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TO OUR READERS

Solidarity is an important
weapon for helping the peoples
of the world overcome oppres-
sion and injustice. The support
and solidarity which the Palesti-
nian people receive heips us to
continue our just struggle for our
just cause. We are grateful for the
solidarity and support we get,
but although we have many
friends around the world, our
enemies are still strong and
formidable. They are better
armed, better ¢quipped, and
much wealthier than we.

Nevertheless, though we may
possess limited means, our deter-
mination and willingness to
sacrifice is unlimited. The world
forces of ‘liberation, of which we
are proud to be a part, are the
emerging forces, and it is to us
that the future belongs. The
forces of oppression have had
their day, and shall be consigned
to the dustbin of history.

We thank all of our friends
throughout the world for the
letters of support and encoura-
gement you have sent to us.
Surely, we and other liberation
movements will continue on the
road to victory.

RleAine

BI-MONTHLY INFORMATION BULLETIN

published in English & French, by

THE PALESTINE LIBERATION ORGANISATION

UNIFIED INFORMATION
P .O. Box: 145168, Tel. 302432
BEIRUT — LEBANON

Partial or total reproduction is'freely permitted by

“PALESTINE BULLETIN”

l CONTENTS

Editoria[BENNRRRERIEE 5 | L iah b e e ke s m o) sy e e e e e 3
P R Narmm s oL ey SN Vel R e I 5
The False ‘Pease’:

U.S. Attempts to Break Sadat’s Isolation .................. 8
NATO, Western Europe:

Second Thoughts on Middle East ....................... 10
Lebanon:

IsraelisAgaression EXpanding « . « . s oo s veniie i sis e s vaie s 12
AustralianTrade Union Leaders

SURVIVCRISEAC AT ATTACK, | it ot hiieis oo it el e 352 5 e S8 .13
Nabatiyeh — A Town Resisting

IsraclRBombing Terror - rsl s i s i Ll i s £ s e i e 14
“Selfrule’Scheme Faces Defeat . .. ... .« ... icciuaiiis =216
OcCUpPatION DIATY: . =it et b =& S5 e iy s o 5 o 8 e i Tt 18
U.N. Commission Investigates Occupation . .. ................ 21
Appeal For Freedom At Bir Zeit University ................. 22
Military Operations ....... s S e e e s B s s 24
ZiONISIUDIBEICEICE! ... o oo c siais o s al s e F gl e, e sita i e ash ke ot 26
IsraeliiColonization | AtENSITIES < & : s vew i sin o it St ve v s 28
Israel’TortunestSephardl JEWs &l vl ae ok d s v aats s st ae oo 29
The CrisiScofElsraeli ECOMOIMY & v iosss v i sie s b s.d o5 5ok ss wdme s 30
WorldiEVentsRites: . .. ou b i o s s s il e b s e 35
Ismail Shammout — The Emergence of Palestinian

PlasticrAtsSby-INasser SoOUMi ... ..vesvasvi eosimsims s e 37
SolidanityNewsssts i ..o e e A, e IR G, 39
LettegstoRPatestine. . f6 0k (e ol io,, Bl ole dne oy s d i S e 42
Palestinjantdounnalist Murdered ... .. .« coovd il viiinie smos s s 43

Yearly Subscription Rates:
Africa, Asra and Latin America
Europe, USA, Canada and Australia

All cheques should be made out to “PALESTINE
BULLETIN’' payable to our account
No. 510 805 706 1A, Arab Bank, Ras Beirut Branch,
Lebanon.

All copies of “PALESTINE BULLETIN” will be sent
by air mail.

NOTICE: “PALESTINE BULLETIN” welcomes con-
tributions, letters and articles from its friends and

readers.

THE PALESTINIAN FACT

The current Egyptian-Israeli talks about the
West Bank and Gaza are ridiculous. Both sides
are negotiating over the heads of the people
concerned and without their authorization.
Sadat’s regime is holding these talks only in
order to justify his treason, which started with
his infamous visit to Jerusalem in November
1977. He wants to prove to the Arabs and Pales-
tinians that he will not content himself with the
separate ‘‘peace’’ treaty. With these talks he
wants to remove his new label of traitor to the
Arab cause and shake off his isolation.

The Israelis, on the other hand, are not taking
Sadat seriously. While they negotiate they make
arrogant statements which show their determina-
tion to hold onto occupied Palestinian territo-
ries. They also set forth their settlement policy
in these territories and continue to bring more
and more Zionist settlers from all over the world
to be implanted there. The land on which these
settlements are constructed are private property
belonging to Palestinian peasants. Israeli laws
permit the government to confiscate Arab lands
and property under the cover of “‘security’’ pur-
poses.

The Israelis are making use of US inefficiency
in this election period. They know well that the
US presidency is vulnerable to the power of
Jewish votes and Jewish capital. They are aware
that no pressure can come from the United
States at this moments, because of the American
President’s need for Jewish support. The Israelis
make no secret of their opposition to total with-
drawal from the West Bank and Gaza. They

absolutely oppose the Palestinians’ right of self-
determination. Begin has even pledged to use
viglence if a Palestinian state is established.

The fact is that our people in the West Bank
Gaza are against the proposed self-adminis-
tration scheme. The Israelis, the Egyptians and
the US will find no Palestinians who are willing
to collaborate with them on this project. The
Palestinian people will never confer legitimacy
on the Israeli occupation of their homeland.
There will be no Palestinian Sadats to serve
Israel’s expansion and arrogance.

Nowadays the Israelis are continously shelling
and raiding Palestinian refugee camps and sout-
hern Lebanese villages. With their daily bom-
bardments they aim at intimidating the Palesti-
nians and breaking their determination and
perseverence. This war of annihilation coincides
with Israeli allegations that there are no Palesti-
nians, and that al! Palestinians are terrorists, and
that they deserve to be killed.

But the Israelis cannot fool all the people all
the time. World public opinion, which has been
misled by the Zionist propaganda machine, is
becoming more and more conscious of Middle
East realities. The emergence of the Palestinian
liberation movement and the recognition of the
PLO on the international level exceeded all Is-
raeli expectations. They cannot carry on their
manipulation of world public opinion and deny
the existence of the Palestinian people. A fact
has emerged in the Middle East, the Palestinian
fact, and the Israelis have to live with it.
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ARAFAT: U.S. HAS BECOME
OUR PEOPLE’S MAIN ENEMY

Chairman  Arafat received
comrade Yanosh Hantosh, member
of the Central Committee of the
Hungarian. Communist Party, Presi-
dent of the Hungarian Red Cross,
and Deputy President of the Afro-
Asian Solidarity Committee on May
30. During the meeting, Arafat
reviewed the dangerous situation in
South Lebanon resulting from the
continuous lIsraeli attacks, and the
US-Israeli support extended to
Sa’ad Haddad which led to the esta-
blishment of his ‘‘State’’ in South
Lebanon, to complement the racist
Israeli state. Arafat linked the daily
Israeli shelling of South Lebanon
with Carter’s declarations in which
he attacked the PLO and rejected
the establishment of a Palestinian
state, saying it would represent a
“destabilizing force’” in the region,
Arafat confirmed that these decla-
rations expose the U.S. plan, cur-
rently being implemented in South
Lebanon, which aims to occupy the
South and liquidate the Palestinian
Revolution.

Arafat concluded that as a result
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of this dangerous US-Israeli conspi-
racy, the US has become the Pales-
tinian people’s principal enemy.

FAROUK KADDOUMI MEETS
DUTCH PARLIAMENTARIANS

Farouk Kaddoumi, Head of the
PLO Political Department met on
May 29 a member of the Nether-
lands Parliament and reviewed with
him the situation in the area and
continuous lsraeli  aggressions
against Lebanon and the Palestinian
camps.

ABU SALEH MEETS
TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER

Abu-Saleh, member of the Fateh
Central Committee and the General
Command of the Assifa Forces, met
the Tunisian Foreign Minister
Muhammed al-Faitoury, in the
presence of the PLO representative
in Tunis, on May 31. Discussions
centered on the current situation in
the Middle East, the vicious Israeli-
isolationist shelling of the Lebanese
and Palestinian masses in South
Lebanon, and the results of these
recurrent attacks. They also discus-
sed the necessity of consolidating
and developing the Arab League,
following its transfer to Tunisia,
and the need to implement the
Baghdad  Summit = resolutions
against Sadat’s capitulation and the
imperialist-Zionist-Sadat ~ conspi-
racy. Abu Saleh also'met the Direc-
tor of the Tunisian Destour Socia-
list Party, Muhammed al-Sayah,
who expressed his support for the
Palestinian people’s just struggle.

PLO DELEGATION FOR
NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE
IN SRI LANKA

PLO spokesman, Abdel Muhsin
Abu Maizar received on June 3, the
Foreign Minister of Cuba and his
delegation, who were on a visit to
Syria. The meeting centered on the
dangers of the Camp David accords
and the Egyptian-Israeli treaty,
which was described as a military

pact that necessitates suspension of
Egypt’'s membership in the Non-

" Aligned Movement.

Farouk Kaddoumi, Head of the
PLO Political Department, arrived
on June 6, in Colombo, the capital
of Sri Lanka, leading the PLO dele-
gation to attend the conference of
Foreign Ministers of Non-Aligned
States. The Palestinian delegation
included Abdel-Muhsin Abu Maizar,
the PLO Official Spokesman, Basil
‘Agl, the PLO representative at the
UN Security Council, and. Rasmi
Haltoun, an official of the PLO
Political Department. Palestine is a
member of the Preparatory Com-
mittee of the Conference and a
member of the Coordination
Bureau of the Non-Aligned move-
ment.

ARAFAT RECEIVES MESSAGE
FROM SAUDI MONARCH

Yasser Arafat on June 3, recei-
ved a message from King Khaled
Ben Abdel Aziz concerning the con-
tinuous lsraeli aggressions of the
past 50 days against Lebanese villa-
ges and Palestinian camps, which
condemned the Israeli aggressions
and expressed support for the Pales-
tinian Revolution.

ARAFAT RECEIVES
DELEGATION OF
TURKISH PROFESSORS

Yasser Arafat received on June
4, a delegation of Turkish profes-
sors currently visiting the Palesti-
nian Revolution. Arafat briefed
them on the struggle of the Palesti-
nian people and the conspiracy
against their Revolution, confir-
ming the continuation of struggle
until victory. The delegation earlier
visited the Palestinian Revolution’s
institutions, Palestinian camps and
Lebanese villages in South Leba-
non. The delegation moreover
observed the damage inflicted by
the Israeli aggression on South
Lebanon.

+Chairman Arafat receives Turkish delegation

ARAFAT VISITS LIBYA

Chairman “Arafat paid a three-
day visit to Libya from June 6-8,
during which he met with the
Libyan President, Col. Muammar
al-Qaddhafi. He also met with the
Libyan Prime = Minister, Abdel
Salam Jalloud, and with Lt. Col.
Abu Bakr Younis, Chief of Staff of
the Libyan Armed Forces. Discus-
sions centered on latest develop-
ments on the Arab and interna-
tional levels, the negative repercus-
sions of Sadat’s capitulationist
agreement with Israel and on conti-
nuous Israeli aggressions against
South Lebanon.

ARAFAT RECEIVES CABLE
OF SUPPORT FROM
ISLAMIC WORLD LEAGUE

Yasser Arafat received on June
9, a cable from the Secretariat
General of the Islamic World Lea-

gue in Jedda, Saudi Arabia, reitera-
ting their full support for the strug-
gle of the Palestinian people, parti-
cularly the struggle to liberate Jeru-
salem.

POLISH CHILDREN'S CENTER
RECEIVES GIFTS FROM
PALESTINIAN CHILDREN

Gifts from Palestinian children
to Polish children were delivered on
the occasion of the opening of the
Polish Children’s Center in Beirut.
The center was opened on the occa-
sion of the International Year of
the Child, to commemorate the two
million Polish children who were
martyred during the Nazi occupa-
tion of Poland.

In a speech, the Polish Ambassa-
dor to Lebanon expressed his grati-
tude and that of the Polish Children
Center for the Palestinian gifts, and
confirmed his country’s solidarity
with the Palestinian Revolution.

PLO OPPOSES UNRWA CUTS

The Palestine Liberation Organi-
zation (PLO) denounced on June
11 planned cuts by a United Na-
tions relief agency of services provi-
ded for Palestinian refugees.

The president of the Higher Poli-
tical Committee for Palestinians in
Lebanon, Tewfik Safadi, told repor-
ters he had informed the commis-
sioner-general of the U.N. Relief
and Works Agency for Palestinian
Refugees (UNRWA), Alan Brown,
that the PLO opposed any cuts. He
said ““arbitrary measures planned by
the agency’” would deprive 93,000
refugee children of preparatoy edu-
cation “‘on the pretext” of a
36.5-million-dollar UNRWA budget
deficit.

UNRWA, originally created by
the U.N. General Assembly 30
years ago to care for Palestinians
displaced when the Zionist state
was created, estimated this year
that its expenditure would reach
162.7 million dollars. Its income,
from voluntary contributions by
U.N. members, was estimated at
126.2 million dollars.

PLO MOURNS
LATE PATRIARCH
ELIAS IV

Yasser Arafat sent a cable of
condolences on June 21 to the
acting Patriarch at the Greek Ortho-
dox Patriarchate of Antioch and
the East on the death of Patriarch
Elias 1V. The cable said that the
deceased was ‘‘a prominent sup-
porter of the just cause of the Pales-
tinian people, and an ardent de-
fender of their legitimate rights to
return, to self-determination and to
establish their independent state
over their national soil. The decea-
sed was also one of the Arab Na-
tion’s torches, defending its causes
and struggling for its sake. His cons-
cience was always moved by the
pains, tragedies and a struggle of
the Palestinian people, and his
stands were always decisive and
unhesitant.”
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PALESTINE NOTES

WEEK OF
PALESTINIAN CHILD

The Celebrations of the Week of
the Palestinian Child organised by
the General Union of Palestinian
Women as a ‘token of participatior
in the International Year of the
Child, began on June 10. On this
occasion, an exhibition of chil-
dren’s handicrafts was inaugurated
at the Beirut Arab University on
June 10, and will extend until June
18.

p—
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Exhibition of children’s handicraft '

MADGASCAR'S FOREIGN
MINISTER VISITS PLO
JOINT COMMUNIQUE

A delegation headed by the
Foreign Minister of Madagascar
Remy Richard, arrived in Beirut on
June 4,1979, for an official visit to
the PLO Chairman. Arafat welco-
med the delegation and reviewed
with them the latest political deve-
lopments in the Arab region. The
delegation in turn expressed its soli-
darity with the struggle of the Pa-
lestinian people. The delegation be-
came acquainted with the social,
economic and cultural achieve-
ments of the Palestinian Revolu-
tion, and with the latest develop-
ments in the Arab region.

“Palestine’’ is to publish an
interview with Foreign Minister
Remy Richard in its next issue.

The following is the full text of
the Madagascar-PLO joint commu-
nique which was issuedat the end
~of the visit on June 7,1979.

At the invitation of the PLO, a
high — ranking delegation from the
Democratic Republic of Madagas-
car, headed by Foreign Minister
Mr. Remy Richard, paid an official
visit to the PLO between 3 and 8
June, 1979. The delegation was
received b, Yasser Arafat, Chair-
man of the PLO Executive Commit-
tee and General Commander of the
forces of the Palestinian Revolu-
tion, and conducted talks with offi-
cials of the PLO. The delegation

=

also visited several productive units
of SAMED as well as various parts
of South-Lebanon, where it was
briefed on the conditions of the
Lebanese and Palestinian people,
who are a target of the savage
aggressions of Israel and its agent,
Saad Haddad.

"“The two delegations exchanged
points of view on various interna-
tional issues, and were in full agree-
ment. As regards the Palestine cause
and the Middle East conflict, the
head of the Madagascar delegation
referred to the contents of the last
message sent to Arafat by the Presi-
dent of the Democratic Republic of
Madagascar. He also confirmed the
continuous support of the people
of Madagascar for, and their solida-
rity with, the just struggle of the

ship of the PLO, their sole legitima-
te representative, and for their
rights of return, self determination
and the establishment of an inde-
pendent state over their national
soils. He moreover stressed that |s-
raeli withdrawal from the occupied
Arab territories, including Jeru-
salem, constitues the only basis for
a just peace in the region, and

“expressed Madagascar’s rejection of

the Egyptian-Israeli peace treaty,
describing it as a conspiracy against
peace and an additional attempt to
split the ranks of the militant Arab
and African peoples’ struggle
against imperialism. He said that
Madagascar’s independence  is

neither complete nor comprehen-
sive, if there are any territories still
under foreign occupation.

