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THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE
AND 242

The controversy around Security Council
Resolution 242 started directly after its adop-
tion in November 1967. At that time this
resolution reflected the balance of forces
amongst the belligerents after the June defeat
of 1967, lIsrael as victor, Syria, Egypt and
Jordan as vanquished.

The first contradiction concerning this reso-
lution arose over the form and extent of Israeli
withdrawal from the conquered territories. The
Israelis insisted on modifying the older borders
and asked for new ‘‘defensible’’ borders. Until
the present day the so called ‘‘defensible bor-
ders’’ have not yet been defined and nobody
including the Israelis themselves, knows where
those borders should be. The Arab countries
insisted on total withdrawal from the occupied
Arab territories and the return to the pre-war
boundaries.

Since June 1967 a new fact dominated the
scene in the region. The Palestinian resistance
movement emerged to impose itself on the
world political arena. The world witnessed the
rebirth of the Palestinian people who had been
suppressed by the Zionist entity for more than
twenty years. The armed resistance against the
Zionist occupation and the justice of the Pales-
tine cause accorded the Palestinians a world
wide comprehension and recognition. The PLO,
the sole legitimate representative of the Palesti-
nian people, achieved a respected international

position and access to all international bodies

of the UN.

Nowadays Resolution 242, which is already
outdated, does not reflect the present situation
and the existing balance of forces in the re-

gion, especially after the October 1973 war.
Moreover 242 does not take into consideration
the legitimate rights of the Palestinians as a
people. That is why the PLO has the full right
to ask for an amendment of 242 if it is going
to be considered as a basis for future negotia-
tions on the Middle East conflict.

The Israelis, on the other hand, are still
trying to escape from the Palestinian reality,
and the US is incapable of exerting pressure on
the Israeli occupiers. Moreover the USA is
submitting to Zionist pressure and is not in a
position to talk directly to the PLO. The USA,
which has many interests on the Arab side, and
is supposed to be a neutral mediator in the gc\E
conflict is siding totally with the Israeli aggress-|
ors. The Human Rights issue of President
Carter is only for local and international
consumption and stops where politics and US
interests start.

There is in fact no Israeli obstinacy, but a
US involvement in the aggression. But the
Palestinians are determined to go on with their
just resistance against oppression, occupation
and expansion. The Israeli rejection of the
Palestinian people’s demand for peace, freedom
and self-determination has to stop, because the
Palestinians are not willing to give up their
rights in their homeland, Palestine. As long as
theré is an injustice in the Middle East, the
state of tension will continue, and the lIsraelis
have to choose between a just peace and
continuous war. The time has come for the US
to tell its proteges in Israel, that continuous
rejection of Palestinian rights will only lead to
continuous catastrophes and bloodshed in the
Middle East.
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In the wake of the two-days visit of PLO
Chairman Yasser Arafat to Moscow where he
held intensive talks with high ranking Soviet
‘official, the following Palestinian-Soviet joint
communique was issued:

“A PLO delegation headed by PLO Chair-
man Yasser Arafat visited Moscow from Au-
gust 29 until August 31. Arafat and the accom-
panying delegation were received by Soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko.

During the meetings, which were held in an
atmosphere of friendship and mutual under-
standing, detailed points of view were exchan-
ged as regarding the establishment of a just and
stable peace in the Middle East, the guarantee
of the Palestinian people’s legitimate national
rights and other major issues concerning the
two parties.

Discussions pointed out the increasing dan-
ger threatening the peace issue in the Middle
East due to continuous attempts by Israel and
its benefactors to check all just peace settle-
ments in the region and to undermine efforts
to revive the Geneva Conference. Israel is fur-
thermore distracting attention from this repre-
sentative forum by all kinds of ideas on the
discussion of Middle East problems without the
participation of the representatives of the PLO
and the Soviet Union. All this aims above all at
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Chgirman Arafat with Soviet Foreign Minister Gromyko

weakening the Arab unified front, splitting the
Arab countries and sidestepping the PLO in
any negotiated peace settlement. At the same
time, Israel seeks to impose a settlement which
would enable her to annex the occupied Arab
territories and thus deprive the Palestinian peo-
ple from their legitimate rights, including the
right to statehood and return.

It was reaffirmed that the recent develop-
ments of the situation in the Middle East and
the neighbouring region makes it evident that
any overall settlement canonly be achieved
through a Geneva Peace Conference with the
participation of all directly concerned parties,
including the PLO, the recognized represen-
tative of the Palestinian people. For this in
particular, the Soviet Union and the PLO have
affirmed their determination to exert all pos-
sible efforts so that the Geneva Conference
resumes its work in the near future.

Andrei Gromyko declared that the Soviet
Union has, and will always stand, alongside the
just cause of the Palestinian people who are
struggling for their national rights, freedom,
and national independence and for the establi-
shment of a just peace in this region. He
re-stated the stable policy of the Soviet Union
vis-a-vis the achievement of an overall and just
settlement in the Middle East which “should
unequivocally guarantee the national and legiti-
mate rights of the Palestinian people including
their right to self-determination, return and the

establishment of their independent state in
accordance with UN resolutions.

The stand of the Soviet Union has and wil

‘always be based on the belief that a stable

peace in the Middle East cannot be realized
without the liberation of all territories occu-
pied in 1967 and the working out of a just
solution to the Palestine problem.

Yasser Arafat reviewed the struggle of the
Palestinian people for the realization of their
national aspirations as well as the results of the
recently held PLO Central Council meeting.
Arafat also expressed his sincere thanks to the
Soviet Union for its active and full support for
the struggle of the Palestinian people. The two
sides condemned the continued practice of
establishing Israeli settlements in the occupied
Arab lands as well as the decision of the Israeli
authorities to extend lIsraeli laws to the Arab
territories on the West Bank and Gaza Strip.
They also expressed serious concern over Israeli
military provocations against Lebanon and
attempts to interfere in Lebanese internal
affairs, which tends to increase tension, espe-
cially in South Lebanon.

The two sides stressed the necessity of
pursuing the struggle to efface the traces of
Israeli aggression and to establish a just and
stable peace in the Middle East.

Arafat extended to the people and leader-
ship of the Soviet Union his deep congratula-
tions on behalf of the Palestinian people on
the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the
great October Revolution which was an impor-
tant international historic event in that it stren-
gthened confidence in peoples’ wars of libera-
tion. Arafat asserted that strengthening ties of
friendship and cooperation with the Soviet
Union and other Socialist countries is part-of
the principled policy of the FLO.

The two sides agreed to continue regular
contacts and exchange of views as regards all
issues which concern them.

Participating in the Palestinien-Soviet talks
on the Palestinian side were: Farouq
Qaddoumi, PLO Executive Committee member
and Head of the PLO Political Department;

Zuheir Muhsin, PLO Executive Committee

member and Head of the PLO Military Depar-
tment; as well as PLO Executive Committee
members Abdel Muhsin Abu Maizar, Yasser
Abd Rabbo, Talal Naji; Nimr Saleh, member of
the Fateh leadership; and PLO representative in
Moscow Muhammad al-Sha’er."”

PALESTINE NOTES

ARAFAT TOURS BASES
IN SOUTH LEBANON

Yasser Arafat on August 8
made an inspection tour of the
military bases of the forces of the
Palestinian Revolution in South
Lebanon. He met with fighters and
military commanders and explai-
ned developments of the political
situation as well as the Palestinian
Stand towards plans for a political
settlement carried by US Secretary
of State Cyrus Vance.

Arafat confirmed to the Palesti-
nian fighters that the Palestinian
Revolution will continue the battle
until the ‘Palestinian people are
able to build their independent
state and freely determine their
fate’ Arafat added that Vance was
carrying Zionist and imperialist
dreams, and that Vance would not
get what he wanted due to-the
consciousness of the Arab nation
which could not be distorted.

Arafat then inspected the
Galilee battalion of the Karameh
forces, which completed its trai-
ning recently, and an Ashbal train-
ing session.

He then said: “The decision of
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PALESTINE NOTES

the Palestinian rifle and the Pales-
tinian Revolution is to confront
the Zionist — US imperialist cons-
piracy’’. Arafat added that no one
can bypass the Palestinians in the
Middle East equation stressing that
peace cannot be achieved without
the return of the Palestinian peo-
ple to their homeland, and the
achievement of their right to self-
determination and the achievement
of their right to self-determination
and the establishment of their
independent state on their national
soil..

Arafat later paid a visit to the

~ Galilee refugee camp where he met

and talked with the members of
the popular committee and resi-
dents of the camp, confirming that
the conspiracy which Vance is
trying to impose on the Arab
nation will fail due to the tac
that our nation will not be drawn
into the same trap twice. Arafat
revealed the reality of the Ameri-
can plan and said: ““This plan aims
at: annulling the PLO’s represen-
tation of the Palestinian people.”

ARAFAT MEETS QADHAFI
AND SADAT

Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
PLO Executive Committee and Ge-
neral Commander of the forces of
the Palestinian Revolution, on Au-
gust 24 resumes his talks in Tripoli
with Libyan President Mu'ammar
Al-Qadhafi The talks, dealing with
Egyptian - Libyan relations, star-
ted on August 23 after Arafat’s
arrival in Libya from Egypt.

Before leaving to Libya, Arafat
met in Alexandria with Egyptian
President Anwar Al-Sadat and dis-
cussed with him Libyan - Egyptian
relations, the latest developments
in the region, and the recent US
moves, particularly the visit of US
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance.

Later in the afternoon, Arafat
and the accompanying delegation
held a four hour-long meeting with
the Egyptian Deputy Premier and
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Foreign Minister Ismail Fahmi in
the presence of Dr. Usama Al-Baz,
Secretary of the Egyptian Foreign
Ministry.

It was learned that Arafat has
introduced a proposal to President
Qadhafi and Sadat, which aims at
clearing the atmosphere between
the two states, and that Arafat’s
talks in Tripoli and Alexandria
took place in an encouraging and
positive atmosphere.

U.N. Secretary
General
Waldheim

ARAFAT MEETS WALDHEIM
IN TRIPOLI

On August 24, Yasser Arafat
met with UN Secretary-General
Dr. Kurt Waldheim in the Libyan
capital, Tripoli. During the one
and a half hour long meeting,
points of views on the Middle East
situation were exchanged.

Arafat had arrived in Tripoli at
an early hour that morning as part
of his mediation efforts between
Egypt and Libya.

ARAFAT GRADUATES ASHBAL
AND ZAHARAT

Yasser Arafat on August 13
attended the graduation ceremony
of the Ashbal (Lion Cubs) and
Zaharat (flowers) summer camp,
distributed certificates to the parti-
cipants and then opened the exhi-
bition of handicrafts made by the
Ashbal and Zaharat during the
training period.

During the ceremony, Arafat
gave a speech, 8tressing that this is

the generation of victory. He
added: ““When | look at this gene-
ration, | see that victory is near
and that we are defying the cons-
piracies. | also see in your eyes
and faces that one of you will
hoist the flag of Palestine in Jeru-
salem.”” The ceremony was also
attended by several cadres of the
Revolution.

Central P
Committee
Member S
Abu Iyad | W%

ABU IYYAD TO ASHBAL:
NO CONCESSIONS’, NO
BARGAINING, WE HAVE RIGHT
TO ALL OUR LAND

Abu lyyad, member of the
Fateh Central Committee, on Au-
gust 14 attended the military para-
de organized by the Ashbal and
Zaharat, and later addressed them.
He said that the conspiracy to
which the Revolution is being sub-
jected is first of all aimed against
the Palestinian rifle in the hand of
the Palestinian revolutionary.”
Abu lyyad added: “Some people
think that leniency in politics
implies dropping our revolutionary
line, bargaining and making conce-
ssions. | affirm to those persons
that our people reject bargaining,
will not make any concessions;
and refuse to submit to the cons-
piracies and pressures which want
this Revolution to kneel down and
recognize the Zionist enemy. He
went on: “Let them not dream
that this Revolution would reco-
gnize lIsrael nor any resolution

_ implying the recognition of Israel.

Let Vance and all the others who
followed US policy whether cons-
ciously or not, know that this
Arab nation has suffered enough,
and that it is high time to stop

making concessions which harm
the dignity of our nation and peo-
ple; it is high time for this nation
to achieve victory, and to tell
Dayan, Begin and all the other
Zionist leaders that our people will
not give up one parcel of their
land, will not give up their dignity
and will continue the struggle.”

“Our people”, he added, “‘are
not used to surrender and will not
crawl to Geneva, or any other
place becuase their only wish is to
see this Revolution flourish and to
see these rifles telling everyone;
‘No concessions, and no bergaining
with our right to all our land”
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Central Committe Member Abu Jihad

ABU JIHAD MEETS N.U.S.
DELEGATION

Abu Jihad, Member of the
Fateh Central Committee, on Au-
gust 27 met a delegation from the
Executive Committee of the Bri-
tish National Union of Students
(NUS), and explained to them the
stand of the Revolution as regards
recent developments. The delega-
tion had earlier met with cadres
and representatives of the Palesti-
nian Revolution as part of a fact-
finding mission a aimed at clarifing
the NUS position on the Palestine
question.

As Mr. Vaace was heading to the
Middle East, various Arab and inter-
national diplomats and observers
were optimistic about the conse-
quences of his trip which should
confirm that President Carter was
willing at least to exert all his
efforts to achieve a “‘peace settle-
ment” in the Middle East.

The indication which the Ameri-
cans have given about the Arab and
Israeli stands as being now closer
than at any other time before pro-
ved to be an imperialist tactic in
favour of American imperialism and
Israel.

With their intransigence, the Is-
raelis have foiled all attempts to
reach a just and durable peace
settlement in the area.

To resume his “‘peace-mission’’
Vance agreed with foreign ministers
of the states concerned to meet in
Washington during the coming ses-
sion of the United Nations.

Sadat and Vance

VANCE'S MISSION
TO THE MIDDLE EAST

CARTER'S “PROMISES” AND
ISRAELI PRACTICES

~ Two weeks before Vance's arrival
in the Middle East and not long
after Begin’s visit to the United
S_tates, the Israeli government con-
f_lrm_ed its expansionist usurpa-
tionist nature by deciding to extend
Israeli law to the West Bank and
Gaza Strip, in a move to assimilate
and annex the occupied territories
and to deprive the Palestinian Arabs
of their very rights, as a further step
to establish a fait accompli.

