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Solidarity is an important
weapon for helping the peoples
of the world overcome oppres-
sion and injustice. The support
and solidarity which the Palesti-
nian people receive heips us to
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solidarity and support we get, THE PLO
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the region, etc. But, on the other hand, Israel has its
own ambitions in the region, mainly to e?<pand its
own territory at the expense of its Arab neighbors in
general and at the expense of the Palestinian _p;aople
in particular. The PLO, bein.g.the sole legitimate
representative of the Palestinian people, arouses
Israel’s hatred, and for this reason every U.S. presi-
dent has to hate the PLO.

Mr. Reagan was a good student and follower of
Israel’s conception of the Middle East. He gave th,e
Zionists all they wanted. In several of.Rea_gans
campaign speeches and his first post-election inter-
view, the PLO was labelled as “a terrorist organi-
zation.”” Jerusalem should become the “united
capital of lIsrael. People in the PLO were called
“thugs.”’ Mr. Reagan ‘‘believes in the rlght_of Israeli
settlements in the West Bank.” He also believes that
Israel’s “‘security’’ should be the main concern of LS

haters of the Palestinian cause. Those and others are
surrounding Mr. Reagan to prevent any change in
U.S. policy towards the Middle East.

As for the Middle Eastern Arab peoples, they were
not surprised by Reagan’s election and the defeat of
Mr. Carter, the one who served Israel the most. But
the Zionists couldn’t afford his re-election for fear he
might be stronger vis-a-vis Israel. They prefer _the
presidents to be new, so they can keep them in line.

The Palestinian people and the PLO are expecting
a hard time ahead. They have to face a new attack
launched by lIsrael, its allies and encour_aged by th‘e
U.S. Administration. The Israelis will tighten their
grip over the occupied territorie_s and cgntlnue
building settlements. But the PLO is Qetqrmmed to
carry on the resistance to face all conspfracies and the

plots of Reagan and his Zionist advisors.
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PALESTINE NOTES

CHAIRMAN ARAFAT
ADDRESSES GRADUATION OF
WOMEN’S UNION CADRES

Chairman Arafat sponsored the graduation of
the first training session of cadres of the General
Union of Palestinian Women on October 31. The
ceremony was attended by PLO Executive
Committee Members Ahmad Sidgi al-Dajani and
Yasser Abed Rabbo, and a number of cadres of
the Palestinian Revolution. Arafat delivered a
speech in which he stressed the difficult circums-

tances facing the Arab Nation, specifically the
dangerous dimensions of the lragi-lranian war.
He added:. “The PLO’s awareness of these
dangers has initiated mediation efforts to end
the hostilities between the two warring
countries. Hani al-Hassan and Abu al-Walid,
members of the Fateh Central Committee, were
sent to Baghdad and Tehran in accordance with
a hrgesotution adopted by the Palestinian leade-
rship.”

Arafat added: ““These efforts are part of the
Non-Aligned Movement's initiative to end the
Iragi-franian war, since both are members of the
Movement. A Committee of Seven was formed
to follow-up the Palestinian initiative. The
Committee includes, besides, the PLO, Algeria,
India, Yugoslavia, Cuba, Zambia and Pakistan. It
is in this context that we have succeeded in
bringing together the Iraqgi and Iranian delegates
at a meeting of the Coordination Bureau of the
Non-Aligned Movement. The first meeting of the
Committee was held in New York, and another
one at ministerial level will be held in Belgrade.”

Arafat then reviewed the two latest abortive
Israeli operations against Beaufort Castle and the
al-Jarmaq region, both of which were attempts
to establish bridgeheads to strike at Joint
Forces’ positions in south Lebanop.

