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Editorial 
The error of attempting to resolve the dif 

ferences in the Palestinian revolution by armed 
force has reached the proportions of a crime" 
The immediate v ictims are the Palestinian and 
Lebanese inhabitants of the Tripoli area. The 
potential victim is the PLO itself - its unity 
and independence, and the possibility of demo 
crat ic reform in its structure. This led to 
sharper stands on the part of all Palestinian 
forces who understand that there is a three - way 
d ialectical relationship between national unity 
and democratic reform and guaranteeing the con
tinuity of the revolution. 

On November 4th , t he day after the shelling 
of Nahr al Bared and Baddawi refugee camps be
gan, the PFLP issued a commun ique calling for 
(l) an immediate ceasefire and an end to using 
any form of v iolence; and (2) the withdrawal of 
all military forces that were gathered in the 
North of Lebanon for the purpose of fighting, 
instead d irect ing t hem against the Zionist oc 
cupat i on and the US-reactionary Lebanese alli 
ance .. "The interests of our masses and our na
tional cause compell all, and specificly the 
protest movement within Fatah, to take a con 
scious position to avoid a catastr?phe that 
wil l affect all without exception ." 

At the same time, Doctor George Habash, Ge 
neral Secretary of the PFLP issued a special 
appeal, calling on "All Palestinian leaders who 
are participating in this fighting to stop and 
us e your minds ••• to reconsider this destructive 
method that threatens our revolution and the 
PLO " Then, I call upon all Palestinian fighters 
.•• Reject any orders to point your guns against 
yo ur people. Then, I call upon the Palestinian 
masses everywhere - in the occupied homeland, 
Jord an,Syria,Lebanon and all over - to express 
their decisive opinion by condemning the fight 
ing through every means of expression ••• " 
Indeed, demonstrations against the internal 
fighting were already underway in many Palesti 
n ian camps and communities. 

The next day, November Sth,a meeting between 
leaders of the PFLP, DFLP, Palestine Liberation 
Front and the Palestinian Communist Part y re 
sulted in a joint communique wh ich condemned 
the fighting and shelling of the camps as "a 
c rime committed against the rights of the Pal
estinian and Lebanese people", and demanded an 
immedi ate ceasefire. The four organizations un 
der scored t he dangers of the fighting by indi 
cating the situation in which it occurs: "The 
bloody fighting coincides with the intensifica
tion of US threats and Israeli aggression 
against all Lebanese nationalist forces, the 
Palestinian revolution and Syria, in prepara-

tion for ••• a bra ad aggression against this na
tionalist alliance . It also coincides with the 
intensification of the popular uprising against 
the Zionist occupation in the occupied territo
ries. Regardless of the motivations and declared 
intentions, this fighting will not but serve 
the enemies of the Palestinian people, nation
alist Lebanon and Syria. Furthermore,regardless 
of the military outcome, it will not lead to 
sol v ing the political differences, but rather 
to more d i v isions, self- destruction and digging 
a chasm of blood between brothers-in-arms ••• " 

This theme was again stressed by the Joint 
Leadership of the DFLP and PFLP in a communique 
issued November 6th, which referred to the re 
sumption of Israeli air raids on Lebanon two 
days before, and the continuing threats of US 
imperialism against the nationalist forces: 
"Today , more than ever before, we are required 
to strengthen the unity of the Palestinian re
volut ion, and its d.lliance with Syria and the 
Lebanese national ist forces, in order to combat 
the ant i cipated US - Israeli aggression and to 
preserve the gains achieved by the nationalist 
forces in the mountain battle.The Joint Leader 
ship, based on a position of national responsi 
b ility and deep interest in the nationalist 
alliance between the organizations of the revo 
lution, holds the protest movement in Fatah and 
its Palestinian allies frimarily respons ible 
for the continuation of the fighting ••• (We) call 
upon them to immediately stop the fighting and 
the shelling of the camps, to toss away the 
idea of using arms and adhere to democratic 
dialogue ••• Recent events prove that this is the 
sole path to reforms , and to protecting the 
unity and independence of the PLO, and its role 
as the sole, legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people ••• " 

The Tripoli battles are not isolated or ac
cidental occurrences.Rather they are the tragic 
expression of the crisis in the Palestinian re
volut i on, for which the right wing forces domi
nating the PLO leadership bear primary respon
sibility. For this reason, all serious Palesti
nian nationalist, democratic and revolutionary 
forces want reform in the PLO. The question is 
how to achieve this.The policies of the protest 
movement which began in Fatah indicate that 
they have not correctly grasped the problems at 
hand ,or the relationship between ends and means. 

The PLO is currently faced with two dangers 
of equal proportions: political deviation on 
the part of the Palestinian right, and contain
ment by Arab regimes. Falling into either trap 
would lead to a split in the PLO. Us ing the me 
thod of armed force to resolve differences in 
the Palestinian arena only renders the PLO more 
vulnerable to these dangers, including the re
sulting split. A split as the result of the 
current fighting would not reflect a clear po
larization between the left and the right, as ~ 
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some like to pretend. Nor would it mean the 
marginalization of a few 'traitors' with the , 
masses rallying around the revolutionaries. 

Democratic reforms in the PLO will not be 
achieved through coup d'etat methods to remove 
individual leaders. Rather, this needs a long 
proces·s led by a coalition of all democratic, 
progressive Palestinian forces, based on mobi
lization of our masses, which will gradually 
enforce a new balance of forces in the PLO. 
Palestinian national unity has an important 
place in this process for several reasons. For 
one, unity on the national platform has more 
than once kept the right wing from entering in
to compromises. After our departure .from Beirut 
we witnessed an escalating willingness on the 
part of the Palestinian right to deal with the 
US solutionso Howev~r, the fact remains that, 
except for some strata, the Palestinian bour
geoisie still stands on the national plat
form, due to its contradiction with the Zionist 
occupation. Thus it has a role to play in the . 
Palestinian national struggle and in the PLO. 
The attermath of Beirut exposed that the pro
grams and leadership of the Palestinian right 
lack the capacity to preserve, much less ad
vance, the revolution and its gains. This dic
tates a political and mass struggle against the 
programs of the right wing and its domination 
of the leadership, but not a violent liquida
tion of its representatives from the PLO o 

Palestinian national unity is also important 
if we want to involve the masses in the pro
cess of reform, .for this unity has provided the 
backbone for their struggle, especially in the 
occupied lando The violent disruption of this 
unity not only gives the right wing new pre
texts for pursuing their deviations; it also 

weakens the framework for our masses' struggle, 
rather than utilizing the revolutionary poten
tial of national unity among the masses to en
.force reforms. 

There can be many pretexts for the battles 
in Tripoli. Part of the prelude was the mid
October attacks on the offices of the Lebanese 
Communist Party in Tripoli, and the massacre of 
many of their cadre by the so-called Islamic 
Unification Organization, facilitated by the 
Fatah leadership present in the city. There was 
also the attack on the base of PFLP-General 
Command in North Lebanon, carried out by the 
Fatah leadership.We~ along with all progressive 
and n·ationalist forces,condemned these attacks. 
No one has the right to infringe on the rights 
of progressive and nationalist forces to live 
in security and carry out their political acti
vities. Yet here again, the solution lies in 
correcting the alliance policy and practices of 
the influential leadership, not in unleashing 
more intercine fighting. The Lebanese progres
sive .forces know this very well. They them
selves have called .for an end to the Tripoli 
battles. It would be a great disservice to our 
Lebanese allies to bring the fighting into the 
heart of their city, at a time when all nation
alist energies should be concentrated on de
feating the imperialist-Zionist-fascist plans. 
Our alliance with the Lebanese nationalist fbr
ces demands that the ceasefire that has been 
decided on in Tripoli be respected. The inte
rests of the Palestinian masses and the conti
nuity of our revolution demand the sameo A 
ceasefire on the internal front is also neces
sary for strengthening the alliance with Syria, 
in order to face the threat of a new, broader. 
Zionist-imperialist aggression. 

From Beirut to Grenada 
the operation forced the Rea
gan Administration to state 
its aims more clearly. Wnen 
faced with the task of accoun
ting for such a tremen dous 
loss of 1 ife, the US in ef
fect admitted t h at the Marines 
were not just to " k eep peace", 
but to protect us "national 
interests", i.e., imperialist 
control of the region. 

The October 23rd explosion 
of the headquarters of the US 
and French Multinational 
Forces(MNF) in Beirut was an 
act of war. It was a logical 
response to these forces' di
rect military intervention in 
Lebanon's civil war in Septem
ber, expressing the popular 
outrage at this blatant impe
rialist aggression. This is 
what the imperialists with all 
thei·r clamor about "terrorism" 
and "despicable acts" want 
most o~ all to hide, fo r it is 
they themselves with their in
terventionist policy, who are 
directly responsible for the 
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death of 230 Americans and 58 
French in Beirut. 

Besides dealing a heavy mi
litary blow, the explosions 
also served to expose imperi
alism politically. The opera
tion reminded that imperialist 
forces, no matter their techni
cal / military superiority, re
main vulnerable, and especial
ly so when injected into the 
sea of a hostile population. 
This evidenced the fallacy of 
the increasingly aggressive 
policy spearheaded by the Rea
gan Administration, that mili
tary build-up and "shows of 
strength" 'can prevail.Moreover 

The aftermath of the explo
sions affirmed that imperial
ism does not easily learn its 
lesson; the prescribed remedy 
is more of the same. As US and 
French warships closed in on 
Beirut's coast, French General 
Cann predicted a more aggres
sive role for his paratroopers 
while US officials spoke of 
retaliation. Leaping at the 
chance to heap blame on pre-



determined targets:Syria,Iran, 
and the Soviet Union, US impe
rialism has other reasons than 
the Beirut explosion. The rea
sons of Reagan, Schultz and 
Weinberger for insinuating So
viet responsibility merit no 
other comment than that they 
were part of the psychological 
preparations for the US inva
sion of Grenada. Iran, for its 
part, recently touched on 
imperialism's most sensitive 
nerve - the oil supply - by 
threatening to close ·the Hor
mez Straits in view of escala
ted imperialist support to 
Iraq. 

The most dangerous of these 
threats is the one to Syria, 
for there are concrete indica
tions that the US is taking 
steps to place the MNF mission 
firmly in the NATO framework, 
and draw 'Israel' ·more closely 
into this coordination. The 
r eason for attributing respon
sibility for the explosions to 
Syria could be the preparation 
of a new enemy aggression, in 
view of the fact that Syria 
constitutes a formidable ob
stacle to the enemy plans for 
Lebanon and the area. Soon af
ter the explosions in Beirut,a 
h igh-level US mission was dis
patched to the Zionist state 
t o review the situation in Le
banon and "broader issues of 
Middle East security". The 
claim of the Israeli Minister 
of War, Arens, that Syria was 
behind the blasts, ·indicates 
Zionist readiness to enter in
to a coordinated imperialist 
military venture against the 

nationalist forces and Syria 
in particular. 

MNF OUT OF LEBANOO! 

The logical response to the 
Beirut explosions would be 
withdrawal of the MNF. The im
perialist leaders ~ decision to 
the contrary reaffirms that 
their concern for human life 
is but a sham. This includes 
most of the US Congress, where 
despite continuing debate, 
there was a consensus against 
withdrawing the Marines in 
line with Reagan's assertion 
that any sign of weakness 
would be to Soviet advantage. 

This highlights the impor
tance of the progressive and 
derrocratic forces agitating 
for MNF withdrawal, and elici
ting broader support for this 
demand based on the clear 
proof that imperialist aggres
sion not only harms the people 
of the three continents, but 
also boomerangs on the popul a-

tion of the capitalist coun
tries~ Significantly, the 
Beirut bombs coincided with 
the protest by millions in the 
US and western Europe against 

· the stationing of new nuclear 
missiles. Simultaneously, the 

·us invasion of Grenada can 
:only add momentum to the 
struggle against militarism 
and intervention. 

US OUT OF GRENADA! 

The Beirut bombings were . 
enough to make Schultz post
pone his trip to El Salvador. 
Instead the US sent the Rapid 
Deployment Force to Grenada. 
The Reagan Administration 
needed a quick, effective 
military performance in order 
to bolster confidence in the 
armed forces. 

Actually, the invasion had 
long been in Reagan's top dra
wer as part of the overall US 
counterrevolutionary efforts 
focused on Central America.The 
real aim was to threaten Cuba 
and Nicaragua, where the US 
dares not invade. Instead, the 
internal power shift in Grena
da provided an excuse for the 
Reagan Administration to make 
the 110,000 people of the is
land serve as testing speci
mins for the prowess of the 
Marines and the 82nd airborne 
division(part of the RDF). 

However, the ultimate out
come in Grenada will rrost pro
bably point in the same direc
tion as US involvement in 
Lebanon. The US had to commit 
6,000 troops with numerous 
warships and more troops off
shore, yet it took lo~ger than 
expected to "restore law and 
order" on the island. More im
portant, the battle for Grena
da does not end when the Mar
ines succeed in pacifying the 
island. Troops will remain to 
install a pro-imperialist go
vernment, and then the US will 
have to protect this govern
ment. US imperialism's experi
ence in protecting the Amin 
Gemayel government in Lebanon 
stands as a warning of the • consequences. 
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Comrade Habash: 

The Crisis 
Roots and Solutions 
-On October 31, Dr. George Habash, General Secretary of tne PFLP, delivered a 
lecture to a group of Palestinian and Arab cadres and intellectuals assembled 
in the building of the General Union of Palestinian Writers and Journalists in 
Damascus. This was part of a series of lectures, delivered by a number of l ea 
ders of the Palestinian revolution, sponsored by the Union with the theme: THE 
CRISIS IN THE - PALESTINIAN REVOLUTION: ROOTS AND SOLUTIONS. 

First of all I want to thank the General 
Union of Palestinian Writers and Journalists -
not because they gave me the opportunity to 
speak today, but because of the subject they 
specified for discussion at this critical time. 
Regardless of the controversy about the p rimacy 
of the wo.rd or of matter, I believe all of us 
are in agreement about the role of the word -
the role of theory and analysis, the role of 
determining programs based on this analysisu 

In this critical period of the revolution, 
the task shouldered by the General Union of 
Palestinian Writers and Journalists is that of 
the wo!do The role of the word is to £ind a way 

· out of the crisis we are currently facing in 
the Palestinian revolution, in the PLO, in 
Fatah and, i£ I am not mistaken, in all the or
ganizations o£ the Palestinian revolutionu 
Afterwards, I hope that my talk will be viewed 
as a humble contribution to the subject we are 
discussing Q I don't say this out of modesty,but 
based on my understctnding of the size and i m
portance o£ this question, which requires the 
co-llective Palestinian mind and consciousness 
to £ind answers to · the subject at hand: The 
Crisis of the Palestinian Revolution - Roots 
and Solutions o 

Be£ore dealing with the essence of the ques
tion, I emphasize that there are no .rapid, 
magical solutions to the crisis.After providing 
the clear vision and analysis, and determining 
the roots and solutions, the Palestinian revo
lution will not be able to £ind its way out of 
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this crisis without a long process of accumula
tive struggleo The outcome of this would be a 
change in the class structure of the leadership 

. of the Palestinian revolution, a correction of 
its political line and in its organizational 
and military programs. 

I know very well that all the diseases in 
the Palestinian arena - in the fields of fin 
ance, administration and discipline - are now 
th~ subject of intense discussions among our 
people o But allow me to say that all these di
seases will be corrected in the process of re 
form we are working on in the political , organ
izational and military programs . 

Permit me to talk in the language of the 
concrete political situation we are living in, 
instead of speaking theoret ically, without this 
being interpreted as an underestimation of the 
great importance of tl1eory. I fe el it is pre
ferable to concentrate our talk on the politi-

. cal implications. 

Historical achieverrents not subject to 
discussion 

Before talking about the crisis, allow me to 
speak about the great achievements of the _Pal
estinian revolution. I believe that we as Pal
estinian people, as Palestinian organizations, 
and as Palestinian and Arab intellectuals, com
mit a mistake if we don ' t see the other side of 
the march of "the Palestinian revolution, ioeo, 
its achievements. The Palestinian revolution 



has made great and historical gains o I will 
mention the ones I believe are accepted without 
any discussion: 

First: Crystallization of the militant, na
tional identity of the Palestinian people, and 
their rallying their struggle around the PLO. 
their sole, legitimate representative. Whoever 
experienced the history of the Palestinian 
question after 1948, realizes the significance 
of this point. The PLO represents the national 
entity, embodying the Palestinian national 
identity which encompasses all Palestinian na
tionalist classes, groups and personalities . 
Thus, the PLO constitutes a great historical 
achievement we must preserve. Is this fact open 
to discussion? Perhaps, but to me it is indis
putable . 

Second: The battle of Beirut, where the 
great steadfastness provided an example by 
bringing about the lo.ngest war in the history 
of the Arab-Israeli conflict . This exmnple must 
not be dismissed. The war in Lebanon revealed 
the deficiencies of all the Arab regimes._ I say 
this based on our deep interest in serious Arab 
-Palestinian confrontation. The purpose of this 
is to make these regimes stand with full re
sponsibili.ty against the Ziortist danger, and to 
make use of the lessons of the battle of Beirut o 
The battle of Beirut and its aftermath revealed 
not only the crisis of the Palestinian revolu
tion; it. also revealed very clearly t .he impo
tence of the Arab nationalist regimes - their 
inability to combat the enemy even after, with 
90 days of fighting, the Palestinian revolution 
provided the opportunity to do so. 

We in the PFLP endeavor to strengthen the 
alliance among tHe Palestinian revolution, the 
Lebanese National Movement, the Syrian regime, 
and all Arab nationalist regimes, based on our 
view ~hat the conflict in the area is between 
the forces of Arab national liberation on the 
one hand, and imperialism, Zionism and reaction 
on the other v 

I am not ddvocating a narrow Palestinian ap
proach, saying: "This is what we did as Palesti
nians. Where were you as Syrians, Libyans or 
Egyptians?" I condemn this approach very seri
ouslyv What is required is an examination of 
all the lessons of the battle of Beirut. We are 
required to deal with th.:: following: One - the 
crisis of the Arab nationalist regimes - roots 
and solutions; and two - the crisis of the Arab 
national liberation movement - - roots and solu
t ions. It is totally lli1acceptable to lose sight 
of this question, to lose the lessons of the 
battle of Beirut, whi c h were a source of pride 
for all the Arab masses. I know how the masses, 
in every country without exception, welcomed 
the Palestinian fighters when they evacuated 
Beirut. This was not merely ~ emotional posi
tion; it had great significance. The battle of 
Beirut revealed the deficiencies of t'he Arab 

governments first. Second, it revealed the de
ficiencies of the Palestinian revolution. 

The crisis of the Palestinian revolution 

Did the crisis of the Palestinian' revolution 
begin after our departure from Beirut? No, the 
roots extend. farther backo Knowing the Palesti
nian situation, with all its primary and secon
dary contradictions, I can say that after Bei
rut this crisis reached a qualitatively new 
stage. The major reason for this crisis is the 
rightist political line which emerged and 
reached a peak, especially after Beirut. At 
this time, it began to seriously threaten the 
Palestinian revolution with .involvement in the 
US-reactionary plans proposed as solutions to. 
the Palestinian problem. If we try to escape 
from this fact, we will not grasp the destruc
tive effects of this political line. Let us 

' · take some examples to show what we mean ••• 
Despite the great moral and political vic

tory we achieved aft.er Beirut, the great . defect 
that had taken place in the balru1ce of forces 
was apparent to any political observer or Pal
estinian leader. Accordingly, we can conclude 
that the Palestinian revolution is lmable to 
achieve our national objectives by depending on 
forms of pol·i tical struggle as the primary and 
basic method. Unfortunately, the influential 
elements in the PLO leadership laid down their 
answers to all the problems that confronted us 
aft~r Beirut, and pointed out the real perils 
threatening the Palestinian people and van -
guards. Based on their assumptions, these in
fluential elements reached the following con
viction: "-We did everything possible; this is 
the outcome of 18 years of strugglei let's take 
what can be taken regardless of the size of our 
share." How can we otherwise explain the posi
tion towards the Reagan plan. 

From when the Reagan plan was proposed on 
Sept. 1, until the Palestine National Council 
was held, all of you read statements saying: 
"There are po si ti ve points in the Reagan plan" 
and "The plan can be discussed". In spite of 
the dialogue that took place during the PNC 
session, and the emphasis on the importance of 
a clear political line, Brother Yasir Arafat 
went to the political committee meeting and 
said his famous word: "Say 'laam' to the Reagan 
plan", which means don't say 'yes' and don't 
say 'no' . After that, we said:Our masses cannot 
understand such a position; we cannot mobilize 
them on this basis in order to continue the re
volution and overcome the difficult circum
stances :therefore, such a position is rejected. 

Yet some people registered their reserva~ 
tions on the text of the resolutions adopted by 
the PNC session, because these do not give them 
the freedom of political movement and maneuver ....._ 
they wanted. ...,... 
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We in the PFLP made our reservations from 
the other angle, because the text was not sut~ 
ficient. We believe that it is better to tot~l
ly reject the Reagan plan, i -nstead of rejecting 
it only because it is not a sound basis for a 
solution to the Palestinian problem. You all 
know that the resolutions of the PNC did not 
deter those who think about dealing with impe
rialist schemes. All of you know of the nego
tiations that took place in Jo.rd an after the 
PNC. As a result of the broad opposition, in
clooing the Central Committee of Fatah, a joint 
statement with the Jordanian regime was not is
sued. Still, isn't it our right to question 
what it means that the chairman of the PLO Exe
cutive Committee approved the proposed state·
ment and said to King Hussein, "Give me the 
opportunity to consult my collegues." 

T~e examples are manyn Everyone can ask him
self:What is the meaning of the series of poli
tical positions taken by the influential forces 
in the PLO after our evacuation from Beirut& On 
the Reagan plan? On strengthening relations 
with the Jo.rd an ian regime? On continuing rel a
tions with the Camp David regime of Egypt? What 
is the meaning o .f the contacts with Zionist 
forces undertaken not only by Issam Sartawi,but 
by the Chairman of the Executive Committee? 
Does all this have a political content or not? 
Certainly1 it exhibits a political lineo I'll 
give a final example about this political line: 

The relationship with the Syrian regime 

I want to be courageous and clear on this 
subject. I hold the official leade.rship of the 
PLO responsible for a big part of the deterio
ration of the relations with the Syrian regimeo 
There are some Arab nationalist regimes who are 
waiting for the opportunity to contain us, but 
this is one thingi how the of.ficial leadership 
of the PLO dealt with the relations with the 
Syrian regime is anothero Prior to the battle 
of Bei.rut, there was a delegation from Fatah 
to discuss the strategic relations between 
F'atah and Syria. Why didn't this step succeed? 
the point lies in the leading circleso The de
legation reached an agreement with Syria, but 
the individualist leadership put this agreement 
in the .bottom drawero Later the Israeli aggres
sion took place. 

During the war, all the Palestinian organi
zations, without exception, had a united view 
about the impotence o.f the Arab regimes, but we 
in the PFLP furtherroore distinguished clearly 
between this fact ano on the other hand opening 
a battle with the nationalist regimes, Syria in 
particular. In spite of the pain we sufferred 
during the battle as a result of the national
ist regime's shortcomings, we did not lose 
sight of the constellation of contradictions, 
that there are nationalist .regimes with short-
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comings on one hand, and reactionary regimes 
directly or indirectly participating in the 
plot on the othero 

How did the influential leadership in the 
PLO act on this question? It started to shun 
the Syrian regime and daily made contacts with 
Saudi leaders. Afterwards, the idea of all the 
leaders of the Palestinian revolution was to go 
to Damascus and discuss all issues, and inten
sify the alliance after reviewing the previous 
stage. On the contrary, the individualist lea
dership decided that Brother Arafat should be 
in Greece. This was a clear af.front to the 
Syrian .regime. 

