


editorial——

The immediate issue in Lebanon is not
Syrian missiles, which initially were
introduced after Israel had shot down two
Syrian helicopters and killed their crew, but
whether Israel should be allowed, on the one
hand, to create conditions for the
dismemberment of Lebanon, and on the
other, to bomb at will Palestinian refugee
camps.

As usual with other of its escalations of
violence, Israel’s latest activities in Lebanon,
coming as they did on April 28 with the
downing of the helicopters, precisely at a
time when Syria and rightist factions were
reportedly close to an agreement on a
ceasefire, is designed to prevent conditions
for reconciliation and reconstruction in the
country.

There is universal belief that the United
States government is more than partially to
blame for the crisis. Recent statements by
various of its officials dealing with “hot
pursuit” by Israel and “brutality” by Syria,
have been instrumental in encouraging
Begin’s latest aggression. This aggression,
apart from its cost in loss of hundreds of
innocent lives. is already paving the way for
all out war. Israel, it would seem, is prepared
to go to any length — genocide, murder,
concussion bombs, torture — in pursuit of
the illusive goal of destroying the
Palestinians as a nation, as a peopleandasa
movement. For that is precisely what these
latest happenings in Lebanon are rooted in.

For the last 33 years, ever since the Israeli
entity was established in Palestine, Israeli
policy makers have committed themselves,
in a somber way, to the practice of
mistaking, misjudging and misreading the
historical dynamic of the Palestinian
struggle, and the inextricable link this
struggle has to the class, regional, national
and international forces at play in the Arab
world.

No one has gone wrong underestimating
the intelligence of Israeli decision makers;
but Israel’s recent attacks on Lebanon —
part of an ongoing process since 1968 —
would indicate that there has not been
enough underestimating. For Israel has
moved from mistaking, misjudging and
misreadina to the repose of illusion. The
illusion in this case. is that the Palestinians
could be wiped out in Lebanon, their will to
fight could be broken and Israel could then
be free to impose its expansionist designs on
Palestine. (Isreal’s “justification” for wanting
Syria’s defensive missiles removed is that
these “will interfere with and thwart” Israel’s
raids against Palestinians in Lebanon.) This
is one of the many concentric circles of
conflict that Lebanon has become a theatre
for.
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Israel’s Barbarities in Lebanon

By destroying P.L.O. forces in the
country, the Israeli argument goes, then the
military, political, economic and social
structure of Palestinian society, in and
outside Palestine, would disintegrate. With
this disintegration, the Palestinians would
become leaderless, powerless and helpless,
fair game for the imposition of any
settlement.

There is nothing new in this Israeliillusion.
Israel's fiercely genocidal attacks on
Palestinians in Lebanon since 1968 attest to
this. What is new is that, failing to subdue,
even to weaken the P.L.O. all these years by
its repeated attacks, Israel recently began to
fight them by proxy — through its fascist
allies, the Phalangists, who, like puppets on
a string, have been doing Israel’s dirty work
for it.

The Israeli-fascist alliance, strengthened
greatly since Israel turned large chunks of
territory to Saad Haddad’s forces in the
south, seeks the primary aim of destroying
the Palestinians and the secondary aim of
de-Arabizing Lebanon by establishing there
a puppet Phalangist “state” subservient to
Israel and ready to do its bidding. This
neither the Lebanese nor adjacent Syria
could tolerate.

Today Lebanon has become, whether by
historical imperative or not, an indivisible
part of the Palestine conlflict. Its destiny has
become so interwoven with the destiny of

Palestine that it is difficult to see how a
solution to the problems of the one could be
achieved without the other. This
transformation, in a dialectical sense,
represents a strengthening of the political,
tactical and military resources of the
Palestinian revolution. If before, the
Palestinians fought alone, today they fight
with another people — against the same
enemy, for the same cause, in the same
battle.