MUGABE REAFFIRMS
SOLIDARITY WITH
THE PALESTINIAN PEQPLE

On October 25, the Prime Minis-
ter of Zimbabwe Robert Mugabe
resolutely condemned racism in a
speach on TV. On the occasion of
United Nations Day, he reaffirmed
that his country is standing side by
side with oppressed peoples and
those struggling for their liberation.
He declared his country’s solidarity
with the peoples of Namibia and
Palestine. He said '"We condemn the
Apartheid regime in South Africa
which is trampling on human
dignity and subjecting mankind to
cruel exploitation.”
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ABU IYYAD MEETS
WITH ITALIAN TRADE
UNION DELEGATION

Fateh Central Committee
member Abu lyyad met with an
Italian trade union delegation
visiting Lebanon on October 27.
Abu lyyad briefed the delegation
on the developments of the Pales-
tine cause, the conspiracies con-
cocted against the Palestinian
people, and the repeated Israeli
aggressions against south Lebanon.
The lItalian delegation confirmed
the justice of the Palestine cause,
and praised Arafat’s mediation
efforts to end the Iraqi-lranian war.
The delegation finally confirmed its
determination to exert further
efforts towards raising the aware-
ness of the Italian people regarding
the Palestine cause.

DEMOCRATIC YEMEN
SUPPORTS
PALESTINIAN STRUGGLE

On October 29, the PLO repre-
sentative in Aden, Abbas Zakki,
head of the diplomatic corps in
Aden, met with the secretary of the
Central Committee of the Yemeni
Socialist Party, Ahmad Abdallah
Abdel Elah, with whom he revie-
wed the latest developments in the
Middle East, with particular refe-
rence to the Palestinian cause.
During the meeting, Abdel Elah
confirmed his country’s'support for
the struggle of the Palestinian
people under the leadership of the
PLO, their sole legitimate represen-
tative. Abdel Elah also asked the
PLO representative to convey to
Arafat the greetings of the Yemeni
President, Ali Muhammad Nasser.

The meeting was attended by
Salman Muhammad, the ambas-
sador of the PDRY to Lebanon.

The PLO representative in Aden
also met with Abdel Aziz Abdel
Wali, member of the Y.S.P. Central
Committee and Minister of State
for Cabinet Affairs. The meeting
covered the developments of the
situation in the Arab region, the
continuous lIsraeli attacks on south
Lebanon, and the consolidation of
relations between the PLO and the
P.D.R.Y.

ARAB PARLIAMENTARY
FEDERATION:
END IRAN-IRAQ WAR,
SUPPORT PLO

The Arab Parliamentary Federa-
tion called for the full support of
the Palestinian Revolution in the
face of repeated Israeli aggression
against both the Palestinian and
Lebanese  peoples in  south
Lebanon.

On October 30, the Union issued

a communique following its eighth
session which was held in Damascus
during the previous three days. The
communique appealed to both Iraq
and Iran to end all hostilities and
called on parliaments all over the
world to denounce Israeli measures
against the Palestinian inhabitants
in the occupied territories. The
communique finally condemned
the Camp David accords which it
described as a cover for Zionist
expansionism at the expense of
Arab land.

COMMENT ON
ELECTION OF
U.S. PRESIDENT REAGAN

On the election of Ronald Reagan as the new
President of the USA, the Palestine News
Agency WAFA on November 6 published the
following comment:

“Whether Reagan won or not, our Palestinian
people do not expect — nor did they ever with his
predecessor — anything good from them for
their just cause. The simple reason for this is
that without U.S. encouragement and support,
for Israel, the latter would have never been able
to maintain its occupation of Palestine and the
neighbouring Arab territories.

“Those who followed Carter's and Reagan’s

declarations during their election campaigns will
have noticed how strong the competition was in
slandering the Palestinian people, their revo-
lution and the PLO, and how eager both were to
praise the Zionist entity and its expansionist
policy, and to provide it with a sophisticated
and lethal arsenal to attack the Palestinian
people in Lebanon and the occupied homeland.

“This probably explains the haste of the
newly-elected President during his campaign to
make hostile and vicious statements against our
Palestinian people and supporting the Zionist

enemy in its attacks and in the expansion of
settlements on our land.

“President Reagan, this actor who starred in
Western epics glorifying the massacre of the
original Indian inhabitants of the USA, must
understand that the Palestinian people will not
accept the repetition of such a scenario during
his Administration. For the Palestinians have
already in their long struggle stood up without
flinching to the very worst which could be
inflicted upon them by their many enemies.