Th:inkiilg responsibly concerning the relation 
with Syria requires evaluating not only the 
geographic factor, but also the constellation 
of contradictions and the position and role of 
Syria in this contexto In light of the impor
tance of' .relations with · Syria, the PFLP raised 
two main slogans after our evacuation from 
-Beirut: To deepen national unity, and 

To strengthen .relations with Syria. 
Without this formula, we saw no possibility for 
finding a way out of the situation in the af,;.. 
termath of the battle of Beirut. On this basis, 
we invested all our efforts for Brother Arafat 
to come back to Syria and make Syria his head
quarters for leading the worko 

Brother Arafat returned to Syria, but what 
happened then? A series of decisions were made, 
whereby Abu Zaim was appointed deputy commander 
and Abu Hajem responsible of the revolution's 
forces in Lebanon .! Does this stem from respon
sibility towards a decisive point in the march 
of the revolution? Does this exhibit vigilance 
concerning the independent Palestinian national 
decision-making? We struggle for the indepen
dence of Palestinian decision-making based on 
our understanding of the dialectical relation
ship between our independent decision and the 
Arab nationalist and progressive forces and 
regimes. 

Palestinian rightist policy entered a 
qualitatively new stage 

We must now carefully determine how to clas
sify these positions taken after Beirut: Do 
they signify the Palestinian right wing's defi
nitive shift into the enemy camp? Are these po
sitions merely a continuation of the unprinci
pled maneuvering we have known in the Palesti
nian arena since 1970? 

My answer to the first question is no, the 
Palestinian right did not move to the enemy po
sition. Why? For two reasons: First, due to the 
nature of the proposed US solution for the Pal
estinian problem; second, due to the extent of 
nationalist and popular opposition ·to the us 
solutionso 

My answer to the second question is also no, 



this is not a mere continuation of the unprin
cipled maneuvering we have seen in the past.For 
the first time, we are facing real willingness 
to cooperate with the US solution at the time 
when a share is o£fered the Palestiniru1 bour
geoisie in tbese solut~ons. Therefore, we are 
.facing a qualitatively new stage which began 
after our evacuation from Beirut, but with 
roots extending back to the seventies. 

The Palestinian bourgeoisie took up arms, 
having ambitions and dreams which I believe 
were genuine. They began to £ace difficulties 
as well as becoming a politically recognized 
force on the Arab and international levels. 
Based on these conditions, the Palestinian 
bourgeoisie adopted the position that corres
ponds to its class nature, to accept a share in 
the settlement. The rightist approach is great
ly responsible for the outcome of two main 
stages: Our experience in Jordan, and the stage 
of settlement. 

One: 'Ihe Jordan experience 

For a period of time in Jordan, we experi
enced the phenomenon of dual power. For a while 
the power o£ the resistance was stronger than 
that of the Jordanian regime. Dual power is a 
temporary phenomenon, later to be decided in 
favor of the revolution or the Jordanian regime 
- Why was it settled in favor o£ the regime? 
Because of the political line adopted by the 
influential leadership. At the same time, the 
Palestinian left bears a share of the responsi
bility comensurate with its size, weight and 
participation in the leadership of the revolu
tion. 

Our experience in Jordan clarifies the nece
ssity of defining the enemy camp and the camp 
o£ friends. Concretely, it disproved the possi
bility of neutralizing Arab reaction·. I remem
ber well that in Jordan, a number of Palestini
an fighters refused to fight the regime,because 
they were not mobilized on this basis: that 
reaction is a part of the enemy camp. 

~= 'Ihe stage of settlement 

The settlement path is a destructive one in 
the Palestinian arena: we £ind it at the roots 
of the crisis. 

This requires a few short words about the 
struggle between the Arab people and the Zion
ist movement. Hmv do we view this conflict?What 
is its nature? Can it be settled without one of 
the parties to the conflict being eradicated? 
Will this area be a Zionist empire or a united, 
progressive society. in which Arabs and Jews can 
live in peace? How do we view Zionism? Can we, 
if we wanted, coexist with Zionism? 

At a time when the Soviet Union has £armed a 
committee bf scientists and representatives of 

public opinion to expose Zionism, it is peculi
ar and to be condemned that the Palestinian 
right establishes contacts with Zionists. 

Can we separate 'Israel' from the Zionist 
movement? Isn't 'Israel' the material, economic, 
military and political embodiment o£ the zion
ist movement' Is it possible to defeat Zionism 
without defeating 'Israel'? Was Nazism defeated 
without the defeat of Hitler's regime? 

These issues have been raised without recei
ving sufficient attention, but now we under~ 
stand that they lie at the heart of the roots 
of the problem we are facing today. 

TWo approaches to fighting the Palestinian right 

During this period, it has become clear that 
there are two approaches to fighting the Pales
tinian right. One approach is to wage this bat
tle, while at the same time - concentrating on 
the importance of the PLO' s role and the neces
sity of adhering to it as a main weapon in the 
face of the enemy. The second approach shares 
with the first approach an awareness of the 
dangers of the right-wing and the necessity of 
confronting it. Beyond that, there are several 
points of difference on theoretical, political 
and organizational issues. Although we assign 
primary responsibility for the crisis to the 
Palestinian right, we will not make the nustake 
of being unable to correctly determine the con
stellation of contradictions in the Palestinian 
arena. 

Next we must examine these secondary contra
dictions, which I hope will not become primary 
contradictions, between the forces that want to 
save the Palestinian revolution through an or
ganizational and political reform. The first 
point of disagreement, which I begin with be
cause it is dangerous, is on using the method 
of armed force. We disagree totally with this 
method, because we see its destructive effects 
in the Palestinian arena. We cannot find any 
justification £or it. Whatever the intentions 
and desires £or reform, the effects of this 
me'thod are destructive to all; this will lead, 
whether we like it or not, to divisions and 
containment. This error is comparable to a 
crime - whoever begins it is criminal; whoever 
thinks o£ it is criminal; whoever plans it is 
criminal; whoever £uels it is criminal. 

There is no example of how another national 
democratic revolution solved its contradictions 
which applies to our revolution. The contradic
tions inside the Palestinian revolution must be 
solved through democratic dialogue and struggle 
on the political and mass levels. Others may 
give some examples to say that this is not an 
uncontested principle; the Algerian revolution 
may be mentioned in this context. But allow me 
to ask: In light of the particularity of the 
Palestinian problem, the presence of the Pales-~ 
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tinian people in the occupied territories, 
Jordan, Syria, Lebanon and the diaspora, is it 
possible in the present situation to solve con
tradictions -through internal £ighting? 

Let,_ us suppose £or the sake of discussion 
that the situation in Tripoli ends in favor o£ 
the protest phenomenon (led by Abu Musa and Abu 
Saleh). Is this going to solve the question in 
the occupied territories or in Jordan, · and in 
what way? It is preferable to deal with these 
questions now. ~his is the first question con
cerning the differences between the two ap
pr~aches for confronting the right. 

The downfall of the right or of its programs? 

Then comes a theoretical question on the ba
sis of which we can determine many issues: What 
is the position of the right in the Palestinian 
arena? Did it become non-nationalist? Is the 
non-nationalist right merely some individuals 
or strata of the bourgeoisie? What do we mean 
by the downfall of the right? Does it mean we 
are in the process of a complete political and 
class polarization? Or do we mean the downfall 
of the program of the right? Assuming the pro
grams of the right are abolished, can the revo
lution continue with the same leading elements? 
Or must a change take place in the PLO institu
tions commensurate with the size of the nation
al democratic forces? Can we dodge these ques
tions? If we do so now, can we dodge them after 
one month, or one year? 

I believe, for example, that there is a dif
ference b~tween a reform movement inside Fatah, 
which will automatically reflect .i,.tself on the · 
PLO,and · a movement that seeks to conquer Fatah. 
If the protest phenomenon faction says: We are 
Fatah, and there is no other Fatah but the 
traitors, this raises a series of questions. If 
they say: We want a radical change in Fatah, 
this would be another issue. 

There are tw~ factions in Fatah; this is the 
reality. The Central Council (August session 
that dealt with the internal crisis)distributed 
its document to both factions. 

Recognizing the existence of another faction 
requires a dialogue; it requires stopping the 
fighting. If the answer is: We are ' Fatah, then 
we ask which Fatah? Nationalist Fatah? Or na
tional democratic Fatah? Or national democratic 
revolutionary Fatah? For each of these cases, 
there wo~d be a distinct political line. 

If the other faction adopts the view that 
they are Fatah, ·· then they must specify which 
Fatah. If they answer nationalist Fatah, then 
their alliance policy is understandable. (The 
~eference here is primarily to alliances within 
the Palestinian revolution.) If they answer 
progressive nationalist Fatah, then their alli
ances are no longer understandable. If they, 
answer national democratic revolutionary Fatah, 
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then they must radically deepen their alliances 
(with the left forces) • 

Therefore, despite our agreement on fighting 
the right, the other part of the problem re
mains: There are two approaches in dealing with 
the problem in Fatah, and two approaches to re
forming the PLO. Concerning the crisis in Fatah . 
our position excludes fighting and relies on 
democratic dialogue; it is necessary to recog
nize that there are two factions; the c_risis 
could be solved on the basis of the Central 
Council's document. Concerning the PLO, I fear 
that the Palestinian arena will become even 
more complicated than it is now if the approach 
that says: We are the PLO, prevails. If the 
issue concerns the PLO, then we would become a 
party to the political battle taking place. How 
do we understand the PLO's crisis? How do we 
understand the solutions? 

When one party or leader, outside the legal 
framework of the PLO, declares the downfall of 
this or that leader, we say this is a dangerous 
method and totally rejected. (This is a refer
ence to statements such as those made by Tareq 
al Khudra, commander of the Palestine Libera
tion Army in Syria, that Arafat no longer r e
presents him.) 

Program of unity and democratic reform 

How do we understand things in the PLO?Allow 
me in this context to emphasize the program for 
unity and democratic reform presented by the 
PFL~ ~and DFLP. I hope the motives for present
ing this program are understood. Our motives 
are deeply national and stem from a deep sense 
of responsibility. I fear that in the poisoned 
atmosphere now prevailing in the Palestinian 
arena, some migh·t suspect other motives. It may 
be said that it is an attempt to inherit Fatah, 
or that the two fronts are trying to promote 
their own role. However, no one who feels the 
reality of the danger threatening the Palestin
ian revolution could have such intentions. 

The program for unity and democratic reform 
has two aspects: political and organizational. 
I have spoken about the political aspect. Now I 
want to point out the importance of the organi
zational aspect. 

Previous experience in political work in the 
Palestinian revolution has taught me that even 
if the political program is adopted unanimously 
by all bodies of the PLO, one cannot be sure it 
will be implemented if organizational guaran
tees are not provided. This requires deciding 
on the organizational program which is supposed 
to include collective leadership and the parti
cipation of all nationalist force s on the basis 
of relative representation. It also requires 
determining precise guidelines for the 
decision-making pro cess and for how the program 
smuld be executed. 



It is said that the Palestinian arena is an 
oasis of democracy. This is true in the field 
of talk. In the past, it was said to us (by 
the influential leadership): Say what you want, 
and we do what we want. This is freedom of 
speech, but not of democratic decision-making 
and participation. Whoever thinks that the or
ganizational question is isolated from the 
political one is mistaken ••• 

One more point remains: Whether the reform 
should take place through the legal institu~ 
tions of the PLO. The following big question 
might be raised: What are the guarantees that 
this reform will take place through the legal 
institutions? 

The guarantee will be by reviewing the lead
ing institutions of the organizations ••• Our 
program includes this point, and on this a de
cisive battle should be waged to guarantee the 
process of reform. This program has no value 
unless it becomes the program of all national
ist groups, forces and individuals because it ~ 
correctly - poses the isSues. This is the chal
lenge that awaits us all. 

We propose this program for discussion, and 
we shall listen carefully to all views. Then we 
can determine the points of agreement and dif
ferences without any detour:s or evasions. Then 
we begin by executing the points of agreement 
in the PLO. Without this, we will find our
selves facing a destructive right-wing and 
destructive inter-Palestinian fighting. 

Someone might ask: vfuat is the significance 
of this program at a time when the situation is 
worsening around Tripoli? The fighting there 
might reduce the weight of this position to 
that of a feather. Our duty is to make this po
sition as weighty as possible by crystallizing 
a broad mass current with extensions in the oc
cupied territories, Jordan and all places where 
the Palestinian people are present, in order to 
become a large force capable of cornering all 
deviat-.ions in the Palestinian arena. 

The Arab national liberation movement's pUpport 

We will put this program to every group in 
the Arab national liberation movement. After we 
listen to their views, we will demand . their 
support, because what is t .aking place in the 
Palestinian arena affects the entire Arab area. 
It is the duty of all Arab nationalists to par
ticipate in stopping it. 

The course we are advocating is not the path 
of the PFLP-DFLP Joint Leadership, but the path 
of salvation for the Palestinian people. We ~e 
part of the Palestinian revolution. Our opinion 
was sought. We are presenting it in the program 
of unity and democratic reform. 

The Arab national liberation movement and 
the socialist countries are torn over what is ' 
taking place in the Palestinian arena. If some-

one says, the socialist countries support the 
legitimacy(the present leading bodies) and no
thing else. we say this is not true. If it is 
said that they support reform and nothing else, 
we also say, no. These countries see the impor
tance of the PLO's role in confronting the US 
schemes, and also want unity and reform. More
over, they think that any change should take 
place through the legal framework. 

Whoever wants to oppose US imperialism to 
the end has to adhere to the PLO .as a political 
weapon and defender of Palestinian national 
rights: the right of return, self-determination 
and establishing a Palestinian state on the na
tional soil. The USA and 'Israel' say: No to 
the PLO, no.to the Palestinian state. We want 
the united PLO which adheres to the national 
political line. Why unity? Because if one group 
can assemble 100 members of the Palestinian Na
tional Council, the next day the other group 
can assemble 200, for example. Somebody might 
say that this is blackmail in the name of unity 
but I say no. 

Finally, let us assume for the sake of dis
cussion that the subjective factor with respect 
to the Palestinian revolution is correct and 
strong. Let us go even farther and assume that 
the democratic forces in the PLO hold the lead
ing positions, led by a person like Ho Chi Minh. 
Is this enough for implementing our national 
rights? The answer is no. Why? Because there is 
a particularity of the Palestinian cause in 
view of the Zionist settlement in Palestine and 
t~e organic relationship between the Zionist 
entity and imperialism. This means that the 
Palestinian revolution cannot achieve its ob
jectives without a dialectical relationship to 
the Arab revolution. Palestinian land cannot be 
liberated without bases for the Palestinian re
volution in the surrounding countries. If we 
want the occupied territories to be liberated, 
we must create a significant shift in the ba
lance of forces militarily. Through diplomatic 
struggle, we have gained the support of 120 
countries, but this is definitely not enough 
to liberate the occupied homeland. 

Thus, the Palestinian revolution must con
centrate on its relations with the forces of 
Arab national liberation, especially in the 
surrounding countries, in order to become a 
factor for change in these countries. In the 
case that this change takes place, these coun
tries will become bases for the Palestinian 
revolution through which it_ can lead the strug
gle for liberation. On this basis, the inter
connection between the Palestinian crisis and 
the crisis of the Arab national liberation 
movement becomes clear, as does the relation 
between bringing about an advance in the Pales
tinian situation and for the Arab national 
liberation movement. • 
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PFLP-DFLP 
Program for Unity 

... 

and Democratic Reform 
in the PLO 
The following is the full text of the Program for Unity and Democratic Reform in 
the Palestine Liberation Organization, presented by the Joint Leadership of the 
Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine and the Democratic Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine at a press conference in Damascus on October 16th, and 
addressed to all Palestinian resistance organi7.ations, progressive forces and 
nationalist personalities. 

Since its inception, the Palestinian revolu
tion has been exposed to many dangers, which 
have taken different and various forms. These 
dangers grew and intensified with the growth 
and broadening of the Palestinian revolution 
and its increasing political, military and mass 
influence on the regional and international 
level. 

Throughout the present phase of its struggle, 
the Palestinian revolution has faced different 
kinds of imperialist-Zionist-reactionary con
spiracies - military and political - aimed to 
liquidate it, stop its development and growth, 
and hinder its militancy. However, despite 
these ongoing liquidationist attempts, the re
volution was able to stand firm and preserve 
its ability to continue the struggle in its 
different forms against the Zionist - imperial- · 
ist - reactionary enemy. 

The peak of the military attacks launched by 
the imperialist-Zionist-reactionary alli.;mce 
against the revolution,in order to liquidate it 
and thus remove the major obstacie to the im
plementation of the Camp David accords, was the 
Zionist invasion of June 1982, with the total 
support and coordination of US imperialism and 
the Arab - reactionary forces" 

However, the failure of the Zionist invasion 
to fully achieve its aims did not keep the ene
my forces from continuing their efforts to drag 
the revolution into the US liquidationist set
tlement through the Reagan plan, in an attempt 
to capitalize on the results that followed, 
.forcing the Palestinian revolution to leave 
Beirut. 

The diffjcult objective and subjective con
ditions faced by the Palestinian revolution af
ter its departure from Beirut placed it in a 
highly critical situation. This exposed the re
volution to real, concrete danger.s, threatening 
its entity, line and future, in a way never ex
perienced before in the different stages of the 
conflict with the enemy forces o We can summa-
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rize the dangers the Palestinian revolution is 
facing in the following points: 

First: The danger of political liquidation, and 
the present attempts to draw the PLO into the 
US line, accepting to deal with the proposed US 
liquidationist settlement, first and foremost 
the Reagan plan e This danger grew with the 
emergence and growth of some right-wing Pales
tinian circles who, with the support and encou
ragement of the Arab right, are willing to con
verge with the US line and respond to its pro
jects. 

Second: The danger of a split in the ranks of 
the PLO, for political, organizational and dis
ciplinary reasons, which has reached a peak 
since the Palestinian revolution was forced to 
leave Beirut. The internal crisis in the Fatah 
movement and the resulting divisions, followed 
by the .fighting which brought more complica
tions and interference, poses this danger po
werfully. 

Third: The danger of the PLO being contained or 
subjected to Arab (regime) tutelage, which 
would annul the independence of Palestinian 
national decision-making, and obliterate the 
national rights of the Palestinian people. 

In light of the present circumstances and 
conditions surrounding the PLO,and the serious 
dangers threatening its political line, entity, 
and future, we believe that the responsibility 
for salvation falls on all the forces of the 
revolution, and on all Palestinian nationalist 
and progressive forces and elements o The pro
cess of salvation must be based on deep convic
tion, and on clear recognition of the necessity 
and importance of achieving democratic reforms 
in the institutions of the PLO, so as to pre
serve its unity, cohesiveness, independence and 
sole representation of the Palestinian people; 
to maintain the masses' adherence to the PLO, 
and its political gains on the regional and in-



ternational level, achieved through struggle o 
In order to execute this program of reforms 

in constituting and organizing the leading bo
dies of the PLO, it is necessary to provide or
ganizational guarantees, ioeo, to have democra
tic relations on the basis of a fronto Further
more, agreement on this should be reached among 
all the organizations of the revolution and 
among all the progressive and nationalist 
forces and elements, in the framework of the 
legal bodies of the PLOn 

In this framework, we belive that the cor
rect introduction to presenting proposals for 
d etermining the required aspects of democratic 
reforms, is to pin-point the main defective 
phenomena in the PLO's conditions; the follow
ing are the most important aspects: 

The rx:>li tical aspect: 

Generally speaking, the positions of the PLO 
on the political level lack clarity and firm
ness " Though this phenomenon emerged cle~rly 
and sharply after the departure from Beirut, it 
has been present in form and content for seve
ral years. The implications of this are ex
tremely serious, for a clear political line and 
positions on the part of the PLO, as a revolu
tionary popular movement, play a decisive role 
in rallying the masses, and broadening and 
strengthening their mobilization. 

This lack of clarity and firmness in the 
positions exists inspite of the political pro
grams that have been adopted in the consecutiv e 
National Cbuncil sessions, which constitute the 
minimum national platform" Without going into 
details, we can say that these programs were 
rarely respected and adhered to in determining 
the political moves and positions of the PLOo 

The lack of clarity in political line and 
positions is evident in the excessive influence 
of tactics on strategy to the point that, in 
most cases, the tactics were transformed into 
maneuvers with a narrow perspective, causing 
damage to the struggle of the Palestinian revo
lution, its strategic interests and aims n This 
is mani.fest in the following symptoms: 

First: Neglecting the anti-imperialist nature 
of the Palestinian revolution, whi;h forms one 
of its major characteristics. This is expressed 
in willingness to cooperate with US imperialist 
plans, including making principle compromises 
on our national rights in exchange for a dialog 
with the United States. 

Second: Relinquishing the strategic truth that 
coexistence between our Palestinian people and 
Arab nation on the one hand, and Zionism on the 
other, is impossible o This was evidenced in 
willingness to recognize the right of the Zion
ist entity to exist, and in the series of mee
tings with forces who declare their belief in 

Zionism - meetings which were in violation of 
the National Council's resolutions o 

Third: Belittling the fact of the struggle, 
that the PLO is part of the Arab national libe
ration movement and one of its vanguardso Con
trary to this truth,the practice and relations 
of the influential leadership in the PLO give 
priority to relations with the Arab reactionary 
regimes at the expense of relations with the 
forces o.f the Arab national liberation movement. 

Fourth: Non-differentiation of relations with 
the Arab regimes o It is natural for the PLO to 
have relations with all Arab regimes, but at 
the same time it is natural to make a distinc
tion between the reactionary and the national
ist regimes when determining the level of the 
relations o The influential leadership in the 
PLO is extremely mindful of its relations with 
the reactionary regimes, including the Camp 
David regime of Egypt, while inflating differ
ences with the nationalist regimese This con
tributes to weakening the alliance with · these 
nationalist .regimes in the confrontation with 
imperialism and Zionismo The vanguard role of 
the Palestinian revolution in the framework of 
the Arab national liberation movement requires 
that the priority be to consolidate the posi
tions of the nationalist regimes and strengthen 
their unity on the basis of a more solid policy 
against imperialism. 

The organizational aspect: 

The general phenomenon on the organizational 
level is that of the excessive influence of in
dividualism, as opposed to the role of the col
lective leadership and institutions in the PLO. 
It has been noticed ehat the individualist ten
dency has been increasing tremendously in the 
last few years, affecting all political, orga
nizational, cultural, informational, military 
and .financial levels e This ranges from making 
political decisions singlehandedly to the ap
pointments in the PLO's institutions and de
partments. Furthermore, it impedes the collec
tive decisions and devoids them of their 
contents o 

This individualism is combined with the do
mination of one group, which provides fertile 
soil for individualistic decision-making o In
deed, this leads to weakening national unity 
based on democratic front relations among the 
various Palestinian organizations, and deprives 
them of participation in the decision-making 
process o All this has led to the emergence of a 
bureaucratic bourgeois group within the PLO's 
institutions, where opportunists, retrogressive 
elements, and those who are only concerned 
about personal benefits found a place for th~m-
selveso 
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I .t is natural that individualistic policies 
and the domination of one group leads to wea7 
kening the principles of derrocratic front wor k' 
in the framework of the PLO and its bodies and 
institutions. It is also natural that corrupt 
financial policies go hand in hand with unila
teralism and one group domination o Obviously, 
this also leads to phenomena of financial and 
administrative abuse within· the PLO's institu
tions and departments; the choice of personnel 
.relies heavily on group affiliation, rather 
than on the qualifications, experience and his
tory o.f struggle of those appointed to respon
sible positions. All this leads to almost total 
absence of needed evaluations and accountabili
ty for mistakes o 

This situation can no longer be tolerated or 
ignoredo Though we ·confine our review of the 
defects within the PLO to the political and or
ganizational levels, this does not mean that 
there are no problems on .other levels, such as 
the military, information, conduct, relations 
with the masses, etco However, the defects on 
the political and organizational levels stand 
as the major ones, from which the other defects 
sterno 

we emphasize that although these defects are 
quite harmful, yet they are not the dominant 
characteristic of the Palestinian r evolution o 
Nor have they undermined the great national 

' gains of the PLO in reviving the Palestinian 
people's national identity, solidifying their 
independence, reaffirming and protecting their 
national rights £rom impediments, and insuring 
Arab and international recognition of the PLO e 

This affirms the error of those who try to 
undermine the importance of all these gains 
achieved by the PLO, and who fall into the trap 
o.f desperation, losing hope of the possibility 
of reformo 

The defects and mistakes are a result of the 
class nature of the political forces that make 
decisions within the leadership of the PLO, and 
who bear the primary responsibility. 