Moreover, the Israeli Prime Minis-
ter, Begin, told the Israeli Knesset
on August 15, 1977 that “differen-
ces with the U.S. will not stop the
Israeli government from going
aheag with a policy — the policy of
erecting more settlements in the
occupied Arab territories — in Is-
rael’s best understood interest.”’

Thq American response was tole-
rant if not encquraging. President,
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Carter said that ‘““the new Israeli
settlements provide an obstacle to
peace, ..but they are obstacles
which | think we can overcome”
(ILH.T. 1 August 1977). This soft
reaction of President Carter led to
the further establishment of new
settlements beyond the ‘‘legaliza-
tion”” of old illegal ones, in a
continuation of what may be label-
led as the “policy of dead pledges’
by the lIsraeli government. Despite
these provocations the United Sta-
tes has once again reaffirmed its
commitment to Israel’s ““secure bor-
ders’’ which up till now are not
precisely defined. It also intensified
its efforts to oust the PLO as the
sole legitimate representative of the.
Palestinian people from any future
negotiations.

In fact, the American Secretary
of State Cyrus Vance did not bring
any proposals concerning a “‘dura-
ble just peace in the region”. It
seems as if the United States has
subjugated itself to a Zionist veto
not to present any ‘‘peace’’ propo-
sals for the Palestinians, or to have
any contacts with the PLO unless
the latter recognizes the perpetua-
tion of aggression and expansio-
nism. And so when Vance arrived in
the region, he was trying to buy
time and to uphold the illusions of
those forces still betting on a U.S.-
-sponsored ‘‘peaceful settlement”,
until they are overwhelmed by a
new Zionist preventive attack.

DUBIOUS ATTEMPTS

Vance's first meeting when he
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Carter and Begin: a strategic alliance

arrived in the region was with Presi-
dent Sadat of Egypt. After the first
meeting Sadat expressed his opti-
mism about the chances of peace in
the region. He also tried to present
alternative proposals to a Geneva
conference. That move for conve-
ning a working group of Arab and
Israeli foreign ministers was highly
appreciated by Vance and later by

Israeli officials.

The U.S.A. and the Zionist go-
vernment were speculating that
such a move could serve:

a) to exclude the Soviet Union, as
a co-chairman of the Geneva confe-
rence, and the PLO from participa-
ting on an equal footing with the
other parties concerned in any
settlement;

b) to avert the failure of the U.S.
Secretary of state’s mission;

c) to extract more Arab conces-
sions in the face of Israeli intransi-
gence and to curtail the PLO. This
was clearly exposed by the ““New
York Times” on August 11, which
said: ““The American Administra-
tion evidently counts on ‘“‘mode-
rate’’ Arab states to help deliver
the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion”’

SYRIA AND JORDAN:
NO ALTERNATIVE TO GENEVA

As for the Syrian stand, President
Assad stated clearly in an interview
with Lebanese T.V. on August 14,
that ““at least Syria will not partici-
pate in a working group alternative
to Geneva Conference.”’

In Jordan, King Hussein, in a
radio interview on August 13, ex-
pressed his doubts about the idea
that the United States can exert
pressure on lIsrael. King Hussein
reiterated: ‘‘l believe that the Uni-
ted States has great influence on
Israel, but | feel that we must not
discount lIsrael’s ability to act in
such a manner as to precipitate
unexpected results.”’

Asked about his opinion concer-
ning the “‘working group’, King
Hussein said: ““There is no intention
to replace the Geneva conference
by other meetings in the United
States.”

ISRAEL AND THE UNITED
STATES: JOINT AIMS,
DIFFERENT TACTICS

Many American officials inclu-
ding President Carter himself have
stated that the United States is not
going to ‘“‘dictate” a solution from

outside. This stand, of course, com-
plies with the Israeli stand that
“Only lIsrael and the Arabs can
make peace”’. (Dayan’s statement
August 15, 1977).

Such a point of view, however, is
only to veil the true point of peace
and war in the Middle East, which
is not the question of whether the
U.S.A. “dictates’”’ peace to lIsrael,
but whether it is going to continue
or stop its vast overall and uncondi-

tional military, economic and finan-

cial support for “lsrael” as the
essential basis for all Zionist aggres-
sion against the Arab and, in parti-
cular, the Palestinian people.

ISRAELI ARROGANCE

When greeting Vance, the Israeli
Minister of Foreign Affairs, former
General Dayan, said: ‘‘I can assure
you that whenever you accept our
views, we will be in full agreement

with you’ and “if Israel does not
see eye-to-eye with Washington, we
are prepared to take care of oursel-
ves.”’

What does this statement imply:

a) Israel is not ready to abide by
Carter’s promises of a ‘‘Palestinian
homeland”. On the other hand,
Israel wants the Americans to press
the Arab side to give more conces-
sions and accept the Israeli terms of
“peace”. For the lIsraelis, a just,
durable peace in the region would
mean the very contradiction of the
expansionist aggressive nature of
“lIsrael.”

b) Israel would like to utilize
American mediation in order to
gain more time to blackmail the
Arabs and consequently to rear-
range the situation in its favour.

c) Israel strives to bring the Ame-

ricans to adopt its stand which
Dayan outlined as follows:

1) A “comprehensive’’ peace trea-
ty with the Arab states which
means diplomatic recognition, free
trade and economic access to the
Arab world for “Israel”’

2) An early reconvening of Gene-
va negotiations excluding the Pales-
tinian people.

3} Nonacceptance of the “‘idea of
a Pale§t|nian State”” in whatever
form, including a “homeland”’ or

‘entity”” — the terms which Presi-

dent Carter has been using lately.

4) Ostensible willingness to com-
promise on territory in the Sinai
Peninsula and on the Golan Heights
but allowing “‘no foreign power on
the West Bank.” This position ap-
plies to Jordan too.

PLO’S CENTRAL COUNCIL AND
RESOLUTION 242

The Central Council, of the PLO on August
26 issued a communique afted a lengthy
meeting in Damascus.

The four point statement said:

1 — “The PLO denounces all the United
States and Zionist attempts to liquidate the
Palestinian cause and ignore the rights of the
Palestinian people as laid down in the Arab
summits of Rabat and Cairo and United
Nations resolutions.

2 — "“The council reaffirmed all the
provisions of the 15-point political statement
issued by the Palestine National Council (the
PLO’s Parliament in exile of 280 members)
after its latest meetina in February.

“The council appeals to all Arab nations to
confront and face the U.S. imperialist plots
aiming at the liquidation of the Palestinian
cause.

“The council reaffirmed its adherence to
U.N. Resolution 3236 of the General Assembly
which stressed that the Palestinian cause is the
crux of the Middle East problem and appealed
to Arab governments to beware of believing

American and Zionist promises and to face up
to these plots.

3 — “The council discussed the situation in
occupied Palestine and warned those cowards
and  hesitating elements there  against
collaborating with the plots of Zionist and
United States imperialism, praising the heroic
stand of the Palestinian people in resisting
occupation and vowed to escalate its armed
struggle inside the occupied territories.’’

4 — The fourth point of the statement deait
with the situation in South Lebanon and

reiterated the PLO’s acceptance of the recently.

concluded  Shtaura
pacification of this area.

agreement  for the

The communiqué said that U.S. Secretary of
State Cyrus Vance's tour had been followed by
Israeli moves towards the annexation of Arab
territory in defiance of international opinion.

This was a reference to Israel’s decision,
announced shortly after Vance returned home,
to extend lIsraeli “‘public services’’ to the West
Bank and Gaza. The lIsraelis followed up the
move by authorizing three new Jewish
settlements in the West Bank.

The communiqué made no explicit mention
of reports that the PLO was pressing for an
amendement to the substance of Resolution
242 as a condition for attending peace talks.
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5) Nonacceptance of the PLO as
a “partner’” in peace talks.

ATTEMPTS TO REPLACE
THE PLO

Up till now, Israel does not admit
that there is a Palestinian people,
ignoring that the Palestinian pro-
blem is the core of the Middle East
crisis.

From its side, Israel is trying to
submerge the legal representation
of the PLO. It tries to find follo-
wers and supporters for its scheme
in the occupied territories. Dayan
recently said that “’Israel is ready to
find ways to live together with the
Arabs in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip”’ but not to negotiate with the
PLO.”

At the same time, King Hussein
of Jordan on August 13 said: “The
Palestinian people must be given
the right to choose their leader-
ship.”” Both these attempts aim to
oust the PLO, the legitimate repre-
sentative of the Palestinian people.
On the other hand they are trying
to form a ‘‘Palestinian leadership”’,
as an alternative to the PLO to
forget the aspirations of the Palesti-
nian people in an independent Pa-
lestinian state under the leadership
of the PLO. Others were trying to
usurp the Palestinian representation
by saying that ““King Hussein is
already the representative of the
Arabs in the West Bank and Gaza
Strip."”

A GREAT MESS ABOUT
U.N. RESOLUTION 242

As Vance was touring the region,
different voices were raised in a
sordid attempt to push the Arab
regimes into forcing the PLO to
accept U.S. resolution 242 as a
basis for peace negotiations. Presi-
dent Carter said ‘“the Palestinians
will get a higher status than refu-
gees if the PLO accepts the resolu-
tion as it is”’, i.e. first to recognize
Israel. At the same time others were
vehemently trying to create an at-
mosphere of implicit acceptance of
the resolution through calling for
some amendments concerning a so-
lution for the ‘‘refugee problem”,
forgetting the commitments of the
U.S. to Israel to veto any resolution

' Palestine 10
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‘King Hussein

in favour of the PLO. Dayan had
stated clearly: “lIsrael is not ready
to negotiate with the PLO even if
the PLO accepts the resolution as a
whole and without any amend-
ments.”’

Moreover Dayan reiterated that
“Israel is not ready to accept the
PLO even if the PLO changes its
hational charter. These statements
coincided with some Arab regimes
hoping to bring the PLO to consi-
der a Pax American a settlement. In
fact nothing was changed and still
Israel persists in its idea of military
control on the occupied West Bank,

‘leaving King Hussein of Jordan to

deal with administrative affairs.

THE PLO FACING VANCE

The PLO has warned the Arab

masses and countries of Vance's

mission as an American-Israeli at-
tempt to split the Arab ranks and
to liquidate the Palestinian revolu-
tion, taking into> consideration all
current hostile maneuvers which
were aiming at:

a) Ignoring the inalienable rights
of the Palestinian people to free-
dom, statehood and independence.

b) Attempting to bypass the Ra-
bat resolutions as a further step on
the way to liquidating the Palesti-
nian cause.

c).lgnoring the U.N. General As-
sembly resolutions with regard to
the inalienable rights of the Palesti-
nian people, particularly resolution
No. 3236, and in stead to force or
blackmail the PLO to accept U.N.
Security Council resolution No.
242 and consequently regognize
“Israel” and legalize its illegal exis-
tence in the region.

d) Imposing a dubious imperia-
list-Israeli settlement in the Arab
region which would thus consecrate
the Zionist violation of the Palesti-
nian people’s national rights, and

“failure,

smash the will of resistance among
the Arab nation.

In fact the current phase requires

consolidation of the Arab stand and-

a firm confrontation of Zionist-im-
perialist plots and projects. It also
demands further alertness and con-
ciousness.

In this crucial phase we have to
consolidate our Palestinian and
Arab unity and to develop our
friendly relations with all democra-
tic, progressive and peace-loving
forces all over the world.

We have to escalate our resistance
inside the occupied territories be-
cause it is the only way to liberate
our people and our homeland.

PRAVDA COMMENTING ON
VANCE'’S TOUR

Pravda, the organ of the Soviet
Communist Party, in an editorial
on 16 August declared that the
recent Middle East mission of US
Secretary of state Vance was a
sterile one, which failed to push
peace efforts in the Middle East
one step forward. The newspaper
declared the USA's pro-Israeli poli-
cy one of the main causes of this
in addition to the out-
dated step-by-step policy which
the_ USA has desperately tried to
revive, and which also failed’
because it linked the solution of
t_he Middle East crisis with answe-
ring Israel’s demands and guaran-
teeing US imperialist interests in
the region. Pravda then reaffirmed
the futility of efforts to solve the
Middle East crisis on the level of
bilateral negotiations.

The editorial ended by stressing
that a just peace in the region can
only be ensured thorugh re-con-
vening the Geneva Peace Confe-
rence with the participation of all
concerned parties including the
PLO on an equal footing with all
other parties.

‘28 i

-confrontation.

SOUTH LEBANON:

ISRAELI
AMBITIONS REVEALED

Amid Vance's “shuttles’” in the
Middle East South Lebanon re-
mains as the only hot front line.
The situation in the South conti-
nues to attract local and interna-
tional attention for fear the conf-
lict there would spark off a major
It is in the South
of Lebanon that many of the ac-
counts of the Middle East peace
arrangements are being settled. As
the American Secretary of state
shuttled between Middle Eastern
capitals, Israel’s Prime Minister
Begin visited Israel’s fronter lines
with Lebanon and voiced his assu-
rances of lIsrael’s limitless support
for the Lebanese Right wing fas-
cist organizations against the Pales-
tinian Resistance and the Lebanese
national movement.
that “‘Israeli

Begin reiterated

would not stand by to see the

Lebanese Right Wing annihilated
and that the Israeli army would
undertake all necessary measures
to see to it that the rightist chris-
tian’s safety”. In fact Israeli words,
were matched with deeds in that
the Zionist artillery conducted a
fierce bombardment against Pales-
tinian and Lebanese civilian and
military positions alike; this resul-
ted in the killing and wounding of
several Lebanese farmers and the
destruction of thefr properties.

Thousands of Southern Lebanese
villagers were made --homeless.
They became refugees, in theirown
country due to constant in discri-
minate Zionist campaigns of aggre-
ssion and later expulsion of more
Lebanese from their villages by.
Lebanese isolationist forces only
to be massacred again by the same

fascist elements' in the _nationalist’
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quarters of Naba’, and Karantina
in Beirut.