“Our Palestinian people and Revolution have
stubbornly resisted the hostile plans of U.S.
Presidents for decades. We reiterate that the
Palestinian Revolution will continue until it
achieves the inalienable rights of its people,
including their right to return, self-determi-
nation and the establishment of their
independent national state. This is its program,
one that is in obvious contradiction with that of i
the new U.S. President.” '
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PALESTINE NOTES

PALESTINIAN JOURNALISTS
MEMBERS OF ASIAN SPORTS
JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION

The Asian Sports Journalists
Association accepted the member-
ship of the Palestinian Sports
Journalists Association during a
conference held in Kuwait recently.

ARAFAT CONGRATULATES
ALGERIAN REVOLUTION

Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
PLO Executive Committee and
General Commander of the Forces
of the Palestinian Revolution, sent
a cable of congratulations on
November 2 to the Algerian Presi-
dent, al-Chadli Ben Jedid, on the
occasion of the 26th anniversary of
the launching of the Algerian revo-
lution. Arafat praised the Algerian

revolution, which sparked the
revolutionary potential in the Arab
Nation, affirming the inevitability
of victory against Zionism and
imperialism, just as the Algerian
revolution was victorious against
the forces of oppression.

PLO OFFICE
IN MALI

On November 4, 1980, a PLO
office was opened in Bamako, the
capital of Mali. The opening
ceremony was attended by the Mali
Foreign Minister, members of the
diplomatic corps, as well as the
PLO representative in Bamako. The
Foreign Minister announced that
the PLO office holds the same
diplomatic status as any other
embassy and reiterated his
country’s support of the Palestinian

people’s struggle to regain their
homeland and rights under the
leadership of the PLO.

PALESTINIAN-LEBANESE
JOINT LEADERSHIP
PREPARES FOR DEFENCE

Yasser Arafat, Chairman of the
PLO Executive Committee and
General Commander of the Forces
of the Palestinian Revolution,
headed a meeting of the Palestinian-
Lebanese Joint Leadership on
November 4. The meeting, which
was attended by the General Secre-
taties of the different factions of
the Palestinian Revolution,
members of the Executive
Committee of the Political Central
Council of the Lebanese National
Movement and several members of
the PLO Executive Committee,

U.N. GENERAL ASSEMBLY
CONFIRMS PALESTINIAN
RIGHTS

The UN General Assembly during its 35th
annual session adopted by 96 votes a resolution
confirming the rights of Palestinians expelled

from the territories occupied in 1967 to return
to their homeland, and called on Israel to put an
end to all measures hindering such a return. The
resolution also called on Israel to stop altering
the demographic character of occupied Arab
territories. The U.S.A., Canada and lIsrael voted
against the resolution while 16 states, including
NATO members, abstained.

A UN Committee investigating Israeli prac-
tices earlier submitted a report to the General
Assembly, confirming that Israel had annexed
27% of the territories occupied in 1967 and
increased to 127 the number of its settlements
there. It added that 16% of the appropriated
land was utilized for military purposes and said
that, since last year, illegal practices had increas-
ed in scale and number. The 100-page report
underlined the intensification of Palestinian
resistance, which was met by massive arrests of
inhabitants, and remarked that the situation in
Israeli prisons has deteriorated considerably and
that conditions were inhuman and repugnant. It
also pointed out that violence is used during the
interrogation of civilians. The Committee finally
appealed for the adoption of resolutions which
would put an end to occupation and to the
violations of human rights.
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discussed the Israeli military escala-
tion and concentration in south
Lebanon, including the activities of
the agent forces allied with Israel
and their threats to escalate opera-
tions in more than one position.

The Joint leadership decided to
call for meeting of its various
Committees, in particular the
Security Committee, the Higher
Coordination Committee and the
Supreme Military Council. The
joint leadership also decided to
contact all political forces in
Lebanon to inform them of the
dangerous situation, in light of
recent threats made by Israel’s
agents in Lebanon.
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NON-ALIGNED MOVEMENT AND
PLO CONTINUE EFFORTS TO
STOP IRAQI-IRANIAN WAR

On October 28, Chairman Arafat in Belgrade
met with the Chairman of the Yugoslav
Presidential Council and the Prime Minister of
Yugoslavia. In a two hour meeting they
concentrated on the current developments in the
Gulf region, particularly the Iragi-Iranian
conflict and the explosive situation in South
Lebanon in light of the continuing Israeli
attacks. The talks were conducted in a warm and
friendly atmosphere and there was mutual
agreement on all the issues discussed.