“The PLO in turn wished the
Socialist Revolution in Madagascar
full success under the leadership of
President Ratsirake. The PLO ex-
pressed support for the Madagascar
Government in its struggle to make
the Indian Ocean a zone of peace,

free of nuclear weapons, and con-

demned the imperialist military pre-
sence in the region.

"The two sides agreed to inten-
sify their struggle against imperia-
lism, racism and Zionism, and
confirmed their solidarity with, and
support for, all liberation move-
ments which struggle for self-deter-

_mination, freedom, national inde-
Palestinian people under the leader-

pendence and social progress. The
two sides also confirmed their sup-
port for the Havana Non-Aligned
Conference which will be held next
September, and Madagasca: promi-
sed to stand with the PLO in that
conference. In order to develop
relations of friendship between the
two sides on a basis of mutual
respect for sovereignty and Non-
Intervention in internal affairs, the
two sides decided to open a PLO
diplomatic mission in Tananarive
and to intensify cooperation in the
way of political, diplomatic, econo-

mic, scientific, and cultural rela-.

tions. The PLO accepted an invita-
tion to visit the
Republic.”

Madagascar
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vee IN CLEAR AGREEMENT WITH THE
ISRAELI ZIONIST OOCURATION OF
PALESTINE, CANADA’S NEW PRIME
MINISTER CLARK HAS SAID THAT
HE WiLL MOVE THE CANADIAN EM-
BASSY FROM TEL-AVIV TO
JERUSALEM! MR. CLARK SAID HE
FELT THIS WAS THE R/GHTIST....
---ER... | MEAN...
T0 DO!

1T, YOU BETTER MOVE
YOUR EMBASSY FROM LEBA-
NON 100, BEFORE THE
[SRAELIS BOME IT TO

RIGHT THING

WHILE YOU'RE AT

THE GROUND!

ARAB WORLD WARNS
CANADIAN GOVERNMENT

Arab states have unanimously
protested plans hinted at by the
new Canadian government led by
the  “Progressive  Conservative
Party’” of Joe Clark to move the
Canadian embassy in Israel from
Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. Clark’s elec-
toral campaign was heavily subsidi-
zed by Canadian Zionist capital.

The Arab League office in Cana-
da, in a joint statement of the Arab
ambassadors, warned the new Cana-
dian government of the serious con-
sequences which such a hostile
action against the Arab world
would bear: ““The announcement of
Mr. Clark does not contribute to
the establishment of the desired
just and durable peace in the Mid-
dle East. It contradicts and violates
the basic principales of the UN
Charter, the UN Resolutions

By E. Alden Prieve, Canada — see “Letters to ‘Palestine’ ”, page 42

pertinent to Jerusalem and the Prin-
ciples of Human Rights. It is of a
nature that will affect the good
relations existing between Canada
and the Arab World."”

The PLO, in a statement of June
6, 1979, warned Canada against “‘a
dangerous step”. It called the plan
an “‘act of aggression violating inter-
national law’’ for which Canada
would have to pay the price. It
added that the Canadian decision
would be a decision prompted “by
the U.S. administration as part of
the conspiracy against the Palesti-
nian people.”

The Arab and Muslim Communi-
ties in Ottawa, on June 9, 1979,
staged a demonstration, to protest
against the Canadian Government’s
intentions and to show their sup-
port for the Palestinian struggle.
The demonstration started at the
Ottawa Mosque and headed for the

Parliament building and then for
the Prime Minister’s official residen-
ce. Arab and Muslim organizations
across Canada condemned the
government’s intentions and the
Council of Muslim Communities
declared June 23 and 24 as “‘Jeru-
salem \Veek-end”” and asked all
Muslims to express their disgust at
the government’s intentions and
show their solidarity with the Pales-
tinian people.

The Clark plan also has raised
fears in the Canadian business com-
munity that dealings with Arab
countries, estimated at about
$ billion annually, will be damaged
seriously.

In a declaration made on June
7,1979, by the new Canadian
Foreign Minister, Flora MacDonald,
the new government declared it
would “take into account’” - the
protests.
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THE FALSE ‘PEACE":

U.S. ATTEMPTS TO BREAK
SADAT’S ISOLATION

Egyptian head of state Sadat is becoming
more and more isolated after signing his US
sponsored pact with the Zionist state of Israel.
Twenty Arab countries who had earlier broken
off relations with him have stepped up econo-
mic, political and military sanctions. [slamic
countries which had refused to receive his dele-
gation to their Fez, Morocco, meeting are taking
measures intended to combat his pro-Zionist

scheme. These steps have resulted in his total

isolation in the Arab and Islamic world.

Moreover, the international community is
openly criticizing his initiative as a step doomed
to fail and unable to bring peace. Internally, the
Egyptian people are getting more and more
critical of his policy, because his claims of
prosperity after the ““peace’” treaty have resulted
in Egypt’s isolation from its /‘Arab brethren,
while the Egyptians have been plunged deeper
into misery.

In the wake of such developments the US
government has resorted to desperate moves
intended to break Sadat’s isolation regionally
and declining popularity internally. This comes
within the US’s intention declared time and
again, of maintaining its hegemony over the
Middle East by saving Sadat’s capitulationary
moves.

THE JAVITS MISSION

New York Senator Jacob Javits was sent to
the Sudan in early June as a personal emissary of
President Carter. The State Department on 28
May pointed out that Javits’ mission was ‘“‘to
learn what assistance the government of Presi-
dent Gaafar Numeiri needs for its army and its
economy. The Javits mission is a further indica-
tion of the importance the President attaches to
our relations with Sudan.”

President Carter’s decision to send Javits, the
strongest supporter of Israeli expansionism in
the US Senate, who also recently sponsored a
Senate resolution condemning the lranian revo-
lution, indicates the comprehensiveness of this
seemingly bilateral mission. The State Depart-

8 — June 16-30, 79

ment’s statement pointed out that Sudan had
become a partner of the US because it “has
shown sympathy for President Anwar Sadat’s
peace making efforts with Israel”’. At the end of
Javits’ visit it was disclosed that the Sudanese
leader is to be rewarded $ 187 million in military
and economic aid for his imperialist-Zionist or-
bit.

On his way back, Javits also visited Morocco
in his capacity @ member of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee. After his brief visit it was
learned that he had asked the Moroccan govern-
ment to mediate between Arab ‘“moderates’” and
the US government in exchange for stepped-up
American support against the Polisario move-
ment.

The US is also known to be putting pressure
on ‘““moderate’’ African leaders to support Sa-
dat’s initiative.

THE O.A.U. OPTION

The US government and Sadat have not
delayed to indicate to the world that the disen-

EGYPTIAN ‘FRONTIER’ GUARDS
SHOOT ARABS IN SINAI

According to a report by ““Tass’’ news agency
based on informations from Tel Aviv on June 6,
1979, Egyptian “border guards killed one Arab
and wounded another in the northern Sinai,
while they were crossing the new ‘frontier’

created when Israel restored the town of El
Arish to Egypt. The Israeli authorities, for their
part, have arrested 19 beduins who wanted to
cross the ‘border’. As a consequence of the
separate Egyptian-Israeli deal, the Arab popula-
tion finds itslef trapped: Now, not only the
Israeli authorities, but also those of Egypt,

- prevent the Arabs from moving through their

land and meeting their relatives.

Sadat isolated

gagement of Egyptian forces from the Sinai will
enable them to play a more active role in Africa
to combat “Communist aggression”’. African re-
gimes that feel insecure, due to lack of popular
support, are expected to be rallied behind
““Sadat the Savior'’ by this make-believe slogan.

Regarding the mandate of the 4,000 man UN
Sinai Truce Supervision Force, which is to come
up for renewal at the Security Council in July,
the US and Sadat have voiced their concern that
the USSR might veto its renewal.

The official Egyptian daily ““Al-Ahram’ on 2
June reported that Egypt and the US are consul-
ting several African countries about establishing
an all-African military force to take over the
truce supervision in the Sinai.

Egypt and the US expect to mobilize enough
support prior to the coming O. A.U.summit in

Demonstration in Los Angeles, U.S.A., against the ‘peace’ swindle

Monrovia, Liberia. The argument to be presen-
ted at the summit is that the Sadat-Israeli treaty
has ended foreign occupation of African territo-
ry and therefore in accordance with the charter
of the O.A.U. it deserves the support of African
leaders.

The motion, which will be supported from
the start by the current chairman of the O.A.U.
President Numeiri of Sudan, is being backed by
US promises of economic aid and Egyptian
military support.

The US is doing its almost not only to break
Sadat’s international isolation but also to boost
his declining image internally.

THE MILITARY AID FARCE

Egypt is to receive additional economic aid
from the US to help it recover from Arab and
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THE FALSE ‘PEACE":

other international economic sanctions. But
American ‘‘economic aid’’, being essentially
capital export, does not have any immediate
visible benefits which Sadat can wave in front of
the impoverished Egyptian people. The US
government, well aware of this fact, has decided
to step up the supply of armaments.

Pentagon spokesman Thomas Ross, on 31
May, pointed out that the US has decided to
supply 12 F-4 phantom planes to Egypt in time
for the October parades. To this end 56 Egyp-
tians have arrived at Randolph air force base in
San Antonio, Texas to study English. The men
are to attend the fastest ever pilot training
program on record, four weeks, to enable them
to fly the planes in a parade. The presence of the
planes in the October parade is expected to
impress the Egyptian people who will be told by
Sadat that the planes are the fruits of his
initiative.

What neither the Pentagon nor Sadat will tell
the Egyptian people is that Egyptian pilots need
at least 2 years of training to be able to use the
planes in combat, and even then they could not
use them in a strategic sense because of their
limited number.

The Egyptian Defence Minister, General
Gamassy, spares no occasion to declare to the
Egyptian people that ‘‘American planes are
sophisticated and better equipped’” than Soviet
planes, while always mentioning at the same
time Egypt’s victory of October 1973, which
was achieved with Soviet-made weapons. He also
says that Egypt is not only to get modern US
planes but has also concluded a deal with China
to buy 60 Mig fighter aircraft. The creaky facade
of military grandeur of the Nazi caliber is expec-
ted, both by the US and the Egyptian leader, to
mobilize the Egyptian people on the side of
Sadat.
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NATO, WESTERN
EUROPE: SECOND
THOUGHTS ON MIDDLE
EAST

Several statements issued recently by Western
organizations grouping the U.S. and Western
European countries recently have emphasized
the need for a comprehensive Middle East settle-
ment and for the implementation of the legiti-
mate rights of the Palestinian people. These
statements come close to the wording of the
joint U.S.-Soviet Middle East declaration of
October 1977, which was subsequently broken
by the U.S.A. The recent statements and moves
announced by NATO, EEC, West Germany,
France etc., obviously serve several political
purposes.

The U.S., on the one hand, facing the
complete political isolation of the separate U.S.-
Israeli-Sadat deal on the Arab and international
level, merely undertakes and encourages verbal
attempts to “‘extend”’, but not to change, the
base of its policy. Therefore, the U.S. adminis-
tration may even welcome Western European

statements and ‘initiatives’ not completely in

line with Camp David, which serve as a “buffer”’
to calm down Arab and international critics of
the U.S. Middle East policy and especially to
break the isolation of Sadat.

On the other hand, these statements indeed
reflect the real deadlock and isolation of the
U.S.-Israeli-Sadat separate ‘peace’ farce, and the
internationally growing awareness of the fact,
that without the implementation of the national
rights of the Palestinian people, peace and even
limited stability will never come to the Middle
East. Besides, dissatisfaction is also growing in
Western Europe, especially in France, about U.S.
attempts to monopolize the Middle East econo-
mically and strategically especially vis-a-vis oil
supplies, thereby increasing tension in the entire
area and endangering peace, — a U.S. policy at
the expenses of the rest of the world including
Western Europe.

However, Western leaders should not deceive
themselves that they can fool the Arab world

and the Palestinian people by issuing an endless
stream of empty statements. The history of the
Middle East shows that this kind of Western
statements counts for nothing. Deeds are needed
to stop Zionist aggression and expansion, and
the continued occupation and colonization of
Arab land, and to solve the Palestine problem by
satisfying the Palestinian people’s national rights
of self-determination and democratic statehood.
Empty statements will only increase tension and
drive the region further to war. What is needed
are clear-cut positions recognizing the Palesti-
nians’ right to a state; full diplomatic and politi-
cal recognition of the PLO, the sole representa-
tive of the Palestinian people and its rights; the
cancellation of all direct and indirect military,
economic and financial aid to the settler and
aggressor state of Israel. :

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY:
ISRAELI POLICY “WRONG"”
PEACE MUST INCLUDE
THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE

In a declaration made on June 5, 1979, West
German Foreign minister Genscher criticized the
renewed lIsraeli settlement policy in the occu-
pied Arab territories. He called the decision by
the Isragli government ‘“wrong”’. The West Ger-

NATO COMMNIQUE ON
MIDDLE EAST

The NATO Council, following its ministerial
session in Den Haag on May 30 and 31, 1979, in
which the foreign ministers of the U.S., Canada
and the Western European member countries
participated, issued a communique in which it
covered Middle East issues as follows:

“Concerning the Middle East, the ministers

paid tribute to the efforts undertaken by Presi-

_ dent Carter, President Sadat, and Prime minister

Begin. They underlined that for a lasting peace
in the Middle East the participation of all parties
concerned is necessary, including the represen-
tatives of the Palestinian people, for the elabora-
tion and implementation of a comprehensive
settlement of the conflict, based on U.N. resolu-
tions 242 and 338 as well as on the respect of
the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people.”

It was also reported from the session that
France had allegedly prevented a special endor-
sement of the U.S.-Egyptian-Israeli treaty asked
for by the U.S.

‘The scarcity of oil’

man Foreign minister also affirmed that the
FRG considered “‘the unity of the Arab camp
necessary for a comprehensive and lasting peace
for all the states and all the peoples concerned,
including the Palestinian people.”” West German
press reports also said that West Germany was to
initiate a new Middle East declaration on the
part of the EEC calling for Israeli evacuation of
Arab land including East Jerusalem. However,
the West German government has still to prove
its claimed good intentions by recognizing the
PLO officially and without conditions.

FRENCH PRESIDENT CRITICIZES
U.S. OIL POLICY OF
CONFRONTATION

French President Valery Giscard d'Estaign, in
a statement on June 6, 1979, declared that
“there is no solution to the energy problems
other than that based on solidarity and coopera-
tion.” President Giscard called for “solidarity
and not competition among the consumer
countries, and cooperation, not confrontation,
with the oil producing countries. Any other

.attitude will lead to disorder and destabiliza-

tion.” The West German Chancellor Schomidt,
in an interview with U.S. “Time” magazine,
June 11, 1979, said that ‘“the scarcity of oil can
lead to war’’. He also ““deplored utterances’’ that
force, if necessary should be used to secure oil
supplies for the West.

These statements came in the context of the
aggressive announcement made by the U.S.
administration that it would subsidize U.S. oil
imports from the world market so as to uphold
and boost further the already exorbitant U.S.
energy consumption; and in response to various
sabre-rattling and adventurous announcements
and hints made by U.S. officials at the possibili-
ty of using military force to ‘safe-guard’ ‘U.S.’
oil supplies from the Middle East.
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LEBANON:

ISRAEL’S AGGRESSION
EXPANDING

Israel, in an apparent attempt to drive a
wedge between the Lebanese people and Palesti-
nian refugees, has stepped up its bombardment
of civilian areas of South Lebanon. Israeli artil-
lery and war planes have been bombing the
whole South, concentrating on Lebanese towns
and villages, while its gunboats have been shel-
ling Tyre and other coastal cities.