Never in the long history of military
conflict between the Israeli army and the
Palestinian guerrillas has the former won a
single battle. In all their one-to-one military
confrontations with Israel, the Palestinians
have always emerged as the victor — from
the battle of Karameh in 1968 to the war of
the south of Lebanon in 1978. Nor, for that
matter, can it be said that Israeli occupation,
notorious for its brutalities, has been able to
subdue or break the national will of the
Palestinians living under it.

Should Israel invade Lebanon again, it will
surely be made a very “hot” pursuit indeed.
The only kind of battle Israel will win there
will be the cowardly kind of battle it has
become well known for all these years — the
battle of killing civilians by concussion
bombs from the air. Against the Palestinian
revolution, and the Lebanese national
movement, they have no hope, ever, of
scoring any victories.

Dear Editor:

While I agree with your editorial, “A
Lesson for Any Mediator” (March 1981,
Vol. I, No. 11), it says nothing about what I
suspect is new policy regarding Israel and
the Arabs. It is reflected in Ronald Reagan’s
apparent decision to do nothing about
Araby/Israel affairs for a period of time. More
to the point, I suspect that this is really a
policy to look the other way as long as
possible in order to allow the Israelis to
complete their settlement plans on the West
Bank so that the “fact” of settlements will
become even more difficult to deal with, and
therefore avoidable by U.S. Governments.

For the last year or so, I have become
convinced that the only weapon the Arabs
have that gains our attention is oil, and that
unless oil is used as a weapon to get our
attention, we shall do nothing about the

problem that is central to Arab concerns
and interest, the creation of a State of
Palestine. It is, of course, possible that we
actually would invade Saudi Arabian oil
fields, but surely this will fail to do anything
but to lose whatever influence the U.S. now
has in that country, to stimulate a wave of
sabotage of installations in oil producing
countries and elsewhere, and to shake the
whole foundation of American relations with
Arabs and the rest of the third world. Maybe
that is what it is going to take for us to realize
that we are integrally a part of the injustice
that is being perpetrated upon the
Palestinians in support of out-of-control
Israeli expansionism.

Lee Dinsmore,

Elcho, Wisconsin




DATE:
March 31

April 1

April 3-4

April 6

April 10

April 14-20

April 21

April 25

April 25-27

April 27

April 28

April 29

May 11

May 11

May 18

May 19

May 20

May 25-27

May 28

A PARTIAL LIST OF ISRAELI/ISOLATIONIST ATTACKS ON LEBANON IN APRIL AND MAY 1981.

ISRAELI ATTACKS:
Israeli terrorist raid on Tyre. Israeli artillery bombardment of Tyre, Nabatiyeh,
Aishiyeh regions.

Israeli shelling of residential areas in Al-Bass and Rashideyeh.

Israeli terrorist squad dynamites eight houses. Israeli bombardment of Sidon.

Israeli bombardment of Tyre and Palestinian refugee camps.
Israeli war planes, artillery and naval vessels continue attacks on Tyre, and
South Lebanon.

Israeli planes bomb Delhamia area.

Israeli shelling of Sidon.

Israeli artillery and rocket bombardments of Aishiyeh, Rihan, Nabatiyeh and
Tyre.

Intensive Israeli bombardment of the Horsh Nabi Taher area using U.S.-
supplied cannister anti-personnel shells. Three shells fell on Sidon.

Heavy artillery bombardments by Israeli and its rightist allies of Nabatiyeh,
Beaufort Castle and Jarmagq.

Intensive bombing, shelling by Israeli artillery, airforce and warships on the
Nabatiyeh and Sidon areas.

Israeli warplanes attack North Sidon and Nabatiyeh.

Israeli artillery attacks on Nabatiyeh, Rihan, Kfar Rumman, Al-Jarmaq
Rashidiya, al-Bass, and Burj-al-Shemali.

Israeli Kfir and Skyhawk fighter-bombers attack Sidon, Tyre and Nabatiyeh.

Israeli/rightist shelling of West Beirut; Arab University and Palestine News
Agency offices hit.

Israeli warplanes raid cities and towns in South Lebanon.

Lebanon rightist shelling of Sabra, Shatila, Fukhami and Rawass areas of
Beirut.