Arafat also met with the president of the
Executive Committee of the Yugoslav
Communist  Association, with whom he
discussed the latest developments in the Gulf
region, in particular the lragi-iranian war and
the efforts of the Non-Aligned states to stop it
and the situation in South Lebanon in light of
the continuous Israeli aggressions. The Yugoslav
official confirmed his country’s support for the
struggle of the Palestinian people under the
leadership of the PLO.

On October 31, Chairman Arafat received in
Beirut a message from the Yugoslav leadership
concerning the latest developments and the
work of the seven-member committee formed
by the Non-Aligned bloc to investigate the war

~ between lraq and lran on October 31. The

message to Arafat was transmitted via the
Yugoslav chargé d’affaires in Beirut. Farouk
Kaddoumi, Head of the PLO Political Depart-
ment, left for Belgrade leading a Palestinian
delegation for participation in the Non-Aligned
committee’s meeting on November 1. The dele-
gation includes Ahmad Sidqi al-Dajani member
of the PLO Executive Committee; Hani al-
Hassan, member of the Fateh Central
Committee and Zakaria Abd-al-Raheem, director
of the Political Department’s European section.
Besides the PLO, the committee consists of
Yugoslavia, Cuba, India, Pakistan, Algeria and
Zambia.
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IMPORTANT DECISIONS ON NEW WORLD
INFORMATION ORDER:

CHAIRMAN ARAFAT
AT BELGRADE
UNESCO CONFERENCE

The 21st general conference of the UN Educa-
tional,  Scientific and Cultural  Organization
(UNESCO) has unanimously adopted a resolution
setting out the basic principles of a new world
information order. During five weeks of heated
debates in Belgrade leading Western imperialist states
like the U.S., West Germany and Britain found
themselves confronted with the arguments of the
overwhelming majority of the delgations from all
non-aligned, developing and socialist countries of the
world. The principles of the new information order to
be set up, as they were layed down in the confe-
rence’s final resolution on October 26, challenge the
dominant role that Western news and media mono-
polies like Associated Press, United Press Interna-
tional and Reuters play in spreading news and
information around the world.

~ The UNESCO General Conference agreed on a new
international aid program, largely under the control
of UNESCO, to help developing countries to
strengthen their capabilities and cooperation in
communications and news. Likewise the conference
approved programs to help strengthen the

information capabilities of liberation movements such
as the PLO.

Chairman Yasser Arafat arrived in Belgrade on
October 26 to address the UNESCO Conference the
following day. Despite protests from the Israeli envoy
the delegates from 52 countries attending the
conference gave an enthusing welcome to the PLO
Chairman and listened to his major speech.

In Belgrade Chairman Arafat also met on October
26 with the Chairman of the Yugoslav Presidential
Council and the Prime Minister of Yugoslavia. Their
talks centered on the Iragi-lranian conflict and the
efforts of the non-aligned states to stop it, as well as
on the dangerous situation in Lebanon in the light of
the continuing Israeli aggression.
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Chairman Arafat addressing the conference

CHAIRMAN ARAFAT’S SPEECH
TO THE UNESCO CONFERENCE

Following are major excerpts from the speech deli-
vered by PLO Chairman Arafat to the UNESCO con-
ference in Belgrad on October 26, 1980:

“Your conference has undoubtedly noted that the
world’s problems are not restricted to political
questions and hunger. They are not restricted to the
shortage of food resources. It is shameful that in our
world today we still witness cultural domination,

racist repression, hunger, and merciless liquidation
campaigns.