Soon the Lebanese fascist posi-
tions adjacent to the socalled Zio-
nist “‘good fence’’ poured their sta-
te of shells unto Lebanese nationas
list villages. In spite of the ong
sided Palestinian - nationalit proc-
lamation of a cease fire, the fascist
- Israeli alliance resumed their shel-
ling inflicting more casualities
among the civilian population.
This joint military action conti-
nued during and after Vance's en-
counter with Zionist officials. Whi-
chreveals: a green light given by
the U.S. government to lIsrael to
go ahead with its designs in South
Lebanon.

The persistant Israeli attitude
backed by American support in-
tends to play the Christian Rightist
Wing card to strengthen the Zio-
nist bargaining position in the case
of the resumption of “peace’” set-
tlement step.

However the Palestinian-Leba-
nese Nationalist joint forces put
up resistance resulting in the repu-
Ise of all Zionist-Right Wing at-
tacks designed to achieve territo-
rial gains and Zionist-fascist armed
confontation became a feature of
daily life in South Lebanon so is
the consequent open Zionist-fascist
co-operation. In line with Begin's
statement scores of Right wing mi-
littamen received their advanced
military training in Israeli camps
especially constructed in Sinia. It
is there that the Right Wing tank
crews learned to bombard villages
and burn corps.Right wingerswhen
wounded are tended in Israeli hos-
pitals.

The phenomenon of open co-
operation between the Zionists
and Lebanese fascists dates back
to the times of the 1975-76 civil
war when direct contacts were est-
ablished through the CIA. It is the
CIA agents who organized the first
meetings between the lIsraeli intel-
ligence officers and Chamoun’s &
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Gemayel’s sons. Meetings and co-
ordination of efforts became fre-
quent and encompassed the higher
echelons to the lowest rank and
life . of both sides. Amicable rela-
tion were sealed with blood as
Rightist southern region military
commander col. Haddad explained
while appearing on Israeli T.V.

The lIsraeli-Fascist “love affair’’
is not confined to the battle field
it covers sports, music intertain-
ment where most recently the Is-
raeli philharmonic Orchestra gave a
recital for Lebanese Right Wing
militiamen in the frontier outpost
of Dovev, and all sorts of cultural
exahgne.

The Zionist attitude towards
southern Lebanon and the total
dependence of Lebanese fascists
on Israeli support presents the war
hawks in Tel-Aviv with advanta-

geous political and  military stra-
tegic depth which requires Palesti-
nian - Nationalist counter for the
difience of Southern Lebanon and
checking Zionist advances and de-
signs by keeping the South’s na-
tionalist and progressive character.
Zionist expansionist designs in sou-
thern Lebanon, contrary to the
allegations of the Lebanese Fascist
forces are not an outcome of the
Palestinian Resistance’s so called,
“provocation’” it dates back to
long before the early days of the
establishment of the Zionist state
when the Zionists started looking
to the usurpation of the waters of
the Litani river necessary for the
colonial expansion of northern
Galilee settlements. The Zionist
delegation at the 1919 Versailles
peace conference demanded the in-
clusion of Lebanon south of the
Litani in the ‘Jewish national
home"".

CONFIRMATION OF REPORTS
OF ZIONIST/ISOLATIONIST
MEETING IN JOUNIEH

Diplomatic and press sources
have confirmed recent reports
about a meeting between Zionist
and isolationist leaders in the Le-
banon port of Jounieh. :

According to these sources, the
meeting, which took place on Au-
gust, was held between Pierre
Gemayel, Camille Chamoun and
some Southern Lebanese isola-
tionist officers on the one hand,
and the former Israeli Minister of
War, Shimon Peres and a number
of Israeli officers on the other.

The meeting centered on three
subjects:

1. The result of the isolationist
front’s latest visit to Damascus.

2. Preparations for joint moves
towards activiting the military
front, escalating clashes along the
Lebanese - Israeli borders, and
foiling the attempts of Lebanese
President Elias Sarkis and of the
Arab countries to implement the
Cairo and Shtaura agreements.

3. How to revive the clashes in
certain areas where Christians and
Muslims coexist, especially areas
including a Druze majority.

The meeting agreed on the fol-
lowing measures:
First: The infiltration of the lar-
gest quantity of weapons possible
to the Shouf, Aley and Bham-
doun, and the turning of certain
places into arms depots.

S}acond: The use of some religious
circles and foreign men of religion
to increase racial enmity against
the Arabs and Arabism (some of
these religious men have direct
relations with the Israeli Intelli-
gence Services).

Third: The establishment of more
Isolationist training camps.

Fpurth: The creation of suitable
circumstances for the direct inter-
vention of lIsrael in the Lebanese
South to strike at the Palestinian
Revolution and the Lebanese
Nationalist Movement.

Fifth: Information coordination
b_etween the two sides, before, du-
ring and after the military opera-
tions which have been decided
upon, especially in the Shouf.

It has been learned from relia-
ble diplomatic sources that huge
quantities of Israeli weapons are
being recieved by both the Phalan-
gists and the National Liberals.

MARTIAL SONG ON ISRAELI-
LEBANON BORDERS

Time Magazine reported on Au-
gust 8th that the 80-piece Israeli
philharmonic orchestra conducted
by Zubin Metha played “needless
to say, martial music’’, on the
israeli-lebanese border. The crowd
made up of Israeli ““border police”
and flag-bearing Lebanese Christian
Phalangist soldiers “‘were clearly
joyous”’. The band played several
martial songs. ‘A particular no-no
was Tchaikovsky’s 1812 overture,
with its artillery crescendo.

Joint Ismeli-i’halangi:t Musical in S. Lebanon.
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COMMANDO OPERATION:"
INSIDE OCCUPIED PALESTINE

Palestinian commandos _receptly
executed three operations in diffe-
rent parts of occupied Palestine.
The Palestinian Military Spokes-
man, issued the following com-

muniqué:—
No. 77/77:—

Our military sources inside
occupied Palestine have reported
the following:—
=% 4:— One .of our revolutionaries
at 8AM August 9th attacked an
Israeli frontier guards patrol, while
it was passing near Tal — al-Zaatar
camp near Nablus, using hand gre-
nades. The attack resulted in the
damage to the patrol vehicle and
in severe injuries to one of the
frontier guards. Consequently the
Zionist forces imposed a curfew
on Tal al-Zaatar camp and laun-
ched a wide-scale search for our
commando, who nevertheless
returned sately to base.

CLASHES NEAR HEBRON,
EXPLOSION NEAR
BEGIN'S HOME

The Palestinian Military Spokes--
man issued the following commu-
nique:—

No 78/77:—

As the ‘Martyr Kamal Adwan’
unit was moving towards its target
on August 12th, Israeli forces in
an army camp in the Halhoul area,
near Hebron, tried to stop our
commandos and encircle them
after bombarding them with tank
artillery from the camp. A 35
minute battle ensued in which ma-
chine guns, hand grenades and ro-
ckets were used. Our commandos
were able to inflict heavy casual-
ties on the enemy forces. The
commander of the group then
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ordered the rest of the unit to
withdraw while he remained to
cover them. He was able to check
the enemy’s progress and inflict
more casulaties among the enemy,
until he ran out of ammunition
and was killed by the enemy fire.
The martyr is Captain Ismail Has-
san Salem Hamad. (see obituary
later).

The enemy’s casualties were
nevertheless huge, and ambulances
were seen rushing to carry away
the dead and wounded from the
battlefield.

No. 79/77:—
from

Palestinian commandos

combat units operating inside
occupied Palestine planted timed
explosive charges inside an interro-
gation center of the lIsraeli intelli-
gence services in Marcos street in
Jerusalem. At 8 PM on August
13th the charges explosed causing
a tremendous blast. Police forces
troops, frontier and civil guards
immediately rushed to the scene.

REPORTS ON HALHOUL
BATTLE INDICATE
HIGH ISRAELI LOSSES

Eye witnesses of the battle
fought on August 12th between
the ‘Martyr Kamal Adwan’ unit
and the Israeli forces in the

Halhoul region during which the
commander of the unit was killed,
affirmed that the battle resulted in

the destruction of two Israeli
tanks and the death of several
Israeli officers and soldiers.

In related news, according to a
report from occupied Palestine, the
occupation authorities still refuse.
to deliver the body of the Martyr
Captain Ismail Hassan Salem, the
commamder of the group who was
killed while covering the with-
drawal of his comrades during the
battle.

Meanwhile, the population of
the Halhoul region staged mass
demonstrations, chanting slogans

~and pledging to the martyr to con-

tinue armed struggle until victory.

Meanwhile, the Zionist authori-
ties have contacted a number of
Israeli military officials in the West
Bank, to question them about the
cperation and its results.

COMMANDO OPERATION IN
AFULEH AREA

Palestinian revolutionaries on
16 August, executed a successfyl
military operation in the Afule
area along the Tel Aviv Qiryat
Shmona road. The Palestinian Mili-
tary Spokesman issued the follo-
wing communique: —

No. 80/77:—

One of our combat groups ope-
rating inside occupied Palestine
early on 16 August morning plan-
ted timed explosive charges inside
an Egeed bus parked in hte Cen-
tral Bus Station in Qiryat Shmona.

The charges explosed at
10:15AM as the bus reached the
Afuleh area on its way to Tel
Aviv. The bus thereupon ran into
another car coming from the
opposite direction, and fell into a
near-by valley. An undetermined
number of Zionist passengers were
killed or wounded while both the
bus and the other car were com-
pletely destroyed.

Soon after the explosion, Israeli
fprces surrounded the area arres-
ting a large number of Palestinian
citizens of Afuleh. Meanwhile, the
Zi_onist authorities in Tel Aviv and
Qiryat Shmona carried out extensi-
ve security measures in all bus
stations, fearing other operations.

Our cimmando returned safely
to base.

Later in the day, Radio Israel
admitted the operation mentioning
that eight Zionist settlers were
injured and that several Palestinian
citizens were arrested.

FOUR COMMANDO ATTACKS
IN 72 HOURS

As part of a marked escalation

of commandq attacks inside occu-
pied Palestine by our commandos
in response to the decisions of the
Palestinian Revolution to answer
the provocation annexation. and
settlement decisions of the Zionist
enemy, with the support of the
United States, Palestinian revolu-
tionaries on August 27, 28, 29
carried out four successful com-
mando operations. In the first, a
bomb went off in Jerusalem: in
the second mines went off under-
neath lIsraeli military vehicles in
the Nagab (Negev) region; while in
the third an Israeli vehicle was
destroyed by a bomb in the Gaza
Strip; while in the fourth an
explosive charge went off in a
shop in Afuleh.

These four operations bring to
104 the number of commando
attacks carried out this year, 16 of
them during the past month. The
Palestinian  Military  Spokesman
issued the following communig-
ues:—

No 86/77:—

Acting on orders from the
General Command of the Palesti-
nian Revolution, one of our com-
bat groups operating inside occu-
pied Palestine, on August 27 plan-
ted timed explosive charges near a
parking lot for buses near .the
Jaffa gate in Jerusalem. The char-
ges ‘exploded at 1 PM on the same
day, killing or injuring several Zio-
nist settlers, and damaging several
near-by shops and a number of
cars.

Consequently, Israeli police sur-
rounded the area, while explosive
experts searched for other charges.
Meanwhile, wide-scale arrests parti-
cipation in the operation. Our
revolutionaries nevertheless retur-
ned safely to base.

No. 87/77:—

One of our combat groups plan-
tedanti-vehicular minesalongthe mili-
tary road between Eilat and the
Ofera settlement. On August, 27,
one of the mines exploded when
an lIsraeli Jeep passed along the
road. killing or injuring all its pas-
sengers.
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A short time later, another
mine exploded when a half-track
which crossed the road to rescue
the passengers of the Jeep, resul-
ting in the injury of all the sol-
diers in it.

Israeli helicopters immediately
flew in to evacuate the casualties.
Our revolutionaries returned safely
to base.

The next day units of the Israe-
li military engineering forces com-
bed the area in search for other
mines which may not have explo-
ded.

No. 88/77:—

Acting on orders, one of our
commando units on August, 27th,
placed timed explosive charges
inside an lIsraeli car parked in the
central vegetables market in the
city of Gaza. At 11:20AM on the
same day, the charges exploded,
completely destroying the car and
killing and injuring a number of
Israeli settlers in the car and the
market.

The occupation authorities im-
mediately cordoned off the scene
of the operation and arrested more
than 95 inhabitants of Gaza sus-
pected of being involved in the
operation. Later, as part of intensi-
fied security measures, the authori-
ties reinforced their check-points
with more guards and warned Zio-
‘nist settlers against approaching
places crowded with Palestinians.

No. 89/77:—

One of our commando units on
August 29th placed timed explosi-
ve charges in a shop in the center
of the town of Afuleh north of
the West Bank city of Jenin. At
8:16AM on the same day, the
charges exploded, killing and
wounding an undetermined num-
ber of Zionist settlers and comple-
tely destroying the shop. The blast
also caused damage to
neighbouring buildings and to a
number of cars parked near-by.
Many Palestinians were reported to
have been arrested following the
operation.
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The recent decision taken by
the Begin government to accelerate
the gradual annexation of the West
Bank and Gaza in a bid to expand
its articicial entity in Palestine af-
firms that occupation and annexa-
tion still form the cornerstone of
Zionist policy.

It is not surprising that this de-
cision was taken at a time when
the so called ““American peace ini-
tiative” was underway. For the
American government too is obli-
vious to the demands of the Pales-
tinian people, and moreover does
not recognize their sole legitimate
representative, the P.L.O. and their
rights in their national homeland
Palestine.

The vigilant Palestinian masses
in the occupied territories, fully

aware of zionist intentions, are
confronting the enemy’s plan with
whatever means possible. At the
top organizational level the Arab
mayors memorandum to U.S. sec-

retary of state Cyrus Vance, Soviet

foreign minister Andri Gromyko,
and U.N.Secretary Gegeral Dr Kurt
Waldheim. The Mayors stressed the
indivisiblity of the Palestinian peo-
ple and their conviction that any
solution of the Middle East crisis
which ignores the Palestinian cau-
se, will, and right, and attempts to
bypass the P.L.O. their sole legiti-
mate representative, Chaired by
Yasser Arafat, poses a threat to
peace, Since the Palestinian cause
is the basis of the Mideast prob-
lem. They had already clarified
their stand on August 8.