The left and derrocratic forces do not over
look their share of responsibility because of 
the lack of coordination and joint efforts 
arrong them, which weakened their role and 
effectivity within the PLO. However, we are 
confident that the struggle of the left and the 
derrocratic, progressive forces and all the ra
dical nationalist elements is quite capable of 
putting an end to the crisis and overcoming all 
defects and achieving derrocratic reform in a 
way that insures the unity and independence of 
the PLO. 

In light of this, we emphasize that fulfill
ing the .demands for democratic reform must be 
based on the following principles: 

First: Adherence to the Palestinian National 
Charter and the consecutive Palestinian Nation-
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al Councils' resolutions, in particular the po
litical program adopted in its 14th session, 
which constitutes the basis for defining the 
PLO's policies and positions. 

Second: Totally ruling out any tendency to bet 
on the capitulationist political settlement; 
total confrontation of the liquidationist 
schemes by all means; completely dispelling 
any illusions about the possibilities of ful
filling the rights of the Palestinian people 
through these schemes. 

Third: Absolute a f firmation that imperialism,in 
particular US imperialism, is our enemy; trans
lating this position in declared public posi
tions and implementing it in our alliance p o li
cy, as well as in our way of dealing with impe
rialist plans and initiatives, i.e., to clearl y 
and decisively rejec t them o 

Fourth: Affirmation of our affiliation to the 
Ar ab national liberation movement; implementing 
this by developing the relations of militant 
solidarity with the organizations of the rrove
ment, giving them priority based on equality 
and mutual solidarity o 

Fifth: De.fining the leve l of r elations with the 
Arab regimes on the basis of their position 
towards ·US imperialism and its plans; and their 
position on the inalienable r ights of the Pale
stinian people, and their commi tment to suppor
ting the Palestinian national struggle and 
goals, and the PLO as the so l e, l egitimate re
presentative of the Palestinian people o 

Sixth: Affirmation that the al liance wi th t h e 
Soviet Union and the rest of t h e s ocialist com
munity, with the national liber a t i on rrovements, 
and with the forces of progress, demo c racy and 
peace in the world, is a strategic matter, not 
subject to compromises or maneuve r s. Efforts 
should be made to further deve lop this al lianc e 
on a principled basis and on t he basis of joint 
struggle against imper ialism a nd its puppets o 

On the basis of these principles, there are 
some essential matters at this time t hat demand 
a c lear position from the PLO, mainly the fol
lowing: 

On the p:>litical level · 

lo To decisively reject and oppose t he Rea
gan plan a s it is the central point i n the im
perialist-Zionist-r eactionary schemes a t this 
stage, and aims to totally liquidate the Pales
tinian national cause e 

2 o To reject the Jordanian regime's project 
which calls for establishing a Palestin ian -
Jordanian .f ederal or confederal union, in o r der 
to fac ilitate negotiations with the enemy o n 
the basis of the Reagan plan; to reject all 
f orms of participation,authorization or mandate 



(to speak on behalf of the Palestinian people), 
which the Jordanian regime is trying to achieve. 
The relations between the PLO and the Jordanian 
regime should be reviewed on the basis of the 
PLO's sole representation of our people every
where, the right of the PLO - with all its 
organizations - to work in Jordan, including 
the right to political, .organizational and mass 
work, and the use of the Jordanian front to in
tensify armed struggle against the Zionist 
enemy o 

3 o To resist any relations with the Egyptian 
regime, and to fight all attempts to break its 
isolation as long as it continues to adhere to 
the Camp David accords; to support the struggle 
of the Egyptian nationalist forces in their op
position to the capitulationist policies of the 
regime; to condemn and .take measures against 
the circles that establish contacts with this 
regime o 

4 o To struggle against the rightist and 
reactionary attempts that aim to transform the 
resolutions of the Fez Summit into a bridge to
wards the US solution;to reject the reactionary 
conception which attempts to use these resolu
tions as an avenue to recognition of the Zion
ist enemy. 

5. To adhere to the reso~utions of the Pal
estinian National Council conc erning relations 
with Jewish forces, limiting these to relations 
wit~ those democratic forces that oppose Zion
ism as an ideology and practice, and that sup
port the right of the Palestinian people to es
tablish an independent state in their homeland, 
led by the PLO . 

6. To revive and activate the Palestinian 
National Front in the Occupied Territories, as 
the arm of the PLO inside; to extend its acti
vities and structure to include all cities, 
villages and camps in the territories, as a 
framework for uniting all the national forces 
in the struggle against settlements, Judaiza
tion, expulsion and other plans of the occupa
tion, and in order to confront all suspicious 
attempts to create alternatives to the PLO as 
the sole representative of our people. 

7 o To strengthen and develop the Palestinian 
-Syrian-Lebanese alliance in confronting the 
imperialist-Zionist schemes in the area" 

8. To strengthen and develop the militant 
relations with the National Salvation Front and 
Amal movement; to provide them with all politi
cal and material support in their struggle to 
banish the occupation and sectarian hegemony, 
and to abort the Zionist-Phalangist-US agree
ment in order to preserve Lebanon's unity, 
sovereignty, Arab identity and all the democra
tic gains achieved by the masses and their na
tional and progressive forces. 

9 o To protect the security of our masses and 
camps in Lebanon; to preserve the civil and 
social rights of our people, and to uphold 

their national rights to be organized and en
gage in political work, to carry arms and join 
,the revolution; to guarantee the rights of the 
PLO and its institutions in Lebanon according 
to the agreements and commitments previously 
reached; to work to deter the terror practiced 
against our masses, and those responsible for 
this, whether the heads of the regime, the fas
cist isolationist forces, or others. 

10. To reinforce and progressively transform 
the relations with Syria on the platform of 
joint cooperation on the patriotic and national 
question, in order to counter the Zionist enemy 
and the plans and proposals of imperialism, 
Zionism and reaction in the area, first and 
foremost the Camp David accords, the Reagan 
plan and the recent Zionist-Phalangist-US 
agreemento 

On the organizational level: 

l o To emphasize commitment to the organiza
tional program that was adopted at the 14th 
session of the Palestinian Na~ional Council; to 
promote positive work on the part of the PLO 
leadership and all the Palestinian organiza
tions to implement this program. 

2. To solidify the functional systems of the 
PLO's institutions and guarantee the upgrading 
of their role; to redetermine the basis, neces
sary regulations and program of the PLO's cen
tral organs in particular, first and foremost 
the Executive Committee. 

'3. To implement the principle of collective 
leadership in all bodies and structures of the 
PLO, starting with the Executive Committee; to 
adhere to the organizational rules and regula
tions in order to apply this principle; to 
fight against any violations or individual 
practice on the part of any party; and fur
thermore, to adopt and apply the principle of 
taking measures against any departure from 
collectivism. 

4. To put an end to the domination of the 
one group and open the opportunity for all Pal
estinian nationalist forces to participate in 
the leading bodies of the PLO and its other de
partments and institutions. 

5. To limit the role of reporting and de
claring the PLO's political positions, and its 
relations with other forces, to the Executive 
Committee and the appropriate parties involved, 
on the basis of democratic,collective decision
making. Any departure from this pr.inciple 
should be condemned, and measures taken against 
this. 

6. To review the formation of the higher 
councils, departments and offices of the PLO, 
whereby: (A)They should be formed of committed, 
qualified and capable persons, meanwhile pur• 
ging bad and unqualified elements. (B) All na-
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tionalist groups should participate on the 
basis of correct front relations. 

7. To consolidate derrocracy in the struc ..! , .' 
tures of the PLO; to preserve derrocratic prin
ciples in internal relations and adopt the 
principle of democratic dialog as the sole me
thod for solving all problems and differences. 
Any departure from this, particularly resorting 
to the use of armed force, is absolutely con
demned and to be considered as a criminal act 
on the part of the offending party. 

8 . To adopt the principle of taking measures 
in the bodies of the PLO against any political, 
military or disciplinary violation, or any 
shortcomings in the execution of duties. 

9. To develop the institutions of the occu
pied territories inside and outside, giving 
them the required ~fforts and the necessary 
means and capabilities; to preserve the unity 
of the popular and trade unions, especially the 
workers union. 

10. To preserve the independence of the po
pular unions based on commitment to the PLO and 
the principles of democratic work in these 
unions; to adopt the principle of relative re
presentation in the process of electing their 
bodies, since this is the best principle for 
preserving and strengthening derrocracy and for 
enlarging the mass base of these unions. 

On the military level: 

1. To emphasize that armed struggle consti
tutes the main option of the Palestinian revo
lution; therefore, to intensify and develop the 
military work against the Zionist enemy in the 
occupied Palestinian territories and in Lebanon. 

2 c To execute the resolutions of the Pales
tinian National Council concerning uniting ~he 
forces of the Palestinian revolution in one Pa
lestinian liberation army; to establish princi
ple rules and regulations to guarantee the 
freedom of all its members to adhere to diffe
rent ideological tendencies and organizations, 
and to guarantee democratic life along with mi
litary discipline in its ranks. 

3. To adopt the criteria of national commit
ment, military qualifications and experience in 
appointing the leading bodies and making promo
tions in the united Palestinian national libe
ration army; to adopt the principle of taking 
measures against any mistakes that occur. 

4. To form a special body to investigate all 
forms of dereliction of duty and misconduct 
that occurred during the confrontation of the 
Zionist invasion of Lebanori; to bring to trial 
all those against whom there is evidence of in
volvement in these wrongdoings. 

5. To return all the forces of the Palestin
ian revolution to concentrate in areas from 
which they are able to practice their military 
activities against the Zionist enemy. 
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On the financial level: 

First: To unite all financial collections and 
donations in the Palestinian National Fund. All 
the FLO's finances should be the responsibility 
of the Palestinian National Fund and supervised 
by the Executive Committee. 

Second: To limit expenditures to those decided 
by the Executive Committee in accordance with 
the adopted principles, regulations and budgets 

Third: To make sure that the Pales.tinian Na
tional Fund pays the expenditures on all groups 
within the PLO: fighters, full-time revolution
aries,the injured, the families of the martyrs, 
etc. as well as the Liberation Army and all 
bodies and institutions of the Palestinian 
revolution. 

Fourth: To fight against all forms of waste and 
misuse of funds, and the corruption(of cadres 
through excess benefits) in the PLO institu
tions and the organizations of the revolution. 

*********************** 

The Joint Leadership of the PFLP and DFLP 
submits this program to all Palestinian nation
al groups, forces and personalities in order to 
achieve democratic reform, meanwhile protecting 
the unity of the PLO, so as to strengthen its 
vanguard role and preserve its achievements and 
independence. 

Considering that this program meets the re
quirements of the present state of our struggle 
we are confident that it can be implemented 
through the unity and solidarity of all these 
forces. · 

The experience of our people proved that 
through national unity in the framework of the 
PLO, we were able to overcome all the obstacles 
and critical stages through which we have 
passed • • • Relying on this, we will be able to 
overcome this difficult stage as well. 

The self-criticism from which this program 
proceeds is not aimed to slander or spread 
desperation, but rather to illuminate the path 
towards correcting and reforming the conditions 
of the PLO and the Palestinian revolution. 

The Joint Leadership of the two fronts ex
presses its total readiness for an immediate 
dialog, with the participation of all groups of 
the revolution and Palestinian nationalist 
forces and personalities, on this program, as 
it is considered the path to salvation. 

The Joint Leadership 

The Derrocratic Front 
for the Liberation 
of Palestine 

October 16, 1983 

The Popular Front 
for the Liberation 
of Palestine 



Old-New ·zionist Tactics 
Refurbishing an old tactic, the Zionist leadership is s~arching for new 
tives to the PLO in a vain attempt to weave a political cover for their 
annexation of the 1967 occupied territories. 

Since coming to power, the 
Likud coalition has exercised 
its iron fist policy in the 
occupied territories in an at
tempt to strike our masses and 
thereby break their full sup
port to the PLO. This policy 
goes hand-in-hand with the Is
raeli efforts to find al terna
tives to the PLO, who are wil
ling to collaborate within the 
Camp David framework. 

One of these alternatives 
was the village leagues. These 
leagues were founded by a 
group of traitors, financed 
and armed by the Zionist state 
and given the power to terror
ize our masses. The relation-

ship between the village lea
gues and.the ciyil administra
tion plan, proposed by the Is
raeli government for the West 
Bank and Gaza §trip, has heen 
clear from the start. 

To prepare for imposing the 
leadership of the village lea
gues, the occupation authori
ties waged a massive attack 
against the nationalist forces 
in the occupied territories. A 
key element in this attack was 
deporting, firing and trying 
to assassinate the nationalist 
mayors, in order to leave the 
Palestinian municipalities of 
the 1967 occupied territories 
without any leading bodies. 

This was intended to open the 
door for the leagues to .re
place them. 

In practice, this policy 
did not succeed in light of 
the massive support given to 
the nationalist mayors by our 
people and their total rejec
tion of the village leagues,as 
was expressed in their sus
tained uprising against the 
occupation and its various 
plans and tools. 

In recent months this poli~ 
cy reached a deadend. The Is
raelis are no longer able to 
ignore the fact that the vil
lage leagues have been unable 
to establish a social base.Due ~ 



to their collaboration with 
the occupation authorities, 
they were boycotted by our 
masses. Mbst recently, the 
village leagues were beset by 
internal conflicts anong the 
leading elements:Mustafa Du
deen, chairman of the federa
tion of the leagu_es; M::>hammed 
Nasser, head of the leagues 
in the Al Khalil(Hebron) area, 
who was fired from his post 
after attempting to launch a 
political party; and Jamil al 
Amleh. As a result, Dudeen 
and his deputy, Jamil Khatib, 
submitted their resignations. 

OVer the last two years, 
most of the municipal councils 
in the West Bank were dissol
ved and Israeli committees ap
pointed to administer the 
municipalities in order to 
continue Zionist control over 
the occupied territories. This 
was imposed by the occupation 
authorities in light of the 
position adopted by the na
tionalist mayors and municipal 
councils against the implemen
tation of the so-called civil 
administration plan, which 
they subsequently boycotted. 
Like the attempt to use the 
village leagues, this Israeli 
policy also reached a deadend, 
for our masses have boycotted 
the Israeli committees, know
ing them to be an extension of 
the civil administration plan. 

The.Zionists reassess 

Thi.s futa l failure of both 
the village leagues and the 
Israeli committees has led the 
occupation authorities to re
assess their policy. While the 
Israeli government publicly 
insists that the village lea
gues still have a role to play, 
Israeli sources reveal that 
the new Zionist Minister of 
War, Moshe Arens, has recogni
zed that they will never com
mand the respect of the urban 
Palestinians from whom the po
litical leadership has to come. 
Therefore, the Israeli autho
rities downplayed the impor
tance of the leagues and re
duced their financial allot-
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Towards annexation - West Bank olive groves charted for settlement 

ments in early 198~, as Arens 
succeeded Sharon c 

In conjunction with their 
reassessment, the occupation 
authorities made contacts with 
bourgeois, vacillating and so
called pragmatic figures in 
the occupied territories who 
are historically tied with the 
Jordanian regime's policies.In 
so doing, their objective was 
to break the current deadlock 
for their plans by finding 
v iable alternatives to the PLO, 
The appointment of General 
Binyamin Ben Elezer -this sum
mer as coordinator <O f the 
military governorate's activi
ties in the occupied territo~ 
ries, fits into this plan. Ac
cording to Israeli sources, he 
is to find more potential ma
yors in the mould of Elias 
Freij(Bethlehem), who could 
command genuine respect in 
their local community, while 
conducting municipal business 
in a way that does not hamper 
Zionist plans e 

Furthermore, for the first 
time sinc e taking office,Arens 
met with such figures. On Aug. 
22nd,in Tel Aviv,he met sepa
rately with Freij; Salman As
tal, mayor of Khan Younis in 
the Gaza Strip; and Hikmat 
Masri, Chairman of the Board 
of Trustees at Najah Univer
sity in Nablus. Municipal and 
political issues were discus-

sed ~ According to Arens' 
spokesman:"These meetings re
presented the beginning of a 
dialogue with Arab l e aders in 
the territories, other than 
the village league officials 
who regularly met with normer 
Defens e Minister Sharon~• 

Despite this difference in 
approach between Sharon and 
Arens, there is no change in 
the determination of the Is
raeli government to perpetuate 
and tighten its contn> o er 
the West Bank and Gaza Strip ~ 

Arens told Herut activists 
that any sort of sett EWent 
that would return these areas 
to Jordan, or create a Pales
tinian state, is out of the 
question " "We are approaching 
the point where the facts are 
irreversible, and our control 
over Jtrl ea and Salla.ria is as
sured," he told his fel ow 
party members. 

Apparently Arens bas deci 
ded that the Israelis' best 
bet for a stable west Bank is 
to cultivate t he ~ ~ian 

elements in the tetritories . 
These are to be no .-,ng 
the conservative strata of the 
well-established rich ta.ilies 
and business-oriented ele.ents o 
In accordance with this, the 
staff of the civil aa.inistra
tion is working directly under 
Arens' supervision~ fLDdPa
lestinians that caa be trusted 



to run the municipal councils. 
Two rronths ago, Shlorro Eliya, 
the head of the civil admini
stration, held a meeting with 
Israeli experts on the affairs 
of the occupied territories -
people such as David Ahirrov 
and Isaac Dayer, where this 
question was discussedo The 
meeting focused on finding a 
plan that would guarantee the 
civil administration's control 
over the municipalities indi
rectly and through appointing 
Palestinians who have ties 
with the occupation as well as 
with the Jordanian regime, to 
administer the councils. 

These new rroves are part of 
the long-standing Zionist at
tempt to jump over the exis
ting realities, especially the 
reality of the nationalist ma
yors and municipal councils 
elected in 1976, that became 
one of the bastions of the na
tional rrovernent in the occu.
pied territories, able to ral
l y the broadest popular sec~ 
tors in the confrontation 
against the policies of the 
occupation authorities. This 
attempt on the part of the Is
raeli authorities aims at re
placing the dismissed nation
alist mayors and the dissolved 
councils by appointing Pales
tinians, as opposed to Israe
lis, to run the municipalities. 
In this way, the Israelis want 
to appear to be making a corn
promise, but in reality their 
o bjective is to break the mass 
b oycott of the civil admini
s tration, split Palestinian 
unity in the occupied territo
r ies, and assert their own 
unilateral control by appoint
ing collaborationist notables , 

To execute t h is plan, 
Shlorro El iya met a number of 
such notables: Zafer Masri, 
head of the Nablus Chamber of 
Commerce and deputy mayor of 
the municipality; Basel Kanan, 
who is from one of the richest 
old families of Nablus; and 
Mahrroud Abu Zolof from Jerusa
lem, in order to discuss such 
a proposition. At these mee
tings, these figures responded 
positively -to the Israeli idea 

but expressed dislike . for the 
. idea of appointing at the pre
sent tirne . for fear of the an
ticipated mass reaction. They 
also asked .for time to make 
rrore consultationso Other ele
ments, who are also close to . 
the Jordanian regime, expressed 
willingness to participate in 
such a plan. 

The election ploy 

In line with searching for 
new alternatives, the occupa
tion authorities are now hint
ing· about the possibility of 
holding new municipal council 
elections o The Jordanian re
gime declared its willingness 
to participate in the election 
game through its agents in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip, 
whereby King Hussein hopes to 
be authorized to find a poli
tical solution of the Palesti
nian problerno Taking advantage 
o.f the internal rift preoccu
pying the PLO, the Israeli go
vernment will try to choose 
mayors who are pro-Jordanian 
regime, to replace the mayors 
who are loyal to the PLO. King 
Hussein, for his part, is keen 
to boost his authority in the 
occupied territories while the 
PLO is in difficulties , He is 
expected to encourage his sym
pathizers to assume this new 
role , 

At this point, it is obvious 
how Israeli interests converge 
with those of the Jordanian 
regime. Fbr both, the aim is 
to weaken and obliterate the 
nationalist forces who are the 
real leadership of our people 
in the occupied territories, 
and who adhere to the PLO as 
the sole, legitimate represen
tative of our people. 

Our Palestinian masses have 
rejected the trick that is 
hidden behind the Israeli au
thorities' talk of elections. 
They have used the occasion to 
re-focus attention on the dis
torted "derrocracy" of the 
zionist entity which talks of 
elections while aiming to can
cell the legitimacy of the 
elected mayors and municipal 

councils. OUr people continue 
to adhere to the nationalist 
municipalities and reject co
operation with the Israeli
appointed officers, as well as 
any other alternative to the 
elected officialso This is, in 
essence, what caused the real 
dilemma for the Zionist policy 
in the occupied territories. 

Needed: Cover for annexation 

In stepping up its contacts 
with the above-mentioned type 
of Palestinians, the extreme 
right-wing Israeli government 
is trying to devise a politi
cal cover to legitimize its de 
facto annexation of the 1967 
oc9upied territorieso Like the 
Zionists' political rroves, the 
daily policies of the occupa
tion attest to the drive for 
final annexation: Land confis
cation and settlement-building 
continue, as does an economic 
policy that increasingly aims 
to throw the burdens of the 
Israeli crisis on the backs of 
the Palestinians, 

As of now, more than 60% of 
the land of the West Bank is 
confiscated. More than 150 
settlements are established. 
These play an especially dan
gerous role, for they provide 
a base for terror acts aimed 
at driving our people out of 
Palestine, and thus securing 
another essential condition 
for final annexation, This was 
very clear in the July massa
cre at Al Khalil University, 
where Zionist settlers opened 
fire on students, killing or 
wounding forty persons, Even 
though the identity of the 
perpetrators is known, the oc
cupation authorities have 
taken no measures against them, 

Despite all this, the posi
tion of our masses has remain
ed solid. They have reempha
sized their adherence to the 
PLO as their sole, legitimate 
representative; they have re
jected any alternatives and 
boycotted moves fabricated by 
the Israeli authorities to re
place the FLO. All such alter
natives will be defeated, II 
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54 Years of Struggle 
Comrade Abu Saleh has been active in the struggle for the liberation of Palestine 
since the age of eleven. So far, he has given the revolution 54 years of unsel
fish sacrifice. He has participated militantly in most of the historical and all 
qf the present stages of Palestinian national struggle: the 1936-39 revolt 
against the British Mandate and Zionist immigration; the 1948 war; the battles of 
Black September in Jordan, 1970; and most recently, the 1982 Zionist invasion of 
Lebanon, during which he was imprisoned in Ansar concentration camp. 

Abu Saleh was the first to organize women in the military struggle against the 
Zionists. His progressive attitude was also reflected in the special relationship 
he has with his wife, who was left behind in the part of Palestine occupied in 
1948. Up until 1967, he recurrently infiltrated across Zionist lines, risking his 
life to see her and his children in the village of Deir al Assad. Some of his 
children were born after his expulsion from Palestine. A man once asked Abu Saleh 
"Why don't you marry. another woman.?" as is common according to Arab traditions 
when a man is unable to have his wife by his side. He replied, "I don't expect my 
wife to remarry, so why should I?" 

People have come to know Abu Saleh by the constant smile on his face, accom
panied by his enduring optimism - the optimism of a true revolutionary who is 
able to see in the future, the inevitable victory of our people's revolution. Abu 
Saleh is widely respected among the Palestinian masses, especially those in South 
Lebanon. Whenever he left his temporary home in Ain al Hilweh camp, to visit in 
other camps and towns, people were always eager to provide food and shelter for 
him. To them, he became a sort of legend, a symbol of their determination, sacri
fice and ability to stand firm against all odds in order to continue the struggle 
until the total liberation of Palestine. 

The following is a recent interview with Abu Saleh in which he discusses his 
past experiences and his most recent ones in Ansar. 