Palestinian and patriotic Lebanese forces on 6
and 7 June, aware of Zionist intentions, with-
drew from civilian areas in South Lebanon to
deprive Israel of the pretext it has been using to
shell them. But this was to no avail, for Israel
and its local Lebanese mercenaries led by renega-
de major Haddad stepped up heavy bombard-
ment of Nabativeh and the surrounding area,
while Israeli war planes raided Habbouch, Kfar
Roumman, Jarmoq and Wadi Alalehdor in the
Nabatiyeh region for a number of consecutive
days.

The escalation of Zionist aggression against
South Lebanon is taking place under the watch-
ful eyes of UN forces, who themselves have
become victims of Israeli expansionism. In one
incident on 9 June, Israeli-chked rightist mili-
tias attacked the Dutch contingent of UNIFIL.

The attack took place at al-Mansouri, 10
kilometers south of Tyre. Apcordlng to Corporal
Edward of the Dutch contingent, after a fierce
battle with Haddad’s forces trying to take over
al-Mansouri from UNIFIL, “rightist artlll-ery po-
sitions at Tallet al-Bayada began shelling the
village. Over 30 shells landed on the village and
neighbouring areas, wounding two villagers, a
married couple.” Thousands of villagers are
being made homeless, while hundreds are being
killed or wounded. The UNIFIL, whose task is
to facilitate Israeli withdrawal from South Leba-
non, is being daily harassed to force its withdra-
wal from Lebanon, paving the way for Zionist
expansionist desgins on Lebanon.
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Fleeing after Israeli air raid on South Lebanese village

Trade union leaders Gilendening and Ryan

AUSTRALIAN TRADE UNION LEADERS SURVIVE ISRAELI AIR ATTACK:

‘NOTHING BUT M"JRDERERS
OF INNOCENT PEOPLE”

“An Australian trade union official, Mr. Tom
Ryan, General Secretary of the Food Preservers
Union of Australia, on Sunday survived an Is-
raeli air attack in South Lebanon. At least
twenty civilians were killed or injured in the
thirty minute rocket attack which destroyed
twenty shops and several houses. Six Israeli
F — 15 planes took part in the attack.

Mr. Ryan said today that, in company with
Mr. K. Gilendening, General Secretary of the
Brewry Workers Union of New Zealand, two
Italian Journalists and one American journalist,
he was visiting refugee camps for displaced Pales-
tinians in South Lebanon. The party was retur-
ning to Beirut along the coast road when the
first attack occured. The vehicle stopped and the
party took refugee in a lemon grove alongside
the coast road less than one hundred metres
from a small group of shops. During the thirty
minute attack Israeli rockets landed within one
hundred metres of where the party was taking
refuge. The party was sprayed with debris as a
rocket hit three of the shops less than one hun-
dred metres from the group. Mr. Ryan added
that the Palestinian refugee camp of Al-Beysa-
riyeh was near the area bombed and that it was
thought that this was the target of the attackers.

Mr. Ryan said that he was fortunate to have
survived the attack, as a vehicle that did not stop
as the first attack commenced but continued
along the road was severely damaged. The fate
of the occupants was not known, Mr. Ryan said,

as his party immediately left the area after the
attack. Mr. Ryan said that he considered himself
fortunate as the firstly survived the attack and
secondly he was scheduled to leave Beirut in two
days time. The unfortunate Lebanese and Pales-
tinian civilians who have to remain behind to
face almost daily attacks from Israeli aircraft, he
said, “‘my heart goes out to them.”

Mr. Ryan said that during the first two at-
tacks he was too busy trying to find somewhere
to shelter. But thw worst of the experience was
the fifteenth minute or so after the first attack,
as they were sheltering in the lemon grove and
could hear the Israeli fighters screaming in and
the shock of the rockets landing Around them:.
The group was lying in the dirt awaiting the next
wave of attacks and hoping that they would
survive that attack.

Mr. Ryan said that the Israeli pilots of Ame-
rican built planes were nothing but murderers of
innocent people unable to protect themselves
against the Israeli Air Force. The American
Government which provides the aircraft for
so-called Israeli defence are accomplices in the
murders committed by the Israel Air Force.
Mr. Ryan said, that although the experience was
very frightening, he was determined to continue
to support the struggle of the Palestinian people
to liberate their homeland from the Zionist
entity.»

(“‘Reuter” News Agency, Sunday, June 24, 1979).
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LEBANON:

NABATIYEH — A TOWN
RESISTING ISRAELI
BOMBING TERROR

In early June we went to get an eyewitness
picture of the situation in Nabatiyeh, a town in
the central part of South Lebanon, suffering
from continuous lIsraeli bombardment and air
raids. It looks like;a ghost town, and when we
were there Israeli warplanes were passing over
the area. The few civilians who were around
scattered from the scene. The tension was over-
whelming. Wherever we looked, we saw burnt or
damaged houses, bare trunks of trees and aban-
doned gardens covered with weeds and thorns.
Weeds even grew through cracks in the pavement
of the town’s streets. The town’s commercial
center is almost abandoned. The enemy concen-
trates his shelling against this part of the city.
Some remnants of cars, stones, sandbags and
electric wires are scattered here and there,

For years the Lebanese state authorities were
unable or unwilling to defend the South against
escalating Israeli raids and the Zionist schemes
of indirect or direct expansion into yet another
portion of Arab territory. However, although
the population has been decimated and has
endured much suffering, it still holds out in
heroic resistance, and the farmers are still out in
their fields cultivating land despite the daily
attacks. Patriotic forces from the Lebanese Arab
Army and other progressive forces, side by side
with the Palestinian resistance fighters, continue
to defend the land and town with their limited
means against the devastating military machine
of the Zionist aggressor.

INTERVIEW WITH PLO MAJOR ALA’A

In the regional command of the Palestinian
Resistance in Nabatiyeh we met Major Ala’a. He
received us in a dim room. We sat on tlvo
benches around a small wooden table covered
with a military map of the area, and we conduc-
ted this interview with him.

Q: Can you tell us about the general situation

14 — June 16-30, °79

in the Nabatiyeh region?

A: The general situation here has been unsta-
ble since 1972 due to many things. The Israeli
attacks against the region started in 1972. Mean-
while, PLO forces were deployed here in accor-
dance with the Cairo accord reached between
the Lebanese authorities and the PLO in 1969.
The population of Nabatiyeh at that time was
about 40,000. Now it has fallen to 4000 people,
who live under continuous shelling and air raids
from the Israelis and Saad Haddad’s militiamen.
There was a Palestinian refugee camp one kilo-
meter from Nabatiyeh, inhabited by 15,000
Palestinians, which was completely destroyed by
Israeli raids and evacuated in 1974.

The main economic resource of the people
here " is agriculture. The major cash crop is
tobacco in addition to wheat and citrus. The aim
of the current Israeli aggression is to force the
population to leave. Nevertheless, we in the PLO
and the Lebanese National Movement (LNM)
regard Nabatiyeh as a thorn in the side of the
Israelis and isolationist forces. This is because
together we are foiling lIsrael’s aggressive econo-
mic and military aspirations. The Israelis aim to
control the sources of the Litani River, which is
only 5 kilometers from the borders of Occupied
Palestine, and then to divert its waters into the
occupied territories for Israeli settlements and
agriculture. Therefore Saad Haddad’s mili-
tiamen, backed by the lsraelis, are trying their
best to control the areas surrounding the river,
and then help Israel to secure it.

Q: The Nabatiyeh sector is still subjected to
almost daily shelling by the enemy forces. What
are the consequences of this sheling?

A: Since 1972 the Israelis have escalated their
attacks against the area day after day, and now
we have two or three air raids every week. The
Israelis are trying even harder to liquidate people
and usurp their land. They fire heavy artillery of
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“We expect an upsurge in the military aggression”

different calibers, such as 175 mm, 155 mm,
160 mortars from the Israeli positions in Occu-
pied Palestine or from Saad Haddad’s enclave.
The shelling causes great damage to people’s
property, but very few casualties because the
people are experienced in the means of self-

defense and they implement civil defense measu-
res.

The highest rate of enemy shelling against the
town was 1025 in one day. An old grocer writes
in his sales notebook the daily number of shells
fl.n.ad by the enemy against the town, When |
visit h_im he tells me the exact number, though
sometimes there are so many shells in one day
that he gives up and just stops counting.

Q:_ Do you see any connection between the
Israeli aggressive escalation against the Palesti-
nian and Lebanese people in South Lebanon and
the new alliance of Carter, Begin and Sadat?

A: Everyone must regard the latest Israeli
pressures against South Lebanon as directly ari-
sing from the Sadat-Begin ‘peace’ treaty. We can
ob_serve daily how the developments in the
Middle East conflict as a whole reflect to the
different phases of Israeli attacks. We expect an
upsurge in the military aggression from the
enemy. Therefore we have to be vigilant. On the

“The aim of the aggression is to force the population to leave”

political level, we think that the parties which
signed the ‘peace’ treaty have become aware of
the fallacy of their move. This confirms our
stand that there will be no peace or stability in
the Middle East without the recognition of the
legitimate rights-of the Palestinian people. We
are determined to continue fighting until victo-
ry.

: Q_: We know that the Palestinian forces are
f|gh_t|ng side by side with those of the Lebanese
National Movement. Could you speak about the
cooperation between the two?

A: Since the start of the Lebanese civil war in
1975, we have had a joint military command,
which allows us to fully coordinate our actions.
On the administrative level, we cooperate with
the regional command of the LNM and the
Lebanese Arab Army to provide the inhabitants
with medical and food assistance. The shelling
has cqused great damage to water, telephone and
electricity networks, and we have had to repair
the damage and restore as many essential servi-
ces as possible. We have two medical centers
here. One is run by the Palestinian Red Crescent
medical service and the other is run by the LNM.
Both of them provide medical treatment free for
everyone. Even those medical centers and their
personnel have come under attack by Israeli

shelling.
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Our efforts in these fields are fruitful. The
bonds between ourselves and the people of the
area are strengthened, their morale is raised and
they have a greater opportunity to continue
living on their land in their villages.

A VISIT TO AN ANCIENT FORTRESS

About ten kilometers east of Nabatiyeh is the
12th century crusader castle, Beaufort. It is
positioned on a ridge overlooking the Litani
River and the whole area beyond. Across the
river to the east one sees the Lebanese towns

and villages of Marjeyoun, Kilayia, Deir Memas

and Khiam, which are controlled by Saad
Haddad’s militiamen. Further east is Metullah, a
town in Palestine occupied by the Zionists in
1948. The castle, built by crusaders and captu-
red by Saladin, is now defended by the forces of
the Palestinian Resistance and the Lebanese
National Movement against Israeli and fascist
attacks. lsraeli troops have many times attemp-
ted to capture the castle, but they have always
failed. One of these attempts occurred one
month ago, when lIsraeli airborne troops landed
and attacked the castle along with other Palesti-
nian positions, but they were driven out and
suffered many casualties.

We met the.commander of the post, a young
man about 25 years old, full of enthusiasm and
vitality. He told us that the fighter’s morale is
very high, despite the hardships they face in
their daily battles with the enemy. He said: “We
feel happy here because we are very close to
Palestine. We can smell the fragrance of the
citrus groves there. Every hardship we face can
be endured as long as we are attached to our
homeland and our legitimate rights.” He said
that the fighters have a comradely relationship
with the villagers in the area. Many times,
fighters go down to the fields and help the
farmers plant and harvest.

The youngest fighter at this frontline post is
called Abu al-'Ez, 14, who joined the Palestinian
Revolution three years ago. He was born in
Bteyeha, in the occupied Syrian Golan Heights.
He said that since his native village is occupied
by the Israelis, he joined the Palestinian Revolu-
tion for the sake of liberating Palestine and
other occupied territories. His relationship with
the veteran fighters is very comradely.

We left the group, and passed other comman-
do bases with feelings of admiration and respect
for the fighters. Their courage is rooted in the
coming of final victory. As one of them said:
“Through the barrels.of our guns we will attain
victory.”
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“SELF-RULE”

SCHEME
FACES DEFEAT

Since Sadat put all his eggs in the US basket,
and surrendered 99 per cent of the Middle East
cards to the US administration, he no longer has
any freedom and can only execute the orders of
his Zionist and American masters. So when the
‘self-rule’ scheme was mapped outat Camp David
I, and_ later endorsed during Carter’s
Middle East shuttle and at the El Arish meetings,
'President Sadat pretended to be a partner in the
negotiations while advocating the same aims as
Zionism and US imperialism. Not only did he
forget all his old promises not to surrender ‘‘one
piece of dirt of the occupied Arab territories to
Israel,” but he also surrendered Egyptian sove-
reignty over Sinai to Israel for at least the next
three years.

Sadat said in one of his latest speeches that
the PLO does not represent the Palestinians of
occupied Palestine, and that only he can repre-
sent them in the negotiations with the Israelis.
Of course, no one in the world will take his
words seriously. 105 nations have recognized the
PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the
Palestinian people wherever they are found. So
Sadat has to turn to his old maneuvers and
manufacture puppet elements, especially in the
Gaza Strip, to play the role he cannot. He
fabricated a Palestinian society in Cairo to recei-
ve letters and telegrams of support and approval
for his capitulationist move. Dozens of Egyptian
secret service agents entered the Gaza Strip, in
coordination with the Israeli ““Mossad”’, in order
to terrorize the inhabitants and to bribe others
into approving the ‘‘Self-rule’” scheme. The re-
sult of all these desperate attemptswas the
rejection of the conspiracy through new
demonstrations, military operations and the
liquidation of enemy agents such as Sheikh
Khuzindar on June 1, 1979. On the other hand,
the people and notables of the Gaza Strip
continuously declare their allegiance to the PLO
as the sole representative of the Palestinian
people, and they reject all plots which do not
recognize the legitimate rights of the Palestinian

people.
THE ZIONIST MANEUVER

The present leadership of Israel is carrying
out a practical plan to achieve the long-est-

_ On occasion of recent Israeli ‘withdrawal’: the inhabitants of El Arish demonstrating for Palestine and the liberation of all occupied territories

gablished aims of Zionism. In the past, the Israelis
invented many different forms of ‘self-rule’ for
the Palestinians under the occupation, starting
from Yigal Allon’s project in the late 1960’s and
ending with Begin’s current plan. All of these
plans have the same aims, which are:

1 — To maintain Israeli control over Palesti-
nian land for a transitional period, and then to
annex it to the ‘‘State of Israel” when the
subjective and objective conditions are ripe. For
the record, Israeli officials have said this about
“self-rule’": ’

BEGIN: OCCUPATION FOREVER

Israeli Prime Minister Menahem Begin told
the closing session of his Herut Party convention
on June 6, 1979: ‘“We shall arrest the members
of the (autonomy) council if they declare an
independent Palestinian state and restore our
military government in the area within 24
hours.” Begin pledged to keep West Bank and
Gaza Strip under Israeli control forever and
continue Jewish settlements there, and added:
“A Palestinian state will never be established in
Judea and Samaria (the West Bank) and Gaza...
Jerusalem will forever remain united as the
capital of Israel”.

Menahem Begin: “We never agreed to
autonomy for the (occupied) territories, but
only for the inhabitants.” (“International Herald
Tribune’’, 21-3-79)

Moshe Dayan: ““One of the fundamental
rights of Israel is to set up settlements every-
where in Judea and Samaria (West Bank) and the
Gaza Strip.”

2 — To drive a.wedge between the Palestinian
people and their sole representative, the PLO.
The lIsraelis try to do this by vieating alternative
representatives for the Palestinian people in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip, who would attent
negotiations over the “self-rule”” scheme, and
then play a puppet role under Israeli
domination,

3 — Through their ‘self-rule’ scheme, the Is-
raelis would maintain their control over the
economy of the occupied territories, which
would provide the faltering Israeli economy with
a reservoir of cheap Arab manpower, help
amend the balance of payments deficit through
a ‘policy of open bridges’ with neighbouring
Arab countries, and allow expansion of Israeli
investment and settlements in the occupied terri-
tories. This is what Israeli Foreign Minister
Moshe Dayan meant when he said, the moment
he landed at Cairo airport on June 4, 1979, “No
Palestinian state on the occupied West Bank and
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“SELF-RULE”
SCHEME
“ 'FACES DEFEAT

the Gaza Strip; Jerusalem to remain the undivi-
ded capital of Israel; continued establishment of
Jewish settlement in the West Bank and Gaza.”
For more Jewish settlements, in addition to the
48 settlements already set up, the Israelis plan to
confiscate 1/4 of the land of the West Bank, and
divert the water sources from Arab villages to
the Israeli settlements and irrigate their agricul-
ture fields. All these barbaric measures would
prevent the Palestinian villagers and farmers
from cultivating their lands, and consequently
turn them into wage labourers for the Israeli
labour market.