In their response to an invita-

tion by the Israeli foreign minister
Moshe Dayan to a resception at
his house in honour of Vance. In a
press statement .given to foreign
correspondents they Said, “if Da-
yan wants to invite a representati-
ve of the West Bank population
then let him invite Yasser Arafat,
who is our only representative’’.

In other moves the Arab ma-
yors and mass organizations of the
occupied West Bank and Gaza
strip have rejected the recent deci-
sions to apply lIsraeli law in the
occupied territories. They have vo-
wed to confront this move of
systematic- annexation. In prepara-
tion for any mass movement agai-
nst their decisions, the Zionist aut-
horities are reported to have rein-
forced their troop concentrations.

_ Palestinian mass organizations
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in occupied Palestine have conti-
nued to expose and confront zio-
nist settlement plans. Commenting
on the declaration of an Israleli
plan to increase the Jewish popula-
tion of Jerusalem at an annual rate
of 3.7 0o/o, and to erect 7000 new
apartments, in addition to the pre-
sent 11,100, to meet settlement
demands, the Jerusalem Arabic
language Newspaper ‘AL FAJR"
said on August 6, “these steps are
a perlude to the complete annexa-
tion of Jerusalem and the defiance
of the Palestinian people and wor-
Id public opinion.

Palestinian mass organizations
and mayors of West Bnak cities
have also been engaged in a bitter
protest over a Jordanian decree
which prohibits the passage of
West Bank products through Jor-
dan to other Arab countries. This
Jordanian move aims to deal a
blow against the Palestinian stead
fastness in the occupied territories
by completing the economic siege
initiated by the Zionist authorities
in imposing a 250/0 rise in the
prices of consumer goods. It.is to

New settlements in South Gaza.

be recalled that Palestinian repre-
sentatives had turned down an in-
vitation to attend the ceremonies
marking king Hussein’s silver Jubi-
llee. Instead they demanded the
release of Palestinian detainees
from Jordanian prisons. In this
connection “AL FAJR' wrote on
August 10, “Any Palestinian link
with Jordan or any other country
should pass through the P.L.O.,
and after the establishment of the
independent Palestinian state”.
The newspaper concluded. ““These
attempts are evidence of an overt
attempt- to ignore the historic
Rabat resolution which Jordan was
the first to sign, and a determina-
tion to contain the P.L.O. which is’
recognized on the Palestinian,
Arab, and international levels”.

Palestinian citizens have not
only been exposing the Jordanian
regime, but also a group of local
Israel-Jordanian agents being put
forward as an alternative leader-
ship to the P.L.O. Hussein Al-Shu-
ayki one of the agents, was sche-
duled to give a press conference
on August 24, in Jerusalem, but
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‘Was forced to cancel, it, under
popular pressure. Citizens are re-
ported to have sent warning to the
agents threatening them against
trying to strike at the unity of the
Palestinian people and the legiti-
macy of their representatives.

In the wake of mass organiza-
tional defiance of Zionist-Jorda-
nian maneuvers and continued Pa-
lestinian vigilance against the Zig-
nist policy of annexation and ex-
pansion, the zionist authorities ha-
ve resorted once again to fascist
anti-democratic actions. It was re-
ported on August 23 over Zionist
mass media that the military autho-
rities have ordered the dissollusion
of the municipal council in Qabba-
tiya  in order to offer services to
the population’’, despite the fact
that the zionist radio had admitted
that the council had been elected
unanimously.

Zionist occupation authorities
have resorted to mass arrests and
other ‘tactics of psychological
warfare, to make the Palestinian
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people kneel and to detach them
from their ledership. In one inci-
dent alone occupation authorities
arrested 5 palestinians on charges
of selling” “provogative’’ recording
of anthems of the Palestinian revo-
lution and songs about TalAl-Zaa-
tar. Despite the fact that one can
hear these revolutionary songs over
different radio stations, Palestinian
citizens rushed to buy more of
their tape recordings . As a demon-
stration of protest. For the same
end, Zionist occupation forces have
arrested 14 Palestinian citizens
from the village of AWARTA near
Nablus region on charges of conf-
ronting a Zionist religious group
when the latter forcibly entered a
holy site near the village to pray.

The Palestinian people in the
occupied territories continue to

confront the political and cultural
Genocide Waged against them by
the Zionist state, On the-8th anni-
versarry of the burning of the Al-
Aksa Mosque and after ten Years
of Israeli occupation of the West
Bank and Gaza and their onemil -
lion.  Palestinians, it should be
crystal clear that the Palestinian
people are facing an enemy which.
with the aid and complicity of the
U.S. and its lackeys, intends to
mantain its occupation. of the
whole of Palestine, despite the
pious hopes of those who persist
in waiting for ““U.S. pressures on
Israel’”’. In this situation the Pales-
tinian people have no realistic path
except the one they have chosen,
revolutionary resistance and conf-
rontation of Zionist expansionist
aggressive policies.

O

Moshe Dayan said there

said.

Bank mayors invited to attend.

sole representative.

Palestinian entity.

There were still differences of view on several
questions, particularly the West Bank of the
Jordan River, but nothing was impossible, he

Dayan was speaking in a radio interview
during a reception Wednesday evening in his
Tsahala residence in the Tel Aviv suburbs.

The reception was boycotted by all the West

The mayors, at the same time, issued a
statement saying that any solution that disre-
gards the rights of the Palestinian people would
be doomed to failure and that the PLO is their

DAYAN: THERE'S STILL ROOM
FOR COMPROMISE

Tel Aviv Auqust 17 lsraeli Foreign Minister
was still
room for compromise on the Middle East.

Zionist Foreign
Minister Dayan

Copies of the statement were sent to U.S.
Secretary of State Cyrus Vance and Soviet
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko.

At his reception, Dayan expressed satisfaction
at Vance's stated opposition to any attempt to
modify United Nations Resolution 242 with the
aim of incorporating Israeli recognition of a

Daily occupation terror

ISRAEL:
A GHETTO SOCIETY

The Zionist myth of the “‘per-
manent persecution of Jews where-
ver they went and whatever they
did throughout history constitute
the cornerstone of the Zionist
ideology. The myth of constant
persecution provided the architects
of Zionism with the pretext to try
to find a solution to the Jewish
problem”, which they created by
encouraging isolationist tendencies
among the Jews and preventing
their assimilation in their respecti-
ve societies. The intention was and
still is to mobilize Jewish man-
power to serve the colonial purpo-
ses of Jewish capital in particular
and world imperialism in general.

The artificially fabricated Je-

wish nationalism came hand in
hand with the general atmosphere
of Colonialism and Imperialis. The
emergence of nationally based
bourgeois lleading-class in modern
Europe incited zionists to think of
setting up themselves a separate
community in Palestine. The ma-
terialization of Zionist ambition
was made possible by the develo-
pment of British imperial interests
in the Middle East.

Lord Shaftesbury in 1876 wro-
te: “’Syria and Palestine will before
long become very important... The
country wants capital and popula-
tion. The Jews can give it bqgh.
And has not England a special
interest in promoting such restora-

tion? " (Settler colonization, Geor-,
ge Jabbour, page 23).

Despite the fact that ‘‘Biblical
Jews” did not and could not have
possessed the characteristics of a
.nationality rather than a religious
sect of specific socio-economic
function . Such ideas mixed toge-
ther with the mission of England
to civilize others, her strategic and
commercial interests, and the va-
gue biblical claim that ‘Palestine is
somehow promised to the Jews
“dominated British thinking.

Incidentally, the Zionist move-
ment which largely depended on
jews from Eastern Europe, found
in theaccession of Hitler to power
a golden opportunity to promote
and accelerate their colonial desi-
gns in Palestine. This common
conception of  “solving” the
“Jewish question” placed Zionists
and Nazis on a common racist and
chauvinist ground of outlook and
practice.

The first Zionist congress held
in Basel in 1897, decided to esta-
blish a Jewish home in Palestine
and to rally behind British impe-
rialism. Herzl, after the fourth Zio-
nist congress which was held in:
London in 1900, declared “En-
gland the great England, the free
England with her eyes roaming all
the seas, will understand us and
our aims. From this place the zio-
nist idea will take a further and
higher flight: of this we can be
sure.” (The zionist movement by
Israel Cohen page 76).

By 1948 the Zionist state came
into being as a fruit of imperialist
reactionary action only to main-
tain the general features and
characteristics of an isolationist
Ghetto life. The fact that israel is
a number of Ghetto settlemerits
continues to dominate israeli life
till the very day.

Inspite of the “‘state’s”” attem-
pts at creating a homogeneous
coherent ‘“‘Nation’’ the colonial
settlers in Palestine still stick to
their former culture and back-
ground.

Efforts of the Zionist adminis-
tration to bridge the gap between
the different ‘“‘ghettos’” in Israeli
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Emigrant Jews selling wares in Roman flea market

society are met with little success,
for example large communisties in
Israel use Yidish as their language
rather than Hebrew which is the
official language. This is one obsta-
cles in the way of recreating the
so-called “’Jewish people”. Howe-
ver the Zionist ruling circles
succeed in keeping Israeli society
from falling apart by referring to
the old Zionist complex of
“Jewish estrangement in the Arab
sea of enmity’”. This leads to the
intensification of racist chauvinism
for the purpose of reducing lIsrael
inherent contradictions and chec-
king them at minor stage
One of the main internal objecti-
ves of successive acts of aggression
launched by Israel against the
Palestinian and Arab nations was
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to controlinternal contradiction by

directing them to the “‘external
foe””. The Zionist Sinai campaign
of 1956 was partly intended to
cover up the lavon Scandal. Despi-
te the relative successes and failu-
res of the zionist leadership at
maintaining the cohesiveness of
Israeli society, the leadership tries
its upmost to exploit the contra-
dictions to further its aims such as
the propaganda machine which is
exploiting the situation to present
a colorful ““democratic’’ picture of
Israeli life.

The major spiit between orien-
tal and European Jews is a charac-
teristic of Israeli life. European
Jews by “virtue” of their historical
ties with Zipnism and the West in

~ general happen to be the “fortuna-

te’”” privileged ruling class in lsrael,
they constitute leading posts In
the higher échelons of lsraeli life.
Oriental Jews constitute the down
trodden segments, the unprivileged
who have to do the dirty work for
the state and its ruling bureaucra-
tic circles. Due to this reality pro-
test movements such as the lIsraeli
‘Black Panthers, who drew local
and international attention, came
into being.

In view of the fact that Israel
constitutes an extension of the
world capitalist system, most of
imperialist benefits is invested in
the lIsraeli economy, the bulk of
this amount is channelled into the
huge bristling military machine
which again serves to maintain the
coercion of the zionist entity
while the accompanying miliatritic
ideology plays a prepondenant bin-
ding force.

However the crisis continues to
reflect through the cracked edifice
of the zionist structure in different
forms and dimensions. The inabili-
ty of the zionist authorities to
provide ‘‘acceptable and decent
standards ‘of living for a considera-
ble section of the new settlers
raises the counter migration. Thou-
sands of insecure new settlers find
themselves face to face with realit-
ies that put an end to the illusions
of the so-caled ‘‘promised land of
milk and honey’’ many tend to
leave the hell in Israel
circumstances permit. This led the
authorities to impose more restric-
tions on those leaving the Zionist
state.

Housing problems continue to
be solved by the expropriation and
destruction of more Arab villages
and land.

In spite of the massive and
systematic destruction of Arab vil-
lages and expropriation of Arab
land, the Zionist authorities find

much difficulty in providing ade-

quate housing for new settlers.
This recently led several hundred
new immigrants to stage protest
marches and demonstrations in Tel
Aviv,

Another feature of lIsraeli poli-

tics is widespread corruption. The.

whenever’

To Pres. Carter
Mr. President.

Having heard about your insis-
tence that countries receiving
American aid should adhere to the
UN declaration of Human Rights,
| 'would ask you to intervene on
my behalf with the government of
Israel.

I am an ex-citizen of the USSR.

forfeiting my citizenship. Arrived
in Israel holding a Soviet exit visa
which soon expired. In May, 73 |
applied for a travel document.
None was made available but Is-
raeli passport. |I've been reduced to
take it as the only way to leave
that country. | have never applied
for lIsraeli citizenship nor had |
ever agreed to accept it. It has
been explained to me by the
UNHCR authorities that according

In June, 72, | emigrated, thereby.

to the Israel’s so-called “law of
return’’ Israeli citizenship is confe-
rred “automatically” to the per-
sons of “’Jewish origin and faith”’
who immigrate there.
“law” was broken here. Being an
ethnic Jew | have nothing to do,
however, with the ‘“‘Jewish faith’’
or any other cult of the superna-
tural.

Moreover, | want you to look
into the human rights aspect of
the law by the: power of which
Israeli citizenship is imposed under
compulsion unto an atheist Rus-

sian Jew, a man totally alien to

the Palestinian environment, while
at the same time even residence
rights are denied to the native-
born Muslims and Chritians. Let
me remind you that a number of
former Nazi administrators have
been tried and convicted precisely
for issuing and enforcing that kind
of “laws”. Segregation laws have

Even that

been ruled unconstitutional by the
Supreme Court of your own coun-,
try. Law paragraphs equivalent to
the lsraeli “law of return’ are
being denounced by the U.S. as
racist when enacted in Southern
Africa. In your home state apar-
theid regulations are valid no lon-
ger.

In March, 77 | demanded from
Israeli government an annulment
of its unsolicited citizenship and
received no answer. Given, howe-
ver, lIsrael’s absolute dependence
upon the supply of billions of
dollars - worth American and |
expect a more positive response as
a result of your interference.

Sincerely, Yakov SELZER
20/31 CHALLIS AVE
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question of knesset member Flatto
Sharon who bought his post in
order to elude French justice and
Rgbin’s personal accounts in fo-
reign banks, which served to a
certain extent the Likud to access
to power are but two examples of
the massive corruption and embez-
zlement not to mention the “Un-
derworld”’.