Comrade Abu Saleh 
"I was born in 1918, in the Palestinian vil

lage of Shaab, Acre District. I remember that 
when I was eleven ·years old, I used to annoy 
the British soldiers and police as my enemies. 
At that age, I didn't know what a word like 
'homeland' meant, yet I regarded them as foes, 
and we tried to make problems for them. We used 
to take to the streets with slogans against 
King George. When the 1936 revolt broke out, I 
asked my father to buy me a rifle. My father 
was a poor, religious man, and I threatened to 
commit suicide if he didn't grant my request. 
Faced with my determination, he sold a plot of 
his land and bought me a rifle. It was at that 
moment that I started fighting the British Man
date soldiers, and they began to hunt me and 
demolish the houses where I rested. 

"My father managed to get me married. He 
actually sold his remaining plot of land and 
gave me t .he money, but instead of that, I fled 
to Sasa and bought ammunition. 

"I didn't meet Al Qassem (1), but I heard 
about him and his orations in Abdullah mosque 
in Haifa. I began going to the mosque and join
ed the revolution, not even perceiving com
pletely the way the Qassemites fought their 
battles. I was the youngest among the rebels; 

20 

/ 
I 

~ 
only two were known to be younger than ~: a 
bedouin called Awad and Sobli Yasin, who was 
later killed in Zirka, Jordan. 

"In the 1948 war, when the Zionists occupied 
some villages, such as Shafamr and Sasa, and 



committed acts of murder there, we immediately 
lost all confidence in the Arab Salvation Army. 
I started to devise a plan to defend my village 
Shaab. I and other youth in the village formed 
a small armed unit to fight the Zionist inva
ders. Our women also participated in the battle 
by giving water, food and rounds of ammunition 
to those who were fighting. They even helped in 
collecting the arms of the Zionists who were 
killed. Some of the fighters thus drew up a 
list of 86 women willing to help, and we orga
nized them in groups of six. Every group had 
one person in charge and a specific task. There 
was even a folksong group. 

"We refused to abide by the truce agreements 
- When any mediator came asking us to observe a 
ceasefire, saying that seven Arab governments 
had accepted it, we said 'no'; we said that the 
'government of Shaab' . had not accepted it. Then 
we heard that the Arab Salvation Army command
ing officers had decided to arrest three of us: 
myself, Abu Saad and Al Tayar. We were informed 
by Daif Allah Ruaisan, an Arab Salvation Army 
officer, that they sought to arrest the three 
of us to be shot; Ruaisan was one of our sympa
thizers; he was later killed by the gunmen of 
King Abdullah (of Jordan). Wasfi Atal (2) was in 
Sakhnin, and he also arrested one of our offi
cers who was acting as our link to the Arab 
Salvation Army, but we stormed his headquarters 
in Sakhnin and succeeded in liberating our com
rade. We also took arms and ammunition. 

"I also remember that when Fawzi Kawakje (an 
officer in the Arab Salvation Army) learned 
that we controlled the village of Shaab, he 
asked us to receive salaries from the Arab Sal
vation Army, but we refused this money, because 
taking it meant that we had to abide by their 
orders. We preferred to depend on ourselves in 
matters of supplies and ammunition." 

. 

Abu Saleh then recounted the facts of the 
battle at Al Kasayer, after the Arab Salvation 
Army had withdrawn from this village, and the 
large quantity of Zionist arms captured by the 
fighters. He talked about the battle of Ma'ar, 
which lasted for 97 days and ended with the 
storming of the Ma' ar Heights, where the Zion
ists had their strongholds. He told how Shakib 
Wahab, who was commander-in-chief of the Arab 
Salvation Army, asked them to attack Birweh and 
occupy it, to make it easy for the Salvation 
Army to continue straight to Acre:"We organized 
a commando group: 'Living Martyrs'. Regardless 
of the difficulties, we managed to arrive there 
to attack the enemy at Birweh. They suffered 
many casualties in that battle. I think that 
Ghassan Kanafani, in his study about the 1936-
39 revolt, estimated that as many as 400 of the 
Zionist troops were killed. At last we libera
ted the village of Birweh. We handed it over to 
two Iraqi officers of the Arab Salvation Army, 
but half an hour after our departure, it had 

been once again given over to the enemy without 
any fight worthy of mention." 

He told ab9ut his departure to Lebanon, and 
how he joined the Arab Nationalist Movement in 
1956:"I had known all movements and parties,but 
finally I chose the Arab Nationalist Movement." 

The 1982 Zionist invasion 

"When the war in Lebanon started in June '82 
I was in Ain al Hilweh camp. I was sent on a 
mission to Sour. I went there by ambulance, but 
the road was dangerous; near Abbassieh, it was 
cut off by air bombardment. After that, we left 
Sour,af~er it had been evacuated, and went back 
to Saida. When we arrived at Zahrani, half-way 
to ~aida, my friends said I should lead the way 
because I knew the local roads best. I left 
them there to go and collect news of what was 
going on. When I returned, after three days, I 
found nobody at the place - I had lef.t them. Maybe 
they were afraid to stay there, or they had 

1- heard the planes roar in the sky. I stayed in a 
secret place and contacted one of the doctors 
of the resistance to give me some medicine for 
my eyes, for they had swollen from the heat and 
smoke of the burning trees. 

"One night some of my host's relatives came 
from Beirut on a visit. This drew the attention 
'of the enemy soldiers. They encircled the place 
and entered where I was hiding. At first, they 
hesitated to arrest me, because of my health, 
but finally they did. They took me to Safa cit
rus factory, where they were detaining people, 
to ~e interrogated by an Israeli captain. They 
asked my name, and I gave it, then what organi
zation I was affiliated with. I said, I am a 
member of the PFLP. I had ruled out any false 
informat·ion, since I am known in the South;they 
would anyway find out about me in the end 
through their masked informers. When the cap
tain found out who I was, he said he would have 
nothing to do with me and brought me to another 
who identified himself as an intelligence offi
cer. Again,they started with a tough interroga
tion. At the beginning, he tried to get infor
mation out of me by way of reassuring me. When 
he failed to get any important things, he dis
appeared suddenly. In his place came another 
captain and three soldiers who dragged me down 
to a factory cellar. They striped off my 
clothes and started beating me until I became 
unconscious. Only after I awoke did I know that 
I was out of the cellar and in a room. The bea
ting from the night before started hurting me 
everywhere on my body, for they had dragged me 
with my back on the floor. 

"Next I was asked to stand in front of two 
Israeli majors. A soldier with a Ml6 machinegun 
was standing behind. They told me to stand 
against the wall and asked me to lead them to 
hidden arms. I said to them,'You can ask ami-
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litary man, because I have not been involved in 
military actions since the 1970 September mas
sacre in Jordan.' After that they acted impa
tient and put a red circle on my chest, which 
for me meant that I must pray for my soulaThere 
was also a photographer there who was ready to 
take pictures of the execution.I stood defiant
ly, so that it could be _seen in the picture. 
The soldier shot at me, but I didn't fall. The 
major took the machinegun out of his hand. I 
started to think that the whole thing was only 
a threat. I looked at the barrel of the gun, 
and the major shot at me once again. At that 
very moment, another major came, shouting as if 
he was reproaching his follow officer. At last, 
they took me to another room for another round 

- bf interrogation.Here I \vas told about Magincov 
camp where the Israelis were taking captives, 
and the way they treated the prisoners there, 
before sending them to Ansar concentration camp. 

Struggle in Ansar 

"In Ansar, there are as many as 5,000 pri
soners detained in twenty camps. Among the pri
soners, there were about 25 womeno The first 
thing we did was to communicate with all camps 
to know how many PFLP members we had there. 
After that , we decided to practice national 
unity in the prison o To start with, we decided 
to rid ourselves of the chiefs who had been im
posed on us by the Israelis, because we consi
dered them to be the representatives of the 
enemy among us. For better resistance, our com
rades and cadres in all parts of the prison co
ordinateda We asked the help of all resistance 
and Lebanese nationalist cadre, and we agreed 
to unite our struggle. We began resisting the 
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chiefs, whom we called the mukhtars, and sue~ 
ceeded in replacing them with representatives 

• chosen by the prisoners themselves. We chose 
three representatives in every camp:one to talk 
with the Israelis, a second to manage the cgmp, 
and a third for communications with the Red 
Cross. These were accorded no privileges. 

"We managed our communications by way of 
small pieces of paper, using numbers or symbols. 
At last, we got some pens and paper. Then we 
established a committee to issue "Al Hadaf" and 
another paper distributed strictly among our 
members. We asked comrades in other organi
zations if they needed help in doing such 
things. -

"To summarize what we did in the prison: We 
tried our best to have all resistance organiza
tions represented in the leadership of every 
camp. We managed to obtain a copy of the Red 
Cross Charter(Geneva Convention) and asked a 
committee,constituted from among the prisoners, 
to translate to Arabic the provisions we needed 
in order to draw support from international law 
when making our demands. We struggled for the 
right of sick persons to get health care. We 
struggled for the children, the old men and for 
our Lebanese comrades to be released. Our daily 
program started with our national anthem. 

"We celebrated the 15th anniversary of the 
PFLP's establishment; all the p r isoners cheered 
the celebration.It was an occasion to strength
en national unity. We wrote our slogans on 
cardboard taken from boxes; a rally was held, 
and we raised both the Palestinian and Lebanese 
flags. We got messages saluting us from all the 
nearby prisoners. It took us thirteen days to 
read all of them. We also celebrated Fatah's 
anniversary, which is the anniversary of the 
revolution, and I was presented with the gene
ral commander emblem at the celebration. We 
used to discuss all matters, concerning all 
difficulties in the camps. We also celebrated 
the Day of the Land on March 31st. 

"Finally, I was released. They took me by 
bus to Saida, where I found a crowd of people 
waiting for me. I felt insecure there and de
cided to go to Beirut, and from there, to Tri
poli. In Tripoli, another celebration was to be 
held in my honor. However, I accepted only on 
the condition that it be for all those who 
lived through the experience of Ansar." 

(l) Sheikh Izz al Din al Qassem began organi
zing secret armed groups in the twenties.While 
preparing to call for armed revolt in November 
1935, he and 25 of his men were discovered by 
the British. They fought until being martyred 
and are widely regarded as the heralds of the 
1936-39 revolt. 
(2) Later the Foreign Minister of Jordan who 

was assassinated by Palestinian freedom figh
ters in Cairo in 1971 after Black September. II 
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The South Resists 
As the Zionists tighten their stranglehold 

on southern Lebanon, repression becomes even 
more a part of the masses' daily lives. Th~ oc
cupiers' iron fist policy gives the masses two 
choices: either to surrender all their rights 
and demands for justice,or to resist.The people 
of the South have clearly chosen the latter. In 
mid-October, the celebration of ashura(Shiite 
Moslem day of atonement) in Nabatiyeh became a 
vocal anti-occupation demonstration, after the 
Zionists, enraged by an attack on their troops, 
opened fire on the crowd of thousands assembled 
in the town, wounding numerous civilians. 

On October 23rd, the people of Sarafand went 
to the streets to express their rejection of 
the occupation, after the Zionists had raided 
a citizen's home and made arrests. They took 
out their rage on the Zionist patrols,attacking 
them with bare hands, while other villagers 
barricaded the entrance to the town to prevent 
reinforcements from entering. The people raised 
patriotic banners and demanded the total with
drawal of the Zionist invaders. Their outpour 
of anger shows the world that the Lebanese peo
ple reject the occupation. Also in Sarafand,the 
Zionist forces responded with their usual bar
barism, by shooting into the crowd, killing 
three people and wounding scores of others. The 
following day,the masses again defied the occu
piers by calling a general strike throughout 
the Sou~h in protest of the occupation and the 
brutal methods used to put down demonstrations. 

Nabatiyeh: Israeli convoy that opened fire on 

Just as this uprising confirms the determi
nation of the Lebanese masses to continue their 
just struggle until every inch of Lebanon is 
liberated, so does the continuation of armed 
struggle, which is the only way to obtain this 
liberation. Despite the refortification which 
accompanied the Zionists' redeployment along 
the Awali River, in an attempt to cut down 
their losses, the Lebanese National Resistance 
Front(LNRF) continues its operations,inflicting 
heavy losses on the invaders. 

On ~ovember 3rd, a militant sacrificed his 
life for freedom by driving a truck laden with 
explosives into the Israeli military headquar
ters in Sour, completely aemolishing it and 
killing over 40 Zionists and wounding dozens of 
others. The Israelis immediately imposed a cur
few on the town. They closed off the area to 
prevent reporters from entering, in order to 
hide the exact amount of their losses from the 
Israeli public, for this would only increase 
the strength of the demand for withdrawal.More
over, the .Israelis have interests in trying to 
cover up the effectiveness of the LNRF, because 
this raises the morale of the Lebanese masses. 

The same day, the Zionist air force bombed 
nationalist positions at Bhamdoun and Mansuria, 
in the Lebanese mountains, and all roads and 
bridges to the South were closed. In response 
to the Zionist attempt to isolate them, the 
Lebanese of the South observed a general 



strike. Also, West Beirut closed down in soli
darity with the southerners. 

The November 3rd operation was the largest 
(f many attacks on the Zionist forces in the 
recent period. Below is a chronology of some of 
the other anti-occupation operations: 

Sept. 4: To hamper the Israeli redeployment, 
guerrillas blew up part of the coastal highway, 
south of Saida. 

Sept.l2: As reported by the Israeli military 
command, 3 soldiers were wounded when their 
patrol was attacked near Nabatiyeh. 

Sept.lS: One Israeli soldier was killed and 7 
wounded in a bazooka attack east of Sour. 

Sept.l9: Five Israeli soldiers were wounded by 
an explosion as their convoy passed near Naba
tiyeh. 

Sept.21: One Israeli soldier was wounded by a 
roadside bomb as the patrol crossed the Litani. 

Oct. 6: Two Israeli soldiers were wounded when 
a car bomb exploded by a roadside east of Sour. 
In Adloun, the commander of an Israeli-backed 
militia was killed when his car exploded. 

Oct. 10: Resistance fighters ambushed an Is
raeli convoy near Saida. Eyewitnesses reported 

' seeing 3 Israeli soldiers lying on the ground, 
and Beirut radio reported 2 killed. The Israeli 
military denied this, admitting only 1 injured. 

Oct. 11: WAFA reported a Joint Forces ambush on 
an Israeli patrol near Sour, in which the enemy 
suffered several casualties. 

Oct. 16: Explosion against a Zionist patrol in 
Nabatiyeh causes 8 casualties and destroys five 
enemy vehicles. 

Oct. 25: Two Israeli soldiers killed in ambush 
north of Sour. 

Oct. 26: The ambush of a patrol in the Zahrani 
district left about 7 Israeli casualties. 

Nov. 7: LNRF attacked the Israeli military 
headquarters in Saida. The Zionists sealed off 
the area, preventing the confirmation of 
casualty figures. LNRF frogmen attacked an Is
raeli position on the coast at Zahrani, killing 
and wounding several Israeli soldiers. An enemy 
patrol was attacked by the LNRF in Qabiya; two 
Israeli soldiers were injured. • 

Why Imperialism Intervened Directly 
For imperialism and the Lebanese right, the Israeli redeployment created a vacuum 
in the Shouf and Aley mountain districts. The reality of this 'vacuum' was the 
probability that the nationalist forces, in this area chiefly the Progressive So
cialist Party(PSP) and the Druze community,would materially assert their refusal 
of the fascists' army, central government and treaty with 'Israel'. The enemy's 
immediate contingency for dealing with this was the Lebanese Forces, mainly the 
Phalangist militias, who had installed themselves in the mountains in the wake of 
the Zionist occupation. However, employed alone, this option was untenable. Their 
role was simply to light the fuse from the enemy side, to provide footholds for 
the Lebanese Army's advance and thus create a situation where more imperialist 
involvement could be solicited. Even the combined fascist forces, within and out
side the army, were not deemed sufficient to face the nationalist fighters and 
people of the mountains. Thus, repeated, direct imperialist intervention was 
forthcoming and became the most salient feature of the September 1982 round of 
the Lebanese civil war. 

In the battles that erupted Sept. 4th, when 
'Israel' drew its occupation army behind the 
Awali line, the nationalist forces made quick 
advances in key areas of the mountains, and al
so reached a juncture on the coastal highway, . 
near Khaldeh. Already, this first day, the Leba
nese Army was needed and made _a beach landing 
to recover the juncture. Also, the Israeli for
ces took time out from their redeployment to 
stop the PSP at the coastal road, meanwhile 
transporting Phalangist militiamen to strategic 
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hills in the Shouf, to insure a fascist-con
trolled buffer zone north of the Awali. 

While the Lebanese Army was sent southwards 
along the coast towards Damour, the regime 
seemed reluctant to inject its troops in the 
mountains, knowing the depth of popular opposi
tion to this move. However, with the cushion of 
Zionist occupation removed, the fascist militia 
were unable to sustain any meaningful positions 
even though they had received a headstart from 
the Israelis who informed them of the exact 



hour of their departure, while telling the na
tionalist side a later time. 

Then, on Sept. 6th, the nationalist forces 
took Bhamdoun, which is vital for control of 
the strategic Beirut-Damascus highway, and lin
ked up with the areas of Syrian and Palestinian 
resistance presence.If they had continued their 
advance, they could have controlled Souq al 
Gharb. At this point, the US issued a stern 
warning to Syria, and the Lebanese Army rein
forced itself in Souq al Gharb, which was to 
become the 'red line' drawn by the enemy forces. 

Within a week of the Zionists' partial with
drawal, the nationalists controlled most of the 
Aley and Shouf districts. The following two 
weeks of battle focused on Souq al Gharb, 
though fighting was by no means confined to 
this area. Artillery e~veloped all parts of 
Beirut and reached north to Jbail(Byblos),where 
the Lebanese Air Force's landing strip was hit. 

To hold on to Souq al Gharb in the face of 
successive attacks by the nationalist forces, 
all five operational jets of the Lebanese Air 
Force went into action for the first time since 
the bombing of the Palestinian camps in Beirut 
in May 1973. On three successive days in mid
September, these Hawk Hunters blasted national
ist positions in the mountains. Climaxing three 
previous direct military interventions, US war
ships pelted nationalist positions in direct 
support of the Lebanese Army in the biggest US 
naval action since the Vietnam war. 

Souq al Gh?rb became the crucial intersec
t ion for two main r ·easons: First, the course of 
the battle showed that the local balance of 
fo.rces between the nationalist forces and the 
Phalangist-Lebanese Army prohibited the latter 
from deploying in the mountains at the present 
time. The Amin Gemayel regime desperately needs 
to extend its domain if it is to fulfill its 
own ambitions and US imperialism's formula for 
a strong central government and powerful con
troller of the masses. Souq al Gharb was the 
only beachhead the army could obtain in the 
mountains at the time, and this was sorely 
needed -militarily for future attempted entry, 
and politically to have a fact on the ground 
for influencing the conditions of ceasefire and 
negotiations. 

Even more critically, if the nationalist 
forces control Souq al Gharb, they could link 
up with their counterparts in West Beirut. This 
was especially ominous to the enemy, because 
the Amal movement has retained control through
out much of the southern outskirts of the city, 
despite the army's mopping-up operation in late 
August. Also, out of fear of the convergence of 
the popular opposition, the regime had, on 
Sept. 8th, refurbished a defunct decree from 
1977 to impose censurship on all publications 
and media, issued, broadcast or distributed in 
Lebanono Later, and for the same reason, an in-

definite cur few was announced: "Violators will 
be fired on without notice", according to 
Beirut radio, Sept. 19th. 

Political results 

The September battle reaf·firmed the e·nemy 
alliance's failure to achieve the aims of last 
year's Zionist invasion. Israeli Defense Minis
ter Arens' visit to Beirut in August was inten
ded to insure a smooth take-over of IDF posi
tions in the mountains by the fascist forces. 
Afterwards attempting to cover the Israelis' 
own failure, Arens could only say that they had 
expected· the Phalangists to do better. 

However, the Lebanese fascist forces and re
gime did not suffer a strategic defeat, though 
their ambition to control all of Lebanon en
countered a significant set-back. The battle of 
the mountains proved the ability of the na~ion
alist forces to powerfully express the will and 
interests of the majority of Lebanese. Thus,the 
National Salvation Front emerged stronger, 
having imposed itself as a party to be reckoned 
with in deciding the future of Lebanon. This in 
turn was a gain for the NSF's allies, the.Amal 
movement, Syria and the Palestinian revolution 
in particular, and all those struggling against 
Lebanon's becoming a US-Zionist protectorate. 

Conversely, the reputation of the Lebanese 
Army and regime suffered a blow, militarily and 
politically. Notwithstanding the care of US of
ficials to praise the performance of their pro
teges, the army's performance was not commensu
rate with its tasks, despite its having expand
ed from 21,000 to 33,000 since Arnin Gemayel 
came to power, and despite extensive training 
and ~quipment from the US and France. The main 
combat force of the army, the US-trained 8th 
brigade, carefully selected and mostly Maronite, 
was unable to continue fighting as a unit in 
the last week of the battle, due to losses. 

The political repercussions of the battle on 
the army are even more significant in long
range terms. The parallel interests and action 
of the regime, army and fascist militias wece 
clear to all, disrupting the army's desired 
image as .representing all the Lebanese. Coming 
after its operations against the people of West 
Beirut, the army 1 s aggressive entry into the 
mountains, its fighting alongside the Phalan
gists and its reliance on foreign intervention 
materially demonstrated that i~ is the army of 
a single party - the Phalangist - and shares 
this party's sectarian, fascist, pro-imperial
ist nature. This greatly added to the mass mood 
against the army which has been steadily grow
ing in the last half year. The nationalist 
forces' success raised the morale of the people 
in the occupied South and especially in West 
Beirut, where army presence decreased to a 
minimum during and after the mountain war. ~ 
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The army also paid in concrete terms:During 
the battle, 600 deserted, starting with 120 
soldiers in the Hammana garrison who joined the 
forces of the PSP. These desertions reflec ted 
a real political choice, not fear or avoidance 
of combat, for the Lebanese Army was under or
ders to shoot deserters, and in the heat of 

_battle, it was very difficult to change sides 
and come out alive. This phenomenon could have 
been greatly accelerated had the battles lasted 
longer and had the nationalist forces mounted a 
real campaign to this effect. For good reason, 
the regime wanted to halt the battle before de
sertion spread to the army ranks in other areas. 
Especially threatening was the possibility that 
widespread desertion would begin in the base, 
where Shiites make up almost half of the commo n 
soldiers. 

Echos of Vietnam 

Concurrent to exposing the army's limita
tions, the nationalist forces' battle perfor
mance ripped off US and French imperialism's 
peace-keeping mask. Imperialism prefers to 
fight by proxy, but the importance of Lebanon 
in the plans to expand Camp David and cont-rol 
the region led the US and French forces to un
leash their firepower on the mountains. The us 
especially had three aims: (l)to make sure that 
the Lebanese Army could hold Souq al Gharb; (2) 
to try and frighten the nationalist forces into 

US soldier wi th t he L e banes e Army a t Souq 

US imperialism's rationale for 
military intervention in Leba
non echoes the "security" logic 
of Zionist aggression and ex
pansionism. Commenting on US 
warships' bombardment of the 
mountains(as occurr ed on Sept. 
8,16,19,20,21,23), Colonel 
Timothy Geraghty, commander of 
the Marine contingent of the 
z..NF, said: "This particular ac
tion is deemed defensive in the 
light of the success of the Le
banese Armed Forces' operation 
in the Souq al Gharb area, 
which is considered important 
to the security ana protection 
of the US Multinational Forces 
ashore here." 

Actually, the US intervened 
militarily to make sure that 
Lebanon could remain as its 
newest gateway for expanding 
imperialist control in the re
gion. While protecting the Le-
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submi t t i ng t o t he regime ' s authority; (3 ) to 
threat en Syri a , whi c h s t ands as a major obsta
c l e t o the i mper i a list plans for Lebanon and 
t he region. The e s calated imperialist i nvolve 
ment concretely confi rme d our politi cal analy
sis that t he s t ruggle of the nationalist and 
demo crat i c forces in Lebanon constitutes a for 
ward p os i t i on for the regional anti - imperial i st 
f ront. 

banese Army and regime, whi ch 
play a key role in this p l an, 
increased US involvement al s o 
serves to shield continuing 
Zionist occupation o f South Le
banon and divert atten tion f rom 
the de facto ann e xation of the 
West Bank. 