Israeli shelling of Arnoun, Tibnit and Beaufort Castle areas of South Lebanon.
Israeli bombing of Nabatiyeh, Amoun and Beaufort regions.

Israeli /rightist shelling in Beirut.

Israeli shelling of Sidon, Aishiya and Rihan.

Almost continuous Israeli/rightist shelling of Nabatiyeh, Aishiyeh and
Beaufort Castle regions.

50 Israeli warplanes (U.S.-suppled Phantoms and F-15’s) bomb Damour and
Nabatiyeh. Israeli terrorist raid near Sidon. Shelling of South Lebanese
villages and towns.

CASUALTIES:
One civilian killed, five wounded.

13 civilians wounded, including 10 children when
a school bus was hit.

Six civilians killed, a dozen wounded.

23 civilians killed, 75 wounded, 100 homes
destroyed.

11 civilians killed and wounded
Three civilians wounded, houses destroyed.
16 civilians killed 35 wounded.

One civilian killed, two wounded.

Heavy damage. Several civilians killed and many
wounded.

Many civilians casualties.

28 civilians killed, over 200 wounded

22 killed and wounded

75 casualties; more than 45 buildings destroyed,
including a home for the elderly, a Catholic school
and many homes.

Two killed, four wounded

Heavy civilian casualties.

60 killed and wounded.

Number of casualities unknown.

Seven killed
29 civlians killed, over 130 wounded.
12 wounded; extensive property damage.

Number of casualties unknown.

Eight killed and 14 wounded in Damour; heavy
damage to roads and homes.
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I tell you it is enough what I saw in this one
month of reserves service to make me sick.
And what can I do? Refuse to serve in the
Territories and go to Military Prison no. 6?
This is not a thing for me and it is not the
solution. I will try to manage. Next time [ will
ask instead to do jobs in the base. I don’t
mind, in place of being there, to sit around
filling kitbags with emergency equipment.
It’s boring, I know, but at least you don’t eat
your heart out.

[ arrived for reserve service two days late,
so I didn't reach the right place in the
beginning and I was stationed, for the first
night, in a different unit. We drove around a
town, then suddenly the driver halted the
command vehicle. Two guys jumped off and
picked up a young man who was walking in
the street. What hapened, I asked. He
swore at us, they tell me. So he swore, what
can vou do?

They lay him on the floor of the vehicle
and drive on. On the way, from both sides.
they kicked him in the ribs. I don’t know if
the kicks were powerful of mild, but they
were kicks. Anyway, it hurts. He lay there,
tightened up, his hands on his head, didn’t
shout, didn’t cry, just received the blows
silently. We drove to Canada Park and
dumped him from the vehicle. Let him go
back to town by foot.

I have done such things in my life, much
worse, believe me, but this time it pissed me
off. If these guys were friends of mine, |
would have said something. Maybe I
wouldn’t have let them do it. But I didn’t

want to get into trouble with them. It is really
difficult for me to judge them. You have no
idea what happens to a man once you give
him power. Some people just don’t know
how to use it. They shouldn’t be given any.
Once you give them power, and hand over
to them an easy victim they become
animals.

In the second week of reserve duty, one
of the guys, Swissa, was stationed with me
at the rvadblock. He’s the kind of guy you
like, he’s nice. He got permission to sleep in
Jerusalem because he is from Jerusalem
and his wife is in her ninth month and
awaiting to give birth. You should have
heard him speaking about her, with such
delicacy, like a poet. And he is also a
religious Jew. At six in the morning he takes
his Tefilin and prays. Then he folds
everything back- and puts it in the bag.

He takes his gun and walks over to the
roadblock and there he becomes a vicious
animal. What is a vicious animal? Here it
doesn’t mean shooting, Killing people,
torturing them. After all, we are not like that.