~ The rising tide of the Palest-
inian  Arab revolutionary move-
ment of liberation is the objective
factor that puts the Zionist coloni-
zers against the wall of realities,
a'nd presents them with a progres-
sive solution embodied in a demo-
c.ratic secular, non sectarian Pales-
tine, a solution far from reac-
tionary Zionist romanticism and its
empty pessimistic nature. The
Palestinian resistance along with
progressive and revolutionary jews
would find a common cause of
salvation and through revolution
smash the ‘tyrannical page in hu-
man history embodied in the state
of lIsrael and the racist fascism it
stands for.

O

'Occupation soldiers in Palestine.
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Demolishing Palestinian homes

ISRAEL TO SET UP
3 NEW SETTLEMENTS
IN WEST BANK

Jerusalem (AP) — Israel’s gover-
nment decided Wednesday to set up
three new Jewish settlements in the
occupied West Bank of Jordan in
accordance with a plan designed by
the previous Labor cabinet.

The decision was taken by the
cabinet Committee on Settlemen'g,
which the government has authori-
zed to make final decisions on new
civifian outposts.

A source on the committee said it

had agreed to carry out a decision
made last April by the former
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government, but it had not discus-
sed new plans to build more settle-
ments in the disputed zone.

Prime Minister Menahem Begin’s
firm position not to relinquish the
West Bank as part of a peace
agreement has aroused concern in
the U.S. administration, which is
trying to mediate peace talks.

Previous decisions strengthening
Israel’s hold on the West Bank have
been criticized in Washington as
“obstacles to peace,” but so far

Begin has not strayed from settle-
ment plans created by the more
moderate Labor government under
former Prime Minister Yitzhak Ra-
bin.

The decision to create the new
settlements was almost certain to
bring strong reaction from the Uni-
ted States. It comes only three
weeks after President Carter warned
that new settlements ““would be a
difficult thing for public opinion to
accept here and in the Arab coun-
tries.”’

Carter’s statement came after the
Begin government legalized three
other villages which were built
without the authority of the pre-
vious lsraeli government and which
it had refused to recognize.

Although Israel has established
more than two dozen outposts in
the 10 years since it captured the
West Bank, the latest announce-
ment came amid intense U.S. ef-
forts to re-start Arab-Israeli peace
talks.

The three settlements are planned
for Yatta, south of Hebron, at Nevo;
Horon in the Latrun bulge and at a
site on the 1967 border near the
Tel Aviv suburban city of Petah
Tikvah.

The committee source said it may
take weeks or months before
Jewish settlers move to the sites,
since the ground-work, including
roads and water networks, can only
begin now.

Like other decisions on the settle-
ment issue, the green light to build
the settlements was made almost
casually. The committee source said
the issue took only a few minutes
to .discuss at a meeting devoted
largely to a decision to found a new
city in the Galilee region near Is-
rael’s border with Lebanon.

The decision came only three
days after the government declared
that it would extend “social ser-
vices" in the West Bank and the
Gaza Strip, in what some opposi-
tion members have called a move
toward ““creeping annexation.”’

|

ARAB AND
INTERNTIONAL REACTIONS
TO THE ISRAELI POLICY

OF ANNEXATION AND EXPANSION

In an attempt to intigrate
the 1967 occupied West Bank of
Jordan and the Gaza Strip, the
Zionist government decided to treat
the Palestinians of the 67 occupied
lands on equal footing as citizens of
Israel! | This comes at the time
when the Zionist occupation autho-
rities intensify their repressive cam-
Ppaigns against Palestinians. The Zio-

nist recent step follows other steps
intended to judize the occupied
territories by creating de facto sta-
tus Zionist balatent aggression trigge
red local and international repercus-
sions, the Palestinian masses are
biginning to agitate in defence of
the preservation of their national
identity and against Zionistschemes
aiming at liquidating them

ISRAEL RECEIVES U.S. PROTEST

Washington (AP) — The U.S. ambassador to
Israel, Samuel Lewis, was meeting Wednesday
with lIsraeli authorities to “‘clearly restate” the
American position concerning the establishment
of settlements in the West Bank, U.S. State
Department spokesman Hodding Carter |11 said.

“Our position on settlements in the West Bank.
is unchanged from what has been said previously
on numerous occasions,’’ Carter said.

On July 29, President Carter said he had
strongly cautioned Israeli Prime Minister Mena-
hem Begin that establishment of additional
settlements there would be a matter of "deep
concern.”

At the time, Carter said he took up the
question of new settlements with Begin but, in
an “oversight,” he had neglected to discuss with
him the issue of legalization of existing settle-
ments.

An Israeli decision on July 26 to recognize
previously illegal settlements on the West Bank
drew an angry reaction from the State Depart-
ment. It expressed “‘deep disappointment’’ and
called the Israeli move “an obstacle to peace.”’

During Begin’s visit to Washington in July,
‘Carter urged him to refrain from starting new
settlements in occupied areas until the Geneva.
peace talks. Although Begin takes the view that
the West Bank is historically Israel’s, he has
also said Israel sets no preconditions to nego-
tiating final borders in a peace treaty with
Jordan or other Arab countries.

NOT HELPFUL

The statement went on to note Israel’s
argument that there is “potential benefit’’ to
the Arabs in extending health and child labor
laws to them.

However, the administration stressed the
Israeli moves appear to give a permanence to
Israeli control, ““which is not helpful.”

Singled out for special U.S. criticism, mean-
while, was a statement by Arye Naoir, Israel
cabinet secretary, who said that “‘this is not
annextion’’because the West Bank already be-
longs to Israel.

Naoir’s remark was noted with regret,
spokesman Carter told reporters.

Reuter: The Israeli stand has surprised di-
plomats, for Washington has tried" its best to
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ease tension between itself and Israel.

The lIsraelis said that Israel will not and
cannot accept, that jewish settlements on Israe-
li land are illegal. The government does not
consider these moves an obstacle to peace

negotations.

Tripoli: The Libyan government considered
the Israeli plan to establish settlements in
occupied Arab territory a blow to the search
for peace. It also «considered to be part and
parcel of the expansionist Zionist policy which
calls for more expansion and annexation. This
latest move is a natural outcome of Zionist
policy which owes its very existence to the
usurpation of Palestine.

Damascus: ‘Al Thawra” newspaper called
on the international community to take a clear
and firm stand against the Israeli move and to
pressure lIsrael into submission to the will of
the international community.

Damascus also pointed out that any new
development could have negative or positive
consequences on the whole world situation.

Amman: The recent Israeli settlement policy
was considered a re-affirmation of the Israeli
intention to annex Arab land.

Cairo: The official daily ““Al-Ahram” cal!ed
upon the U.S. to take serious steps concerning
the latest lIsraeli decision.

Turkey: In Istambul the Turkish foreign
minister Hassan Sabri Caglayangil, said that the
Israeli decision will have negative consequences
on the peace effort. He reiterated that lsraeli
withdrawal from occupied Arab land including
Jerusalem represents for the Turkish government
one of the main steps to reach a durable peace in
the Middle-East.

Kuwait: Thg Danish minister of foreign
Affairs declared that his country condemned
usurpation of terrotories by force.

W. Germany: The government of the _Fede-
ral German Republic expressed its surprise at
the recent lIsraeli decision. A spokesman for
the foreign ministry said that this damages
efforts which are being exerted to find a
settlement in the Middle East.

The U.N.: Dr. Kurt Waldheim said that this
step will complicate peace negotiations. He also
expressed his deep sorrow and called on the
Israeli Government to reconsider this policy.

Syria: Syfia has asked for emergency meetings

of the foreign ministers of non-aligned and
Islamic countries to discuss the Middle East
situation.

On August 22, the Syrian foreign minister
Abdul-Halim Khaddam, in a letter to the
foreign minister of Sri Lanka, demanded a
meeting of non-aligned foreign ministers in
New York on September 27. In a similar letter
to the secretary General of the Islamic congress
in Jeddah he asked for a meeting of Islamic
Foreign ministers in New York on September
26.

Khaddam was reported to have said in Fhe
letters, ‘‘Arab countries are facing an increasing
Israeli challege after Israel annexed the West
Bank of Jordan and the Gaza strip, and resu-
med building settlements in Sinai and the
Golan heights. This situation is dangerous for
peace and security in the whole world".

BRITISH CONCERN

In London, Britain expressed concern about
the lIsraeli government’s decision.

A Foreign Office spokesman, asked for com-
ment, told reporters:

““We have noted with concern these new
steps taken by the Israeli government. We wish
to discuss the implications of this with the
Israeli government and. others, including our
European Community partners.”

Britain, he said, urged all concerned to
refrain from taking any hinder peace nego-
tations action.

ROMANIAN CRITICISM

The Communist Party organ Scinteia said in
its editorial that ‘‘This new measure is clearly
directed toward the modification of the status
of these Arab territories, with the aim _of
occupying them perpetually. It is an act with
serious implications, which cannot but raise
new obstacles on the way to peace, to render
more difficult the finding of a just and equi-
table political solution, to add new elements of
tension in the zone.”
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AL FAJR COMMENTS ON
DECISION TO APPLY ISRAELI
LAW IN WEST BANK AND GAZA

The Jerusalem Arabic-language
newspaper, ‘Al-Fajr, on August 15
commented on the Israeli Cabi-'
net’s decision to apply lIsraeli law
on the Palestinian population of
West Bank and Gaza Strip as
regards. health, education and
employment. The newspaper said
that the decision implies that the
West Bank and Gaza Strip popula-
tion would pay more taxes and
thus bear a share of the inflation
and the deteriorating state of the
Israeli economy. It added that this
decision could very possibly be the
first Israeli step on the way to the
gradual annexation of the West
Bank and Gaza Strip, so as to
avoid adverse propaganda.

As for the timing of this deci-
sion, al-Fajr considered it an offi-
cial announcement of Vance's fai-
lure and of Israeli rebellion against
President Carter. It added that this
decision followed two prominent
incidents that were well covered
by lIsraeli and Jordanian informa-
tion media: Dayan’s hosting of
certain popularly rejected West
Bnak and Gaza Strip personalities
in the presence of Mr. Vance: and
King Hussein’s hosting of several
other undesirable Palestinian per-
sonalities during his silver-Jubilee
celebrations.

Al Fajr added that the decision
was an attempts at implementing
Dayan’s project which aims at kee-
ping the occupied territories under
an Israeli military mandate and a
Jordanian political mandate, and
an attempt to foil the political
efforts, which news agencies des-
cribed as approaching positive
results, dealing a blow to the Ge-
neva peace conference and to the
positive lenient stand of the PLO.

The newspaper concluded its
editorial by calling upon all Arab
states to ‘‘stop setting on the US
horse, which has failed to jump
over the Israeli rejection fence.”

ISRAELI SOLDIERS
ESTABLISH A NEW
SETTLEMENT

Israeli soldiers have established
a settlement in the occupied West
Bank that eventually will become
a civilian area, government sources
said on August 26.

The sources said that the settle-
ment of Reichan, nortwest of
Jenin, was established recently by
the Army'’s soldier-farmer unit cal-
led Nahal.

The decision to place a settle-
ment in the West Bank location
was made in April under the
government of Rabin, the source
said.

RAKAH WARNS AGAINST
INCREASED ISRAELI
INTERVENTION IN SOUTH
LEBANON

The lIsraeli Communist Party,
Rakah, issued a communique on
August 22 warning against the
dangers of the increasing Israeli
military intervention in South Le-
banon, which aims at foiling the
Shtaura Agreement and preventing
the achievement of an overall pea-
ce in Lebanon.

The communique declared the
increase in Israeli - isolationist
attacks against the Lebanon
against the Lebanese Nationalist
forces and the forces of the Pales-
tinian Revolution in South Leba-
non, which were made official by
Begin’s recent statements, to be a
blow to international peace efforts
in the region and a threat to secu-
rity in the region.

CALL FOR EXPANSIONIST
MEASURES IN GOLAN
HEIGHTS AND SINAI

The Israeli Minister of Religion
has announced on August 26 that
he will be submitting a proposal
for the imposition of Israeli law
on the Arab inhabitants of the
occupied Syrian GolanHeights and
Sinai. He added, during ‘a visit
lately to the village of Majdal
Shams in the Golan heights, that
since the same laws have already
been applied in the West Bank and
Gaza, nothing prevents their appli-
cation in these areas.

ISRAEL MANEUVRES
IN GOLAN HEIGHTS

The Israeli army carried out lar-
ge-scale military maneuvers in the
occupied Syrian Heights on August
3 in which artillery, tank, and air
force units participated. Following
the maneuvers, Israeli Chief of
Staff Mordechai Gur declared that
the Israeli forces should be ready
in the event of any changes in the
region.

Political observers considered
these maneuvers as an implicit
threat to the Arab states if they
refuse the US-Israeli proposals ma-
de by Secretary of State Cyrus
Vance, who was currently touring

the Arab countries.
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. pfo-Nazn‘ Vorster visits occupied Jerusalem

Zionist gunboats for South African racists

ISRAELI-SOUTH AFRICAN
NUCLEAR COOPERATION

It is to be remembered that
Israel, finding itself Isolated after
the 1955 bandung conference of
the Non-aligned countries, which
resulted in Afro-Asian solidarity
The 1956 Suez aggression
Israel presented as tool of impe-
rialism, it sought to improve its
international position by undermi-
ning the emerging alliance between
Arab and African countries.

The U.S. — sponsored Zionist
assistance program to strategically
important areas in Africa was
mainly in the form of counterin-
surgency military training which in
most cases meant counter-revo-
lution. In Africa the Zionist entity
not only fulfilled its duty to impe-
rialism but was also seeking a
geographically convenient source
of raw materials and markets for
finished products.

It is also to be recalled that
Zionist policy in Africa had been
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From the U.5.A.- via Israet - to South
Africa: nuclear delivery systems

successful temporarily to the ex-
tent that in the 1960’s some Afri-
can countries at the U.N., faced
with resolutions denouncing Israel
either voted in favour of Israel or
abstained. To cite but one exam-
ple, on the UN resolution denoun-
cing lIsraeli annexation of Jerusa-
lem; of the 20 states opposing,
9 were African including the racist
regime of South Africa.