There are many ind i cation s 
that the interv e nt ion was p art 
of long-standing cont i ngency 
plans . The day of the Isr a e li 
redeployment, the Ma r i nes went 
on top alert, and a d e c isio n 
had already been taken to send 
2,000 more to "protect " t hos e 
ashore _and "ser ve as .a r e serve 
force". The Eisenh ower aircr aft 
carrier had already mo v ed i nto 
naked eye view on Au g . 30 , a s 
the Lebanese Army swept t hrough 
West Beirut. By Sept . 9 , the us 
had begun a massiv e air and s e a 
lift of ammunition to t he Le ba
nese Army in its largest re -

supply operation in the area 
s ince the October 1973 war . A 
few days later, the US National 
Security Council gave the Ma 
r i n e s t he right to call in air 
and sea strikes if necessary to 
"defend the MNF and Lebanese 
Army " . Only a fool could b e
l i eve that s uch extensive mil i
t ary preparations were sudden
l y concocted in response to the 
de a th of two Marines on Sept.6, 
o r t he two ear ier on Aug. 29. 

Confirming S impe~ialism ' s 

long-standing aggressive intent 
vis - a - vis Lebanon are the 
recent statements of Richard 
Parker. While discussing the 
p ro s and cons of the Reagan Ad
min i stratio 's deepening in
volvement, he recalled from the 
time of his 9 - 78 stint as us 
ambassador o Lebanon : "We cal 
c ul a ted that i= we really 
wanted to get in and straighten 
things out in Lebanon , t he on l y 
way we co d ao it was wi th mi 
l i tary force, ar d it would take 
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solution in Lebanon hinders the maneuvers of 
the US's Arab friends, especially the Saudi and 
Jordanian rulers, to fulfill the Reagan plan. 
As a result of the above factors, the Reagan 
Administration truly wanted a .ce.asefire, and 
the Saudis were assigned a special role in ob
taining this. 

Ceasefire? 

Girl ~njured in the US warships' 
barrage against the mountains. 

Overall, the ceasefire reflects the results 
of the battle and the balance of forces which 
it revealed. For example, the second week of 
the mountain battle, Saudi mediator Prince Ban
der bin Sultan was shuttling around with a 
draft that called for deploying the Lebanese 
Army throughout the Shouf and Aley, at a time 
when PSP's condition for a ceasefire was that 
the army and Lebanese Forces get out of the 
mountains. By the third week, when the nation
alist fighters' performance had posed questions 
to the army's capacity and unity, the Gemayel 
regime wanted a ceasefire enough to be content 
with the army remaining in Souq al Gharb alone 
prior to national reconciliation talks. 

While striking the popular forces is obvi
ous l y in line with imperialist intent, the US 
has equal interest in making gains without evo
k ing a new Vietnam on itself. In addition to 
the internal public reaction to deepening in
volvement in Lebanon and the resulting quib
bling over the War Powers Act in the Congress, 
prolonged fighting in Lebanon diverts from im
perialism's political efforts. The lack of a 

From the nationalist side, a ceasefire on 
these conditions was consistent with the NSF's 
premise that, ultimately, the Lebanese conflict 
should not be solved by military means. The 
battle served the aim of enforcing the repre- ~ 

at least tw~ divisions(about that more would not be sent; he 
30,000 troops) and full commit- also said that they may eventu
ment of naval and air capacity." ally establish presence beyond 

Due to domestic considera- Beirut as the Lebanese Army ex-
tions, the Reagan Administra
tion would prefer to have its 
mil itary might remain as a 
threat to Syria and the Leba
nese nationalists, yet the sen
d ing of the New Jersey - the 
world's only active battleship 
capable of hurling one ton 
shel ls 32 km and equipped for 
nuclear weapons - shows US 
preparedness to use massive 
force. This brought to 15 the 
number of US war vessels off 
Lebanese shores, with 12 ,000 
men and over 90 planes, to 
supplement the 1,600 Marines 
and 100 US Army advisors now 
ashore. 

In late September, when 
polls were showing that the ma
j ority of Americans favor with
drawal of the Marines in six 
mo nths or less, Secretary of 
State Schultz refused to say 

tends its control(i.e., so 
that it can extend control.) 

New battlefield for NATO 
The refusal of Greece and 

Turkey to allow planes with 
military supplies, bound for 
Lebanon, to land exposed the US 
plans to conduct their inter
vention relying on NATO struc
tures. However, close imperi
alist coordination was forthco
ming from other quarters: Des
pite the French government try
ing to divorce itself from the 
first US bombardments, .French 
Super-Etendards initiated air 
strikes on the mountains Sept . 
22nd. Speaking .for conservative 
French, "Le Figaro" daily dis
closed the real intention of 
this intervention by linking 
French commitment to the MNF to 
the despatch of 2,000 troops to 

Chad in August, claiming that 
France was willing to take the 
risks involved. This was in di
rect contradiction to polls 
published showing that a majo
rity of French oppose military 
presence in Lebanon and Chad. 

Thatcher's Britain was also 
a willing partner, sending its 
Buccaneer fighters on the re
connaissance flights also con
ducted by the US and France, 
and to this purpose using its 
bases on Cyprus, despite the 
broad protest led by AXEL, the 
Cypriot communist party. Most 
important was British naval co
operation.Besides sending three 
warships to the Mediterranean, 
within striking distance of Le
banon, for NATO exercises(i.e. 
the de facto NATO operation 
vis-a-vis Lebanon), Britain 
despatched a carrier to the In
dian Ocean where the US could 
not patrol after having concen
trated its naval power off the 
Lebanese and Nicaraguan coasts. 
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sentation of the broad spectrum of anti-fascist 
Lebanese in talks on Lebanon's future: NSF lea
ders, Jumblatt, Karami, Franjieh; Amal leader 
Nabih Berri, rather than Kamal Assad, Speaker 
of the House of the unrepresentative parliament 
whom the regime wanted to speak for the Shiite 
community; and the prominent anti-fascist 
Maronite politician, Raymond Edde. It was also 
a gain for the nationalist side that Syria is 
to be an observor at the talks. 

The nationalist forces' policy is correctly 
based on the possibilities for coordination 
with Syria, for both share a position against 
Phalangist hegemony and the treaty with the 
Zionist enemy. Moreover, the possibility for a 
strategic victory for the nationalist forces is 
at present impeded by the 'red lines' drawn by 
the enemy forces around developments in Lebanon. 
In addition to the line drawn by the regime and 
violently underscored by imperialism at Souq al 
Gharb, there is the one drawn by the Zionist 
occupation £orces across the southern tip of 
the Shouf. The Sept. 4th straffing of nation
alist tanks by Israeli warplanes, and daily 
Zionist patrols far north of the Awali line, 
remind that Zionism is always ready to use ag
gression to impose its control, even if at pre
sent the Zionist leadership has internal rea
sons for limiting its military involvement in 
Lebanon. 

Fascists for internationalization 

The teasefire remains in question if only 
because it was not really wanted by the Phalan
gist Party, which prefers to keep violence 
going in order to solicit even more imperialist 
involvement. Today it is more than ever clear 
that the enemy's 'red lines' are the fascists' 
only protection, and their only hope for over
turning the internal balance of forces against 
them in favor of the regional balance of power, 
where their natural allies - imperialism, Zion
ism and Arab reaction - have the upper hand o In 
this context, one sees the importance of pre
venting a Cyprus-like situation in Lebanon, 
whereby UN troops would monitor the ceasefire, 
for this would only legitimize increased inter
nationalization o£ the con£licto 

In line with their fascist leanings,Lebanese 
government officials have also been busy argu
ing for increased imperialist involvement. In 
this effort, they assert their importance in 
the context of the Reagan Administration's ag
gressive anti-communism. In late September, 
President Gemayel said, "We are fighting the 
Warsaw pact." A few days later, the Foreign 
Minister Salem said, "We know, and the US knows 
that if the US fails in Lebanon, American poli
cy in the Middle East will have collapsed for 
the rest of the century." Lebanon's ambassador 
to Washington and member of the Phalangist Par-
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ty, Abdullah Bouhabib, told a US audience that 
Lebanon was the first line of defense against 
domination of the Gulf by pro-Soviet forces 
such as Syria and Iran: "The Gulf is going to be 
in danger. You're going to need probably over 
50,000 Marines to save the Gulf." 

Nationalist opposition remains 

The fragility of the ceasefire is also seen 
in the recurring violations: the sporadic 
fighting on the edges of the mountains, and the 
frequent clashes between the Lebanese Army and 
the Amal movement in the southern districts of 
Beirut. The latter in particular prove the dif
ficulty of reconciling the dispossessed masses 
to the repressive, sectarian army. 

The scheduled national reconciliation confe
rence stands little chance of resolving the 
conflict in a way that prevents the recurrence 
of fighting, whether in an all-out battle, or 
a prolonged undeclared civil war. The same con
tradictions that erupted in the mountains will 
be present at the negotiations table, no matter 
where it is situated. The NSF is firm in its 
demand for abrogation of the accord with the 
Zionist enemy and for affirmation of Leban9n's 
unity, sovereignty and Arab al ignmento These 
demands are antithetical to t he project of the 
fascists and regime. 

Bearing in mind that the Le banese civil war 
is interrupted but not finis hed , it is impor
tant to glean the lessons of the September bat
tle. Chief among these is mat eri al clarifica
tion that the main enemy of the Lebanese masses 
is imperialism, headed by the US. In view of 
the extent of the enemy a~liance, and imperi al
ism's demonstrated willingness t o resort to di
rect intervention, the strengthen ing of the na
tionalist front becomes ever more imperative. 
The negative factors that af f ected the Septem
ber battles must be correc ted , amo ng them the 
absence of a clearly defined , united stand on 
the part of the PLO, due to the internal prob
lems which originated in Fat ah , and the strain
ed Palestinian-Syrian relat ions hip. The PLO is 
required to give all possibl e s upport to the 
NSF and Amal mo vement, based on r estoring Leba
non's unity, sovereignty , democracy and Arab 
identity. In this context, there s hould also be 
more coor dinated effo r ts to es ca l ate the battle 
against continuing Zionis t occupation. Moreover 
we respect and support t he e s t a bl ishment of a 
popular committee . to admi nist e r the mountain 
areas, as announced by Wal id Jumblatt on Oct ol, 
"until the return of the central go vernment in
stitutions" a This is a necessary step for mee
ting the needs of the masses and pr eserving the 
broad-based support which is the NSF 's strong -
est card against Phalangist hegemony . 

dateline: October 15th. • 
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War Scars on the Zionist Entity 
Study Part ll 

This is the second and concluding part of the study we began in our last issue. 
We remind that it was written in May and thus does not cover recent developments. 
Nonetheless, we feel it provides a useful background for evaluating Begin's 
resignation and the internal problems still faced by the Likud government now 
under the leadership of Shamir. 

In light of the difficulties encountered, by 
the Zionist invasion of Lebanon, it was predic
table that negative effects would appear among 
the Isr~eli population, who were used to rapid, 
costfree military victories. War has always re
presented a vital sphere for the existence and 
continuity of the Zionist entity. This was best 
expressed by Menachem Begin when he said:"I 
fight, thus I exist." The Zionist rrovement has 
constantly worked to deepen the militarist ten
dency among the population of 'Israel' and gave 
war a holy character in order to achieve and 
preserve unity arrong the different factions and 
groups that form the Zionist entity, in order 
to confront the external enemy. The success of 
the Zionist movement in this respect has been 
apparent in the public consensus that prevailed 
during all the aggressive wars waged by the Is
raeli army. 

In the first days of the 1982 invasion, the 
situation was no exceptiono One clear-cut evi
dence was the absence of any form of popular 
condemnation of the attack. In the first week 
of the war, the Peace Now movement declared its 
decision "not to take any steps until th~ ope
ration is over" ("Al Hamishmar" ,June 11, 1982). 
Professional and_ trade union organizations, 
mainly the Histadrut, were mindful to support 
the government ("Davar",June 8, 1982). The offi
cial spokesman for Histadrut said, "It is not 
proper to make our political differences clear 
at a moment when the Israeli military forces 
are expe.riencing the peak of their activity . " 
Moreover, there was a consensus among the par
ties and coalitions, excluding the Democratic 
Front for Peace and Equality, on approving and 
supporting the attack. This was clear in the · 
overwhelming support received by the government 
when the Democratic Front for Peace and Equali
ty .raised a no-confidence motion in the Knesset. 
The motion was rejected by 94 Knesset members, 
while only three supported it. 

In turn, the government was careful ·to main
tain this total support, based on its knowledge 
of the weak points in this coalition backing it. 
The government worked to spread illusions about 
the Israeli army's ability to execute a rapid, 
decisive, costfree battle. Later, it attempted 
t o cover up the facts in the battlefield, which 

were then exposed by the Israeli media.Natural
ly, it was beyond the capacity of the govern
ment to continue deceiving its population inde
finitely. The heroic steadfastness of the Joint 
Forces imposed a series of events which the 
planners of the attack were unable to hide. The 
first fact to appear was that the Israeli army 
was incapable of achieving the wishes of its 
leaders for a rapid, decisive, costfree battle. 
This was reinforced by the information that 
leaked out about the extent of losses inflicted 
on the Israeli army by the Joint Forces,despite 
official silence on this matter. This destroyed 
the myth woven by the Zionist state about the 
invincibility of its army. The issue of human 
losses is a very sensitive one in the Zionist 
entity, and in this war, the Israeli population 
did not celebrate having been able to conquer 
extensive territory, as they had done in past 
warso 

The economic burden of aggression 

The second fact which played a major role in 
influencing the attitude of the Is.raeli public 
concerning the invasion was the high economic 
cost of the operation • . The Zionist entity has 
grown accustomed to the cancerous inflation of 
the military institution. As pointed out by the 
Israeli professor, Urarn Bairy in his book,"Who 
Rules I.srael ", this occurs through (1) armament 
expenditures, whereby 20% of overall resources 
are allotted to defense expenses; (2) the size 
of the work force employed in the defense field 
whereby the Israeli Army has recruited over 90% 
of eligible Israeli males since 1974; and (3) 
the extension of the period of military service 
which has happened three times during the last 
30 years. 

The foreign aid on which 'Israel' depends 
has softened the pressure of this exceptional 
situation on the Israeli population; su_ccessive 
governments have been able to provide both"guns 
and butter" at the same time. However, during 
the attack on Lebanon, the costs were higher 
than all previous expectationso Official Israe
li sources point to this fact, despite the dis
crepancies between the figures cited. According 
to the Israeli army spokesman, the direct cost ~ 
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of the war in Lebanon will hit 48.2 billion 
shekels(over loS billion dollars) by the end qf 
March 1983 ("Jerusalem Post", Jano 29, 1982). 
This figure, according to the newspaper's com
mentary, does not include indirect costs, such 
as the e.ffect on the economy of calling up the 
reserves o According to the estimates of the 
Assistant Director of the Bank of Israel, the 
direct and indirect costs of the attack amount 
to 2.5 billion dollars, while the head of the 
Knesset finance committee estimated them to be 
3o5 billion dollars. 

. Peace Now demonstrates against settlements: 
·"Where has all the money gone? "The West Bank 
swallowed it up!" 

These costs, which were not clear in the 
calculations of those who planned the attack, 
went beyond what could be covered by outside 
aida This .forced the Israeli government to, for 
the first time, take a decision on Augo 5, 1982 
putting part of the economic burden of the at
tack directly on the Israeli population" This 
decision was executed through a series of aus
terity measures, most importantly: (1) raising 
taxes on stocks, loans and travel; (2) cutting 
subsidies on some major goods and other areas 
related to services, amounting to 5 billion 
shekels; (3) imposing a compulsory loan on all 
wage earners (3-4% of their wages) from July 
1982 to April 1983; (4) an agreement with His-
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tadrut on dividing 25 billion shekels needed to 
cover the war costs between the government, 
Histadrut and the employers o 

Compounded with these economic burdens, the 
news of the difficulties facing the Israeli 
forces in Lebanon came as a shock to the popu
lation. This was reflected in the attitude of 
the average Israeli towards the war, which 
changed gradually. This in turn opened the .way 
for a spontaneous protest movem~nt, which de
manded an end to the attack, resignation of the 
government, and the unclear call for a peaceful 
solution to the conflict in the area. 

Anti-war protest 

Public anger and protest found expression in 
petitions submitted to the Prime Minister, let
ters to the editor published in the Israeli 
press, and most notably the demonstrations 
against Israeli involvement in Lebanon. This 
reached a peak in the Sept. 25th demonstration, 
where 400,000 people participated with banners 
condemning government policy, the Defense and 
Prime Ministers in particular, and demanding 
immediate withdrawal from Lebanon. 

As was the case with protest in the army,the 
Israeli media dealt with the phenomenon of pub
lic protest and anger in a way that tried to 
show the Zionist entity's innocence of the bar: 
barism that characterized the invasion of Leba
non. The public protest was used as evidence 
of the "awakening of Israeli consc ience" in an 
attempt to extricate 'Israel' from the interna
tional isolation with which it was threatened 
after the cruel attack on Lebanon. 

In the first part of this study dealing with 
the spread of the protest phenomenon in the mi
litary, we argued against the validity of this 
"awakening of conscience" thesis. We questio_ned 
why it arose at this particular time, after de
cades of Zionist aggression. We pointed out 
that the protest phenomenon spread only after 
it became clear that the Israeli army could not 
achieve the stated aims of the war rapidly, and 
was on the contrary, facing difficulties and 
unprecedented casualties u We thus concluded 
that it was not a question of moral awakening, 
but a reaction imposed by the res istance of the 
Joint Forces which precipitated the broad pro
test in the military. In general , the same con
siderations apply when examining the public 
protest in 'Israel'. In addition, there are 3 
other characteristics of the protest which 
reveal its limitations: 

lu The limited extent of these protests -
Though far greater than previously witnessed in 
the Zionist entity, the protests remained as 
islands amid a population that continued to 
support the leadership of the attacko 

2a The vagueness of the slogans ~aised -
Some of the slogans of the protest movement 
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called for the necessity of searching for a 
peaceful solution to the Arab-Israeli conflict 
wi thout crystallizing this position into a po
litical program o r coherent view of the solu
t ion. MOreover, with few exceptions, the advo
cates of these views still deny the right of 
the Palestinian people to an independent s tate. 
The vast majority of the new dissenters have 
not departed from basic Zionist premisesa 

3 o The spontaneous character of the protest 
greatly limited its role in influencing politi
cal decision-making, which is monopolized by 
the major parties in 'Israel' o Generally , it 
was not party organizations leading the broad 
protest or developing its positions o The only 
exception is Rakah, which opposed the war from 
the beginning and organized a series of activi
tieso The major one was the demonstration in 
Nazare th with thousands or participants,mostly 
Arabs o The position of the other opposition 
parties and organizations varied from complete 
silence (as with Peace Now's original position) 
to support to the invasion, which later changed 
into tactical opposition to widening th~ scope 
of the attack o The latter position was typical 
of most of the Labor Alignment and must be 

30 ,000 in Nazareth demonstrated against the war 
in Lebanon. 

v iewed in the context of competition with the 
Likud vis-a-vis future elections. The small 
parties, such as Sheli and Shinui, that expres
sed their opposition at a later stage, did not 
have a noteworthy impact on the Israeli public. 

From the above, we can conclude that the 
bulk of the Israeli parties and population con
tinue to rely on the policy of force, regarding 
this as the ideal method of preserving the ex
istence of their state.The phenomena of dissent 
which began to appear could point to the begin
ning of a change in the fascist outlook that 
has prevailed in the Zionist entity, in spite 
of the limits and vague character of the pro
tes ts. It would be naive to deny these phe~me-

na in favor of a simplistic v iew that the Is
raeli state is a static and cohesive mass o How
ever, the vagueness and limitations of the 
phenomena in question, and the concrete condi
tions in which they emerged, support the 
thesis that it would also be naive to await a 
solution through the natural, internal develop
ment of the c ontradictions in the Zionist enti
ty. What we can conclude from these changes is 
that the heroic steadfastness of t -he Joint 
Forces, despite the war's final results,imposed 
the beginning of a compulsory awakening in the 
Zionist entity by calling into question the 
myth of the invulnerable "garrison state". 
Accordingly, serious Palestinian and Arab con
frontation of Zionist intransigence is the sure 
way to destroy the bases of the fascist direc
tion in which the Zionist state is mo ving. 

Will Ial:or reap what the Likud so..,.;ed? 

It is well-known how sensitive the Israeli 
political institutions are to what takes place 
on the military fronto The so-called shortcom
ings of the Labor Alignment in the 1973 war 
played a major role in placing it in the oppo-. 
sition after 30 years of leading the government. 
Also the success of Begin's adventure, the des
truction of the Iraqi nuclear reactor, was an 
important factor in returning the Likud to 
power in l98lv despite expectations that the 
Likud's role was finished due to the Egyptian
Israeli deadlock in the 'autonomy' negotiations 
and the US administration's desire to have 
"softer" faces at the fore of the Zionist state. 

Yet, despite its election success, the 
Likud's position remained shakey as seen in its 
slim majority in the Knesset • . The Likud began 
the invasion while suffering challenges in the 
Knesset, especially after two of its members 
pulled out and joined the Alignment,threatening 
the government's parliamentary majority. From 
this angle, the Likud was successful in capita
lizing on the inv asion to improve its position 
in the Knesset. The aggression serv ed to 
attract the Tehiya and Telem parties to the go
vernment coalition, giving it a 64 to 56 major
ity . At the same time, the attack initially 
raised the esteem of the Likud amonq Israeli 
voters as evidenced by opinion polls. Still,the 
Likud ' s bas e is not solid, and the possibility 
of its downfall continues to exist. 

While the Likud succeeded in regaining a 
parliamentary cover for its government, this 
was accompanied by increased dependency on the 
small parties. One Likud member expressed his 
concern about this as follows:"In spite of in
creas ing the members of the coalition during 
the war,by add ing the two Telem members and the 
three members of Tehiya , the coal ition became 
more fragile, whereby any small group on any ~ 

pretext can break the coalition." ,.... 
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The attack on Lebanon publicly displayed the 
weakness of the unity between the parties of 
the coalition. There was a split in the Liber~l 
Party, after Minister Berman withdrew due to 
the delay in forming the committee to investi
gate the Sabra-Shatila massacre. Moreover, a 
struggle began in Herut, the main party of the 
coalition, which reflected the disarray in the 
positions of Herut ministers. This struggle fo
cused on who is to be Begin's heir: Sharon, 
Shamir, Levi or Aridor? 

In light of this situation, a central ques
tion is posed concerning the ability of the co
alition to avoid the time bomb that is ticking 
inside it, and about Begin's ability to conti
rme "satisfying everyone in the coalition". 
Mbreover, the Likud cannot rely on its superi
ority which is still being re£lected in opinion 
polls, for the present challenge facing it is 
in the Knesset. Here, depite waving the stick 
of early elections, the Likud is impotent to 
carry out this threat, because its partners in 
the coalition fear a deterioration of their po
sition in a new election. This applies in par
ticular to the National Religious Party, whose 
support Begin needs to get approval for holding 
early elections. · 

On this basis, we can examine the attempts 
of the Labor Alignment, the Likud's main compe
ti to.r, to return to power. Though the Labor 
Alignment is hardly in a better situation than 
the Likud, its being in the opposition has gi
ven it opportunities to maneuver ••• During the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, Labor attempted to 
take advantage of the rift that arose in the 
ruling coalition, in order to bring down the 
government through the Knesset. Though it has 
so far failed to do so, all possibilities are 
not exhausted. When the government coalition's 
candidate for the presidency lost to the Labor 
candidate in the March 22nd elections, this was 
a warning to the ruling coalition. The future 
holds new developments which could penetrate 
the weak. points in the Likud's positions. 