PROSPECTS FOR THE FUTURE

The 1.6 million Palestinians in occupied Pa-
lestine are regarded by the majority of Zionist
officials as a ““time bomb’’ which will one day
explode and endanger the very existence of the
Jewish state. Prime Minister Begin himself is
thoroughly aware of this reality. He said on May
5, 1979, that the final status of the ‘self-rule’
scheme on the West Bank and Gaza will be
determined by his successors. The Israelis will
not find any prominent Palestinian group, whe-
ther inside or outside the occupied territories, to
deal with in discussions on the ‘self-rule’ plot.
Sadat cannot even represent the Egyptian peo-
ple, so how can he present himself as the
representative of the Palestinians?

Mass Palestinian rejection of the self-rule
scheme, and the escalation of Palestinian resis-
tance activities inside the occupied territories,
will create an intolerable situation for the Isr-
aelis. The striking prrof of the Arab refusal to
accept any Zionist political body in the heart of
the Arab world is what happened in El Arish
during the withdrawal of Israeli forces from the
city, ending 12 years of occupation. The inhabi-
tants of El Arish, Inspite of Egyptian and Israeli
repression, attacked the remnants of the Israeli
troops and chanted slogans for the liberation of
Palestine and support of the PLO.

The “‘peace’” accord between the Israelis and
the Egyptian regime will be a “declaration of
war’’ in the Middle East. It will inflame the
area’s internal contradictions, which might lead
to the overthrow of many Arab reactionary
regimes and so escalate the pan-Arab war of
liberation against the Zionist state. These posi-
tive historical conditions will ultimately evolve
to put an end to the illusions of the imperialists,
Zionists and Arab reactionaries. They are all
trying to defer the process of change, but how
will they succeed?
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JUNE 5: STRIKE
AND DEMONSTRATIONS
IN WEST BANK

A general strike was observed in
the West Bank and the Gaza Strip
on the twelfth anniversary of the
June 5 War and the Israeli occupa-
tion of the West Bank and Gaza
Strip. The strike was called for by

the West Bank and Gaza Strip Ma-
yors, in a communique which also
condemned the Carter-Begin-Sadat
conspiracy against the Palestinians.
The communique condemned the
on-going Zionist aggressions against
Palestinian camps and Lebanese vil-
lages in South Lebanon, and called
for the termination of the occupa-
tion, and the implementation of
UN resolution 3236 regarding the
rights of the Palestinian people.

Meanwhile, the Israeli autho-
rities have imposed strict security
measures in the cities and towns of
the occupied territories, in an
attempt to frighten the Palestinians
and prevent them from expressing
their rejection of the occupation.
But in spite of these precautions
hundreds of Palestinians from
Ramallah went to al-Janieh village
where the Israeli authorities on
June 4 blew up one house and
sealed four others belonging to
Palestinian citizens.

‘ISRAELI DEMOCRACY"’

The Ramallah and al-Bireh Mu-
nicipalities are reported to have
'shut their offices in protest against
this criminal action. The Mayor of
Ramallah, Karim Khalaf, held a
press conference on June 4 near the
house that was blown up, in which
he said, “‘This is Israeli democracy
in practice”’.

On c¢he other hand, hundreds of
Palestinians and Progressive Jewish
students demonstrated in front of
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General strike (in Ramallah, occupied West Bank)

Begin’s office in Jerusalem on the
occasion of the 12th anniversary of
the Israeli occupation of the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip. The
demonstrators raised slogans con-
demning the Israeli occupation and
its brutal activities against the Pales-
tinians and calling for implementa-
tion of the Palestinian people’s
right to return and to self determi-
nation. The demonstrators asked
for the re-opening of Bir Zeit
University and the release of all
imprisoned students. During the
demonstration, the lsraeli authori-
ties arrested five Arab students,
Elias Abu Wardeh, Hussein Kayyal,
Muhammad al-Sah, Slim Atayneh
and Ghanem Farghal.

“SAVE JERUSALEM”
COMMITTEE: RESCUE
HOLY CITY

In a communique issued on the
anniversary of the June War, the
‘’Save  Jerusalem” Committee
appealed to the Arab and Islamic
Nations to rescue the holy city
from the Zionist occupation, which
is changing the historical and geo-
graphical character of the city. The

Committee indicated that these
mesures were a natural result of the
Camp David accords. It also con-
demned Israel’s arbitrary practices,
including the inhuman torture of
Palestinian citizens, and the settle-
ment campaign in the occupied
territories, especially around Jeru-
salem.

UNIVERSITY STUDENTS,
TRADE REPRESENTATIVES
AND NATIONAL
INSTITUTIONS DENOUNCE
ISRAELI OPPRESSION

Palestinian personalities in the
West Bank have strongly denounced
the repressive Israeli measures
against Palestinian citizens and
students in the occupied territories
during the latter’s recent demons-
trations, in a communique issued
by dozens of university students,
representatives of the liberal pro-
fession and nationalist organi-
zations and institutions following a
meeting which was held on June 7
in Jerusalem.

The communique denounced
measures such as the closure of

schools and universities, and the
demolition of the homes of citizens
proclaiming their rejection of the
self-rule conspiracy and the lIsraeli
occupation. It also added that
Israeli settlers attacked and shot at
Palestinian demonstrators in Hal-
houl, killing two Palestinian stu-
dents. The signatories finally called
for the right of freedom of speech,
a right of all students around the
world.

NABLUS DEMONSTRATES
AGAINST SETTLEMENTS,
RENEWED STRIKE

A general strike was observed in
the occupied city of Nablus on
June 10 and several demonstrations
were staged to protest the esta-
blishment of a new Zionist settle-
ment, Alon Moreh, 11/2 kms
South of the city. According to
reports from Nablus, tension has
been mounting since June 9, wherk
the Zionist military authorities
erected barricades inside the city
and at its entrances, and warned the
Palestinian citizens against approa-
ching the site of the settlement.

Demonstrations nevertheless
broke out on Sunday morning June
10, and thousands of demonstrators
clgshed with Israeli soldiers, thro-
wing stones and empty bottles at
them. The Israeli soldiers in turn
gttacked women and children tak-
ing part in the demonstrations, and
arrested several Palestinians.

The strike was fully observed,
according to news reports, in spite
of the Nablus Military Governor’s
threat to break the strike and turn
the city into a military area which
no one would be allowed to enter.

-At a press conference held by

the owners of land in the area
confiscated by the Israeli autho-
rities to establish the new settle-
ment, the Nablus landowners an-
nounced their attachment to their
land, their readiness to defend it,
and their refusal to sell or rent it to

the Zionist authorities because it is }

their only source of income.
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OCCUPATION
DIARY

The Israeli Minister of Agricul-
ture, Ariel Sharon, boldly announ-
ced that the land will not be confis-
cated and that its owners will keep
the ownership deeds despite its
occupation by settlers.

BETHLEHEM MAYOR MEETS
POPE AND FRENCH OFFICIALS

Elias Freij, Mayor of Bethlehem,
will meet Pope John Paul Il at the
Vatican during a planned West
European tour in mid-June.

Freij will brief the Pope on the
deteriorating situation in occupied
Palestine, and the brutal measures
practiced by the Israeli authorities
against Palestinian citizens. Elias
Freij left occupied Palestine on
June 6 for France at the invitation
of the French Government. In Paris
he will meet with a number of
French Officials to discuss the cur-
rent situation in the occupied terri-
tories, the illegal settlement activi-
ties and the continuous lIsraeli har-
rassment of Palestinian citizens.

“NO PALESTINIAN WILL TAKE
PART IN ‘SELF RULE'”

In an interview with the Frenq;h
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News Agency AFP published in
Paris on June 12, 1979, Freij stated
that the Palestinian people in the
occupied territories will not partici-
pate in the self-rule negotiations
and will fight, under PLO leader-
ship, for the establishment of an
independent Palestinian state in
their homeland. He further descri-
bed the proposed ‘self-rule’ plan as
aiming to establish a form of self-
government which legalizes a per-
manent Israeli occupation of Pales-
tinian land. Freij also condemned
the negative stand of the European
States regarding the Palestinian
cause, and called on them to take a
more active role for the achieve-
ment of a just solution to the Pales-
tinian problem.

ILO DISCUSSES CONDITIONS
IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

The 65th Conference of the
International Labour Organization
started its sessions on June 6 in
Geneva. A PLO delegation, inclu-
ding PLO official spokesman Abdel
Muhsin Abu Maizar; and Abdel
Rahim Ahmad, member of the PLO
Executive Committee, is partici-
pating in the meeting, which will
discuss the report of the mission

The people of Nablus throw stones against Israeli armored personnel carriers

sent by the PLO Director — General
to examine the conditions of Arab
workers in the occupied Arab terri-
tories. On June 8, Abdel Muhsin
Abu Maizar, delivered a statement
to the I.L.O. Pienary meeting ex-
plaining the conditions of the Pales-
tinian people in the occupied terri-
tories, the Israeli racist practices
against Palestinian workers, the
destruction of the Palestinian eco-
nomy, as well as the Israeli war of
annihilation launched against the
Lebanese and Palestinian people in
South Lebanon.

Maizar then briefed the meeting
on the Palestinian Revolution’s
clear stand towards the so-called
Sadat-Israeli peace treaty, the Camp
David agreements and the self-rule
conspiracy. He said these accords
are an invitation for more wars and
not for peace, adding that Palestine
enjoys a very important strategic
and geographical position, with
important resources, expecially oil,
and that therefore the failure to
achieve an acceptable solution for
our people and nation will threaten
world security as a whole. In con-
clusion, Abu Maizar warned Japan
and West Germany against conti-
nuing their support for the Camp
David agreement.

U.N. COMMISSION
INVESTIGATES
OCCUPATION

After being prohibited by the Israeli authori-
ties from entering the occupied territories, the
UN Investigation Commission arrived in Amman
on May 20 to examine the situation inside the
occupied territories. The committee was created
by the Security Council in a resolution adopted
March 22 by a vote of 12-0 with the U.S,,
Britain and Norway abstaining. It held eight
private meetings in the U.N. and heard a
delegation from the U.N. Committee on Pales-
tinian Rights and another delegation from Jor-
dan.

The Israeli authorities also prevented West
Bank and Gaza Strip notables from leaving for
Amman to report to the U.N. investigation
commission on ‘Israeli settlement policies in
occupied Palestine, and on the negative repercus-
sions of these settlements. The commission then
left for Damascus.

UN COMMISSION IN DAMASCUS

On May 21, the three member Committee
began listening to the testimonies of Palestinians
who were able to leave West Bank to testify. It
listened to five Palestinian citizens and to
Shaykh Abdel Hamid al-Sayeh, President of the
“Save Jerusalem Committee’’. Shaykh al-Sayeh
gave his statement regarding the religious situa-
tion in the holy city before the occupation, and
the lIsraeli measures to Judaize Jerusalem in an
attempt to wipe out its historical Arab charac-
ter. He also briefed the commission on Israeli
desecration of Islamic Holy sites, particularly
the al-Agsa and Ibrahimi Mosques, on Israeli
excavations around these sites, an aggressions
against Islamic Waqf properties and the violation
of religious laws.

Rouhi al-Khatib, the Arab Mayor of Jerusa-
lem, delivered his statement of the committee
and explained statistically the Israeli policy of
construction around the city of Jerusalem, an
attempt to encircle Palestinian quarters as a first
step before forcing them to evacuate. He went

A racist policy of annexation cnd Judaization

(Zionist settlements in Jerusalem)
on to brief the delegates on the Israeli attempts
to annex the electricity company in Jerusalem
and replace it with an Israeli one. Khatib also
talked about the Palestinian quarters demolished
by the lIsraeli authorities to force their inhabi-
tants to leave.

A RACIST POLICY VIOLATING
INTERNATIONAL LAW

On May 28, the U.N. Commission listened to
the testimony of Abdel Mohsen Abu Maizar, the
PLO Official Spokesman, Abu Maizar discussed
the practices of the Zionist movement before
and after the establishment of the state of Israel,
and pointed out the contradictions between
Israeli policies, international legitimacy and a
peace based on justice. Abu Maizar submitted
several memoranda and studies about Israeli
settlement policy vis-a-vis Palestinian land and
citizens since 1948. He also presented a special
study about lIsraeli detention and deportation
policy, emphasising the racist nature of the
Zionist entity. Abu Maizar then refuted Israel’s
claims to ownership of Palestinian land occupied
since 1967. He also refuted Israel’s pretext for
not abiding by the Geneva Convention, which
clearly prohibits annexation and settlement
under clauses 2,4,27, 1,7, and 49.

Having established that settlement is an
official policy of the Israeli government, Abu
Maizar explained to the commission the
objectives of such a policy and the illegitimacy
of the annexation and Judaisation of Jerusalem,
and the serious infringement by the Israeli
authorities on the freedom of the Palestinian
people in the occupied territories. He also
denounced the alteration of the demographic,
historical and cultural character of Jerusalem
and other sites in the West Bank.

COMMISSION MEETS ARAFAT
IN BEIRUT

The UN Commission arrived in Beirut on May }

Palestine — 21

T




29 to hear the testimonies of a number of
Palestinian militants and deportees from the
occupied territories, and to study several reports
and documents concerning this subject.

The Commission met PLO Chairman Arafat
on May 30. The meeting was also attended by
Farouk Kaddoumi, Head of the PLO Political
Department; Zuhdi al-Tarazi, PLO representative
at the U.N., and Samir Sanbar, Head of the U.N.
Information Office in Lebanon. Chairman
Arafat briefed the Commission on the conti-
nuous lsraeli air, sea and land aggressions against
South Lebanese villages and Palestinian camps,
and the brutal and inhuman practices of the
enemy such as capturing of villagers, keeping
them in detention in Israel or killing them.
Arafat also spoke about the heroic resistance of
the Palestinian citizens in the occupied territo-

ries and their struggle to regain their national
rights. He also confirmed the PLO’s confidence
in the U.N.'s ability to find a just and lasting
solution to the Middle East conflict.

COMMISSION IN CAIRO

Arriving in Cairo on May 30, the UN
committee heard from Palestinians displaced
from the Gaza Strip that the Israelis had razed
whole Palestinian villages there, forcibly evicted
their inhabitants and expropriated 12,000 acres
on which they built settlements. The Head of
the Commission announced that the committee
expects the Security Council to take certain
procedures against Israeli settlements on the
basis of the report which the committee will
present.

Israeli soldiers bar Bir Zeit officials from visiting wounded students in Ramallah hospital

APPEAL FOR FREEDOM
AT BIR ZEIT UNIVERSITY

The Washington-based Palestinian Human
Rights Campaign (PHRC) in May 1979 publi-
shed the following alarming account on the
situation of Bir Zeit University together with an
urgent appeal for support for this Palestinian
university now closed down by the Israeli
military authorities in the occupied West Bank:

“Bir Zeit University is a Palestinian university
located about twenty miles northwest of
Jerusalem in the lIsraeli occupied West Bank.
During the past decade, the university has
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suffered greatly from the military occupation. It
has been denied the most basic academic
freedom, and has frequently been the target of
harassment and violent attacks meted out by the
Israeli occupation army.

Since the signing of the Camp David
Agreements in the Fall of 1978, the repression
against Bir Zeit has intensified, often producing
violence and even tragedy for the Bir Zeit
community. On May 2, 1979, Riyad Nakhleh
Daoud, a twenty-year-old university student,
was shot in the chest by an lIsraeli settler —
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Dr. Ezra Zohar, a Professor of Medicine and
member of the Gush Emunim (the ultra-right
wing ‘Band of Believers’ ).

In the aftermath of the shooting and further
demonstrations, the Military Governor of the
West Bank ordered the closing of Bir Zeit
University and other Palestinian educational
institutions.