Things started changing after
the 1967 Zionist war of expansion
against the Amb people in the
Middle East. This developed a ten-
dency among African states to clo-
se ranks and broaden their solidari-
ty with their Arab brothers. In
fact the 1973 Zionist aggression
and the Zionist ruling circles’ un-
willingness to respond positively to
African unity, as an international
African body break off diplomatic
and economic relations with the
Zionist state. Increasingly the role
of Zionism in support of imperia-

lism on the continent of Africa
was exposed. This resulted in the
strenghtening of thealready close ties
between the two racist regimes in
recognition of their common fate
in the face of the national libera-
tion movements and world opi-
nion, which was turning more and
against their policies.

The racists in South Africa,
who are second only to the zio-
nists of the U.S. in their support
for the Israeli government, who
claim to be interested in defendiryg
to national rights of the  Israelj
people, are not interested in pro-
tecting- the national rights of the
Africans who" exist under colonia-
lism and fascism in the Republic
of South Africa. Empty verbiage
on -the part of Zionists and their
spokesmen can never deny the
clearly racist and imperialist reali-
ties of Zionism in the world today.

The isolation of the two facist
racist regimes has hastened econo-
mic, political and military coopera-
tion. The most significant is the
Intensified strategic nuclear coope-
ration.

Nuclear cooperation reached its
Peak in the wake of Vorster’s visit
to Israel on 9 April 1976 which
resulted in a military pact among
Other things between the two des.

.

Africa and Namibia.

A recent report published by Afrigue-Asie maga-
zine revealed that the government of Zaire has
concluded a secret agreement with the West German
transport and rocket company Otrac, giving the
latter a free hand in an area as large as the whole of
WestVGermany. It added that rocket tests will be
carried out in this area up to the year 2000, in
exchange for an annual rent of 50 million dollars.

. The magazine stressed that this area is not suita-
ble for such tests, if international resolutions to
prevent the violation of the system of states’ bor-
ders are taken into account.

It added that this “Federal German territory’’ in
the midst of southern African territories lies near an
important centre for land, sea and railway commu-
nications on the borders of Shaba province,whose

SECRET AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE
GERMAN FEDERAL REPUBLIC
AND ZAIRE FOR ROCKET TESTS
UP TO THE YEAR 2000

i importance to the Western powers, owing to its
 natural resources like copper, cobalt and aluminium,

was revealed by recent events. The magazine said

H this region is a bridgehead of South Africa’s dreams
for encircling the progressive governments that sup-

port the liberation movements in Zimbabwe, South

Meanwhi:l_e, an Otrac spokesman has confirmed
the report in the French language magazine, in a

L _ statement he made in the West German city of
L Stuttgart to the West German news agency DPA.

perate regimes. As part of the
pact, fvealed by the US “Time’
on April 26. 1976, “Israel will sell
military hard ware to South Afri-
ca”, in exchange for, among other
things, “Enriched uranium”. This
came at a time when Moshe
Dayan, visiting France, had decla-
red “Israel must try to obtain a
deterrent nuclear power without
the help and out of the control of
the U.S.A.”. (Le Monde, Feb. 19.
1976) this signified the Zionists’
entry into a new nuclear pool of
reactionary countries, which esca-
pes control by the superpowers.

Zionist nuclear capability has
been bolstered by the US supply
of Lance missiles which are capable
of handling nuclear warheads.
Israel is also said to be developing
its “Own"" 380 mile range Jericho

Missile capable of Nuclear delivery.
As part of the military pact Israel
has vowed to provide some of
them to the South African regime.

The South African koeberg
plant, situated 20 miles north of
Capetown bought from France at
the cost of 1 billion, is producing
enriched weapons — Grade ura-
nium. With Zjonist technical assis-
tance, tass revealed recently, South
Africa is preparing to carry out
nuclear tests. This information was
confirmed by U.S. analysts who
expect the testing of ‘‘a nuclear
device within a year or sooner”.

(ILH.T. 11/8/77) the same U.S.
source revealed that Israel has
“more than a dozen’” nuclear
devices.

The nuclear cooperation betwe-
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en the world’s largest producer of
enriched weapons-grade uranium,
South Africa, and Zionist state of
Israel which has access to U.S.
technological knowhow, is but a
common strategy of the beleague-
red racist and fascist regimes.
Their joint development of nuclear
weapons would be used to
demonstrate that the racist regimes
could stand alone in defiance of
world opinion and international
opposition, to blackmail Africa,
the middle east and the interna-
tional community in their Apar-
theid policies, in their colonial
settlements and their expansion
and aggression against Africa and
Asia.

The common struggle of the
Afro-Asian world and closer coo-
peration between the peoples of
Africa and the middle East affirm
the awareness of the common
nature of the enemy to such an
extent that if one replaces Pretoria
by Tel Aviv, Africa by the Arab
World, apartheid by Zionism. The
peoples of both regions find them-
selves entrenched in the same bar-
racks facing the same enemy,

aware of the fact that victory is’

for militants who struggle against
oppression and exploitation of any

kind.
L]

ISRAEL SUSPECTED
OF STEALING U.S.
NUCLEAR MATERIALS

Washington (AP) — U.S. Central
Intelligence Agency (CIA) investi-
gators reportedly believe materials
were diverted ' from an American
plant and shipped to lIsrael during
the 1960's.

The Washington Star said Fri-
day that a CIA spokesman told
congressional  investigators CIA
investigators reached that conclu-
sion in a CIA probe launched after
agency operatives in Europe recei-
ved information that Israel had
obtained a sizable quantity of enri-
ched uranium.

Michael Ward, a congressional
staff investigator, had said last
week that ““an intelligence agency
believes there was a diversion’’ of
61 kilograms of enriched uranium

in 1965 from a plant in Apollo,
Pennsylvania. He did not identify
the agency or where the material
was diverted to.

Officials of the Energy Re-
search and Development Adminis-
tration (ERDA) and the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission (NCR) ha-
ve acknowledged that 8,000

pounds of weapons-grade nuclear |

material have been unaccounted

for over the years but have said |

they think that none of the mate-
rial was stolen. They said problems
such as book-keeping errors may
account for the inability to trace
the materials.

The Star said the CIA investi-
gation eventually came to focus on
the Apollo plant, which produced
enriched urnium fuel for U.S..
submarines ““and also had ties with
a number of foreign governments,
including a subsidiary owned in
partnership with the Israeli gover-
nment.”

SOUTH AFRICAN RACIST PRACTICES EXPOSED

South African Bulldozers, on August 13/1977
demolished African neighbourhoods after orde-
ring the estimated 26,000 African in habitants to
evacuate their shanty homes on the outskirts of
Eapetown. This is expected to make way for
European settlements, besides inducing an atmo-
sphere of terror among the civilian population
with the aim of dispersing and discouraging
resistance.

It is needless to mention that this act is
contrary to the fourth Geneva convention,
article 49, which prohibits occupying powers to
transfer populations forcefully regardless of

their motives, since South Africa like its Zionist
ally does not heed international faw under the
umbrella of U.S. imperialism.

The apartheid regime’s expropriation and des-
truction of more african villages and lands comes
as no coincidence at a time when the ultra-Zio-
nist government of Begin is going ahead with its
settlement programs and other moves of total
annexation in occupied arab land. Colonial
settler regimes need more land to fulfill the
“Milk and Honey’’ they promised for European
settlers and to check the growth of counter
immigration.
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Cyprus struggling for independence

U.S./N.A.T.O. CYPRUS POLICY
AND ITS RELATION TO THE
MIDDLE EAST CONFLICT

Just a week before his death, Makarios III, the late
Archbishop of the Autocephalous Church of Cyprus
and President of the Cypriot Republic, in an
interview with the Athens daily “Ta Nea”, bitterly
blamed the U.S.A. and N.A.T.O. for the dismember-
ment and the continued painful truncation of his
country. He said: “It is not only Greece, Britain and
Turkey which have great responsiblity but also the
United States and the N.A.T.O. allies. They could, if
nothing else, have stopped the second phase of the
invasion (in August, 1974) which was the most
catastrophic for Cyprus, and they did not. I can
reveal that the green light for the invasion was given”
(British “Guardian”, 25 July, 1977).

The late President Makarios has all his life been
fighting against the misuse and exploitation of Cyprus
as a base and spring-board of imperialism and for the
independence and integrity of the island. Anyhow, in
recent months, following the election of President
Carter, he had expressed some hopes for a new kind
of U.S. efforts towards mediation and peace for the
tormented island. But it has to be noted that when he

was addressing his people, one week before his death,
he had to tell them plainly that all these alleged
efforts had made no progress whatsoever. Indeed, the
spectacular tour undertaken by President Carter’s
special envoy to the Aegean, Clark Clifford, and all
the promising talk about an imminent “revision’’ of
U.S. policy and of a U.S. peace initiative have so far
resulted in nothing except increased military “‘aid”’
both for Turkey and Greece, while the stalemate in
the conflict from which the Turkish, Greek and above
all the Cypriot people are suffering so much, persists.

An ““‘unsubmersible aircraft carrier”’
for imperialism

The history of the “Cyprus” conflict — which is
quite similar to the history of Palestine and has
many links to it — teaches an. exemplary lesson in
the tactics of old and new imperialism: in executing
direct and indirect acts of aggression and occupation;

ting countries; in instigating intercommunal strife and
fascist hatred; in driving hundreds of thousands of

in subverting governments, ‘“destabilizing” and split- } ,
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people into misery and death; in offering eventually
“aid”” and‘‘good offices” for restoring “peace’’; and all
this for no otHer purpose but to gain and retain bases
for the military domination and economic exploita-
tion of the area.

Cyprus possesses a unique strategic central position
in the Eastern Mediterranean. Consequently, in order
to understand the ordeal of Cyrus as well as the at
times ostensibly contradictory moves and so-called
“peace’’-initiatices going along with it, one must
always keep in mind some basic aims of U.S. and
N.A.T.O. strategy in the area:

— First, this strategy intends to pervert Cyprus into
an “unsubmersible aircraft carrier” backing all milita-
ry pressures and adventures of the U.S.A. in the area.
This implies also large electronic and otherspy facili-
ties (see “British ‘““Guardian” 7 January 1977).
Britain maintains, apart from its vast airbases at
Akrotiri and Dhekelia, highly secret radar installa-
tions on the summit of Olympus, which monitor
movements throughout the Middle East and eastern
Mediterranean. The information is fed directly into
the N.A.T.O. intelligence network. A complementary
electronic surveillance station is situated in the
Dekhelia base area, also under nominal British
control. Moreover, the U.S.A. in recent years has
installed and is operating a new electronic surveillance
and tele 'mmunications system of its own.

— Secondly, meddling in the problems of bi-com-
munal Cyprus which focus the nationalist dissension
between Greece and Turkey in the Aegaen, is to
provide Western imperialism with a convient means to
instigate nationalist tension, to influence external and
internal political developments in both countries and
to exert pressure in order to keepthe respective
governments depending on U.S. and N.A.T.O. “sup-
port” and “protection”. In both countries, the U.S.A.
and N.A.T.O., maintain extensive air and naval bases,
spying facilities, and depots for launching nuclear
bombs.

— In particular, Cyprus is to serve as a possible
“hinterland-base” backing the Zionist fortress
“Israel” and as a spring-board for the Middle East
tﬁreatening the Arab states. The British Akrotiri base
is increasingly used directly by the U.S.A. which also
sends out spying flights from there with U-2 recon-
naissance planes covering all activities in the entire
Middle East.

Israel itself maintains a big representation in Cyprus
which it is deploying for instance to direct the
subversion of Lebanon and to support its fascist
stooges there.
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-~ Makarios, return to Cyprus in 1974,

From British occupation to “independence”

Cypriots of Greek and Turkish origin have lived
together in good neighbourliness and co-operation for
centuries. In 1877, however, after Turkey’s defeat in
the Russian-Turkish war, imperialist Britain extracted
— in exchange for British “protection’’ against Russia
— the Sultan’s agreement to the British occupation of
Cyprus which had been under loose Turkish sove-
reignty since 1573. Now it was to serve as a further
foothold for the British empire’s domination and
exploitation of the Middle and Far East. During
World War I Britain flatly annexed the island as a
“crown colony” and imposed large military bases on
its territory. The British started to play off the Greek
against the Turkish community, and to instigate and
exploit intercommunal strife . During World War 1L,
in the confrontation with the Axis powers, Britain
offered lip-service and promises to the aspirations of
the Greek side for the “enosis” of Cyprus with
Greece. After the war, however, when a broad
national resistance movement against the continued
British occupation arose, the British colonial autho-

rities tilted towards the Turkish minority in order to
weaken and split the independence movement. This,
of course, increased tension and even hatred between
both communities,

Following the persistent and increasingly militant
Cypriot resistance as well as the general decline of
specific British imperialism, the island was finally
granted a formal independence in 1959/60. Archbi-
shop Makarios, who had been exiled as the spiritual
leader of the resistance, became the first president of
Cyprus.

However, the British did not vanish into the air.
The 1959 independence ‘treaty introduced the
N.A.T.O. powers Britain, Greece and Turkey as
military ‘“‘guarantors” of “independent” Cyprus. The
British bases became de facto N.A.T.O. bases and
U.S. influence increased. The constitution of the new
state — with a Greek community of about 520,000
people and a Turkish one of about 120,000 — gave
disproportionate rights to the Turkish side which
made it in fact hardly workable. All this bore the
seeds for new conflicts. It turned out that the
N.A.T.O. powers, and especially the U.S.A., intended
to prevent Cyprus from becoming really independent.