Regarding the possibility of Labor returning 
to power in the future, what concerns us is the 
thinking in some Arab circles, who harbor illu
sions .that this could signal positive changes. 
.Faced with this strange optimism, it is not 
necessary to .repeat the known facts about 
·Labor's position on the rights of the Palesti
nian people, the question of economic and poli
tical hegemony in the Arab world, etc. However, 
we find it useful to remind that the Labor lea
ders declared their share of responsibility for 
the decision to attack in 1982, at the sta,rt of 
the invasion. Labor's return to power would 
only mean that the decision-makers, whether in 
or outside 'Israel', are convinced that Labor's 
approach is mo.re capable of reaping the fruits 
of the attack which the Likud led. • 
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How do you evaluate the progress made in the 
twenty years since the October 14th revolution? 

We obviously can't evaluate all the politi
cal, economic and social progress made in an 
interview. Yet we can point out that in the 
past period of our revolution, we were able to 
solve the most important and complicated issues 
related to the national democratic revolution. 
The primary issue was that of state power, then 
the question of the land, and of ownership and 
distribution. 

Solving these essential issues brought about 
changes in the class structure of our society, 
enhancing the position of the working class, 
which solidified its alliance with the peasants 
and all the working people. We developed a new 
economic system under the leadership of the 
state, which gave rise to the strata of agri
cultural laborers, and broadened the base of 
the intellectuals .from working class origins. 
The principle of planned development became the 
major principle for our economic and social de
velopment, through the instatement of economic 
plans and devoting all our energies to their 
implementation. 

Our success in instating a solid base for 
revolutionary development with a socialist per
spective has helped to deepen the ties between 
the revolutionary process in our country and 
that of the world. Hence, this strengthened our 
country's and party's positions in the Arab and 
international revolutionary movement. Certainly 
our country plays an important role in the 
struggle of the Arab national movement against 
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Democratic Yemen 
The 20th anniversary of the start of the 

Yemeni people's armed liberation struggle in 
the south of the country has a special signifi
cance for all progressive forces. The outcome 
of this liberation struggle was the establish
ment of the People's Democratic Republic of 
Yemen, the first state in the Arab world to 
undertake a national democratic revolution with 
the ultimate goal of building socialism, based 
on an alliance of workers, peasants and the op
pressed masses. Thus, the 20th anniversary of 
the October 14th revolution was an occasion to 
celebrate the many achievements made in Demo
cratic Yemen in the economic, agricultural, 
educational, cultural and defense fields. 

Many leaders of the Arab national liberation 
movement assembled in Aden to celebrate this 
anniversary along with the Yemeni masses. Among 
them were Dr. George Habash, General Secretary 
of the PFLP; Naef Hawatmeh, General Secretary 
of the DFLP; George Hawi, General Secretary of 
the Lebanese Communist Party; Mohsen Ibrahim, 
General Secretary of the Communist Action Orga
nization in Lebanon; and Khaled Muheidin, Gene
ral Secretary of the National Progressive 
Unionist Party of Egypt. Their presence signi
fied the great importance which Democratic 
Yemen has as a strong base for progressive 
forces in ·all the area, especially for the Pal,.. 
estinian revolution and the Lebanese national 
and democratic forces. 

Interview: Comrade Ali Nasser Mohammad 

While attending the anniversary celebration,our comrades had the opportunity to 
interview Comrade Ali Nasser Mohammad, President of PDRY, -General Secretary of 
the Yerneni Socialist Party, and Chairman of the Supreme Peoples Council. f 

the imperialist-Zionist-Ar.ab reactionary alli
ance. Further, our relations with the Soviet 
Union and all the socialist countries have been 
strengthened and solidified. 

Along with the anniversary of the revolution, 
you are also celebrating the fifth anniversary 
of the Yerneni Socialist Party. How do you eval
uate the progress rrade in relation to (a) the 
level of transforrration to the position of the 
working class; (b) the role of the party among 
the masses; (c) the role of the party in rela
tion to the overall life in your country? 

Our party documents and programs outlined 
the basis for the leadership and guidance of 
the revolutionary process, guided by the great 
scientific socialism. A program was drawn up 
for the stage of the national democratic revo
lution, defining the essential goals of this 
transitional period towards socialism, as well 

Comrade from "Al Hadaf" interviewing Ali Nasser 

as the dynamic class forces, the tasks and the 
content of state power and its developmental 
perspectives. 

We also wrote the internal bylaws for the 
party, emphasizing the highest revolutionary 
practices we have acquired from our past and 
developing them, using the experience of other 
working class part.ies in other parts _of the 
world. This helped us to link the party and t 'he 
political work with the economic work on the 
mass level, by establishi_ng party and mass
based organizations at all levels of work and 
production, in schools and in the military and 
security institutions in all provinces. This 
played a major role in strengthening the party 
leadership in the society, as well as in rally
ing the people around the party. 

Our party's program also outlined the con
crete tasks of the present stage. The second 
five-year plan for economic and social develop
ment, which was adopted in our extraordinary 
general oongress, can be considered a second 
program for the party. Also, the party defined 
the main direction of work for the mass organi
zations to insure a sound political and ideolo
gical relation with the masses, and to make the 
best use of our revolutionary experience. Also 
we work to establish the new democratic prac
tices that have evolved through the process of 
economic and social transformation. We also en
courage a spirit of initiative and sound compe
tition among the workers in all branches of our 
national eoonomy. The party also plays an i~-
fl uential role among the masses through a vari
ety of political and ideological work, as well ~ 
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as instilling the principles of scientific 
socialism in its political and technical cadres • . 
In both the first and extraordinary congress of 
your party, you raised the slogan of the unity 
of the t~ Yemens. v~ha t has been achieved by 
your efforts in this direction, especially 
after the first session of the higher council 
of the t~ Yemens? 

We are pleased with the progress made in 
strengthening the contacts, sound dialogue and 
coordination with our brothers in the northern 
part of our homeland in line with the unity 
agreements signed by the two leaderships. The 
-first session of the Yemeni higher council had 
vital results which will help in furthering the 
basis for strengthening and solidifying total 
political and economic coordination and commer
cial exchange between the two Yemens. Of course 
implementation of the results cind continued ef
forts to increase the steps of unity will add 
a new and strong base for this unity. 

The Ethiopian President, Mengistu Haile Mariam, 
is considered one of the most distinguished 
persons participating in your anniversary cele
brations. can you describe the Ethiopian 
Yemeni relations? 

Our relationship with socialist Ethiopia is 
a strategic; militant relationship, baptized by 
Yemeni and Ethiopian blood, and based on common 
principles, goals and destiny ••• The relations 
have been strengthened more and more, and con
tinue to develop in the revolutionary path o~ 
Arab and African national liberation against 
,imperialism and its racist and reactionary 
allies. 

How do you evaluate the relations between your 
country and the nearby Gulf states? 

The main direction of our sound foreign po
licy in the region is to establish relations 
with all neighboring states based on peaceful 
coexistence, good neighborliness, fruitful co
operation, mutual respect for sovereignty and 
non-interference in the internal affairs of 
others. We will continue this practice that 
serves the vital interests of the peoples in 
the region and contributes to security and 
stability. 

In view of Democratic Yemen's membership in the 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, how do 
you view the possibilities for reviving this 
front? 

We hope that all the causes and conditions 
that led to the paralysis of the role of this 
front can be removed. We feel that there is 
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Nasser as 
struggle for independence 

still a chance to revive this front. This vita~ 
task lies with the progressive and nationalist 
Arab regimes and the Palestinian revolution 
that confront the dangerous imperialist-Zionist 
threats. Democratic Yemen has invested great 
efforts to activate the front's economic, poli
tical and military institutions . However, we 
have faced many difficulties due to secondary 
differences between some members of the front. 

How do you view developments in Lebanon? 

What is taking place in Lebanon is the im
plementation of one link in the overall imperi
alist-reactionary attacks on the Arab libera
tion movement. Events in Lebanon, especi ally 
the Zionist invasion and the direct US military 
intervention , in addition to the presence of 
the multinational forces, all reveal the true 
goals of the imperialist-Zionist attacks that 
aim to return the Arab region to colonial domi
nation and strike a blow to the Arab liberation 
movement. This situation gives our Arab peoples 
and their nationalist and progressive forces 
great tasks, demanding unity on all levels in 
order to stop the enemy attacks and confront . 
US- Israeli domination in the region. Also, the 
situation calls for all Arab nationalists and 
progressives to support the struggle of the 
Lebanese people to bring an end to the Israel i 
occupation , and for a~ independent, united, 
Arab Lebanon. 

How do you view the current difficulties in the 
Palestinian revolution? 

The greatest difficulty facing the Palestin
ian revolution today is the threat to Palestin
ian national unity - the unity of the PLO, the 
sole, legitimate representative of the Palesti
nian Arab peopleo We cannot underestimate these 
dangers at all o We feel that the main benefici
aries of the _escalation of the secondary diffe
rences is the imperialist-Zionist alliance. The 



basic contradictions with the enemy must take 
precedence over the secondary oontradictions in 
the Palestinian revolutiono 

based on the socialist principles and goals for 
which we both struggle, so that we can advance 
liberation, progress, socialism and peace 
throughout the world. We have made and continue to make efforts to 

resolve the conflicts in order to protect Pal
estinian national unityn We do so based on the 
fact that what unites the Palestinian revolu
tionary forces is much greater than their dif
ferencesn Palestinian national unity is one of 
the required conditions for facing all conspi
racies that aim to liquidate the Palestinian 
cause and revolution. 

The recent visit had vital results regarding 
our bilateral relations, anq regarding develop
ments in the Arab region. We felt there was 
great concern on the part of the Soviet leaders 
about the situation in the Arab region after 
the escalation of the attacks and plots of the 
US-Israeli alliance. The Soviet leaders con
firmed their support and solid~ity with the 
struggle of the Arab peoples and their nation
alist and progressi;ve forces against all at
tempts at colonization and domination of the 
region~ They reaffirmed their continuing sup
port for the st.ruggle of the Palestinian people 
and their inalienable rights to return and 
establish an independent state. This visit had 
positive result s that will serve the just Arab 

WJuld you evaluate your recent visit to the 
Soviet Union and Soviet-Yemeni relations in 
general? 

Our relationship with the USSR is firm and 
developed. It is constantly being strengthened 
based on the friendship and cooperation agree
ment between the two countries. It is also causes ~ • 

Comrade Habash in Algeria 
In the interests of furthering the militant ties that bind the Palestinian revo
lution and the Algerian National Liberation Front, Doctor George Habash, General 
Secretary of the PFLP, visited Algeria in the middle of September. 

Comrade Habash met with a 
number of Algerian officials, 
and in particular had a long 
meeting with President Chadli 
Benjedid, where they discussed 
current developments in the 
Palestinian and Algerian 
arenas, as well as the crisis 
facing the Arab world. 

Comrade Habash focused on 
the current crisis in the Pal
estinian revolution,explaining 
its causes and the obstacles 
to a solution. He assured Pre
sident Benjedid that the PFLP 
will continue to exert maximum 
efforts to solve the crisis in 
a way that protects the unity 
of the PLO and ensures the 
continuity of the revolution. 
Comrade Habash emphasized the 
need for political and organi
zational reform in Fatah and 
the PLO. To this end, he call
ed for an immediate stop to 
internal fighting and hostile 
propaganda, so as to start a 
democratic dialogue and pre
serve the FLO's unity and in
d ependence. 

Concerning Lebanon, Comrade 
Habash analyzed the attempt to 

impose Phalangist hegemony by 
massive US support, which has 
reached the point of direct 
military intervention. He 
spoke of the significance of 
the Lebanese National Salva
tion Front, and the role of 
Syria and the Palestinian re
volution in supporting the 
Lebanese nationalist and pro
gressive forces. He emphasized 
the need for strong Arab sup
port to the Salvation Front, 
because the war in Lebanon 
deeply affects the entire Arab 
liberation movement. Comrade 
Habash spoke of the dangers of 
the US-Zionist plans for all 
the Arab region, stressing 
that the Steadfastness and 
Confrontation Front should 
play its role in confronting 
the conspiracies, and that 
Syria should be supported in 
its rejection of the Israeli
Lebanese-US treaty. 

President Benjedid gave the 
Algerian point of view on the 
current political situation, 
paying special attention to 
solving the crisis in the Pal
estinian revolution, because 

the current situation adverse
ly affects the future of Pal
estinian national struggle. He 
spoke of the need for unity in 
the PLO, the independence of 
its national decision, and for 
support to the PLO, especially 
now as the enemy is trying to 
liquidate its role as the sole 
legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people. He 
stressed that democratic dia
logue is the only way to re
solve the differences. In ad
dition, he highly praised the 
distinctive role played by the 
PFLP in the Palestinian arena, 
especially in the efforts to 
solve the internal crisis. 
President Benjedid also stres
sed the importance of further
ing the Syrian-PLO relations, 
and directing all efforts to 
resolve the differences to 
mutual benefit. He also empha
sized the need for the Stead
fastness and Confrontation 
Front to play its role in con
fronting the imperialist plans 
for the Middle East. 
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cial VIsit to .Hungary 

A PFLP delegation headed by 
General Secretary, Dr. George 
Habash, visited the People's 
Republic of Hungary the last 
week of September. The delega
tion's official meeting was 
with the Secretary of the Hun-

' garian Workers Party 1 respon-
sible for international rela
tions, who spoke on current 
developments in the world, and 
especially the critical situa
tion in the Middle East. 

Comrade Habash also met 
with the Afro-Asian Solidarity 
Committee to discuss current 
political matters.They focused 
on the situation in Lebanon, 
after the direct US interven
tion in the war, the crisis in 
Fatah and the dangers facing 
the Palestinian revolution on 
all levels. 

For their part, the Hunga
rian comrades presented an 
idea of the progress made in 
their country, emphasizing 
that the primary aim of the 
party and government is to 
build a socialist society, and 
that they have made concrete 
advances in this direction. 
They also explained the econo
mic difficulties facing 
Hungary. 

The PFLP delegation also 
met with Hungary's Deputy Fo-
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reign Minister. Both parties 
concurred in their view of the 
dangers posed globally by the 
aggressive US policies. They 
also agreed on the need for 
broad support to the Palesti
nian revolution and on its 
right to struggle on all le
veis -political, diplomatic 
and military. Both sides exa
mined the internal crisis in 
Fatah and spoke of the need 
to resolve this in favor of 
the Palestinian national 
struggle and the unity of the 
PLO, as the sole, legitimate 
representative of the Palesti
nian people. The Hungarian De-

Press Conference 

Concluding the visit, Com
rade Habash held a press con
ference where he praised the 
role of the Hungarian media in 
supporting the Palestinian 
cause, and exposing the true 
face of the racist Zionist 
rrovement. He thanked the Afro
Asian Solidarity Committee for 
inviting the delegation and 
said: "This is our first off i
cial visit to Hungary, and if 
you ask me about the results,I 
can answer without hesitation 
that it has been very success
ful. We will work to further 

puty Foreign Minister also em
phasized the need for indepen
dent Palestinian national 
decision-making. 

The PFLP delegation also 
met with the General Secretary 
of the Hungarian National 
Front and with the Deputy of 
the Union of Hungarian Associ
ations. They a l so had the op
portunity to visit a number of 
different provinces and facto
ries. At one factory, Comrade 
Habash addressed a meeting of 
workers and explained the Pal
estinian cause and t he aggres
siveness of Zionist policy. 

our bilateral relations in 
order to confront the i mperi
alist enemy. I wish to extend 
my utrro st grati tu::le to the 
socialist Hungarian peopl e, 
government and party for all 
the support you are giving the 
PLO. The Palestinian people 
will always remember our true 
friends." Comrade Habash then 
went on to discuss the situa
tion in the Middle East. He 
was also interviewed by Hunga
rian television, and spoke in 
a program on current political 
affairs in Hungarian radio. II 



Geneva 
International Conference on the Question of Palestine 

On August 29th, the United Nations International Conference on the Question of 
Palestine convened in Geneva, Switzerland. Four regional preparatory meetings, 
held in Tanzania, Nicaragua, the United Arab Emirates and Malaysia, had preceded 
the conference. · 

The very holding of this 
conference was significant in 
view of the many obstacles that 
had to be overcome . The French 
government . ha~ declined to host 
the conference in Paris_, c iting 
ostensibly security reasons,but 
the real reason was political 
as was later clear in the offi 
cial French statement that the 
conference "will not lead to a 
comprehensive settlement in the 
Middle East". 

The UN General Assembly 
eventually decided to hold the 
conference in Geneva. The Swiss 
government reluctantly agreed, 
but joined most other western 
European governments in limit
ing their participation to 
observer status. The US, Canada 
and 'Israel', the only states 
to officially boycott the con
ference, led a campaign to dis 
credit it, predicting it would 
be nothing more than a forum 
for attacks on 'Israel'. 

Nevertheless, 133 go vern
ments sent official delegations 
to participate. In an unprece
dented move by a UN body, the 
conference admitted the PLO to 
full participation alongside 
the other member governments. 
The conference was also atten
ded by many UN and in tergo vern
mental organizations, and more 
than 100 non-governmental or
ganizations (NGOs), including 
solidarity committees from wes
tern Europe and North America, 
church, peace and anti-war 
groups. Prominent personalities 
from a number of countries were 

. invited to address the confer 
ence. 

The conference consisted of 
a plenary, where general debate 
on the question of Palestine 
was heard, and a main committee 

which discussed the obstacles 
to the achievement of Palestin
ian rights and formulated the 
final declaration and a program 
of action. 

OVen.helming support for 
Palestinian rights 

UN Se·cretary General Perez 
Cuellar opened the conference, 
followed by Lucille Mair,Secre
tary General of the conference, 
who emphasized the importance 
of its having convened despite 
the many difficulties. During 
the nine days that followed, 
heads of delegations, including 
a large number of mi~isters, 
reiterated their countries' 
commitment to Palestinian 
rights and called for the esta
blishment of an independent 
Palestinian state.The highlight 
of the conference was an appea
rance by Yasir Arafat, Chairman 
of the PLO Executive Committee, 
in which he strongly condemned 
the US for continuing to defy 
the conscience of the world 
community. He also criticized 
western European states for 
failing to recognize the rights 
of the Palestinians to an inde
pendent state. He expressed the 
hope that the conference could 
advance the search for peace, 
based on securing the inalien
able rights of the Palestinian 
people. 

The conference was also ad
dressed by a number of promi
nent persons, including Romesh 
Chandra, President of the 
World Peace Council; Felicia 
Langer, progressive Israeli 
lawyer; Sean McBride, who 
chaired the International Com
mision to enquire into Israeli 
v iolations of International Law 

in Lebanon; and Rabbi Elmer 
Berger, a long-time anti-Zion
ist. Also participating in the 
debate were representatives of 
national liberation movements, 
including ANC (South Africa), 
FDR-Farabundo Marti and SWAPO 
(Namibia) • 

NGO participation 

Over 200 representatives of 
104 international and national 
non-governmental organizations, 
with headquarters in 24 differ
ent countries,attended. They 
represented groups working with 
a broad spectrum of political 
and social issues, and included 
parliamentarians, lawyers, doc
tors, jurists and educators. 

A large quantity of informa
tive materials relevant to the 
question of Palestine was dis
seminated.Written statements 
were submitted to the confer
ence, while a large number of 
representatives spoke at both 
the plenary and main committee. 
In parallel activities, NGOs 
organized a number of panel 
discussions on topics such as 
Zionist manipulation of the ho
locaust, the implicat~ons of 
the Sabra-Shatila mas~acre, and 
on a strategy for further co
operation among NGOs. 

Significantly, the NGOs also 
rejected the efforts by Uri 
Avneri and Matti Peled to ex
clude anti-Zionist Jews from 
participating in a panel dis
cussion on the "Potential of 
Palestinian-Israeli Dialogue". 
Both Avneri and Peled eventual
l y boycotted this panel. 

In a final declaration read 
at the closing plenary meeting, 
NGOs called on the UN Committee 
on the Exercise of the Inalien-~ 
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able Rights of the Palestinian 
People to oversee the creation 
of special NGO committees that 
would initiate and coordinate 
NGO activities. 

A number of Palestine soli
darity committees from Europe 
and North America held a sepa
rate meeting at which they 
agreed on joint observation of 
international solidarity days. 

Approved py acclamation 

Drafts of the final declara
tion and program of action were 
submitted by the main committee 
to the closing session of the 
plenary on September 7th, and 
adopted by acclamation. 

The declaration reiterated 
the concern of all member na
tions over the international 
tensions that persisted for se
veral decades in the Middle 
East, "the principle cause of 
which is the denial by Israel, 
and those supporting its ex
pansionist policies, of the in
alienable rights of the Pales-

tinian people" ••• A settJ.ement 
of the conflict "must be based 
on the attainment of those 
rights ••• including the right to 
self-determination and to the 
establishment of its own inde
pendent state in Palestine". 
The declaration called for the 
convening of an international 
peace conference under the aus
pices of the United Nations. 

The conference also adopted 
a 26-point program of action, 
which among other things called 
for the universal recognition 
of the PLO as the sole, legiti
mate representative of the Arab 
people of Palestine; a review 
by the member states of their 
"economic, cultural, technical 
and other relations with 

Israel";and according Palesti
ni.an and Lebanese prisoners de
tained by Israel "the status of 
prisoners of war in accordance 
with the Geneva Convention ••• " 
The program encouraged the ob
servance of November 29th as 
the International Day of Soli
darity with · the Palestinian 

Nicaragua: US Intervention? 

People, and requested that the 
upcoming session of the lN Ge
neral Assembly designate a ~ear 

of Palestine, to be observed at 
the earliest possible time. 

The Palestinian role 

The International Conference 
on the Question of Palestine 
reaffirmed the solidarity of 
the peoples of the world with 
our struggle; it contributed to 
further isolation of 'Israel' 
and its imperialist backers. 
The burden is on us in the Pal
estinian revolution to eventu
ally succeed in redressing the 
existing balance of forces in 
our region, so as to enable the 
implementation of the many re
solutions in our favor that 
were adopted at the conference. 
Chief among our i .mmediate tasks 
is to strengthen our national 
unity in the framework of the 
PLO, and to preserve our abili
ty to wage the struggle against 
the Zionist enemy. • 

In Geneva, we had the honor of interviewing the Deputy Foreign Minister of revolu
tionary Nicaragua, Victor H. Tinoco. The following is excerpts of t he interview. 

Do you expect an escalation of 
tension by Honduras, inspired 
by the US, that could lead to 
all-out war with your country? 

Many in the US Congress, Demo
crats and Republicans, agree 
that the Reagan Administration 
because of its ~deological na
ture, wants to destroy the Ni
caraguan revolution. If the 
Reagan Administration had a 
way to do so, it would. The 
problem (for them) is that the 
Nicaraguan revolution is a po
pular revolution, a very strong 
revolution with which the peo
ple work very closely. The only 
way they can destroy our revo
lution is to send the Marines, 
and the Reagan Administration 
is finding many,many problems 
in sending the Marines to Nica
raguao 
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Because of their ideology, 
the Reagan Administration is 
trying all they can to destroy 
the Nicaraguan revolution: They 
are supporting the counterrevo
lutionaries based in Honduras -
economically, militarily and by 
training. They are giving so
phisticated arms, radar and 
planes to the Honduran army. 
They are engaging in military 
maneuvers with the Honduran 
army on our northern border o 
Moreover, the US has sent a 
naval fleet to our coasts - 20 
warships with two aircraft car
riers. All these military mea
sures have a single purpose,and 
that is to heighten tension in 
the area and pressure revolu
tionary Nicaragua and counter 
the efforts of the countries of 
the area that try to reduce the 
tension ••• 

We think that if the Reagan 
Administration had the right 
conditions, it would push the 
Honduran army to participate in 
a military conflict with Nica
ragua, but this is not easy. As 
I said, the administration has 
encountered many criticisms and 
difficulties in the Congress. 
Only five days after the an
nouncement by the administra
tion that they were sending the 
fleet to Central America, the 
House of Representatives Rassed 
an amendment calling for stop
ping aid to the counterrevolu
tionary army~ Of course, this 
amendment is not going to be
come law, because the Republi- . 
cans control the Senate, but it 
has a very, very important po
litical significance. It means 
that if the Senate does not ap
prove the bill, the US would 



become involved in a direct war 
with Central America - a war 
that could mean, if the US de
cided to send in the Marines, 
maybe they would try to take 
Managua, the capital of Nicara
gua. Maybe they could take 
Managua - I don' t know in how 
many days or weeks, or at what 
costs, but they will never 
solve the situation. That would 
not be the end, but the begin
ning of a long revolution, a 
long war where the US alone 
would be facing the response of 
the Central American peoples. 