THE NEED FOR A
PALESTINIAN UNIVERSITY

After the Israeli occupation of the West
Bank in June of 1967, Bir Zeit College felt the
pressing need to establish an Arab university in
Palestine. Therefore, it developed B.A. and B.S.
programs, and in 1975 was officially renamed
Bir Zeit University. It currently has an
enroliment of about 1000 students. By its very
existence as a Palestinian university, Bir Zeit
asserts that the Arabs of Palestine have a future
in their own country. It enables them to acquire
a university education without having to leave
Palestine, and it trains them to work there.
Thus, it helps to frustrate Israel’s attempts,
pursued by military, economic and political
means, to force Palestinians to emigrate from
their homeland. Consequently, Bir Zeit Univer-
sity has been subject to harassment and
repression by the Israeli occupation authorities.

‘Its President, Dr. Hanna Nasir, and a
member of its Board of Directors were expelled
four years ago and since then have been forced
to live in exile. ““Three members of the Board of
Directors were declared unacceptable by the
Israeli Military Governor, including the Mayor of
Ramallah, Karim Khalaf.

In late November 1978, eighteen students
were arrested and roughly interrogated with
regard to their political beliefs. At least seven of
the students were brutally treated and injured
during these ‘‘questioning sessions’’.

Military checkpoints have become a regular
feature in the university community. Students
are regularly stopped on their way to or from
the university with their academic books and
notes checked and sometimes destroyed during
questioning.”

APPEAL

Shortly after the closing, the Palestinian
Human Rights Campaign received an urgent
appeal from the university’s Vice President,
Dr. G. Baramki. In his appeal, Dr. Baramki said:

“We are an educational institution attempting
to fulfill our role by educating our young
people, under the extreme condition of military
occupation.

“Under the extreme condition of military occupation”

_“We are not violent. The students and the
university community have been subjected to
repeated provocations. When they have respon-
ded, they have done so in a mature and

‘non-violent manner.

“In the recent past, three of our students
have been shot and seriously wounded, our
faculty and students have been subjected to
arrest, harsh interrogation, and detention for
prolonged periods. And now, our university is
closed by the military.

“If this closing continues, one hundred
seniors will not be able to complete their
degrees. This will cause them great hardship.
closing our university is shutting off a voice of
reason and learning in the area — this is not to
the advantage of anyone who is interested in
peace.

“Please assist us in our effort to reopon Bir
Zeit University.”

The “COMMITTEE OF CONCERN FOR BIR
ZEIT UNIVERSITY’, 1322 18th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036, calls on all possible
sponsors of its work and on those interested in
further information on Bir Zeit to contact it.

HEBREW UNIVERSITY PROFESSOR
JOINS PALESTINIAN PROTEST

A Hebrew University professor joined on
June 13 a Palestinian colleague from the occu-
pied West Bank in protesting against the closing
by Israeli military authorities of the West Bank's
university at Bir Zeit.

Israeli Dr. Danie| Amit of Jerusalem’s Hebrew
University and Munir Fashi who teaches mathe-
matics at Bir Zeit told a press conference that
the closing of the Palestinian university would
destroy the education process on the West Bank.
Dr. Amit said the closure was unjustified since
the Israeli authorities had never made accusa-
tions on security grounds against the university
as a whole.
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MILITARY TRANSPORT
STATION BLOWN UP ON
JERUSALEM-HEBRON ROAD

No 86/79:

Acting on orders from the Gene-
ral Command of the forces of the
Palestinian Revolution, the'‘Martyr
Osameh al-Hindi"’ unit at dawn on
May 29, planted powerful timed
explosive charges inside a military
transport station in Kfar ‘Asioun on
the road between Bethlehem and
Hebron. At noon the same day,
when the station was full of sol-
diers, the charges exploded, killing
‘and injuring several Israeli officers
and soldiers, and damaging a mili-
tary truck and the station building.
Israeli security forces immediately
blocked the Jerusalem-Hebron road
and arrested dozens of Palestinians
citizens on the pretext of checking
their identities. In its Hebrew —
language  bulletin,  Radio-Israel
admitted the operation and repor-
ted that the station was completely
destroyed, but claimed there were
no casualties. The commando unit
returned safely to base.

COMMANDO OPERATION
IN SOUTH JERUSALEM

No 87/79:

Acting on orders from the Gene-
ral Command of the forces of the
Palestinian+Revolution, the ““Martyr
Samir Abdeen’’ unit at 8:15 a.m.

on May 31 shelled Israeli military.
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positions in South Jerusalem with
heavy rockets. The rockets scored
direct hits on their targets and fires
were seen blazing from the posi-
tions. Ambulances were immedia-
tely rushed to the scene to remove
the dead and injured.

Israeli forces, supported by heli-
copters, subsequently combed a lar-
ge area of hills and the regions
South of Jerusalem, and found
another battery of heavy rockets,
set to go off soon afterwards. In its
Hebrew-language bulletin Radio
Israel admitted that a Katyusha
rocket landed near Pattir, South of
Jerusalem. The Radio reported that
the rocket was fired from the He-
bron region, and claimed that there
were no material losses or casual-
ties. The radio reported that the
army and the security forces found
another rocket set to go off. The
Israeli Military Spokesman said that
a person was arrested on suspicion
of involvement in the operation.

TWO COMMANDO OPERATIONS
IN JERUSALEM

No 88/79:

Acting on orders from the Gene-i
ral Command of the forces of the
Palestinian Revolution, a special
commando unit at 10:30 p.m. on
Friday, June 1st, launched a surpri-
se attack with hand grenades on a
group of Goush Imonim members
who were passing through the Bab
al-Asbat area near the Agsa Mosque
in the old city of Jerusalem. As a

result of the attack, most members
of this group — who usually harass’
our people in the region — were:
killed or wounded. The Arab dis-
trict of Jerusalem consequently
witnessed a wide-scale search cam-
paign which included a number of
homes and led to the arrest of
dozens of Palestinian citizens. Our
unit nevertheless returned safely to
base.

No 89/79:

The “Martyr Abu Hassan Sala-
meh’’ Commando unit on June 2
planted timed explosive charges
inside an lsraeli shop at the cross
roads between King George and
Agrieposs street in the center of
Jerusalem, despite intensive securi-
ty measures and checkpoints in the
streets, squares, bus stations, and
public places of the city, put up in
an attempt to prevent commando
operations. The charges went off as
scheduled at 11:40 a.m. injuring
several lIsraelis and destroying the
shop and several cars parked infront
of it. Explosives experts immedia-
tely combed the area in search of
other explosives while checkpoints
were erected and -the usual cam-
paign of arrests was carried out,
with dozens of Palestinian citizens
detained on the pretext of their
conneéction with the operation.

_EXPLOSIVES DISCOVERED
IN BEERSHEBA GARAGE

No 90/79:

Special commando unit “B"

operating inside occupied Palestine,

on June 4 placed a timed explosive
charge inside a garage for tractors

belonging to the Israeli Agriculture:

Ministry in the Beersheba area. At
7:00 a.m. the charge was discovered
and defused and the garage emp-
tied, while explosives experts dis-
mentled the charge and combed the
area in search for other charges.
Check-points were immediately
erected in the streets leading to
beersheba’, and several Palestinian
citizens were arrested on the pretext
of their involvement in the opera-
tion. The unit returned safely to
base. :

PALESTINIAN-ISRAELI
SEA BATTLE

No 91/79:

While engaged in a reconnaissan-
ce mission along the Israeli coast,
on Sunday, June 3, a Palestinian
naval unit clashed with two Israeli
vessels near the coastal town of
Herzliya.

The Israeli vessels trapped the
Palestinian vessel, firing at it with
machine-guns and anti-ship missiles.
The Palestinian vessel returned the
fire, and managed to escape at top

State of siege in Jerusalem (near ‘Zion’ square)

speed, but was followed by Israeli
vessels and helicopters. The boat
was finally sunk North of Naharia
after heavy air and sea attacks with
rockets killing the entire crew.

The four crew members were:
Mohammad Rajab Abou lIssa, born

in Gaza in 1952; Sa'adi Yousef

Abul A'ysh, born in 1950 in Khan
Younis; Attiyeh Ahmad Hussein
Abu Sultan; Taha Bakr.

THE AGENT SHAYKH HASHEM
AL-KHAZENDAR EXECUTED

At a time when our Palestinian
people inside and outside occupied
Palestine are unanimous in confron-
ting the imperialist-Zionist—Sadat
plots against them, and their Revo-
lution, of which the self-rule pro-
ject constitues yet another link; and
at a time when our forces in the
occupied territories are uniting and
rallying around the PLO to con-
front this conspiracy, a despicable
agent took a stand in submission to
the will of the enemy, thus beco-
ming an obedient tool serving this
enemy'’s objectives, plots and cons-
piratorial projects. This agent is
Shaykh Hasehm Nu’man al-Khazen-
dar, who undertook a series of
moves in an attempt to serve the

Zionist enemy and the agent Sadat

regime. Our people therefore under-
took to punish the above — men-
tioned agent, and on the evening of
June 1st executed the death senten-
ce on him, in order to set an exam-
ple to all those agents who submit
to the enemy’s will.
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Weizman: “A war of annihilation”

WEIZMAN: WAR OF
ANNIHILATION AGAINST
PALESTINIANS HAS
ALREADY STARTED

In a speech delivered to the
Harut Party on June 5, the Israeli
Minister of Defense, Ezer Weizman,
acknowledged that the on-going
war with the commandos is diffi-
cult and frustrating, adding that the
war of annihiliation against the
Palestinians had already started. He,
moreover, threatened to launch a
fourth Israeli occupation of Sinai,
in case the Suez Canal is closed to
Israeli ships, or in event of any
change in the Egyptian political
stand towards Israel. Weizman
added that the execution of the
“self-rule’’ project will be a difficult
task.

OCCUPATION FORCES
DEMOLISH WEST
BANK HOUSE SEAL
UP 30THERS

The Israeli occupation forces
staged a pre-dawn raid on Palesti-
nian houses in the Ramallah region.
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One house in the village of -Jahieh
was destroyed, while two houses
were sealed up in Ramallah in addi-
tion to another one in the nearby
village of el-Bireh. The Israeli
authorities claimed that the houses
had been used to harbor Palestinian
commandos on the West Bank.

Ramallah Mayor Karim Khalaf
tried to hold a news conference to
protest the house-sealing, but Israeli
troops came and ordered him to
break up the session, calling it an
unauthorized meeting. So, on Tues-
day 5 June, municipal offices, in
Ramallah and el-Birech closed in
protest against these oppressive
measures.

ISRAELI SOLDIERS
SHOOT AT FOUR
PALESTINIANS

Israeli soldiers fired with auto-
matic weapons on June 5 at four
Palestinians who were passing near
the settlement of Kfar Saba,
North-East of Tel Aviv. Having
failed to injure them, the soldiers
immediately arrested the four Pales-
tinians on charges of refusal to
abide by the lIsraeli army regula-
tion. On the same day, lIsraeli sol-
diers broke into the house of the
Palestinian citizen Nayef Khaled
Hammoud, in upper Galilee,
without giving any reason for their
action. Hammoud was arrested
together with another Palestinian
Walid Badran, 25, who was in the
same house.

ISRAEL BOWS TO
PRESSURE, FLEENER SENTENCE
REDUCED

After the escalation of the inter-
national campaign to release U.S.
citizen Terry Fleener, the Israeli
government on 30 May, reduced
her prison sentence from five years
to 21/2. The government also
reduced the sentence of Ludvina
Janssen from six years to 4 1/2.
Ludvina Janssen, a Dutch, was
convicted in 1977 of aiding the
PLO.

EXTENDING PRISON TERM
OF CATHRINE RAOUL

In Jerusalem, the lsraeli military
tribunal has extended the prison

term of the French citizen Cathrine
Raoul, who was arrested on May 21
on charges of contacting the PLO
office in Spain and offering to work
for them against Israel.

Another prisoner, Robert Fal-
conneri, 24, a French citizen was
arrested in late May on charges of
photographing military installations
between Tel Aviv and Ashkalan.

MORE POLITICAL PRISONERS

The Israeli military command
announced on June 11, that the
Israeli forces have arrested Palesti-
nians in the occupied West Bank
accused of membership in Palesti-
nian commando cells of Fateh and
the Popular Struggle guerilla orga-
nizations, and who were responsible
for commando acts in Jerusalem
and Lod. No identities were disclo-
sed, but Israeli authorities said
more arrests were expected.

In another development, the
Israeli military court in Lydd, on
June 7 sentenced a Palestinian
Woman, Fatima al-Dagag, 20, to
eight years imprisonment and three
other Palestinians to 10 years, on
charges of affiliation to the Pales-
tinian Revolution and resisting the
occupation. The same court also
sentenced two West Bankers to 18
years on charges of carrying out
commado operations against Israeli
military installations.

HA'ARETZ: ISRAELI
OPPRESSION INCREASES
PALESTINIAN UNITY

The Israeli daily newspaper
“Ha’aretz’’ in a recent issue, com-
mented on the report presented by
the Israeli coordinator of the acti-
vities of the Military Governor
General to the Knesset Security and
Foreign Affairs Committee. The
paper stated that the report does
not explain the reasons and factors
behind the increased tension in the
West Bank, the West Bank uprising
in the confrontation of the Israeli
army and security forces, or the
national awareness and unity of the
West Bank Arabs and their alle-
giance to the PLO.

The paper added that the various
forms of repression practiced by
the lIsraeli authorities, serve to de-

Palestinian family in front of their house blown up by the Israeli occupation authorities

velop the awareness of the Arabs,
and that the policies of dispersing
demonstrations by force, imposing
curfews and closing schools, only
strengthen the internal unity and
national awareness of the Arabs,
even though they have led to a
temporary calm. The paper added
Israeli policies such as closing
schools, imposing curfews, etc. only
prove the weakness of the authori-
ties, while the seizure of land and
the establishment of settlements
have led the people to unite against
the common external enemy.
Regarding the self-rule plan, the
paper said that this has further irri-
tated West Bank Arabs who would
rather remain under direct Israeli
occupation than accept the self-rule
plan put forth by Israel.

P.L.O. lives in the hearts of the
Arabs living in the ‘controlled terri-
tories’, and the lIsraeli authorities
must remember that there is an end
to every thing, especially ‘big-stick’
policy, the paper concluded.

ISRAEL’S FINANCIAL
DEPENDENCY ON U.S. GROWING

Western news agencies reported
on 22 May 1979 on the recent
Knesset debate on a motion of no
confidence brought forward against
the Begin Government. The oppo-
sition denounced the intentions of
the government to cut down the
state budget for the sake of the
salvation of the economy. By this
estimate the rate of inflation was to
be limited to 60 %, with the money
spared to be used to cover the
expenses for the withdrawal from
the Sinai peninsula. Opposition
leader Peres reproached the govern-
ment that it had deceived the peo-
ple in making them believe “every-
body could live like in America”.
As a matter of fact, Israel was
becoming even more dependent on
financial aid from the U.S.

“’Several thousand Israeli nurses
went on strike in protest against the
refusal of wage increases. As of
June 7, 1979 thousands of commu-
nal employees have also announced
a strike. At the same time, Finance
Minister Ehrlich again announced
tough measures to restore the eco-
nomy, to vote on next weekend.
The planned cuts in the budget trim
social expenditures and projects for
developing government plans. Espe-
cially affected will be the health
and educational system, social
insurance and projects for impro-
ving the infrastructure. The army,
one of the main customers of the
industry, is to be prompted to save
money. Observers say the govern-
ment wants to provoke a ‘control-
led recession’ in order to get hold
of inflation.”
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Gush Emunim fanatics preparing for new provocation

ISRAELI COLONIZATION
OF PALESTINIAN LAND
INTENSIFIES

Despite increasing international dismay at the
Israeli government’s settlement policy, Ariel
Sharon, the lIsraeli Minister of Agriculture and
Head of the Knesset Settlement Committee,
called on May 30 for intensive Jewish settlement
in the occupied West Bank and Gaza Strip over
the next 20 to 30 years. He told the Knesset
that under his plan a series of urban settlements
would be set up in the heavily populated Arab
northern sector of the West Bank, for this would
help cooperation between Israeli settlers and the
Palestinians, and will guarantee the continuation
of the so-called ‘Self-Rule’. The narrowness of
the Israeli coastline (13-15 Kms.), which is
difficult to defend, makes it necessary to
establish “‘a series of urban settlements along the
old frontiers of the West Bank”’, he said. Sharon
proposed to double the number of Israeli
settlements in the Jordan Valley (now number-
ing 25) to face the threats of the Eastern Front.
He also called for the establishment of several
satellite towns around Jerusalem which would
bring the total Jewish settler population of the
area to one million. There are now about
400,000 Israeli settlers there. He did not forget
the Gaza Strip; he proposed that six to eight
settlements should be constructed there ‘“to help
defend the Negev.”