U.S. Cyprus policy: destabilization
and partition

The early years of the Cyprus republic witnessed
the failure in overcoming the inter-communal dissen-
sion and passions, the burden of the past. As a result,
the Turkish minority was rather suppressed despite its
extensive formal rights. .At the same time, the U.S.A.
increased pressure on the Cyprus government and
extended its attempts to exert influence and pressure
on both Greece and Turkey via Cyprus. In 1964, after
heavy clashes between Greek and Turkis}TCypriots
and a first threat of military intervention on the part
of the Turkish government, the U.S.A., in a special
message to the Greek Papandreou government,
offered ‘“‘to apply utmost pressure and persuasion to
get the Turks to give up any claim for sovereign
territory on Cyprus” — in exchange for the conces-
sion on the part of Greece of large U.S. military
facilities, especially bases for the U.S. sixth fleet. The
Greek government’s refusal to give away such bases
was one of the reasons why the U.S.A. staged the
fascist coup in Greece in 1967. Following the
installation of the terror junta in Greece which soon
conceded large military facilities and bases to the
U.S.A. in addition to the existing N.A.T.A. bases, the
C.I.A. intensified its covert support for those chau-
vinist Greek-Cypriot forces which called for a fascist-
dominated and U.S. - sponsored:  ‘“‘enosis” with
Greece. This, of course, was not only of service for
keeping the Makarios government under pressure, but
also for exerting influence on the Turkish scene,
where, conversely, chauvinist forces were nourished,
also relying on U.S. and N.A.T.O. support.

The Makarios government which had earlier always
favoured anti-imperialist “enosis” with Greece and

Was now aware that pan-Greek nationalism for the
time being served reactionary interests and forces,
strove to maintain, with the help of non-aligned

countries and the Socialist camp, an independent
in-between position for Cyprus. Different attempts
on the President’s life failed, but the C.I.A. did not
stop the conspiracy. Of course, such a triangular game
in which U.S. and N.A.T.O. imperialism tries to
exploit and play the chauvinist forces in Greece,
Turkey and Cyprus against each other, bears many
contradictions and dangers. Not only does it threa-
tens to trigger off an inter-N.A.T.O. military confron-
tation; it also creates and meets increasing rage and
resistance on the part of the Greek, Turkish and
Cypriot peoples.

In July 1974, the situation exploded when a fascist
coup was staged against the Makarios government,
with the backing of the fascist Greek Junta and the
blessing of the CIA. However, Makarios, the symbol
of Cypriot independence, escaped assassination. But
Turkey reacted by seizing the opportunity to invade
the northern part of Qypr_us The main result of all the
turmoil was, apart from the crumbling of the Greek
junta, a bloodbath among the Greek and Turkish
communities with thousands slaughtered or missing.
More than 200,000 people — about one third of the
entire population — were driven from their homes
and made refugees.

This led to the de-facto partition of the island.
After all this, the perverse “worth’’ of the N.A.T.O.
countries’ so-called “guarantees’ for the integrity and
independence of Cyprus became obvious. As soon as
it had become clear that the concept of a fascist coup
and ‘““enosis” had failed, the U.S.A. and the other
N.A.T.O. ‘“‘guarantors” quickly shifted towards
backing the Turkish occupation and the de-facto
partition of the island. While outwardly sponsoring
so-called peace negotiations, They even gave a secret
“green light” for another expansion of the Turkish
occupation in August 1974, now covering nearly
40 o/o of Cyprus and cementing the dismemberment
of the island and the division of its tormented
population.

The “new” imperialist tactic:
“peace”-initiatives and “aid”

The explosion of 1974, however, caused risky
reprecussions for its instigators themselves. Not only
did the cynical power-play threaten to escalate into
an open military confrontation inside N.A.T.O. and
thus to destabilize N.A.T.O.’s South Eastern flank.
But also Greece, shocked by the exposure of C.I.A.
manoeuvers and a wave of public indignation, with-
drew, at least formally, from the N.A.T.O. executive
bodies and reduced the use of U.S. naval bases and
other facilities granted by the junta. When the U.S.
Congress, in a move to appease the Greek side,
temporarily cancelled U.S. arms supplies to Turkey,
the Turkish government, in turn, suspended the work
of over 25 extensive air and electronic spy bases
there. Above all, the outrage of the masses in all the
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countries concerned over the dirty over the dirty
game played behind their backs and at their expense
surged up and is still increasing, with mass demonstra-
tions and protests against N.A.T.O. and the U.S.
bases. In particular in Cyprus, the parliamentary
elections in September 1976 saw a sweeping victory
for the popular front coalition, unifying the
Communist, Socialist and Democratic Parties in the

struggle for the country’s integrity and independence.

This front not only supported the late president’s
foreign policy, but also backs the new presidént,
Spyros Kyprianou, a former foreign minister who
opposed the Greek junta.

Reacting to all these developments, the U.S.A. and
N.A.T.O. have obviously begun to change the tactics
of their policies, but seemingly not the aims.

For public consumption, the U.S.A. sticks to the
U.N. Security Council’s resolution which, after the
1974 events, called for the re-establishment of the
sovereignty, territorial integrity and independence of
Cyprus, the withdrawal of all foreign troops from the
island and an inter-communal dialogue and detente.
The U.S.A. even pretended to exert pressure on the
parties concerned and not to give military supplies
and ‘“‘aid” especially to Turkey unless a peaceful
solution for Cyprus could be achieved. In reality,
however, it did everything to buy time, to “‘stabilize”
the status quo and again to increase its economic and
military influence.

First, the U.S.A. allocated ‘‘generous’ economic
and humanitarian‘‘aid” to the Cypriot government
and the refugees — the very victims of the
U.S./N.A.T.O. subversion policy. Besides, other
N.A.T.O. states, in particular West Germany, were
deployed to replace the U.S. arms and military ‘‘aid”
supplies. Likewise, the E.E.C. tried to intensify its
economic influence and grip over the respective
countries. Finally, the U.S.A. worked, in the course
of so-called ‘‘peace’’-talks and ‘“mediation’ missions
and in exchange for extensive ‘“aid” offers, to get its
military bases re-opened, step by step, and instead of
bringing = peace ahd solution for the people, to
uphold the partition and tension in Cyprus. In 1976,
the outgoing Ford-Kissinger administration drafted
two subsequent ‘“defense” treaties with both Turkey
and Greece providing for $ 1,000 million and $ 700
million respectively in military ‘“‘aid” for them in
exchange for an unrestricted resumption of U.S.
military activities in both countries.

In Cyprus itself, the U.S.A. pressed the Makarios
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government to yield to the opening of an U.S.
“listening” station and also to the above-mentioned
use of the Akrotiri air-base by the U.S. Air Force, in
particular for spy operations in the Middle East. (see
also “Financial Times”, 1 March, 1975). The U.S.A.
intends also to take over completely all the hitherto
nominally British base facilities eventually.

Carter’s “‘peace initiative’” — a humbug

It is quite remarkable that the take-over of the
Carter administration in the U.S.A. raised another
wave of ‘“‘peace’ talk and promises which stirred up
considerable hopes in Greece and Turkey and even
among the Cypriot population. However, imperialism
apparently can not be healed by faith, and a
spectacular Cyprus mission undertaken in February
1977 by Clark Clifford, as a special envoy of
President Carter, yielded nothing except vain words
for the people hoping for a solution to their
problems. Instead, President Carter, having earlier
said he would not approve of the implementation of
the defense treaties with Turkey and Greece unless
“progress” in Cyprus had been achieved, now quietly
put these agreements into “interim” effect.

A ““chessboard” for imperialist cynism

The leading imperialist West German newspaper
“Frankfurter Allogemeine Zeitung” in a cimmentary
on 4 August 1977, drew the inferences form what it
itself labelled the ‘“more or less cynical policy” of the
U.S.A. and its N.A.T.O. allies with respect to the
partition of Cyprus: “Two options are better than
one which could prove none... The Cypriots strive,
officially and with Moscow’s approval, for the
demilitarization and neutralization of the island. And,
having a U.S. radar station and bases under British
sovereignty on their territory, the more they threaten
“demilitarization”, the more the West will handle the
whole island as a chessboard and therefore consider
the present state of affairs as not just the worst one.
The West, if interested in keeping the present state of
affairs, will have to support not only Turkey but also
discretly Makarios’ successors so as to immunize them
against radicalization — despite the territorial trunca-
tion...”

Mounting contradictions and resistance.

It is unlikely that this dirty game can be continued
for long. It is betting on the maintainance of too
many dangerous political and military contradic-
tions Likewise, the capitalist ‘‘integration’ schemes
for Turkey, Greece and Cyprus at the hands of the
EEC are meeting and creating increasing difficulties
on all sides. In all the respective countries those
forces which seriously call for a final end to the
military, political and economic manipulation and the
resulting human victimization continue to rise at all
levels. Those forces strive for true national indepen-
dence without falling into the trap of chauvinist
hatred and thus also serving the imperialist plotters
and merchants.

Were it not for the interference of the U.S. and
N.A.T.O. “peacemakers” which have apparently
nothing in mind but how to keep their militarist bases
and exploitative supremacy over the whole area,
peace could have come a long time ago to Cyprus, as
well as to Turkey and Greece. Once these forces that
live on tension and partition have been eliminated, a
solution for the “Cyprus’-conflict can surely be
found, maybe with the help of true international
guarantees, providing for the unrestricted territorial
integrity, sovereignty and unity of the island con-
nected with an internal federative system safeguar-
ding the rights and security especially of the Turkish
community and its area.

Cyprus and Palestine: one destiny, one struggle

It needs no deep examination of the history of
Cyprus, the imperialist strategy of fomenting inter-
communal strife and partition and seeking for
militarist occupation and strongholds, to find out the
obvious parallels to the fate of Palestine and the
ordeal of the Palestinian people of both Arab and
Jewish origin, and the situation of the Middle East in
general.

In fact, the destiny of Cyprus will not be separated
from that of the whole area, because the very forces
which worked and are working for the partition of
Palestine and the establishment of an imperialist
f(_)rtress through Zionism, have brought about the
dismemberment of Cyrus, which they want, to serve
at the same time as a ‘“‘hinterland-base” for “Israel’
and the control of the Middle East.

President Makarios: New President Kyprianou

Turkish-Cypriot leader Denktash

The struggle of the whole Cypriot people and the'

Palestinian people is the same one. Indeed, the people
of Cyprus as well as late President Makarios have been
always been among the deepest and sincerest friends
of our people and resistance. This will continue.
Likewise, the experience of Cyprus confirms the
Palestinian struggle against Zionism and imperialism,
for the liberation of the whole of Palestine from all
kinds of imperialist bases and from sectarian and
chauvinist mania, for the peaceful and cooperative
coexistence of different national communities there.

In particular, the character and results of the latest
U.S. “peace” efforts for Cyprus will teach the
Palestinian and Arab people an instructive lesson on
the trustworthiness of and the results to be expected
from parallel moves in the whole Middle East.

In any case, peace and a solution to the grave
problems will not come to the area and their peoples
from those forces which themselves have created the
problems, and which have been always exploiting
these peoples and their unspeakable sufferings as
mere chess-pieces in their dirty games, and which still
strive — in whatever disguise — for the maintainance
and expansion of their strongholds. Peace will only
come from the common and united struggle of all the
peoples and all the communities in the area against
this domination and for true national independence,
free of any chauvinism, for the mutual recognition,
coesistence and, cooperation of these peoples and
communities, which have all been exploited and have
suffered so much at the hands of Western
imperialism.
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ARAFAT CONDOLES CYPRIOT
INTERIM PRESIDENT -

Yasser Arafat sent a cable of
condolences on August 3 to the
Cypriot interim President Spyros
Kyprianou on the death of Cy-
priot President Archbishop Maka-
rios. Arafat expressed his deep sor-
row for the death of President
Makarios, whom he described as a
loyal friend to the Palestinian peo-
ple in the most critical times; a
prominent leader of *the Non-
Aligned Movement and a firm sup-
porter of national liberation move-
ments. Arafat added that the Pa-
lestinian Revolution will continue
its support of Cypriot struggle, tg-
tally convinced that the Cypriot
people will ramain faithful to the
goals of unity and independence
set by President Makarios. He con-
cluded by expressing to the
interim Cypriot President his per-
sonal copdolences, and the condo-

o?‘the PLO and of the

- people on .&}his tragic
Arafat also sent a cable of con-

the family of the late
which he praised the

struggle of President
Makarios forithe independence and

unity of CyPrus, and his stands of

support for fthe Palestinian people
and their just cause.

MASSIVE DEMONSTRATION

OPPOSES MENAHEM BEGIN’S
TERRORIST POLICIES

A massive demonstration of
more than seven hundred people
greeted Menahem Begin, the Israeli
Prime-Minister, on his arrival at
the White House on July 9, 1977.
American joined Arab and Third
World students in an expression of
solidarity and determination to
oppose Begin’s terrorist and racist
policies in occupied Palestine. The
marchers carried banners that con-
demned Begin as a ““Terrorist Mur-
derer”’, and demanded an ““End to
American Military Support for Is-
rael”’. The demonstration included
representatives from Black Ameri-
can as well as African student or-
ganizations, and they stressed the

regimes. Spokesmen for the
demonstration mentioned that- a
large number of American and
Third World organizations partici-
pated in the demonstration which
was sponsored by the Organization
of Arab Students.

The Committee for Human Ri-
ghts for Palestinians also held a
Press conference on July 8, in
Washington, D.C. and called on
President Carter to raise the issue
of Israel’s violation of human
rights with Begin = Dr. Nasir Aruri
documented Israel’s illegal deten-
tion of his cousin, Mr. Taysir
Aruri, in lIsraeli jails without trail
for nearly two years. He made a
special appeal to President Carter
for the release of Taysir from
Israeli jails.

D.C. On July 9, 1977 and made
the following appeal to the Ameri-
can people:

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
STATEMENT BY THE
PALESTINE LIBERATION
ORGANIZATION
WASHINGTON, D.C.
TUESDAY, JULY, 19, 1977

We are appealing to the Ameri-
can people and all their progressive
and humanitarian organizations to
support the Palestinian Arab peo-
ple who have suffered enough
from Zionist-Israeli aggression.