“It is strange that at a time when the means to
unify cultures are increasing, and the means of
understanding are becoming more powerful and
centralized, the world is facing a wave of disinte-
gration and fierce conflicts born of the fruits of these
technological developments, for which they were
never intended. This is not a coincidence, and it is-not
true, as some who defend colonialism and racist
opp_ression claim, that the peoples who have newly
achieved independence are only fighting against each
other after they achieved political freedom. This kind
of conflict is not in the interest of the world’s
peoples, but is the product of the colonial inheritance
whi.ch lasted for centuries, leaving the peoples in Asia,
Africa and Latin America in harsh conditions of
poverty. They have been denied their health, educa-
tional and developmental requirements. This disinte-

gration and state of conflict is largely a product of
the evil actions carried out by colonialist, fascist,
Zionist and racist circles in order to preserve their
privileges and to enlarge their exploitation, and in
order to secure their continued domination over the
peoples’ resources, and to strengthen their monopo-
lies. These forces are misusing their ownership of
these resources to sow the seeds of dispute between
peoples, off the profits from wars. They will continue
making wars through agents and puppets who are
purchasing these arms and selling the souls of their
youth. Meanwhile, bank accounts are filled with
money earned from the sweat and blood of these
peoples and transferred from their countries to the
banks in enormous, unimaginable sums.

“A number of recently-held international confe-
rences have already noted that the forces which own
the technological means on the level of information
still perpetuate a new type of colonialism. They are
imposing their values, while ignoring the values of
other small poor peoples, as if those peoples were
without roots or cultures or a heritage. In the same
way, the master in the distant past branded the slave
with his initials and called him by his own name.

“If mankind has finally succeeded in abolishing
slavery, it is still confronted until this day with a
battle for the abolition of cultural slavery in the
world as a whole. It is not secret that the United
States of America exports what it is proud to call
"the American way of life”’ to the poor peoples: this
is another way of saying that it works for the cultural
domination of the peoples of the world. Cultural
relations cannot be established except on a basis of
full equality: neither force, nor power, nor material
potentials can be a satisfactory basis for them.
Therefore, whenever mankind sacrifices for freedom
of thought and of opinion, the basis exists for the
freedom of the nations. The nation is nothing but the
end product of culture and civilization and symbols
of things which have origins going back thousands of
years. So we stress once more that without the
political freedom of nations there can be no cultural
freedom and no opportunity for education and
building culture or civilization.

““Mr. Chairman, members of the Conference,

“The reasons for tension in our world are nume-
rous, but we have to admit that among the most
important of these is the determination of the old
and modern colonialists not to respect the cultures of
other peoples. Your organization has already con-
demned all forms of racism based on race and color.
This condemnation included Zionism as a developed
form of racism which is still practised against our
Arab Palestinian peoples and misleads some of those
who believe in Judaism solely as a religion. It thereby
masks the greed of colonialists who are eager to
maintain control of the wealth of the Arab world
because they are afraid of its unity and are against the
culture and heritage of the Arab nation, which they
are determined to split.

PALESTINE

‘’Palestine is a unique case in this regard. Palestine
has a special importance because of its position at the
cross roads of three continents, Asia, Africa and
Europe, and as the center for three religions: Chris-
tianity, Judaism and Islam. It is unique because of its
history of cultural interactions and religious
tolerance, and of the interaction there between the
plains, the mountains and the coast, between
pilgrims, caravans, tradesmen, and travellers. Palestine
has an ancient history as is proven by the Holy
Books, historial writings and travel accounts. There is
no prophet or visionary who did not either pass

‘through Palestine or was born in it: | mean by this

the messengers of Heaven sent to suffering mankind.

We find that the enemies of Palestine and the
enemies of the Palestinian people have distorted the
evidences both of the Holy Books and of the
historical process, and insist that Palestine was a
desert without people when it was invaded by the
Zionist settlers. Besides they claim that Palestine is an
exclusive part of their culture, that it is their land and
their soil.

“Did you ever see a distortion, uglier and more
dangerous than this kind of thinking?