NEW SETTLEMENT NEAR NABLUS

On June 3, the lIsraeli cabinet approved plans
to establish a new village at Alon Morei about
11/2 Kms east of Nablus. Israeli officials
suddenly turned up at the 200 acre site during
the same morning and handed out requisition
orders to Palestinian owners of the land. Almost
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immediately members of Gush Emunim moved
in and started laying the settlement foundations.
Tractors began transporting pre-fabricated hou-
ses to the new settlement, after bulldozers had
levelled the land. It is to be recalled that a recent
decision by the lIsraeli supreme court gave
occupation forces power to seize Palestlm_an
land provided it was required for security
purposes. Also, the court ruled that establish-
ment of settlements came within definition of a
“security requirement.”” Sharon, on June 7,
claimed that this new settlement has strategic
importance.

‘GOD — GIVEN RIGHT’

For his part, Israeli Prime Minister Begin
claimed that Jews had a ‘god-given’ right to
settle in the West Bank and Gaza Strip as they
were part of biblical Israel. War minister
Weizman lost no time in adding his voice to
Begin’s. Judea and Samaria’ and the Gaza Strip
were part of the land of Israel, /in the spiritual,
historical and, without doubt, security aspects”
he said. ““Also the Golan Heights were equaly
important for the defence of Israel’s northern
Galilee region”, Weizman added.

ISRAELI SETTLERS CALL FOR
ANNEXATION OF GOLAN

In a related development, representatives of
Israeli settlements in Galilee, the Jordan River
Valley and the occupied Syrian Heights are
currently collecting signatures from all over the
country on a document stating that the Golan is
an inseperable part of Israel. The decision was
taken during a meeting of the Galilee Council on
June 3, which called for the permanent
annexation of the Golan to Israel due to its
important strategic position linking the Golan to
Galilee and the Jordan River Valley.

The Head of the Israeli Regional Council in
Upper Galilee also stated that after the arrival of
the Arab Deterrent Forces in Lebanon, a new
situation has been imposed, which is more
dangerous than that following the 1973 October
War and which led to the encirclement of Galilee
from the North, East and West.

WALDHEIM DENOUNCES SETTLEMENT
PLANS

In a communique issued on June 5, in New

York, U.N. Secretary — General Dr. Kurt

Waldheim strongly denounced Israel’s settlement
plans which entail such practices as the seizure
of further Arab territory for the establishment
of illegal settlements. He confirmed that these
Israeli measures were a violation of Security
Council resolutions, and do not contribute at all
to the search for a just and lasting solution of
the Middle East conflict.

ISRAEL TORTURES
SEPHARDI JEWS

Apart from the torture practised
against Palestinian Arabs, the Israeli
police and security forces have been
accused in the Israeli establishment
press of using similar methods with
Sephardi  Jewish prisoners and
detainees.

The Sephardi Jews who figure in
these few examples constitute the
majority of the Jewish population
in Israel. They originate, in the
main, from the countries round the
Mediterranean and are treated as
second class citizens by the colo-
nialist ruling class which has its
origins in Eastern Europe. It is
noteworthy that the boy treated
the most outrageously, Sergei
Nonikashvilli, appears, from his
name, to come from the Caucasus,
(Soviet Near East). The downtrod-
den, Moslems, Christians and
Sephardi Jews constitute 80% of
the population of the Israeli state.

According to ‘’Yediot Aharo-
not”, on 17 January 1979, Yahya
Hazzan was subjected to extensive
torture resulting in the possible loss
of his right eye. His solicitor, Oded
Dovrat, reports that he was taken
to the police station in Rehovot
where he was severely beaten by
several officers (simultaneously)
trying to extract a ‘confession’.
While prostrate his head was knoc-
ked on the floor, he was repeatedly
kicked and beaten and, in addition,
he was kicked directly in the right
eye which resulted in bleeding and
loss of consciousness. At this stage
he was forced to sign a ‘confession’

g 2

without knowing what he was
doing and, as he started to vomit
blood, he was transferred to hospi-
tal where he underwent eye surge-

ry.

“Ha’aretz”, on 2 March 1979,
reporting the same incident adds
that the police officer, Maryoni,
threatened the man with 5 'or 6
years imprisonment. When Hazzan
replied that he was sure Maryoni
was dying to do "that, he was
grabbed by the throat and half
strangled, his hair was seized and he
was thrown to the floor. In the
“Ha’aretz’”” version all the police-
men kicked and punched him and it
was when he attempted to rise that

he was kicked in the eye. After

operating doctors sent him back to
custody in Rehovot but later an
independent doctor found serious
damage to the eye giving rise to
double vision and probable serious,
permanent damage.

BRUTALITY AGAINST
YOUNGSTERS

Reporting another incidem
“Yediot Aharonot” writes on 2
February 1979, that three police-
men were accused of assaulting and
wounding a young Jew, Uri Nak-
kash. The boy was arrested by a
plain clothes policeman while he
was travelling by bus. The grounds
for arrest were that the policeman
‘did not like the noisy speech and
demeanour of the boy’. In the
police station the boy was beaten
up by three policemen. He was

Yahya Ha;zan photographed while in hospital

punched in both the stomach and
the face and blows to his head
resulted in a burst ear-drum. '

"“Haolam Hazeh” reports on 7
February 1979, the story of a
soldier aged 19 who was tortured
by police in Petah Tikva. Serge,
Nonikashvilli says, “what they did
to me was terrible, | am ashamed
even to tell. At first they started to
strike me in the face and after that
a policeman pissed on me. They
pulled my trousers off and poked a
broom stick into my rectum. They
did this twice. A rag soaked in urine
was pushed into my mouth to stop
me screaming. | asked to see a
doctor but instead a young investi-
gator took me to headquarters
where | was beaten again. A police-
man told me ‘if you ask for a
doctor | will hang you and say that
you wanted to commit suicide’”’.

On 15 January 1979, the lIsraeli
press covered a similar story. A
solicitor, Z. Lidski, stated that one
of his clients had been beaten by a
number of policemen using both
sticks and fists. He was stripped,
beaten and kicked and had cold
water thrown over him. Subse-
quently tear gas was actually squir-
ted in his eyes and a broomstick
pushed into his mouth to be follo-
wed by the barrel of a gun. The
solicitor added that, in the course
of the investigation, a knife was
held near the accused’s testicles and
penis with the threat that they
would be cut off. In the end his
client was thrown down on a water
soaked floor.
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The Israeli economy is characterised by
unique forms of the capitalist mode of produc-
tion, which-to a great extent differ from the
European model of capitalism.

Ever since the Zionists started to establish.

their settlements in Palestine at the end of the
last century, they advocated and applied the
policy of ‘“Jewish labour,” which aimed to
create a Jewish working class and to purge the
Jewish economy of any foreign elements. How-
ever, this policy cost the Zionists a great deal
and curbed Zionism’s economic growth. Dr.
Omar Mohigedine said in his book “The Israeli
Economy’’ that this policy is embodied in the
“retreat of the economic norms in the face of
the ideological norms when the two are in con-
flict”. Now, thirty years after the establishment
of the Jewish state, we see economic problems,
including a rate of inflation which outstrips
wage increases, and the neglect of economists’
advice.

THE DEPENDENCY OF
THE ISRAELI ECONOMY

The Israeli economy was set up in the era of
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Exploitation of Arab labour force

imperialism by colonialist and imperialism
powers. Consequently, it served monopolist and
metropolitan aspirations in the area. Therefore,
one sees that this economy is linked and deter-
mined in terms of its structure and destiny, with
the imperialist economy and with the metropo-
litan capitalist market.

A U.S. official spokesman said on 27 April
1979, that Israel received $70 billion during the
last thirty years from the U.S.A. Meanwhile,
Menachem Begin declared in a speech at Haifa
University that “‘Israel received about $31
billion in aid from foreign sources, including $11
billion from the Jewish people since Israel was
established’’ (‘’Haaretz’’, 31 October 1977).
Israel received huge amounts of aid from West
Germany for the establishment of industrial and
agricultural networks from 1953-1965, which
enabled Israel to have a very advanced and
productive industrial base. The annual aid given
to Israel by the U.S. is about $2.5-3 billion, not
to mention the long term loans and investments
from most of the capitalist countries. So it is not
strange to find that Israeli economic policy is
governed_ by the general policy of imperialist
interests, and is determined and limited in its

development with its negative or positive respon-
ses to the common interests of metropolitan
imperialism and the Zionist entity.

One major economic aspiration of the Israelis
now is to gain economic independence in order
to regulate their economy by themselves. But all
writers who deal with this subject confirm the
incompatibility of this aim with other aims,
especially. of maintaining high standards of
living, immigration, development and defense.

THE CRISIS OF THE
WAR ECONOMY

The Israeli economy has its own problems in
addition to the general crisis of the capitalist
systems of the world. The symptoms of this
crisis are the decrease in the rate of invest -
ments; the low rate of production and export;
and the increase of imports which result in imba-
lances on the trade balance, the balance of
payments and the other consequent problems.
The major reasons behind Israel’s economic
problems are the following:

The permanent high costs of security and
war measures, including the price of new war

equipment and the expenses of the Israeli arrmy

and security forces. It is well known that the
percentage of the Israeli military budget in rela-
tion to the general budget is the greatest in the
world. For example, the military budget in 1976
reached about 38% of the total Israeli budget,
equalling I.L. 32.5 billion, and has raised the
Israeli foreign debt to over $ 14 billion (“Inter-
national Herald Tribune,”” 30 December 1978).
The value of military equipment purchased
annually by lIsrael is about $2 billion. In 1977,
the military’ budget rose to 1.L.40.28 billion,
according to ““Haaretz”” on 10 October 1977.
Israel radio said in 1974 that the ‘““costs of wars
until 6 December 1973 were equal to the pro-
duction of one complete year of the whole
population of Israel”. So far, most of these costs
are usually|covered by direct and indirect ‘aid’
from the U.S. or other capitalist countries and
institutions. For instance, the total amount of
U.S. ‘aid’ paid to lIsrael in 1973 alone was
$3292.5 million, Israel is trying to establish an
advanced milita|4y industry to meet the demands
of war and. aggression and to gain independence
from its weapon supply sources. Consequently,
Israel is directing more production and man-
power towards military industry. But this will
lead to “‘the decrease of the manpower assigned
to the other branches of productive industry...
which will lead to a rise in prices and deficit in

the balance of payments due to the decrease of’

consumer commodities and 'the commodities
assigned for export.” (Hussein Abu Namel,
“Research in the Israeli Economy”). Thus

-although the Israeli military industry has a finan-

cial base, it faces a major manpower shortage.

This has impelled the lIsraeli Prime Minister,
Menachem Begin, to declare that ‘“‘we _have
reached a situation in which the manpower
shortage in Israel has become the major factor
confining us”’.

THE SHORTAGE OF
MANPOWER

Among the most dangerous problems facing
Israel in the fields of economy, defense, and
even with regard to its future, is the shortage of
“Jewish manpower”. On the one hand, the
financial investments and the material basis for
production are losing their basic function to
produce surplus value and to create opportu-
nities of labour. On the other hand, they cannot
avoid opening the door to the “’non-Jewish”’
labour force, which contradicts the slogan of
“Jewish labour”. Even the Israeli prison service
lacks 200 men to fill the ranks of its staff,
according to a declaration by Shlomo Heleil,
Minister of the Interior. The Israeli central bank
governor, Horveich, considers the roots of the
inflation problem related to the ‘‘financial
expansion, the inflation of purchasing power
and the outflow of funds” (“"Yediot Aharanot”,
1 June 1973). Therefore, the solution to this
problem is either 1) to get more new Jewish
immigrants into Israel, or 2) to continue withthe
suppression and exploitation of the occupied
Arab territories to make full use of the labor
force there, or 3)to curb Israel’s economic
expansion to make if commensurate with the
size of the Israeli labor force. The third solution
is the worst of all from the point of view of
Israel.

The lIsraeli firms and institutions currently
employ more than 75,000 laborers from the
occupied territories captured in 1967. This
figure includes unskilled and manual laborers
whom Israel badly needs. The Arab laborers in
Israel play the same important role as the
foreign workers in Western Europe and the U.S..
Of the West, Professor Bernard Krieseir of Toloz
University says: “Immigrant labor in Europe is a

Workers on strike
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gift of resources presented by the poor to the
rich” and the European economy’” depends
upon them to such a degree that they would
cause a catastrophe if they left"” (Beirut “‘Al-
Nahar”’, 14 April 1979). So the question which
has to be asked now is what will happen to the
Israeli economy if Israel withdraws from the
occupied Arab territories and the work force of
these territories is no longer available to Israeli
firms ? This question is especially pertinent as
Arab workers are 27% of the total labor force of

INFLATION

The Israeli inflation arises from the following
causes:

1) The reasons dating from before the 1973
war:

a) The policy of settlements and the expan-
sion of longterm investments, whereby this
policy, in the light of manpower shortages,

Israel.

caused the creation of unused productive capaci-

ILO HITS AT ISRAELI
WORK POLICY
IN OCCUPIED TERRITORIES

In a detailed report issued in Geneva recently,
the International Labor Organization the (ILO)
criticises Israeli employment policies in the
occupied territories. The report is the result of a
two-week mission to the occupied territories in
March 1979. It finds that the territories have
suffered under occupation. It concedes that
unemployment in the territories is less than one

- per cent of a working population of 214,000,

But one-third of these workers are employed in
the Zionist State. Their numbers grew by 11 per
cent in 1977. This has combined with serious
emigration (20,000 a year since 1975) to keep
unemployment negligible. The daily Arab
migrants, the ILO report says, are responsible
for the 11 percent annual increase in the GNP of
the occupied territories. More than a quarter are

employed in the Israeli building industry, and
have “done much to alleviate Israel’s chronic
shortage of manpower”. “For the most part
Arab workers continue to be employed at the!
lower end of the scale in many of the more
menial, temporary or seasonal jobs to which thg
Israeli labour force seems less and less attached.

The migrants are also vulnerable to the ups
and downs of the Israeli economy. The report
notes that 9,000 were laid off in the housing
recession of 1975. The report concluded that
Israel lacks an appropriate investment and man-
power policy for Arab territories it occupies,
and this is seriously threatening the economic
propects of these areas.
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ties in many fields of industry, reaching about
40% in 1970.

b) The growth of the construction sector and
its portion of the state budget.

c) The increase in the size of the service
sector relative to the production sector.

d) The increase in defense and security costs.

2) After the 1973 war:

a) The escalation of security expenses.

b) The increase of employers in the military
sector or in its branches, such as military
industry.

All of these factors led to the devaluation of
the lIsraeli pound, which lacks gold or foreign
coverage, the rise of commodity prices and an
increase of wages. The Israeli government
adopted many measures to confront these
problems, such as the devaluation of the Israeli
pound by 43% after the 1973 war, then the
creeping devaluation by 2% every month, and
then the floating of the Israeli pound according
to market demands. Other measures are the
attraction of foreign investment to Israel to revi-
talize the economy, seeking more aid and loans
to cover the expenses of defense purchases,
decreasing consumer demand, and the raising of
exports and productivity.

THE ISRAELI ECONOMY UMDER
THE CONDITIONS OF WAR AND PEACE

Some people have argued that Israel tries to
solve its socio-economic problems by declaring
war against neighbouring Arab states, as hap-
pened in 1966 and the 1967 wars. But a hard
look at the results of World War Il in Europe
and the 1973 war in the Middle East surely
shows that war is a heavy burden for any
economy to bear.

But what has happened with the lIsraeli
economy concerning peace and war? Going
back to the period 1953 — 1967, we notice that
Israel lived well in spite of the 1956 war. Israelj
national income rose nearly 110% due to the
huge amounts of financial and industrial aid paid
to Israel by West Germany under the cover of
compensation for the Jewish properties and lives
devastated by the Nazis in World War I1, and due
to the U.S. political decision to supply, facilitate
and maintain a ‘‘strong Israel”’.