This would be a situation 
worse than Vietnam, not only 
militarily, but because of the 
political implications inside 
the USo The war in Vietnam, 
despite all the opposition, was 
very £ar away and had no social 
or cultural consequences in the 
US, but a war against Central 
America, when there are mil
lions o£ Latin Americans living 
in the us, would have very,very 
complicated consequences domes
t ·l:'cally. In addition, it would 
damage the US's relations with 
Latin American countries. 

So, it is not easy, but they 
are trying to make their move 
by arming the Honduran army. We 
have no intention of attacking 
Honduras. We have no border 
problems with Honduras. We have 
been proposing to establish a 
non-aggression pact with Hondu
ras. coSo, the US has no pretext 

for arming the Honduran army so 
heavily or for establishing mi
litary bases in Honduras, as 
the one in Porto Castios. They 
are, for example, now extending 
the runways of many private 
airports in Hondur as. They are 
installing at least two new 
radars. We haven't a single 
radar in Nicaragua, because we 
don't need this. We don't have 
airplanes. 

To conclude, I can say that 
world opinion and opinion in 
the US should in the future,as 
it has in the past, play a 
very important role in helping 
to stop the aggressiveness of 
the Reagan Administration. 

Would you comment on the simi~ 
larities of the US role in 
Central America and the Middle 
Fast? 

US demonstration against Reagan's Central America policy 

I think that the phenomenon 
of imperialism is the same all 
over the world. The effort to 
try to stop the liberation 
struggles of the people all 
over the world is one precise 
characteristic of imperialism. 

It is very interesting, for 
example, that recently even in 
the US press, they were pub
lishing that almost half of the 
US military forces are not in 
the us, but all over the world
in Europe, Africa, Asia and 
Latin America - in different 
military bases; in different 
conflicts. For example, of the 
30 AWACS built so far, 60% are 
engaged in missions abroad ••• 
Another example: Half of the US 
Navy is moving around to dif£e
rent places and not at the 
coasts of the us ••• 

This prowling o£ the milita
ry will in the long run prove 
fruitless in the US administra
tion's efforts to deter t~e 
determination of the people to 
change their conditions. 

I don't believe there is any 
difference between the aspira
tions of the Nicaraguan and 
Salvadorean people to bave an 
independent country and the po
litical system they choose, and 
the aspirations of the Palesti
nian people to have a state, to 
have their nation living in a 
geographically concrete place, 
the right o£ self-determination 
and so ono Really, there is no 
difference; it is the same 
s_truggle of the peoples £or in
dependence, sovereignty and • 
self-determination. 
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Interviews with Anti-Zionists 
The International Conference on the Question of Palestine was a landmark in terms 
of the. opportunities it afforded for Palestinians working in the PLO to meet with 
anti-Zionist Jews, both Israelis and those from other countries. Our comrades had 
the chance to interview a number of persons, including Rabbi Elmer Berger, who 
has a long history of fighting Zionist hegemony in the US Jewish community; Uri 
Davis, a Palestinian Jew known for his consistent anti-Zionist stands; Dr. Alfred 
Lilienthal, famou~ for his books such as "The Zionist Connection"; Ralph Schoenman 
who is a progressive human rights activist in the US; and members of Women 
Against Zionism, a new organization in 'Israel'. In this issue, we are printing 
two of these interviews and hope to include the others in future issues. 

Women Against Occupation 

The following interview is with two Israeli women from the organization: Women 
Against Occupation. Note: A new paragraph in the answer denotes change of speaker. 

Will you give us an idea about 
Women Against Occupation -
when it was founded, its pur
pose and membership? 

This organization was 
formed at the beginning of the 
war. The first day it was 
called Women Against the Inva
sion of Lebanon. Most of the 
women that first took part in 
the group are feminists from 
many left groups in Israel -
Marxist, Trotskist, etc., and 
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then some women who did not 
belong to any of those groups. 
About three months ago, we 
changed our name to Women 
Against Occupation, because we 
wanted to talk about occupa
tion in general, including the 
occupation of Lebanon. 

Is it an anti-Zionist group? 

The group doesn't call it
self anti-Zionist, although 
some women in the group are 

anti-Zionist, -but some are not" 
Although most of us believe 
that Zionism means discrimina
tion and so on, we wanted to 
leave the group without the 
title anti-Zionist, because we 
want Zionist women to come to 
the group and discuss Zionism 
if they have questions about 
it. If we call the group anti
Zionist, then many women who 
might be convinced by discus
sion will not come, and we 
want as many women as possible 



October 7th demonstration, called by Women Against 
to protest against the maltreatment of Palestinian prisoners at Neve prison women. 

to come to the group, so we 
can discuss Zionism with themo 

You told me that you yourself 
are anti-Zionist; can you say 
why you became anti-Zionist? 

,......_ Because I see Zionism as a 
discriminating force.It speaks 
of a Jewish state; that means 
that all the Palestinians li
ving inside Israel now and all 
the Palestinians who lived 
there before cannot be people 
with-~qual rights in such a 
country " In definition Zionism 
means a country for th~ Jews, 
so other religions cannot live 
on an equal basis. The other 
thing, of course, is that I 
think that all the refugees 
who left in 1948 must come 
back if they want to o It is 
somehow very ridiculous that 
Israel belongs to the Jewish 
people in America, Canada, 
wherever; they can come to 
Israel whenever they like, 
while people who lived there 
for many years and 1 eft i n 
1948, cannot come back and 
live in their country o· 

I can only add one thing: 
You can see what happened with 
the Zionist movement - how it 
deteriorated to real racism, 
and this is what is really 
going on with the Palestinian 
population in Israel and in 
the occupied territories v So I 
think anybody who cares for 

human rights has to immediate
ly question the whole issue of 
Zionismo 

How do you view a final solu
tion for the Palestinian 
problem? 

I think that we should 
fight together for a Palestin
ian state and, after that, for 
the return of the refugeeso 
Then we should go on fighting 
for a democratic state in 
whi.ch Jews and Palestinians, 
Muslims and Christians, can 
live together o 

On the whole I agreeo I am 
not sure about the Palestinian 
state n I think the right to 
return should be applied to 
all Palestinians, and we 
should recognize the PLO as 
the representative of the Pal
estinians, only because the 
Palestinians have chosen the 
PLO to be their representative, 
and they should do whatever 
they think is correct in order 
to fulfill their human rights 
in whichever way they think is 
right o 

How do you view the PLO? 

We view the PLO as the sole 
legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people o We 
talk to Palestinians, and I 
must say that inside Israel 
and in the West Bank, every-

body sees the PLO as his or 
her representativeo 

There are now many peace 
groups active in Israel; how 
do you view this phenomenon? 

Since the war in Lebanon, 
many more people in Israel 
realize that Israel is not 
fighting a defensive war any 
longer, and it has been ag
gressive, maybe even colon
ialist, towards th'e Middle 
East at large. Many people 
started to object in many 
forms; there are different 
groups that have formed since 
the beginning of the war. 

DJ you think there are condu- · 
cive grounds for increasing or 
consolidating the anti-Zionist 
movement on the basis of these 
peace forces? 

Within the peace movement, 
we can and I think we do this 
with people who are now Zion
ist. It always comes to talk
ing about Zionism, and we can 
argue with them, and some can 
be convinced, and some not. We 
do this in the peace movement. 
But for the moment, the peace 
movement in general is only 
talking about the two-state 
solution, aithough there are 
people within the peace move
ment who are anti-Zionist, and 

. ~ 
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they are trying to spread this 
idea. 

What al::out. your connections 
with other anti-Zionist groups 
that deal with the Israeli go
vernment's policies, the 
government's aggression in Le
l::anon, or elsewhere? 

A lot of our members are 
also members of the anti-Zion
ist left-wing groups. Most of 
the organized women are in 
anti-Zionist gr_oups. As a 
group, we take part in any ac
tivity that any peace movement 
is holding, whether it is a 
demonstration or any other ac
tivity in Israel or the West 
Bank ••• 

Have you any connections with 
Palestinians in the West Bank 
or Gaza Strip? 

We have now started to try 
to establish contacts with wo
mens' groups in the West Bank . 
We were once in Duheisha camp 
and talked to people, inter
viewed them and so on. I hope 
we make more connection in the 
future, but we have only now 
started, and it is kind of 
difficult because they are un
der very great pressure from 
the government; they are sus
picious, justly so, and we 
always have to think if con
nections with us could harm 
them or not. 

What difficulties do you face 
in your activities, especially 
from the Israeli government? 

At the moment, the Israeli 
government is being fairly 
careful with the left,although 
they are not defending the 
left in demonstrations for in
stance. You have the left, and 
then all the right comes to 
provoke the demonstrators . 
There are usually remarks made 
by the police that if you dare 
to hit somebody from the right 
they'll arrest you. But if 
anybody from the right is hit
ting you, you are not allowed 
to hit back, because they'll 
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say you were provoking them, 
and they'll arrest you. Lately 
it happened, two or three 
times, that when the left went 
to demonstrate in the West 
Bank, they have been tear -
gassed, which was not common 
before. The authorities were 
tear-gassing the Palestinians 
of course, but they have never 
before done this to Jewish 
demonstrators ••• 

Concerning the right-wing 
Zionists' bloody attacks on 
Palestinians, ·especially in 
the West Bank, do you think 
there is cooperation between 
these extremist organizations 
and the government? 

Yes, I think there is be
cause the government doesn't 
really do anything to stop 
them. The weapons they have 
are from the government . Real
ly, every day or two, they are 
killing Palestinians in the 
West Bank . Some of the settlers 
- this extreme right you are 
talking about - are doing it, 
and the government never found 
them. It is easy to find them 
if the government wanted to, 
because there are not so many 
in the area? All the time, the 
government says, we are inves
tigating, but never has . one 
person from the extreme right 
come to trial because of kill
ing Palestinians, or beating 
or harassing them. So I think 
the government is really sup
porting them. It doesn't want 
to take the responsibility on 
itself, but is happy that this 
is happening, and that someone 
is doing the job for them. 

What purpose does the Israeli 
government have with these 
aggressive acts committed by 
the extremist organizations? 

The Israeli government has 
been oppressing the Palestini
ans for a long time; it is not 
a new phenomenon. I think for 
t ·hem it is j list another tool -
they use Jewish civilians in 
the West Bank and close their 
eyes as if they don't know 

anything has happened. This 
serves their purpose to go on 
oppressing the Palestinian 
people. 

I think that they want the 
Palestinian people to leave 
Palestine, because now they 
can't say the West Bank is Is
rael; they can't make it legi
timate that the West Bank is 
Israel, because there are too 
many people in the West Bank. 
They don't want it to be an 
undemocratic state •• ;they 
won't let them vote, so they 
are trying to really harass 
them; this is what they tried 
to do in Lebanon. They don't 
want the Palestinians; they 
don't want to see them. They 
want the land, but they don't 
want the people. 

At this conference, you have 
met Palestinians who are mem
bers of the PI.O and the diffe
rent Palestinian organizations 

How do you feel al::out this? 

I was very glad to meet 
them. I mean, I feel much more 
solidarity with Palestinian 
people than I do with Israelisv 
I have alot in common with 
them, because we think the 
same way. It was a good expe
rience to meet and talk toge
ther . I think we have to solve 
this problem together - Pales
tinians and Israeli Jews that 
are living in Israel. 

I was very excited to meet 
P.3.lestinians and discuss the 
Palestinian issue with them. I 
find this much easier to do 
here on neutral ground than 
back in Israel, where they are 
suspicious because they are 
not sure who I am, and I don 't 
want to push them and ask dif
ficult questions, because I 
don't want them to think I'm 
from the authorities • • • so, al
ways discussions with Palesti
nians in Israel are on a much 
more superficial level ••• Here 
nobody suspe c ts anybody, or at 
least it is neutral ground. 
They go away, so they are not 

atraid of me, and I am not 
afraid of them, so we can talk • 
more freely and in more detail. 



Ralph Schoenman 

«No A01nesty for Israel» 
In Geneva, we interviewed Ralph Schoenman, a well-known US human rights activist. 
In the past year, he has testified before both the Oslo Tribunal and the commis
sion headed by Sean McBride concerning Israeli war crimes in Lebanon. After par
ticipating in fhe UN conference, he had planned to travel to Palestine, · as one of 
a number of international personalities invited to join the march commemorating 
the first anniversary of the Sabra-Shatila massacre. However, he was detained for 
several hours in Tel Aviv airport and then denied entry by the Zionist authorities. 
The following is e xcerpts from the interview with him. 

As a Jew, how do you view the Palestinian peo
ple's struggle for their .national rights? 

·-First of all, I rarely identify myself that 
way, as I don't hav e religious convictions. My 
convictions are political. But, of c~urse, any 
person of Jewish origin must feel particular 
anguish at the incredible c r imes inflicted upon 
the Palestinian people by the Zionist movement, 
which comes out of the rrpst backward, right
wing, pro-imperialist strand s of Jewish politi
cal life in the last centur y and the beginning 
of this century. Of course, any Jew has to feel 
that if ever a people ought to know what it 
means to create refugees and destroy the home
land of another, it ought to be the Jews in the 
light of their historical e xperience in Europe. 
It is treachery, painful t o witness this unpa
ralleled crime inflicted upon the Palestinian. 
people by the Zionist mo v ement and state. 

How do you view the strategic solution for the 
Palestinian problem? by rraking tw:::> states? or 
by a derrocratic state in all Palestine where 
all Jews and Arabs, Muslims and Christians, can 
live together? 

The first point is this:Zionism is not mere
ly a colonial movement. The 19th century and 
the first half o f the 20th century were charac
terized by colonial and imperial movements, 
which aimed at the conquest of peoples, the ex
ploitation of their natural resources, and the 
use of· their cheap labor. Zionism does some
thing fundamentall y different. It seeks to sub
stitute the labor of one people for another -
not merely to colonize, but to eliminate the 
national existence of the Palestinian people. 
That is the meaning of the Zionist conception 
of a land without a people to the people with
out a land. It corresponds to the Eur opean 
idea of colonizing North and South America, 
whereby the 1ndigenous peoples were regarded as 
impediments to be removed~ 

This means that the crux of the Palestinian 
problem is struggling for sur vi val, for nation-

al existence. In my view that can never be 
achieved as long as there is a state based on 
principles, logic and a set of institutions 
which require the elimination of the Palestini
ans as a nation,as a people present as an iden
tity on the territory over which the Israeli 
state now has power. 

Here is the basic point: A state is not an 
abstraction. It is a specific set of social in
stitutions. When we talk about the South Afri
can state, the state in Chile or Argentina, the 
Nazi state or any state which is repressive, 
which is racist, which exploits its people, no 
one would think to say we must recognize the 
right of such a state to be in existence. No
body says the South African state has the right 
to exist and the Black population of South 
Afri c a . must accept that state in order to be 
entitled to have their minimal national rights. 
I believe that the same basic derrocratic prin
ciple applies in the case of Israel. 

The question is the de-Zionization of the 
state of Israel - the democratization of the 
state in what is Palestine and which is ruled 
over by specific institutions that are Zionist. 
As you surely know, 92% of the land in the 
state of Israel is administered by the Jewish 
National Fund and the Jewish Agency. The rules 
of that agency require that you prove that you 
have a Jewish mother and grandmother, and a 
great grandmother in order to be entitled to 
live on land, to own, lease or rent land - not 
to have it confiscatedo.oif this were the case 
in the US, it would be considered classic ra
cist legislation. We cannot accept Israel, from 
the same assessment one would make of any other 
state, that it would use such racist,repressive 
and colonial laws ,regulations and institutions . 

The problem with the formulation of one 
state or two states is that it evades t h e basic 
issue:What kind of state and for whom? In my 
judgement, the question is: Do we favor a prin
ciple which is pluralistic, which say s that the 
people have rights because of thei r e xistence · 
in an area, not because they have one race or 
one r eligion, or one set of convictions or ana- .... _..,., . 
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ther? Do we believe that people are entitled to 
live in Palestine with full rights whoever they . 
are? Or do we say that only if they are Jews do' . 
they have these rights? Does the state and its 
institutions benefit only one people - as the 
Zionists always say, "creating a Jewish state"? 
If we favor the latter, then we believe in ex
clusiveness and racism. 

I believe that the problem with the formula 
of two states is that basically it calls for 
what I would describe as amnesty for Israel . I 
don't believe that this is a practical proposi
tion, because there is no evidence that any 
single part or wing of the . zionist movement
from its left to its right- intends to permit 
any Pal~stinian autonomy or state in the occu
pied territories. This applies even to the so
called left Zionists; which I consider to be a 
contradiction in terms, because in my judgement 
you cannot call a colonial movement left, even 
when it tries (making) concessions in order to 
preserve its essential colonial nature; that 
has nothiAg to do with a left critique or stra
tegy or set o.f ideas. Even those people say 
that there must be permanent military positions 
in that territory .for 20-25 years. They don't 
accept that Al Quds(Jerusalem) be Palestinian
there where Palestinians outnumber Jews eleven 
to one in East Jerusalem ••• It is not realistic 
to imagine that any part of the Zionist politi
cal spectrum will permit a Palestinian presence 
with full self-determination in the West Bank 
or Gaza, in the Golan Heights, or any part of 
that area. Why? Because if you acknowledge that 
the Palestinian people have the right to self
determination, you cannot confine that princi
ple to one area. 

This so-called lunatic, Meir Kahane, wrote 
an article in "The New York Times" about one 

Slaughter 
The rivers run red, 
spill 6nto the land 

by Yvonne Lubov Rusiniak 

in a red tide for all time. 
The bulldozers try to hide 
hundreds of massacred bodies 
of men, women, children, 
the babies whose last cry 
will never leave this air. 
Piles of cold flesh 
are covered with 
the cold and stony dust 
of smashed shelters, but 
the strench will not leave 
the heated air. 
When dust may not return to dust 
but is buried beneath the rubble . , 
1t will reconstruct itself 
into indomitable rock 
Long live Sabra Camp, 
long live Shatila Camp! 
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month ago, whi ch made this very explicit. 
Speak ing to leaders of Peace Now, to Abba Eban 
and to the leader s of the Labor Party, Kahane 
wrote to the following effect: "If you people 
are sincere wh en you say you want to give up 
Judea and Samaria because you wish to preserve 
the Jewish character of the state, and you 
don't want to contaminate it with 1.3 million 
Arabs - if you are really s incere and not 
traitors as I believe you are, if you believe 
that the best way to preserve the J ewish state 
is to give up Judea and Samaria, then you are 
facing the following problem: You must choose 
between the form of a democratic state or a 
Jewish state, because otherwise you are just 
postponing the question. Look at the Galilee
Look at the Triangle - There you have close to 
one million Palestinian Arabs. The rate of 
Jewish emigration i s increasing,while the rate 
of Jewish immigration is falling. The Palestin
ian birth rate is higher than the Jewish one. 
So, in 15 or 20 years, wi~l you permit 51% (the 
Palestinian majority) to change the name ·Of Is
rael to Palestine and to have control of the 
Knesset. The i ssue is not Judea _and Samaria;the 
issue is getting rid of the Palestinians in 
Eretz Israel." 

I believe that Kahane is stating explicitly 
what is implicit in the entire structure of th~ 
Zionist institutions and the state apparatus 
itself. Thus, we only fight on the terrain of 
our enemy if we accept the premise , because once 
you say: We want to accept a Palest inian state 
side-by -side with the state of Israel, then the 
Zionists will always say: . Are y o u truly going 
to protect the security of the state of Israel? 
Are you truly in defense of t he right of an ex
clusive Jewish state from Haifa to Beersheva 
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Athens 
Never Again Sabra-Shatila 
The International Symposium "One Year after the Sabra
Shatila Massacres" was held in Athens, Sept. 16-18th, 
convened by the International Secr~tariat for Solida
rity with the Arab People and their Central Cause, 
Palestine. Participating were 130 delegates represen
ting progressive parties, socialist countries,national 
liberation movements and sblidarity organizations from 
65 countries, as well as 24 jurists concerned with, 
pursuing the issue of responsibility for crimes com
mitted during the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, includ
ing the Sabra-Shatila massacres. 

The symposium was hosted by 
the Greek Committee for- Inter
national Democratic Solidarity; 
a number of Greek progressive 
and democratic parties and 
trade unions addressed the sym
posium, as did persons who had 
investigated Israeli war crimes 
in Lebanon. Documentary films 
were shown of the siege of West 
Beirut and the massacres, and a 
photo exhibition was displayed. 

The intent of the symposium 
was not only to commemorate the 
martyrs and reemphasize the 
role of those responsible, but 
also to seek ways of warding 
off repetition of the crime. 
Being held at the same time as 
the explosive situation in Le
banon reached a peak, due to 
escalated imperialist interven
tion, a clear link was drawn 
from the US-sponsored Israeli 
invasion, the continuation of 
this genocidal policy in Sabra 
and Shatila, and today the US's 
direct military intervention on 
behalf of the Gemayel govern
ment and Phalangists against 
the Lebanese nationalists. 

The symposium was opened by 
Omar Hamdi, Chairman of the 
International Secretariat. 
Impetus for discussion was pro
vided by speeches and working 
papers, especially those pre
sented by the PLO and the Leba
nese National Salvation Front 
(NSF). The presentations of 
Taysir Quba from the PLO placed 
the massacre in the context of 
Zionism's historical endeavor 

to eradicate the Palestinian 
nationa~ identity on the one 
hand, and US imperialism's in
creasingly aggressive global 
~olicy on the other. Albert 
Farhat, representing the NSF, 
pointed out that the Israeli
Phalangist forces, who executed 
the Sabra-Shatila massacre, are 
the same who with full US sup
port are continuing to try to 
destroy Lebanon, its democracy, 
and the unity of its land and 
people; "The massacre of Sabra 
and Shatila was a consequence 
of the Israeli occupation and a 
first step towards the reign of 
the fascist Phalangist authori
ties over Lebanon. All this was 
achieved under the American 

cover called the mul ti.national 
forces, which faci.li tated the 
killing of surviving Palestin
ians. These same forces then 
returned to Lebanon, first . to 
witness the arrest of thousands 
of Lebanese and then to parti
cipate on the side of the ag
gressor." 

The plenary meetings were 
open t 'o statements from all; a 
main theme of those who spoke 
was overwhelming condemnation 
of Israeli aggression q.nd us 
policy in the area, coupled 
with full support to the common 
struggle of the Palestinian and 
Lebanese people. A broad unity 
of views concerning the impli
cation of the Sabra-Shatila 
mas_sacre and its consequences 
was. reflected in the documents 
adopted by the symposium (see· 
following the declaration and 
program of action). · The symJ?O
sium also addressed messages of 
solidarity to PLO Chairman 
Yasir Arafat, to the leaders of 
the NSF (Jumblatt, Karami and 
Franjieh) ,to President Assad of 
Syria, and to Brother Moammer 
Qaddafi of Libya. Cables were 
sent to the UN, requesting im
mediate action to stop the kil
ling of Lebanese civilians, to 
end the US intervention and to 
work for fulfillment of the in
alienable rights of the Pales
tinian people. 



Political Declaration··, 
The International Symposium "One Year After 

the Sabra and Shatila Massacre", after discus
sing the current situation in the Middle East 
and specifically in Lebanon, declares that the 
US military intervention in this country could 
lead to a dangerous war threatening peace the 
world over. This intervention is complementing 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, and both aim 
at realising the Zionist and imperialist plans 
in the entire region. 

The US military units which returned to Le
banon together witb the other ·units of the 
multinational force, after the perpetration of 
the massacre at the Sabra and Shatila camps, 
with the ostensible purpose of protecting the 
safety and security of the people, are now 
committing aggression against the same people. 
••• Already the fire power of the 6th Fleet is 
used in operations against the Lebanese people, 
killing innocent women, children and men,while 
thousands of Marines are waiting on US warships 
off the coast of Lebanon to join these opera
tions. Similarly, the British bases in Cyprus 
are used to the same end, contrary to the will 
of the Cypriot people. 