“Among the crimes of the Zionist state are the
destriction of 540 Palestinian villages with dynamite
after the brutal expulsion of their population. To this
must be added the mass killings such as the massacres
of Deir Yassin, Qibya, Kfar Qassim and Nahhalin.
These find their continuation to this very day in the
massacres of innocent Palestinian and Lebanese
civilians in South Lebanon, which are going on as |
speak before you. In recent years, Israel has
continued its campaign against the culture and
civilization of the Palestinian people by making
enormous efforts to change the face of the Holy City
of Jerusalem, destroying entire quarters, expelling
their Arab populations, defacing the city with ugly
new construction, and condoning or encouraging
attacks on places of worship such as the Church of
the Resurrection and the al-Agsa Mosque. These
measures have been condemned by your organization.
But Israel, strong in the unlimited support extended
to it by the United States of America, has not only
ignored the resolutions of U.N. bodies such as your
own, but has recently thrown down yet another
challenge to the world community by announcing the
annexation of Jerusalem to the Zionist entity. In this
is was naturally supported by the U.S.A., which
abstained from voting on the U.N. resolution
condemning this action.

““Mr. President and members of the conference:

“For more than 30 years our people have been
struggling, for existence and to gain their rights to
return, to self-determination and to establish their
own independent state on their Palestinian national
soil.
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AT BELGRADE

CHAIRMAN ARAFAT
UNESCO CONFERENCE

OUR EDUCATIONAL
AND SOCIAL REVOLUTION

“Our people started its cultural and educational
revolution years before it started its armed struggle.
Thus we say proudly that we have had two revolu-
tions, a scientific one where by our people could
acquire the highest educational rate in the region,
followed by the emergence of our militant armed
revolution.

“The PLO has followed this path, and since its
emergence has always sought to organize and
establish educational, cultural and social institutions.
The Zionist aggressor realized the danger of this, so it
has followed a policy of trying to keep our people
ignorant in occupied Palestine. It has deprived them
of the right to study their history. It imposed its lies
in the education curriculum and degraded the Arabic
language to second rank in their schools. It has
hardened their advance to higher education and
lessened the chances for employment when they get
their degrees in order to force them to emigrate from
the country. Moreover, the Israeli aggressors declared
that they will imprison or even expel whoever raises
the Palestinian flag or announces his support for the
PLO or even anyone who sings a Palestinian song. But
the U.S., its agents and the Zionist occupier have
failed to eliminate our revolution which extracts its
power from a deep-rooted civilization and from a
huge nation spread from the Ocean to the Gulf and
from friends and allies all over the world. Through all
of this they preserve mankind’s traditions in defence
of liberty and justice.”

WE ARE WITH
THE STRUGGLING PEOPLES

“Mr. Chairman and members of the conference:

““Palestine wants you to bring its name back onto
the political map as it is etched in the hearts of the
Palestinian people. This would not be possible except
through giving the Palestinian people their rights
which the world has recognized, the right to return to
their homeland, the right of self-determination and
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The Palestinian delegation meeting with Yugoslav President Cuijetin Mijatovic

the freedom to exercise its national sovereignty on its
soil through establishing its own independent state on
its national Palestinian soil.

Palestine is calling upon you to increase your
efforts to preserve its features which the occupier is
trying to eliminate. The history of Palestine is calling
upon you, you, the preservers of history and culture,
to expose the racist lies not only to correct a mistake,
a distortion in the writings of history, but also to
avoid the perpetuation of a tragedy brought about by
one state, maintaining that there is no place in it
except for those who adopt a certain religion. Even
on this level it has not gained, and will never gain, the
approval of the majority of the adherents to this
religion. Your duty as the highest international body
working in the cultural and educational fields is to
work for the reduction of tensions in the world, to
find a place for our children to live in peace in a land
of peace, far from the humiliation of life as a refugee,
so they can contribute, when they become the men
or women of the future, to the building of a human
culture embracing the whole of mankind.

“Our people while living in refugee camps of
tragedy and catastrophe are resisting, fighting and
struggling against the enemies of humankind, the
enemies of life, the enemies of culture. Therefore we
are with all struggling peoples and in one trench with
these peoples in the fight against colonialism oppres-
sion. We are with all struggling peoples in Asia, Africa
and Latin America. We are with the people fighting
for their rights in Namibia and South Africa and with
all people struggling against fascism and racism in
Latin America. We are with the campaign for
progress, democracy and social justice all over the
world. Our people will continue fighting and resisting
and we are sure we will not remain alone because all
the freedom fighters in the world and all the noble
people of the world are with us. We are advancing in
the mainstream of history and human culture and as
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