Related to this, the rate of Jewish immigra-
tion to Israel reached very high rates, especially
in 1957, 1962 and 1963. But it was very low in
the years 1953 and 1967, which confirms that
the rate of Jewish immigration to Israel is
completely linked with the state of security and
the “‘good life”. In years when Israel is insecure,
we notice the emigration from Israel equals or
surpasses the immigration to it. The period 1967

— 1973 in Israel had similar characteristics of
the former period, whether one is looking at the
rate of national income, foreign aid or Jewish
immigration. The period after the 1973 war
revealed the fragility of the Israeli economy, and
its inability to absorb the increased burdens of
war and the consequent high inflation rate.
Economic problems were one major reason for
the Labour government’s defeat in the May
1967 general elections in Israel, and the victory
of Likud as a voters’ protest against Labour’s
economic policy. Simcha Ehrlich received the
post of Finance Minister in the Likud govern-
ment and tried hard to restore the sick Israeli
economy, but he has failed and may be forced
to resign. His major policy is based on pumping
hundreds of millions of Israeli pounds into
circulation to cover wage increases, and at the
same time he wishes to curb expenditures
through levying high taxes on commodities and
by lifting government subsidies. The result has
been labour strikes, unemployment, emigration
from Israel and serious inflation.

THE IMPACT OF THE ISRAELI-SADAT
‘PEACE’ TREATY

Zionist ideology and practical policy is not
only determined by the colonialist dreams of
territorial expansion, settlement and aggression
to achieve the Zionist “‘Eretz Israel”, stretching
from the Euphrates to the Nile, but also is
motivated by the interests and greed of the
multi-national monopolies trying to strengthen
their control over the Arab and Middle East
national economies. This is the doctrine of
modern imperialism practised in the Third World
countries.

Zionism did not only achieve political reco-
gnition of its state through Sadat’s capitulation,
but it has also gained an economic ““open door”’.
The shortage of manpower of Israel can be
compensated by importing thousands of cheap
Egyptian labourers, creating more miserable
work conditions for the .Arab workers in occu-
pied Palestine. Recent reports said that Zionist
businessmen and officials were discussing the
importation of Egyptian manpower to work
inside" !srael. An Israeli Labour Ministry spokes-
man said on 10 May 1979 that Israel proposed
to import Egyptian workers to solve “the chief
problem in building the bases and the entire
infrastructure... it will help ease Egypt’s unem-
ployment problem and Israel’s chronic labour
shortage’’. Meanwhile, Sadat declared in a
speech delivered on 20 May 1979 his willingness
to have- Israeli-Egyptian economic cooperation
to set up joint projects in Egypt. This will be a
golden opportunity for Zionist, U.S. and other

Egyptian market and exploit Egyptian citizens
in their own country.

Western capital based in Israel to invade the’
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In addition, the separation of Egypt from the
front-linesArab states lined up against Israel gives
Egypt the opportunity to decrease its military
expenditures on the Egyptian front, and to use
these- savings either for reinforcement of the
other fronts, or for Israeli domestic projects..
The London-based magazine “Events’’ reported
on 25 February 1979 that Israel has expanded
its investment market in Africa in recent years,
and it now incorporates about 20 African coun-
tries, most of whom had severed diplomatic
relations with Israel. ‘‘Last year, more than $750
million was spent on road building, the develop-
ment of agriculture and water supplies...” due to
Sadat’s capitulationist stand towards Israel and
theshort-range vision of the oil-rich Arab states.

Nevertheless, the ‘‘peace” agreement and its
impact on both the Zionist and Egyptian eco-
nomies will not yield the results hoped for by its
signatories. Tibor Arnon, Deputy Director of the
Israeli Manufacturers’ Association, referring to
the cost of withdrawal from Sinai and the cost
of new bases in Negev, said that ““all this new
money coming into the economy must create
inflation... We are already short of labour in'the
manufacturing industry and this new work in
Negev will draw away labour. This means that
not only will we lose export markets but we
could also fail to fulfil demand at home”. In
addition to Israel’s original economic problems,
the ‘’peace’’ treaty will create new ones, empo-
died in strikes and protests by different working
strata, such as the strike of the employees of
“Arkia” (the Israeli domestic airline), who were
protesting the government’s recommendation to
sell the company’s jet aircraft. The Israeli wor-
king class, including professionals, have turned
more and more to the strike as a weapon to
secure their demands. ‘‘More than 125 strikes
have been called this year (1978), at an estima-
ted cost to the national economy of 420,000

34 — June 16-30, °79

Women protest picket against price-hikes and lowering
" of living standards at Carmel Market, Tel Aviv.
workdays” (“International Herald Tribune”,
30-31 December 1978). This attitude will prevail
as long as the lIsraeli state monopolist system
exists. So, in spite the marginal growth of
Israel’s gross national product by 3-4% in the
last two years, the rising inflation, waves of
strikes and a balance of payments deficit will
dominate the Israeli -economy, regardless of
whether relief is provided by temporary measu-
res. Recently, the Israeli Knesset had a fierce
debate about the problem of inflation and the
consequent dangers. Finance Minister Ehrlich
admitted his failure to cope with this deep-
rooted crisis, and has indicated his willingness to
resign. Israeli society and experts are aware of

the parasitical nature of the Israeli economy.

ZIONIST ECONOMY STILL ON WAR
WITH PALESTINIAN PEOPLE AND
ARAB WORLD

In addition to the growing internal contra-
dictions of the Israeli economic system, the
Israeli-Sadat ‘‘peace’’ treaty above all has chan-
ged none of the basic deficiencies of the Zionist
economy: The Zionist state continues to con-
front and suppress the Palestinian people and
their growing internal and external resistance.
Material and human expenditure for “security’’
keeps on soaring. So do expenses for further
military buildups in order to maintain and even
expand the Israeli empire at the expense of the

Arab people. The continued frantic settlement

policy, artificially stimulated Jewish immigra-
tion, combined with the expropriation, depriva-
tion and deportation tactics applied against the
growing Arab Palestinian population, remain
fundamental congenital defects of the Zionist
racist war economy which no Sadatist therapy
will ever be able to cure. Facing its growing
internal contradictions and social problems on
the one hand as well as the persisting Palestinian
and Arab national resistance againt occupation
and aggression on the other, Israeli economic
problems can do nothing but increase till the
eventual collapse of the Zionist economic
system.

UNCTAD OBSTRUCTED BY
IMPERIALIST MONOPOLIES

The fifth session of the UN
Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment held in Manila ended on 3
June amidst controversy over the
neo-colonialist world economic or-
der, which capitalist industrialized
states want to retain.

The demands of the “Group of
77", now comprising 119 deve-
loping countries, to end capitalist
protectionism and discrimination in
international trade and to create an
effective mechanism to control
international monopolies were not
met. This was mainly due to the
obstructionist attitude of influen-
tial imperialist states. In his con-
cluding speech, the president of the
conference, Philippine foreign mi-
nister Romulo, said that a new
economic order remained on the
agenda of UNCTAD as a priority
and indispensable objective. The
Key issue will be raised at the next
special session of the UN General
Assembly on economic questions.

THE LAST DAYS OF SOMOZA

Fighting between troops of the
Somoza dictatorship and the San-
dinist Liberation Front of Nicara-
gua has entered its decisive stage
with the freedom fighters scoring
major victories. Most major cities
and towns have been liberated by
the SLFN, which has extended its

area of operations into the capital:

city and headquarters of the Somo-
za dictatorship, Managua.

Somoza’s troops, supported by

~ Butcher Somozﬁ
payed by U.S. imperialism, armed by Israel

aircraft, tanks and heavy artillery,
in a desperate last minute move are
reported to be using napalm against

the civilian population, which has:

manifested its total support to the
SLFN. Government employees and
reservists have been mobilized to
raise the fighting strength of the
regime. Mercenaries from USA,
Israel, Chile, Guatemala and Hon-
duras are reported to be flocking to
boost the defeated National Guara
of Somoza. Notwithstanding the
superior fire power of the dicta-
torship’s forces, the Sandinists,
supported by the whole population,
are scoring major victories. As of 5
June a broad section of Nicaragua’s
population has been observing the
call of the SLFN for a general
strike. In Managua itself transport,
trade and factories have come to a
standstill and schools have closed.

Amidst the growing inter-
national isolation of the facist
dictatorship, the presidents of
Mexico and Golombia in a joint
communique on 9 June denounced
the brutal repression of the Somoza
regime against the people of Nicara-
gua. They also extended solidarity
to Costa Rica which has been threa-
tened with invasion by Somoza as a

. scapegoat for his internal defeat.

DEMONSTRATIONS AGAINST
ISRAELI MILITARY AID
TO SOMOZA'S REGIME

Protest - demonstrations were
recently launched in Mexico City in
front of the Israeli Embassy against
growing lIsraeli military aid to So-
moza’s regime. Demonstrators car-
ried placards with slogans such as:
“The Israeli Military Junta is a
direct partner in bloody crimes
committed by Somoza’s Regime in
Nicaragua”, ‘“We call for an imme-
diate halt to military supplies to the
dictatorial ruling regime’, “The
Nicaraguan People shall have victo-
ry”. Israel has been supplying Nica-
ragua with rifles, automatic guns,
tanks, war-planes and other "wea-
pons for use by Somoza’s National

Guard to suppress and foil the gene-

ral popular uprising in Nicaragua.

RHODESIAN REGIME RECEIVES
FOREIGN MILITARY AID

It has been emphasized with
documents by the organizers of a
televised programme, presented by
the BBC Television Union, that the
Rhodesian regime is still getting
military aid from abroad. As a re-
sult of an investigation, reporters
and journalists have become con-
vinced that the Rhodesian autho-
rities have established ‘“‘criminal’
ties with the USA, Italy, Belgium,
Israel and other countries.

Last Autumn, Israel dispatched
to Rhodesia a big shipment of heli-
copters in a stealthy, roundabout
manner. These choppers have been
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used by the Rhodesian Air Force to
attack and strafe the bases of the

supporters of the patriotic Front .

and neighbouring  independent

countries as well.

TURKEY’S AILING ECONOMY
WORRIES THE U.S. AND ECEVIT

U.S. imperialist forces, after
being thrown out of Iran and being
forced to evacuate their military
installations there, are reported to
be relying more and more on their
only ally in the Near East, Turkey.
Recent reports from Turkey have
confirmed that more American U-2
spy planes have been stationed in
Turkey, and the number of U.S.
forces has been increased signifi-
cantly. Both the U.S. government
and the Ecevit regime of Turkey are
worried about the growing civil
unrest and violence in Turkey,
which has been caused by the pre-
sence of U.S. forces and the gro-
wing inpoverishment of the popu-
lation. In light of these develop-
ments Turkish Prime Minister
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Colonialist “‘security” gang in Zimbabwe

Bulent Ecevit, on 10 June, has told
American journalists that Turkey
wants long term aid from the U.S,,
over $1 billion a year, to rescue the
country’s ailing economy and to
enable it to play its role in the
North Atlantic Treaty Organi-
zation. Correspondents have poin-
ted out that American aid to Tur-
key, being essentially supplies of
military hardware, as was the case
in imperial lran, will neither save
the economy not make the regime
more stable to sustain the American
military presence against the will of
the Turkish people.

OMAN REVOLUTIONARIES
EXECUTE OPERATION
AGAINST QABUS REGIME

The military wing of the Popular
Front for the Liberation of Oman
(PFLO), on June 11 issued the fol-
lowing communique:

““A commando unit of the PFLO
attacked a unit of Sultan Qabus’s
Army. As a result of the attack, an
English Officer, a Baluchi 1st Lt,

and around five soldiers were kil-
led.”

The communique said that the
Qabus Army used helicopters and
heavy weapons and that the battle
lasted for 11 hours. Three PFLO
militants were martyred, and one
captured after being wounded. This
operation, on the occasion of the
14th anniversary of the launching
of the Popular Front for the Libera-
tion of Oman, confirms the Revo-
lutions’ determination to realize its
aims, to liberate Oman and over-
throw the Qabus regime. ‘Reuter’
news agency, attributing its infor-
mation to diplomatic sources, on
June 13 reported that PFLO gueril-
las are preparing to “bring down
the conservative Sultan of Oman.
The PFLO began to regroup and
reorganize its forces soon after the
balance of power was transformed
by the overthrow of the Shah of
Iran. Well-trained commando units
have resumed operations in Oman'’s

‘Dhofar province.” D

-

ISMAEL SHAMMOUT -

THE EMERGENCE OF
PALESTINIAN
PLASTIC ARTS

BY NASSER AL SOUMI

Ismail Shammout

The Palestinian painter Ismail Shammout
occupies a special place among Palestinian ar-
tists, for he is the pioneer of Palestinian plastic
arts in the technical contemporary sense of the
word. Before Ismail, we knew of no plastic artist
at all, apart from practical artists who had
studied ornamentation, calligraphy and such
like. Ismail’s early and effective artistic activity
reinforced his position as a pioneer of plastic art
and played an effective part in creating a whole
new succession of Palestinian artists.

Plastic arts, in the sense of arts fixed on
special objects of their own, were not practised
in the Arab Islamic world for centuries, and
entered Palestine particularly late due to the
special upheavals there. This form of art came in
through pioneers who had studied in Western
Europe, and it brought with it, in most cases,
the contemporary trends which it expressed
there on the subject of the intensification of the
crisis of capitalism, without the local social
structure at that time having any noticeable
influence. Whereas the artist Shammout’s works
assumed a committed form, which appeared
more connected to reality. This may be the
result of the pressing nature of the harsh
circumstances from which our people were
suffering after the 1948 disaster. That undoub-
tedly played a part in delaying the vanguard role
of plastic arts which gave those who came after
him the opportunity to enter it in a broad
manner. This led us to drop any plastic arts
ambitions from our calculations, in view of the
importance and critical nature of the historical
circumstance which the artist expressed. It is
true that Ismail did not go very far from his
beginnings, if time is measured in relation to the
volume of artistic conception, but it can be said
in any case that he did not go backwards. Indeed
— in relative terms — he made additions that

Qve an advanced dimension to his art and work.

Now let us consider who Ismail Shammout is.
COMPELLED TO ABANDON EVERYTHING

Ismail was born in the Palestinian town of
Lydda in 1930, when the political and social
situation was becoming aggravated as a result of
the Zionist settler invasion of Palestine. He was
born of middle-class parents, his father being a
greengrocer.

Ismail displayed an early interest in painting,
music and other art forms. But the 1948 disaster
turned his concern into another direction. He
found himself and his family in a strange,
desolate place far from home, finding refuge in a
tent which sheltered him with his family, like
many of the Palestinian people who were com-
pelled to evacuate their homes. Indeed, more
than this, he was compelled to abandon every-
thing in order to go out and sell sweets with his
brother so as to keep themselves and their
family alive, in the absence of opportunities for
education, employment and a livelihood. When
he eventually became a teacher with UNRWA
(the UN Relief Agency for Refugees), he was
able to pursue his ambitions, and went to
continue his art studies in Cairo in 1950.

However, Ismail’s worries did not end there.
Another type of problem arose for him in that
most of the students were sons of the wealthy
classes who were concerned with pleasures and
the superficiality of life, whereas he could not
avoid the oppressiveness of what he and his
people had to endure. As he put it, “‘I always
felt that in my inmost being were many effects
of the disaster, and | had to declare them. |
wanted to shout at the top of my voice.”’ Ismail.
did indeed shout at the top of his voice. He
painted his picture The Little Refugee Girl
(1951-52), then Where is My Father? and

4
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Whither? Subsequently he held his first exhi-
bition in Gaza in 1953, the first exhibition held
for a Palestinian artist in Palestine. This exhibi-
tion enabled Ismail to come to know himself,
the usefulness of his work and its effect on the
public of that historic period. After this he had
another opportunity when he went to study in
Rome from 1954 to 1956. He added much to
his artistic resources and acquired a closer
knowledge of artists he loved and whose per-
sonalities he admired, such as Goya, Rembrandt
and Van Gogh. This made its clear impression on
the artist’s subsequent works.

INTERPRETER OF HIS PEOPLE

He kept his distance from the modern artistic
controversies and trends which swept through
Italy and several other European countries and
clung to his intimate symbols. Thus he made the
crucifixion and suffering of Christ a subject and
symbol of the life and agonies of his people,
while at the same time he did not deny himself
and his canvases the right to treat subjects in a
modern fashion, within the limits of this playing
a positive role to serve the content of the canvas.