The symposium notes with grave concern that 
the US administration, after supporting the 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, is extending every 
military assistance to the reactionary Phalan
gists ••• under the pretext of supporting the le
gal government which was imposed under Israeli 
aggression in order to entrench Phalangist 
authority against the will of the majority of 
the Lebanese people, Muslims and Christians. 

In order to continue the policy of Camp 
David, the US administration is making every 
effort to liquidate the Lebanese patriotic and 
progressive forces and to pose a direct milita
ry threat to the Arab Republic of Syria. 

These actions are taking place while Israel 
continues to occupy southern Lebanon and part 
of the Beqaa Valley, escalates its repression 
against the Lebanese and Palestinian masses, 
and furthers the implementation of its plans to 
annex the West Bank and Gaza Strip by estab
lishing Israeli settlements. 

The symposium declares that the US rnili tary 
operations and political designs are being im
plemented to impose the agreement concluded 
between Israel and the Phalangist authority in 
Lebanon, which deprives the Lebanese people of 
their rights to sovereignty, independence and 
territorial integrity; to impose the so-called 
Reagan project which denies the inalienable 
national rights of the Palestinian people to 
self-determination and to establish their inde-
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pendent state under the leadership of the PLO, 
their sole, legitimate representative; and to 
entrench the US military build-up and political 
hegemony over the Middle East, the Gulf area 
and the eastern Mediterranean. 

The recent US military threats against the 
Libyan Jamahirya, aggravated since the imperi
alist intervention in Chad, and the maneuvers 
of the us rapid deployment force in North Afri
ca, the African Horn and the Gulf were other 
manifestations of the same policy. 

The symposium stresses that the current US 
strategy' in these areas is part and parcel of 
the American global military plans, particular
ly those implemented in southern Africa, the 
Mediterranean, Indian Ocean and Central America. 
It is also connected to the deployment of US 
medium-range missiles in western Europe, thus 
pushing mankind to the brink of nuclear annihi
lation. 

The symposium hails the struggle of the Le
banese, Palestinian and Syrian peoples against 
Israeli expansionism and the US policies, and 
calls fo .r the further cementing of their unity 
in the struggle against the common enemy. 

It fully supports the consistent effort made 
by the Lebanese people under the leadership of 
the National Salvation Front to exclude the rni
li.tary option for the solution of the Lebanes~ 
question, to achieve national conciliation 
among all Lebanese people, to safeguard the 
sovereignty, independence and territorial inte
grity of their country, and to put an end to 
the US military intervention. 

It expresses its solidarity with their 
s.truggle to abrogate the agreement concluded 
between Israel and the Phalangist authority 
whi.ch entrenches Israeli hegemony over Lebanon, 
and to solve the Lebanese question through the 
implementation of Security Council resolutions 
no. 508 and 509 and the unconditional withdraw
al of Israel from all Lebanese territories. 

It strongly supports the struggle of the Pa
lestinian people against the implementation of 
the Reagan project and for the realisation of 
their inalienable national rights, to return to 
their homeland, to self-determination, and to 
establish their independent state under the 
leadership of the PLO, their sole, legitimate 
representative, in conformity with the relevant 
UN resolutions •••• 

The symposium urgently calls for the imme
diate ending of the US military intervention in 
Lebanon and the withdrawal of the multinational 
force from this country. 

All peace-loving, democratic and liberation 
forces are reque sted to take immediate action 
to promote peace in this strategic area by 
achieving a just settlement to the Middle East 
crisis and turning the region into a peace zon~ 
free from nucle&r weapons and foreign military 
pres.ence. 



Program of Action 
IN COMMEMORATION OF THE MARTYRS OF SABRA AND SHATILA 

September 16-18 marks the first anniversary 
of one of the most grotesque crimes in modern 
history: the carefully planned massacre, by the 
Zionist forces and the Phalangist militias, of 
hundreds of defenseless men, women and children 
in Sabra and Shatila refugee camps in Beirut, 
Lebanon. A worldwide movement of protest and 
moral indignation that transcended national, 
social and ideological barriers, unanimously 
condemned this crime ••• · 

The martyrs of Sabra and Shatila hav e not 
been forgotten,and they shall not be forgotten. 
The symposium has met to keep alive the moral 
conscience of humanity aroused by this crime, 
so that there shall be no mo r e Sabra-Shatilas. 
The symposium proposes to all concerned organi
zations and individuals a p r ogram of a c tion t o 
mobilize concrete moral,human~tarian,political 
and material support to those who suffer the 
consequences of the massacre, and to the just 
struggle of the ·Palestinian and Lebanese people . 

The Sabra-Shatila massacre, as a direct re
sult of the US-supported Israeli invasion of 
Lebanon, aimed to induce a final exodus of t h e 
Palestinian people fro m their place of refuge. 
This massacre continues a t errorist policy t hat 
earlier led to carnage a t Deir Yassin,Quiba, 
Kafr Qassem, Sammu and elsewhere. Following Sa
bra and Shatila, the aggravated repression 
against the Palestinian and Lebanese peopl es 
raises the spectre of future massacres. The 
massacre at Sabra and Shatila also pav ed the 
way for t h e current situation, where s ome o f 
the powers engaged in the Multinational Fo rces 
a r e, in contradiction of the alleged a ims o f 
these for c es, mounting d a ily f o re ign i nterv en
tion in the internal a ffa i r s o f Lebanon. The 
presence of US mili t ary forces, including the 
6th Fleet, has escalated dramatically. 

In consideration of the ever-widening and 
increasingly dangerous consequences and subse
quent developments of the Sabra-Shatila massa
c re, the symposium proposes to national and 
international democratic and solidarity orga
nizations, the following program of action: 

1. Commemoration of September 17th each year 
as the International Day of Remembrance of the 
Sabra and Shatila Martyrs. 

2. Increased and coordinated informational 
activities in order to enlighten international 
public opinion and encourage understanding of 
the significance of the Sabra-Shatila massacre 
and ensuing developments. 

3. Issuing statements and texts that clearly 
analyze the causes of the massacre~ the motives 
of those responsible, and those who have bene
fitted politically from it - first and foremost 
the US administration with its plans to control 
the region. 

4. Disseminating to the international public 
the conclusions and documents of the interna
tional commissions of inquiry and tribunals 
concerning the 1982 war and massacre. 

5. Promoting the organiz~tion .of an Interna
tional Tribunal which will function as a Court 
of World Opinion to determine the international 
legal liability as well as human and political 
r esponsibility for the crimes committed during 
the Israeli invasion of Lebanon, and to render 
judgement on all those responsible for the 
Sabra and Shatila massacre. 

6. Establishing an international committee 
to campaign for the reconstruction of the Sabra 
and Shatila campso The committee should initi
ate an international fund for this purpose and 
campaign in other ways to protect the survivors 
o f the massacre. 

7o Intensifying actions and campaigns of so
lidarity with all the victims, Lebanese and 
Palestinian, of political, racist and factional 
persecution in Lebanon and occupied Palestine~ 
- defending the Palestinian and Lebanese de
tainees from torture and ill-treatment; 
- demanding the right of the prisoners of the 
Ansar and other camps to be recognized as pri
soners of war as required by the Geneva Conven-

.tions; 

- supporting the struggle of the Lebanese 
national derrocratic forces for democratic free
doms and the national sovereignty, unity and 
territorial integrity of Lebanon; 
- c ampaigning for the release of all political 
prisoners and prisoners of war now held by Is~ 
rael and the Phalangistso 

8. Acting for the dissemination of the Gene
va Declaration of the 1983 UN Conference on the 
Question of Palestine, and the implementation 
of all relevant UN resolutions on the Palestin
ian question and on the situation in Lebanono 

9o The Athens Symposium mandates the Inter
national Secretariat for Solidarity with the 
Arab People and their Central Cause, Palestine, 
to contact all concerned national and interna~ 
tional organizations to achieve the timely im
plementation of this program of action. 

The program of action concluded with an appeal.ll 
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Sri Lanka 

Tamil ation 
Attacked 

The attacks against Tamil -
speaking people, which started 
July 25th and continued for two 
weeks, focused new attention on 
the national question in the 
island of Ceylon, since 1972, 
called Sri Lanka. The problem, 
however, is not new o Since the 
British granted nominal inde
pendence to Ceylon, 3 million 
Tamils have been treated as an 
unwanted minority in their own 
homeland, oppressed by the neo
colonial regime which relies 
heavily on drumming up chauvin
ism among the Sinhalese popula
tion,in order to stay in power. 

Like in Sabra-Shatila, the 
latest·massacre against Tamils 
was carried out under the ban
ner of rooting out "terrorism", 
while the victims were mainly 
the unarmed masses . Tamils were 
indiscriminately attacked or 
shot in the streets.Mbre brutal 
methods were also employed:Peo
ple were stoned, burned or 
knifed to death . 

Signs of the regime's re
sponsibility were rampanto One 
of the worst killings occurred 
in the confines of a maximum 
security prison in the capital, 
Colombo, where guards assisted 
Sinhalese prisoners who clubbed 
35 Tamil detainees to death.Two 
days later, the same scene was 
repeated, making a joke of the 
authorities' claim that they 
we~e powerless to stop the 
killings. 

More proof of the regime's 
intentions came on July 30th, 
when widespread unrest provided 
an excuse for banning the three 
largest Sinhalese left parties: 

. the Communist Party of Sri Lan
ka, the People's Liberation 
Front and . the New Socialist 
Party - with President Jayawar
dene referring to the alleged 
role of "foreign agents" in the 
riots. Since then, the parlia
ment has passed a new law bann-
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ing all "separatist" organiza
tions, a euphemism for those 
fighting for the Tamil people's 
right to self-determination and 
independence ~ 

Just as Sabra-Shatila was 
the latest in a chain of bloody 
Zionist attempts to wipe out 
the Palestinian national iden
tity, so this massive pogrom 
against the Tamils is the ex
tension of years of national 
oppression. In 1948, the United 
National Party (created by the 
British to assume state power 
after their departure) passed a 
law revoking the c itizenship ?f 
over ~ million Tamils. These 
are workers on the tea planta
tions who had lived on the is
land since the last century and 
remain disenfranc-hised until 
this day. 

In 1949 began the policy of 
settling Sinhalese on land ex
propriated from Taml.ls, as a 
way for the regime to absorb 
discontent among the Sinhalese 
masses whose needs were riot met 
by its neocolonial policy. At 
the same time, Sinhalese chau
vinism was cultivated, based on 
reactionary manipulation of 
Buddhism and on the pretext 
that the Tamils enjoyed special 
privileges, when in fact this 
was only the case with a small 
feudal strata drawn by the Bri
tish into the administration " 
In 1956, Sinhalese was pro
claimed the· sole official lan
guage, leading to drastic re
duction in the number of Tamil
speakers in official, military 
and professional positions. 

Since the early 70s, the 
northern region of the island, 
where Tamils are concentrated 
and have traditionally lived, 
has been under virtual occupa
tion by the army. The constitu
tion enacted in l979,drawn up 
with an eye for getting Inter
national Monetary Fund aid, en
abled the imposition of a set 
of emergency laws that were ap
plied in the north. Political 
affiliation is forbidden for 
trade and student unions , and 
arrests and torture are common
place in an attempt to suppress 
the Tamils' struggle for their 
legitimate rights. The combina
tion of state policy and deli
berately cultivated chauvinism 
has culminated in pogroms 
against Tamils in 1956,'58 ,'7.7, 
'79,'81 and now '83. 

Yet while national oppres
sion has remain a constant, the 
response of the Tamil people 
has developed, qualitatively 
and quantitatively.After failed 
attempts at passive resistance 
and spontaneous uprising, the 
mass struggle is now being mo
bilized through the coherent 
strategy of the People's Libe
ration Organization of Tamil 
Eelam. In October , we had the 
opportunity to interview the 
General Secretary of this or 
ganization, Comrade Uma Mahes 
waran (see following) • 

Note:For more background on 
the Tamil national question and 
struggle, our long-time readers 
can refer to PFLP Bulletin 41.) 



Tamil Liberation is tbe 
Only Way to Socialisnt 
The following is an interview with Comrade Uma Maheswaran, General Secretary of 
the People's Liberation Organization of Tamil Eelam. 

What is the l:ackground for the recent pogroms 
against the Tamil people in Sri Lanka? 

The background for these has to be looked at 
from various angles. The first is related t o 
the Tamil people's demand for exercising the 
right of self~determination,i.e.,the demand for 
the independence of the_ Tamil nation. This 
struggle, which started in 1970, has become 
very intensive in the past four or five years. 
The regime's attempt to suppress this struggle 
by brutal armed methods failed, because of the 
Tamil people's support to the armed resistance. 
Thus, this massacre was planned by the state as 
a method for teaching a lesson to the Tamils. 

Secondly, there is the economic crisis in 
the whole of the island, which has been aggra
vated. Afte,r 1977 (when Jayawardene came to po
wer), Sri Lanka was opened to the plunder of 
the multinationals and foreign capital. This 
has failed to in any way alleviate the suffer
ing of the common masses n Rather, the price of 
food staples and other commodities rose, while 
the luxury goods available due to the open door 
policy are not accessible to them. Especially 
with the economic crisis in the capitalist 
countries as a whole, the ~xport-oriented poli~ 
cy did not work, and the aid which the regime 
had expected was not forthcoming. The discon
tent of the masses had to be turned in another 
direction; the regime needed scapegoats, and 
the Tamil people became the scapegoat. 

Yet explaining th~ pogroms only in terms of 
the economic crisis would be mechanical, for it 
would not have worked if not for the deep
rooted chauvinism in which the Sinhalese masses 
have been indoctrinated for the past 30 years . 
The regime was just waiting for the right op
portunity to unleash the state's terro r on a 
larger scale. About two weeks before the pogrom 
started, the President, in an interview with 
the British "Daily Telegraph", said:"I'm not 
concerned about the lives of the Tamil people; 
nor am I concerned about the opinion of the 
Tamil-speaking people n I want to get rid of 
terrorism in the Tamil regions." This shows 
that the regime was preparing to unleash the 
pogroms . 

Three days before the pogroms started in 
Jafne, three Tamil women were kidnapped and 
raped by the army of occupation in this c ity; 
one of them committed suicide n Three days later 

the army was ambushed outside Jafne; 13 sol
diers were executed immediately, and two died 
later from the injuries they sustained. Since 
mid-July, martial law had been declared in the 
northern .province; there was new censorship, 
but the regime orchestrated this very well.They 
lifted the censorship so this news could reach 
the Sinhalese people, and it was presented as 
an attack on Sinhalese as such, rather than on 
the occupation army. They brought the bodies of 
the 13 soldiers to Colombo, instead of sending 
them to their own towns or v illages as is cus
tomaryn They then delayed the funeral until all 
relatives and friends had arrived. By this time 
the state-controlled media had spread the news 
to the rest o.f the island. After two days, the 
funeral took place; afterwards there were at
tacks on Tamil shops and homes in the capital, 
but these were isolated incidents. 

However, the following day, the state orga
nized gangs of hooliganso The thugs of the 
ruling United National Party went around in the 
state corporation's buses, &nd burned and 
looted Tamil homes, chasing the people outo For 
two days in Colombo, Tamil shops and homes were 
methodical l y selected and burned;20 Tamils were 
killed. This was part of the regime's policy to 
teach the Tamils a lesson. Even foreign visi
tors and journalists who were in Colombo at the 
time have reported that the police and army 
were cheering and encouraging the thugs. 

On the third day, the wholesale killing 
started. Objectively speaking, the whole geno
cide was not planned b,y the state. The state 
had intended to teach a lesson, but it got out . 
of hand because the army, police and hooligans, 
supported by other racist elements, went amok, 
and the killing started in Colombo. In Jafne,on 
t he other hand, the army went on a rampage the 
day after the attack on the soldiers. We be
li eve this was strictly on orders. They killed 
40-50 Tamils; 15 were children coming from 
school on a bus. They were ordered out, lined 
up and shot. Other innocent people were chbsen 
at random and killed, including an 80 year old 
man . 

Soon after the Jafne massacre, our organiza
tion decided we must defend the masses. Our 
commandos went out and patrolled the streets of 
Jafne, even though we knew this put us in a bad 
position militarily. The government was afraid 
and withdrew the armed forces to their Jafne .. 

49 



/ 

barracks,where they stayed for two weeks. The.y 
knew we would confront them, and with mass sup
port, barricades had been put up at all the ' · 
junctions. 

However, in the south and west of the island 
the pogroms continued. On the fourth day, the 
President appeared on television and delivered 
a very chauvinist speech, saying that the pride 
of the Sinhalese had been hurt, and that he un
derstood" why such things were happening; he did 
not in any way condemn the killings o Then, on 
the fifth day, the pogroms took a qualitatively 
different turn: The police and army began open
ing fire on the Tamils, who resisted. At the 
end of the second week, there were 2,000 Tamils 
dead; the regime's figures are 380, but we can 
account for 2,000. The statement of the opposi
tion leader in parliament, which is well sub
stantiated, was 2,000 dead and 135,000 rendered 
homelesso This is those in official refugee 
camps, but there are many unofficial camps, so 
it may mount to 200,000 homelesso It is indica
tive that this time, even the businesses and 
homes of pro-government Tamils were not spared. 

·Wbuld you characterize the Sri Lanka regime's 
overall policy towards the Tamil question? 

In 195B, when s.ome minimal demands of the 
Tamils were to be met, Jayawardene marched from 
Colombo to Kanday, which is one of the holiest 
sites for Buddhism, saying that the country was 
being sold to . the Tamils. He was instrumental 
in the 1958 pogroms to make sure that the 
agreement granting these minimal demands was 
not implemented. Now, as head of state, he has 
been vested with almost dictatorial powers and 
is in effect a constitutional dictator. 

Since taking power, he has been very closely 
aligned with US imperialism and actively sup
ported by the regional reactionary powers. The 
intelligence service is being trained by the. 
MDSSAD, though Sri Lanka has no official diplo-

- matic relations with Israelo Also Singapore's 
secret service, which acquired a lot of experi
ence with the repression of the communists in 

· Malaysia, is training Sri Lanka's intelligence 
··service. 

Since the beginning, Jayawardene's policy 
has been to crush the Tamil masses' struggle.In 
1977, there was a pogr~m to this end; in 1979, 
there were selective killings of freedom figh
ters and activists. In 1981, half of Jafne was 
burned, including . the public library w~ich was 
one of the best in South Asia and contained ir
replacable Tamil documents and litterature.Now, 
having defeated the traditional left in Sri · 
La~ka, it is important for him to crush the 
Tamil resistance, so that he can present a pic
ture of a stable country in order to invite 
.more foreign investment ••• 
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What are the immediate and long-term aims of 
the People's Liberation Organization of Tamil 
Eelam? 

Our immediate aim is to liberate the Tamil
speaking people from national oppressiono This 
is not an empty slogan: We will soon be in a 
position to begin an all-out confrontation, so 
it means seizing power in the Tamil nationa 
Logically; the immediate aim is to form an in
dependent state in the Tamil nation. 

Our struggle takes place mainly in the coun
trysideo This is not because we have adopted 
the experience of some other struggle, but ra
ther it suits our conditions o The concentration 
of the army is in the cities; we are not in a 
position to confront them there; we can ambush 
or adopt hit-and-run tactics. We believe, how
ever, in protracted people's war, because this 
allows the masses to participate and to develop 
adequate patriotic and social consciousness. 
A1so, militarily it is easier for us to·operate 
in the countryside. There we are establishing 
semi-liberated areas - the army cannot come and 
stay there £or long; they can only pass, or 
they can come and burn houses and crops, then 
leave. We have free movement in these areas, 
and this must be expanded to all the country
side o When we are ready, politically and mili
tarily, we will attack the concentration of the 
police and army in the cities. Then we will de
clare independence and establish a state. 

Concerning our long-term policy, national 
liberation is not the object of our politics;it 
is only the subject; the object is .socialism. 
Therefore, even in the immediate situation,in 
the liberated areas, we are distributing land 
and trying to raise consciousness. We say to 
the masses that we are not against the Sinha
lese, but should support the struggle of the 
Sinhalese working class. We . are also trying to 
develop international consciousness by explain
ing and arranging discussions among our people 
regarding the struggles of others. We are 
fighting for the liberation of the Tamil-speak-
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ing people, because there is nationGl oppres 
sion, but also because this is the only way we 
c an achiev e socialism in at least part of the 
island. Also , we leave our options open: If our 
fellow S~nhalese revolutionaries should rise up 
we are readx to join with them for a revolution 
in the whole country . 

What is the relationship be t ween national and 
class struggle i n terms of the actual class 
composition of the Tamil people? 

The class struggle is more pronounced in the 
Tamil nat ion than in the rest of the island , 
because of the existence of almost one million 
Tamil plantation workers . This is a solid pro 
letariat which almost literally fits the Marx 
ist description: They have nothing to lose -
no c i tizenship , owni ng nothing, etc. It is one 
o f .the most terribly exploited working classes 
in any part of Asia. 

Because of this plantation proletar i at and 
also a large - scale rural proletariat in the 
Tamil nation and the poor peasants , it is obvi
ous that the struggle for national liberation 
is also a struggle for the oppressed classes -
the work ing clas s and peasantry - to seize po
wer i n the Tamil nation . Our mass support at 
this juncture is drawn from the peasantry and 
rural proletariat. Also , for the first time , the 
plantation proletariat is being organized along 
revolutionary lines. Until now , the leadership 
of the plantation proletariat has followed a 
reformi st line, due to the peculiar conditions. 
But now, dur i ng the last two pogroms , they sup
port more than any others ; it is easy to mobi 
lize them. We bel ieve that it is the plantation 
proletariat which will lead the struggle. 

\tillat is your alliance policy regionally and 
internationally? 

We have very good relations with the revolu
tiQnary forces in our immediate neighbors, es 
pecially India, with the Commun ist Party of In
dia o Also, we do not view the government of In
dia as an appendag~ of international monopoly 
capital . The Indian national bourgeojsie is in
dependent ; it has its own productive base. The 
government is truly non- aligned. In view of the 
struggle launched by the revolutionary forces , 
a nd the independent nature of the national 
~ourgeoisie, the democratic revolution is pos
s~ble in India. With this in mi nd , we have good 
r~lations with the Communist Party and with the 
Congress Party. We have no open conflict with 
the ruling Congress Party. However, we think 
that India will go towards socialism, and it is 
the communist forces that will lead the masses. 

Internationally , we would like to have v ery_ 
good relations with the socialist countries led 
by the Soviet Union , with all anti - imperialist 

countries and liberation movements , and with 
the democratic and progressive forces in the 
capitalist countries. 

What is your organization's position on the 
Palestinian revolution? 

Since the inception of our organization, we 
have always expressed our militant s olidarity 
with the Palestinian revolution in general and 
with the Popular Front i n particularo We see 
many similarities to our people's situation; 
for example there are the Zionist settlements 
on occupied Palesti nian land ; one of our main 
problems is the settlement of Sinhalese in the 
traditional Tamil homeland . 

Also , we draw inspiration from the Palestin
ian armed resistance , the fact that it has con
tinued in spite of long oppression and imperi
alism's great concern about defeating the 
Palestinian revolution . Also , the massacres 
suffered by the Palestinians in .Shatila and 
Sabra and before, since the 1930s, are similar 
to what has happened to our people. Our masses 
see the Palestinian revolution and the Eelam 
revolution as one and the same . Our feelings 
for the Palestinian revolution are perhaps 
stronger than for any other , first because of 
the plight of the Palestinian people, and also 
because of the internationalism d isplayed by 
the progress i v e Palestinian organizations . 

Last year during the Israeli i nvasion of Le
banon , we - through our front organizat ions -
arranged an exhibition and mass meeting in so
lidarity with the Palestinians, in Jafne. Ac 
tually, there were events like this throughout 
the island o This is something we have not wit
nessed since the Vietnam war; there is a broad, 
popular, nonpartisan support to the Palestinian 
people. 
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