But [ will give you an example: Let us say a
bus comes in from the direction of the city of
Jerusalem. He goes up into the bus to check
the I.D.’s of Arabs. Now, there are all sorts
of identification cards. On one day it’s
allowed to let in one sort and forbidden to
allow in another. He doesn’t really know the
differences and he decides, according to the
look on the person’s face whether to allow
him in or force him to walk back to town.

Why? Because that is what Swissa wants.
I see them alighting from the bus with looks
of despair on their faces. They walk back to
town, having lost a day’s work because that
is what Swissa wants, because the power is
in his hands. Here there are no newspapers,
nor Supreme Courts of Justice and there
are no Ombudsmen. Whatever Swissa
decides is what counts.

. . . In this whole business with the
Territories what hurts me are not the big
things that sometimes occur, like accidents:
when there is shooting and casualties. What
drives me nuts are these little things. The
small daily occurences that happen all the
time. The sort of things we are getting
accustomed to doing. . . Sometimes while
you’re out there, you find yourself doing
something which seems normal to you. Why
not? And suddenly you grab hold of your
head. What the hell are you doing?

Maybe in Gaza, in 19691didn’t care about
all of this, because we thought it will take a
bit of time and then everything will fall into
order. But now after so much time to go
again into a schoolyard and again to
disperse demonstrations and again these
arrests. Maybe, maybe there is no choice, [
don’t know, but look what it is doing to us. In
two years time my son will be called up to
regular service. He will also have to do such
things.

U.S. Troops Increase In The Middle East b Chris Robinson

Unknown to the general public, U.S.
military forces abroad have vastly increased
in srength. When President Carter took
office, U.S. troops abroad stood at their
lowest total in recent memory. Pentagon
statistics dated September 30, 1976, show
that there were 413,090 U.S. troops
stationed in 106 countries. During Carter’s
term in office, he increased this total each
year until on September 30, 1980, the
Pentagon reported 442,782 soldiers
stationed in 135 countries.

Part of this increase took place in the
Middle East, where Carter added four new
host nations for U.S. forces and trippled the
U.S. deployment in Egypt and Saudi Arabia.
The only country in the area which showed
a decrease in U.S. miilitary presence was
Bahrain, where the troop level was halved
from 129 in 1976 to 66 in 1980.

In the Middle East, U.S. troops increased
by 128.8% from a total of 553 in 1976 to 1,265
in 1980. Besides the greater number of troops
in every country except Bahrain, Carter

Chris Robinson is the editor of Recon
Publications in Philadelphia.

US. TROOPS IN THE MIDDLE EAST

1976 1980
Bahrain 129 66
Egypt 38 495
Israel 59 97
Jordan 18 25
Kuwait 22
Lebanon 18 21
Oman 5
Saudi Arabia 291 502
Syria 12
Yemen (Sana) 20
Total 553 1265

(*Statistics from Pentagon report of Active Duty
Military Personnel, September 30, 1980. Figures
include Marine and other military personnel
stationed at U.S. Embassies.)

was able to add Kuwait, Oman, Syria, and
Yemen (Sana) as hosts for U.S. troops.
These four were among the 29 nations
which were induced to host U.S. forces
while Carter was in office. There may soon

be an even greater number of U.S. troops in
Oman, since that country has agreed to
allow the Pentagon to modernize the air and
naval bases on Masira Island and the air field
at Seeb near the entrance to the Strait of
Hormuz.

During this period, a significant reduction
in U.S. troops took place in Iran following
the overthrow of the Shah in January 1979.
Following the Shah’s overthrow, most of
these troops were expelled from Iran,
resulting in only 21 U.S. military personnel
remaining in 1980.

The situation in Iran was at least partially
responsible for the U.S. buildup elsewhere
in the Middle East. The most threatening
increases took place in Egypt and Saudi
Arabia, where the combined total more than
tripled from 329 troops in 1976 to 997 in
1980. This total does not include such
temporary deployments of the U.S. Rapid
Deployment Force, as the 1,400-man
training mission which visited Egypt during
November 1980. In Egypt, 88% of the U.S.
troops were from the Air Force, while in
Saudi Arabia, 57% were U.S. Army soldi.e_;.
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