In Rome in 1956, Ismail began painting his
canvas Memories and Fire, which is regarded as
one of the works which constituted a method of

“Tal al Zaatar” (by Ismail Shammout)

procedure for the artist's works and visions.
Shortly after this period Ismail, together with
his people and the Arab nation, witnessed
various political and social upheavals which left
a lasting imprint on all the works he produced
from that period to the present time. He
quickened the pulse and heightened the tension
following successive disasters: the wars of
Zionist aggression in 1956 and 1967; the Israeli
massacre of 1966 in the Palestinian village of
Sammua in the West Bank, the September 1970
massacres in Jordan and the butchery of Tal Al
Zaatar in 1976. In all these situations, Ismail
departed from convention, a clear tension took
control of him and emotion took its place
within him, at the expense of the plastic art
element. However, this emotional recording of
events soon disappeared and humanity, details,
life and hope would return again.

Ismail chose himself to be the interpreter,
through his paintings, of the situation of his
people and the Arab nation, thereby drawing up
a defined framework for himself and his work.
Nevertheless he indeed managed despite this
restriction to make a point each time, thus
affirming the role of a school to which it was
difficult to belong at that period. For this he
deserves to be a pioneer for a generation of
Palestinian artists.

(This article was first published in “Al Katib al Arabi” (The Palestinian Writer) No. 7, 1979)
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PALESTINE RED CRESCENT
AND HUNGARIAN RED
CROSS ISSUE JOINT
COMMUNIQUE

A delegation of the Hungarian
Red Cross visited Palestine Red
Crescent institutions from 28-31
May, at the invitation of the Red
Crescent’s Executive Committee.
At the end of the friendship visit,
the following joint communique
was issued:

“During the official meetings,
the Hungarian delegation and their
Palestinian hosts reaffirmed the
strong ties of friendship binding the
two peoples, the continuing coope-
ration between the two societies,
and in particular, the fraternal aid
extended by the Hungarian people
to the Palestinian people in support

Hungarian Red Cross delegation at Palestine Red Crescent

of their legitimate struggle to libera-
te their lands and establish an inde-
pendent democratic state. The Hun-
garian side expressed its readiness
to endorse the PRC’'s request to
become a full member of the inter-
national organizqgtion, which inclu-
des the Red Crescent, Red Cross
and Red Lion and Sun Societies."

The two delegations strongly
condemned the daily Israeli aggres-
sion on the Lebanese and Palesti-
nian peoples in South Lebanon, and
the inhuman treatment by the Is-
raeli authorities of Palestinian citi-
zens, particularly the detainees in
the occupied territories, describing
such practices as a flagrant violation
of the Geneva Convention and of
Human Rights.

The Palestinian side expressed its

appreciation for the valuable aid
extended by the Hungarian Red
Cross to the PRCS and the Palesti-
nian people.




—

SOLIDARITY
{

GERMAN DEMOCRATIC
REPUBLIC SENDS
MEDICAL AIDTO

PRCS

The Palestine Red Crescent, on
June 7, 1979, received a shipment
of medicines and other medical
equipment from the GDR, which
were received at Beirut Airport by a
PRCS delegation and several mem-
bers of the GDR Embassy in Beirut.
The cargo, worth around DM 1
million was presented by the stu-
dents, doctors, unionists and citi-
zens of the GDR, as an expression
of their solidarity with, and support
for, Palestinian steadfastness in the
face of the Israeli attacks on South
Lebanon and the Palestinian camps.
PRCS also received a letter from
the Secretary General of the Pales-
tine Solidarity Committee in the
German Democratic  Republic,
addressed to Yasser Arafat. The
letter confirms that the workers of
the GDR will continue to give aid
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GDR Ambassador hands over medical aid at Beirut Airport

to the Palestinian people in support
of their struggle against the lIsraeli
énemy.

ABU IYYAD ADDRESSES
SOLIDARITY RALLY
WITH VIETNAM

A rally of solidarity with the
struggle of the Vietnamese people
was held at the Beirut Arab Univer-
sity on June 1, organised jointly by
Palestinian and Lebanese student
unions, on the occasion of a visit of
a delegation from the Vietnamese

Democratic Youth Union. Abu
lyyad, member of the PLO Executi-
ve Committe, praised in a speech
the Vietnamese Revolution, decla-
ring that the ability of the Vietna-
mese people to defeat the U.S.A.
and all its weapons was an encoura-
ging example for the struggle of the
Palestinian people.

Abu lyyad then. met the Vietna-
mese delegation and briefed them
on the general situation in the Arab
world and the circumstances
through which the Palestinian Re-
volution is passing and reaffirmed
the Palestinian people’s and Revolu-
tion’s full support for the Vietna-
mese people, Government, and
Party.

SOVIET AND LEBANESE
COMMUNIST PARTIES

= CONFIRM SUPPORT FOR PLO

At the end of joint talks in
Moscow, the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and the Lebanese
Communist Party issued, on June 6,
1979, a communique in which they
confirmed that a just and perma-
nent peace cannot be achieved in
the Middle East without the with-
drawal of lsraeli forces from occu-
pied Arab territories and the

guarantee of Palestinian national
rights, including the right to esta-
blish their independent state. The
two sides condemned the separate
peace treaty concluded between
Egypt and lIsrael, which aims to
implement imperialist plans and
represents a danger to other Arab
states. They also expressed their
solidarity with the Lebanese people
and their national and progressive
forces which struggle for Arabism,
independence and the democratic
development of Lebanon.

ICATU CONDEMNS
ISRAELI CRIMES

The General Secretariat of the
International Confederations of
Arab Trade Unions (ICATU) has
called on the world public to reso-
lutely condemn Israel’s criminag
attacks against southern Lebanon.
It also appealed to the United Na-
tions to immediately intervene to
put a halt to this barbaric war. A
statement released in Damascus on
june 9,1979, underlined the need
for a broad Arab front against the
aggressive acts and plans of lIsrael
with a view to protecting the lives
of Palestinian and Lebanese citi-
zens. All progressive and patriotic
Arab forces and progressive people
throughout the world are required
to\ work for the defence of the
Palestinian Revolution under the
Leadership of the Palestine Libera-
tion Organisation’’, (FLO), the
statement said.

ISLAMIC CONFERENCE IN USA
TO DISCUSS
ZIONIST VIOLATIONS

The 28th annual conference of
Islamic Organizations in the USA
will be held ‘in Detroit on June
28th to discuss Zionist violations of
the Islamic Holy Places in Jerusa-
lem, as well as Israeli racist practi-
ces against Palestinian citizens in
the occupied territories. The report
of the Jerusalem Committee on Is-
raeli violations will be presentend
to the conference, which will last
for four days.

U.S. CHRISTIANS: “DEEP
INJUSTICE WAS DONE
TO THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE"

The National Conference on
Christian Responsibilities in the Pa
lestinian — Israeli conflict, sponso-
red by the Middle East Task Force
of Chicago Presbytery and the
Washington-based Palestine Human
Rights Campaign, was held on May
18-20 in La Grange, lllinois. It as-
sembled nearly 200 Christian per-
sonalities from twenty states and
nine foreign countries to consider
the issues of human rights and the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Among
the speakers at the meeting was
Alexandra Johnson, a former US
foreign service officer with the
United States Consulate in Jerusa-
lem, who spoke about the evidence
pointing to an lIsraeli policy of
systematic torture against Palesti-
nian prisoners of all kinds. Sami
Esmail, an American of Palestinian
background, gave dramatic testi-
mony on Israeli torture practices.
He himself was imprisoned by the
Israeli government for ten months.

Dr. James Zog by, Director of
the Palestine Human  Rights
Campaign, spoke out against ‘‘the
other anti-semitism,”  American
racist stereotypes about Arabs. ‘‘We
weep with the Israeli mother whose
child is killed. But, the Palestinian
children terrified, maimed, and kil-
led by Israeli air attacks are only
statistics to most of us.”

DECLARATION;
CALL FOR ACTION

At the end of the Conference,
the participants released a compre-
hensive declaration, including the
following excerpts:

“Forthrightly, we declare our
conviction that in the process of
establishing the State of lIsrael, a
deep injustice was done to the Pa-
lestinian people, confiscating their
land and driving many into exile
and even death. We are further
grieved by the on-going deprivation
of basic civil rights to those Arabs
who live today in the State of
Israel.

—

"“Too many of us have been lul-
led into the shallow hope that
peace can be built in the Middle
East through the U.S. supply of
more weapons, with the continued
military occupation of the West
Bank, Gaza and East Jerusalem, and
while basic human and political
rights of the Palestinian people are
denied. We call on Christ’s follo-
wers to repent from their complici-
ty — through either their indiffe-
rence or their uncritical embrace of
U.S. policies — in the continuing
cycle of Middle Eastern violence,
accelerated by our tax dollars and
our government’s political deci-
sions.

"Emerging from the conference
are the following specific concerns
which we feel must be urgently
addressed:

1) Recent  disturbing events,
which culminated in the closing of
Bir Zeit University an May 2, 1979
by the Israeli Occupation autho-
rities, provoke us to concentrate in
a national effort of support to
a) reopen the university and b) to
guarantee its faculty members and
student body the right to full aca-
demic freedom. We move from this
conference to organize a commu-
nity of concern to support Bir Zeit,
and call for a “’National Day of
Support for Bir Zeit University’”’ on
June 5,1979.

2) We respond to our concern
that we in the U.S. are not allowed
to participate in full and open dis-
cussions with representatives of the
Palestine Liberation Organization.
Specifically, we protest the U.S.
State Department’s effort to res-
trict Mr. Zuhdi Tarazi of the P.L.O.
Mission to the United Nations from
formally speaking to the confe-
rence.

3) Deeply troubled by repeated
allegations of lIsraeli violations of a
broad range of Palestinian human
rights, we join with those organiza-
tions and individuals who call for*a
Commission of Inquiry to go into
the occupied territories to carry out
a complete investigation of these
allegations.” '
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Palestine Bulletin
PO Box 145168
Beirut, Lebanon

Dear Editor,

In fact | don’t know how | can thank you for the
’Palestine’’ bulletin | received dated April 5, 1979. | am
now able to know the nature of -the conflict between
Zionists and the Arab World. As | am an interested
reader of the bulletin, my advice is that solidarity is the
only weapon in helping the oppressed peoples of the
world win their struggles, especially the Arab World.

Freddie Sekitto
Kampala — Uganda

The Devil Quoting the Scriptures

| read with amusement the quoting of the Holy
Koran in the signing of the Peace Treaty by Begin,
Carter and Sadat. The verse chosen was 8:61 — viz.

“But if the enemies incline towards peace, do thou
also incline towards peace and trust in God.

For He is the One that Heareth and Knoweth

all things”’

How could President Sadat justify this verse in the
Holy Koran in support of the Peace Treaty? This is like
the devil quoting the scriptures.

Have Begin and the Zionists really inclined towards
peace? They stay outside of the 1967 borders despite
U.N. resolutions to withdraw. They do not recognise the
P.L.O. They torture Palestinian Prisoners-of-War and
Palestinian Arabs living in the occupied territories. Even
on the day of the signing of the agreement they
opened up new settlements in the occupied lands. They
desecrated the Holy Places of Islam — the Al-Agsa
Mosque. Also, immediately after the signing of the Peace
Treaty by Begin, Carter and Sadat, a separate agreement
for military assistance to Israel was signed by Begin and

Carter, in case of Egyptian attack. To add to this, every

public statement that Begin makes suggests that he will
never surrender Arab Jerusalem to the Palestinians. He
clearly indicates that Judea and Samaria, biblical names
for the West Bank, and Gaza strip will be under Jewish
control, covertly or otherwise.

Saybhan Samat
Dehiwela — Sri Lanka
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Dear Sirs,

| am sure you have no doubt heard of the recent
National Elections in Canada, and the victory of the
Conservative Party under Clark. | myself am Canadian,
and am very disturbed to see Canada vote in such a
rightist, conservative government as it means trouble for
Canada’s internigl affairs and trouble in her worldwide
relations — if not actual disaster.

Clark and his Conservatives were voted in almost
entirely by English Canadians, in an obvious reaction to
the growing secessionist sentiments of the downtrodden
French Canadians. | am English Canadian, but believe
strongly in the right of the French Canadians to self-
determination and self-government as they themselves
deem necessary. Clark’s government can only aggravate
the existing tension and discord.

| am writing this letter in particular regarding Clark’s
outspoken statements about Israell His plan to move
the Canadian Embassy in Israel from Tel-Aviv to Jeru-
salem is in flagrant violation of U.N. mandates and world
recognition of the fact that Jerusalem is not the Capital,
or even a part of, Israel. His act, should it come to pass,
would be a virtual recognition and approval of outlaw
Zionist expansionism in the land of Palestine!
Zionists have always insisted that Jerusalem is the
“Capital” of “Greater Israel”’, and Clark’s righist reac-
tions can only perpetuate the Occupation and continued
Expansion! :

May the Canadian people come to their senses before
Clark’s government does too much international damage
— or national. | have sent the accompanying “‘cartoon”’
to express the sentiment of all freedom-loving Canadians
towards the Palestinian Cause! | hope you can use it in
your magazine. Please receive it as a humble donation
for your fight for truth and freedom.

My sincerest regards.
E. Alden Prieve
Canada

(We thank Alden Prieve very much for his. letter and
cartoon, which we have published . in “Palestine
Notes”, p..7)

Funeral procession in Beirut

Our murdered colleague Adel Wasfi
with his children

LEADING PALESTINIAN
JOURNALIST MURDERED

Adel Wasfi, the Deputy Editor-in-Chief of
“Falestin al-Thawra”’, official organ of the PLO,
was murdered, on June 20, 1979, in front of his
homme while on his way to work by fascist
killers.

Adel Wasfi (““Khaled al-lragi’’) joined Fateh
in 1969. He was born in Baghdad in 1945,
finished his secondary education there, and later
took a degree in Political Economy from Damas-
cus University. He was preparing his doctoral
thesis at Paris University at the time of his
murder. He was married and leaves two small
girls behind.

Both as a leading cadre of the Palestinian
Resistance and an lragi citizen and member of
progressive and democratic organizations, Adel
Wasfi was an unwavering defender of the Palesti-
nian people and the struggle of the poor and
oppressed Arab masses against Zionism and all
forms of imperialism and fascism, fighting brave-
ly in the forward ranks in all the battles. Adel
Wasfi did not stop writing even in the darkest of
moments. He continued our fight under the hail
of bombs and all forms of terror. He wrote in an
age characterised by reverses, an age in which all
values are attacked and principles violated; an
age in which the Zionists and their fascist ser-
vants are reaching out against militants and
honest men until the mere uttering of a word
endangeres the life of the writer.

Thousands of Palestinian, Lebanese and Arab
citizens walked in the funeral procession on

June 21.i bllowing prayers for the martyr at the
Beirut Arab University Mosque, the funeral
procession passed in front of the Falastin al-
Thawra offices and Adel’s home and oh to the
Martyrs’ Cemetry. The procession was headed

by leaders and cadres of the Palestinian Revolu-
tion and the Lebanese National Movement, fol-
lowed by fighters of the Palestinian Revolution,
and by a large crowd of Palestinian, Lebanese
and Arab people and militants.

CONDOLENCES

Chairman Arafat, accompanied by Fateh Cen-
tral Committee members Abu lyad, Abu Jihad
and Abu Saleh, other leading PLO officials and
the family of our assassinated colleague, received
condolences from many people and organiza-
tions. Among those who paid their condolences
were the leaders of the General Union of Palesti-
nian writers, of Palestinian and Lebanese journa-
lists, teachers, engineers, workers and students
organizations. Fateh cadres and the commanders
of the military units and the militia command;
the cadres and commanders of the Palestinian
Liberation Army and- the Palestinian Armed
Struggle Command; Palestinians popular com-
mittees in the camps including a delegation from
Tal-al-Zaatar camp; the Lebanese Communist
Party and Lebanese popular committees and
associations; representatives of the Egyptian Na-
tional Movement.

We pledge to our murdered ‘coIIeague to con-
tinue his struggle.
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