One and a half million Palesti-
nians have lived for ten agonizing
years under an oppressive lIsraeli
military rule in the West Bank and

Gaza, denied their most basic,

racist relationship between Israel

Press Conference in Washington,

A spokesman for the Palestine human rights and subjected to
and South Africa and called for an  Liberation Organization held a torture, imprisonment and expul-
end to the two racist oppressive

sion without trial. No people have
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CHAIRMAN OF
COMMITTEE
OF TWENTY
ARRIVES

IN BEIRUT

' &L

Mr. Amado Val, Chairman of U.N. éommittéeof enty

At the invitation of Abu Lutf, head of PLO

Political Department, Mr. Amado Val, chair-

man of the U.N. Committee of Twenty for the

realization of the inalienable rights of the

palestinian people, arrived in Beirut on August
16.

Mr. Val who is also the Ambassador of
Senegal to the U.N., met with- Abu Lutf on
August 17, 1977, and discussed with him seve-
ral issues related to the work of the Committee.

Chairman Yasser Arafat, head of PLO Exe-
cutive Committee received, Mr. Val on August
19 evening whereby they exchanged views on

the current political situation, the latest develo-
pment of the Middle East crisis and the Pales-
tine Question.

On August 20, Chairman Val held a press
conference in Beirut in which he criticized the
American stand towards the Palestinian revolu-
tion and its persistant hostile practices
concerning the legitimate rights of the Pales-
tinian people.

Commenting on the amendment of the U.N.
resolution No. 242 he said “it is not possible
to amend that resolution, it requires the U.N.
Security Council to issue a new one recogni-
zing the legitimate rights of the Palestinian
people, but if all U.N. resolutions were literally
applied by Israel there would have been no
necessity to issue a new one.” He reiterated
that Security Council resolutions 242 and 338
do not constitute a sufficient base to deal with
the palestinian question, because both resolu-
tions do not take in consideration the right to
self-determination of the palestinian people.
Meanwhile the PLO considers the General
Assembly’s resolution 3236 of November 1974
as the only base for any future settlement
negotiations too solve the Middle East conflict
and its core, the Palestinian Question.
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even endured that long under such
oppressive conditions.

We demand the immediate
ending of Israeli military occupa-
tion of Arab lands, and appeal to
the American people to help the
Palestinian people in their struggle
for full freedom.

For thirty years, three million
Palestinian Arabs have been denied
the right to freedom and national
self-determination in their own
land. The Palestinians have been
denied their national, civil and hu-
man rights for too long. It is time
for all Americans to stand up for
freedom and help the Palestinian

.

demonstration in U.S.A. in support of Palestinians

people return to their homeland
and live there in peace in a secular
dmocratic society where Jews,
Christians and Muslims would have
equal rights.

We appeal to the American peo-
ple to urge their government to
stop supplying the lIsraeli military
with massive weapons of death
and destruction, contrary to Ame-
rican legislation; such weapons
have been used against innocent
civilians in South Lebanon, in the
West Bank and Gaza. We call for
peace, equality and brotherhood in.
liberated Palestine for all people,
Jews, Christians and Muslims.

U.S. LAWYERS CONFIRM ISRAELI
TORTURE OF PALESTINIANS

August 2 1977

United Nations (AP) — Israeli
military interrogators frequently
use torture to get confessions from
Palestinian Arab prisoners in the
West Bank of the Jordan River and
the Gaza Strip, a group of U.S.
lawyers back from a fact-finding
tour of the Israeli-occupied territo-
ries charged Monday.

Prof. John Quigley, who led the
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10-member delegation of the Na-
tional Lawyers Guild, told a news
conference that the Israeli viola-
tions of human rights in the area
also include deportation of Palesti-
nian community leaders, demoli-
tion of Palestinians’ houses and
deterioration of health care.

The lIsraeli government has de-
nied any allegations that they em-

ploy torturé tactics, but in recent
weeks its practices in the occupied
territories have come under sharp
international scrutiny.

“In short, we came away convin-
ced that the Israeli government
implements a policy of torture for
the annexation of the occupied

“areas,”’ said Quigley, who teaches

international law at Ohio State Uni-
versity in Columbus.

The Guild, founded in 1937 as an
alternative to the American Bar
Association, ahs been active in civil
rights and anti-war movements. It
has about 5,000 members in the
United State<

Quigley said the mission based its
findings on interviews with torture
victims, Palestinians and Israelis du-
ring their three-week trip to Jordan,
Lebanon and lIsrael.

Amnesty International, the Lon-
don-based organization working for
the release of political prisoners
around the world, has repeatedly
called for an independent inquiry
into Israeli handling of prisoners in
the occupied territories.

The London Times also carried a
four-page report in June citing
three cases of torture against Arabs.
Quigley said the mission found the
Times allegations credible after in-
terviews with five torture victims
and two lIsraeli lawyers who repre-
sent the Arabs...

He asserted that the Israeli sys-
tem of military justice provides
virtually no safequards that might
ensure against torture in security
cases. He contended that no lawyer
may be present until questioning
has ended, that little evidence be-
yond a confession is required for
conviction and that confessions are
originally drafted in Hebrew which
most detainees do not.understand.

Quigley said the group made re-
peated efforts to gain entry into
Israeli military prisons and speak
with prison officials, but their re-

quests were rejected without expla-
nation. He claimed that some mis-
sion members were harassed by
Israeli authorities. Once, at the Al-
lenby Bridge east of Jerusalem, four
lawyers were strip-searched “‘for no
apparent reason,”’ he said.

SENATOR ABOUREZK HAS
CONFRONTATION WITH

ISRAELI PRIME MINISTER
WASHINGTON,D.C.--

During Israeli Prime Minister Be-
gin’s visit to the United States on
July 20,1977, a brief confrontation
occurred between Begin and South
Dakota Senator James Abourezk.

Following a series of questions by
various Senators’ asking for Begin's
assessment of prospects for peace in
the Middle East, the confrontation
occurred with relation to Begin's
statement that Israel would not
accept an official of the Palestine
Liberation organization at a Geneva
peace conference.

"“Since the PLO represents Pales-
tinian Arabs, ‘‘Abourezk added, “is
not lIsrael setting up a deadlock in
advance by offering the Arab coun-
tries something Israel knows they
cannot accept? "’

Begin began his response by as-
king, ““Who does the PLO repre-
sent? "’ Abourezk interrupted by
saying, “They represent the Palesti-
nian Arabs and are at least as

legitimate as the Irgun or Haganah
was"’ 5

Begin launched into a long expla-
nation of the difference between
the Irgun and the PLO by saying it

was a “‘sacrilege” to compare the
two organizations stating that the
Palestinian killed civilians and chil-
dren and rejoiced while the Irgun
always apologized when civilians or
children were killed!

Further exchanges came to an
end and when Begin brought the
meeting to a close after his res-
ponse.

Abourezk said later if Israel
attempts to dictate who shall repre-
sent the Palestinians rather than the
Palestinians themselves, the chances
of negotiation are extremely slim.

MIDEAST COMMITTEE
IN VIENNA
SUPPORT ARAB MILITANTS
IN ISRAELI PRISONS

The following resolution was ado-
pted by the participant of a perfor-
imance organized by Mideast-comi-
mittee

To the Executive - Committee of
PLO

The participant of performance
byMideast-Committee'Vienna at June
28th 1977 for supporting the strug-
gle of Arab nationals in Zionist
prisons send -hearty greets to you.
Your fight for liberation of Pales-
tinian homeland had stood succes-
sfully against conspiration of im-
perialism. Your people and Your
organisation today is standing uni-
ted and shoulder by shoulder
against enemies. We are sure you
will gain your noble aim and free
palestine will be buijlt up. Wewant
to affirm our internationalist solida-
rity.

Long l_ive the palestinan struggle
Long live the Palestine Liberation
Organisation!

AMERICAN RAMALLAH
FEDERATION
SUPPORTS PLO

In an expression of full support
for the Palestinian cause, more than
four hundred members of the Ra-
mallah Federation marched in front
of the White House on July 10,

1977 demanding human rights for
the people of Palestine. The -mar-
chers carried posters that read *‘Pa-
lestinians Have Human Rights Too"”,
and called on President Carter to
end American military aid to Israel
and to support the Palestinian peo-
ple in their just struggle.

At the American Ramallah Con-
vention, held on July 7-10,1977 in
Washington, D.C. a number of pro-
minent leaders spoke in support of
the Palestinian people. Senator
George McGovern called on the
American government to recognize
the national rights of the Palesti-
nian people and criticized the Begin
government for violating human
and civil rights in the occupied
territories. He warned that Begin’'s
policies will lead to another war,
and called on the American govern-
ment to reconsider its military aid
to Israel if the Israeli government
continues to hinder peace in the
Middle East . Senator McGovern
stressed that the Palestinian people
have sufferea a great injustice, and
are therefore entitled to freedom,
self-determination and a State of
their own. The representative of the
Palestine Liberation Organisation
also addressed the convention, ex-
pressed appreciation for the con-
vention’s support and pledged that
the PLO will continue the struggle
and the sacrifices until it achieves
victory.

The Ramallah Convention adop-
ted a number of resolutions calling
on the American government to
recognize the PLO, to support the
right of the Palestinian to self-deter-
mination and independence, and to
end American military aid to Israel
due to its violations of human
rights in the occupied territories.

st

PORTUGAL READY
TO OPEN PLO
OFFICE IN LISBON

Algiers August, 1977

Portugal has declared its readiness
to open a PLO office in Lisbon.
This was announced by the new
Portugese Ambassador to Algeria in
a statement he made during the
presentation of his papers of accre-
ditation to Algeria President Houari
Boumedienne.
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UN ECONOMIC AND
SOCIAL COMMITTEE
CALLS FOR SUPPORT

OF PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

The UN Economic and Social
Council, which ended its 63rd ses-
sion in Geneva August 4, called
upon various UN Committees and
on international organizations to
carry out aid projects to the Pales-
tinian people under occupation, in
coordination with the PLO. The
Council also called on these organi-
zations to support the UN Econo-
mic Committee for West Asia in its
plans to improve the deteriorating
economic situation in the occupied
lands, as a result of Israeli occupa-

tion. This resolution was opposed
by the USA and several West Euro-
pean countries. It is to be recalled
that the UN Economic and Social
Council had earlier accepted the
PLO as a full member.

OAU TO CONDEMN
ISRAELI DECISIONS

Following a meeting on August
23 in Cairo between the Egyptian
Foreign Ismail Fahmi and African
Ambassadors to Egypt, the Ugandan
Ambassador, who is the offical spo-
kesman on behalf of the African
Ambassador affirmed that the Orga-

nization of African Unity will in
the near future issue an official
condemnation of the recent lIsraeli
decision to Legalize more settle-
ments in the occupied West Bank.
The Ugandan Ambassador who
made this press statement following
the meeting, added that the OAU
will discuss this subject at a special
ministrial conference or at the
coming session of the UN General
Assembly in New York.

.

Patriarch Elias IV

PATRIARCH ELIAS IV CALLS FOR
JUSTICE FOR PALESTINIANS

During his first hostoric visit to the United
States, his Beatitude Elias |V Patriarch of
Antioch spoke clearly and strongly in defense
of the Palestinian people. At the annual con-
vention of the Antiochian Orthodox Church in
Washington, D.C. on July 30, 1977 Patriarch
Elias 1V stressed that the only solution to the
Middle East conflict is the establishment of a
society where Jews, Christians and Muslims
would coexist with equal rights in Palestine. He
criticised Zionism and stressed that as a colo-
nialist movement it brought war and hate to
Palestine, and later on Zionism brought violen-
ce to Lebanon. He said that the Palestinian and
Lebanese people are one, united in brother-
hood and Arabism, but Israel carried violence
and war on to Lebanon in an attempt to divide

the Arabs and create new tensions. Patriarch
Elias 1V stressed that Christianity and Islam
have coexisted throughout the ages, and both
called for peace and brotherhood. He called on
Arab-Americans and Americans in general to
work for real peace in the Middle East, to
oppose the racist oppressive policies of Zio-
nism, and to support the Palestinian people
who have been denied their human, civil and
political rights. He called for the liberation of
Jerusalem and opening it to all peoples and
religions, since it is holy to Muslims and Chris-
tians also. Patriarch Elias IV met with Presi-
dent Carter as well as Congressional leaders and
explained to them that Israel’s occupation of
Arab lands is illegal, and stressed that Zionists
have no rights in Palestine from the Biblical
point of view. He called for support for the
Palestinian people and asked for an American
policy based on justice and human rights. The
Antiochian Orthodox convention adopted a
number of important resolutions calling for
peace in the Middle East on the basis of justice
for the Palestinians, their right to return to
their homeland and to live with full and equal
rights. It appealed for an end to American
massive military and financial aid to Israel at a
time when it still occupies Arab lands, asked
for the protection of the human and civil
rights of Palestinians under Israeli occupation,
and appealed for an American policy that
would show concern for the rights of the
Palestinian Arabs. The convention was attended
by more than two thousand members who paid
tribute to Patriarch Elias IV on his fist visit to
the new world.
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US NATIONAL LAWYERS
GUILD RESOLUTIONS

SUPPORT PALESTINIAN
RIGHTS

SEATTLE,WASHINGTON:
26 August

During the National convention
of the US National Lawyers Guild
in Seattle, Washington from August
18-22, Hasan Abdel Rahman, the
PLO representative, attended the
convention as a guest and gave a
speech at the plenary session of the
convention.

The Guild, a national organiza-
tion of lawyers, 600/0 of whom are
jews, adopted a resolution for the
first time in the history of the
Guild supporting the national rights
of the Palestinian people.

Following are the operative para-
graphs:

“Herefore be it resolved that the
national Lawyers Guild:-

1. Calls for the cessation of all
Israeli settlement in the occupied
territories and effect a complete
withdrawal from all territories oc-
cupied in 1967.

2. Recognizes the right of self-
determination and national inde-
pfndenoe for the Palestinian peo-
ple.

3. Recognizes the Palestine Libe-
ration Organization as the sole legi-
timate representative of the Pales-
tinian people and its right to parti-
cipate on an equal footing as a
principal party in any discussion of
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict.

4. Recognizes the right of return
or compensation for all Palestinians
displaced or dispossessed in the
creation of Israel in 1948 pirsuant
to UN resolution 194.

5. Calls for the elimination in all
the states in the Middle East of
laws, institutions, regulations and

practices which have the purpose or
effect of discrimination on the basis
o_f religion, national or ethnic ori-
gin, sex or race.
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