and the L.N.M. has come out of this
latest sinister confrontation with greater
resolve to stand up to Israel.

How many more wars will the Israeli
entity lose before it realizes it can not defeat
a people engaged in struggle for freedom?


































