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Introduction

Since the end of World War II, the movement for the inter-
national protection of human rights has won considerable
importance, both at governmental and public opinion levels. This
importance grew not only out of the painful experience of the
war but also from the realization of the intimate connection
between the civilized treatment of the individual by political
authorities and international peace. This realization was best
reflected in the importance given to human rights in the preamble
and articles of the Charter of the United Nations, in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, as well as the Geneva Convention
on the protection of war victims.

Although the movement for the protection of human rights has
not so far led to effective alherence to its standards on the
part of governments, especially in times of wars and crises, the
movement represents a significant current in public opinion.
A good example of this significance is illustrated by the activities
and publications of the «Israeli League for Human and Civil
Rights» and its chairman Dr. Israel Shahak.

Reports on conditions of human rights in Israel and the occupied
territories are rare and difficult to obtain, due to the strict censor-
ship on the flow of information about these conditions.
Nevertheless, the Israeli League of Human and Civil Rights was
able, under very difficult circumstances, to investigate and publish
a large number of violations of human rights committed by the
Israeli government against Arabs. The collection of reports of the
League published in this volume contains samples of such
violations with a special stress on concrete cases such as the
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physical and psychological torture of political prisoners, pre-
ventive detention of innocents, expulsion of opponents or collective
punishment of whole areas ( e. g. Gaza ). The cumulative effect
of these cases already indicates the Israeli design and strategy
vis-a-vis the Palestinians under Israeli control. These cases coming
from Israeli sources also indicate that the questions Arabs have
been posing concerning the Israeli system and its disturbing role
in the area are worrying Israeli citizens as well. Originally, these
crimes were prohibited by the formulation of a number of cove-
nants of human rights. They were essentially promulgated for the
protection of Jews in Europe. However, since the creation of Israel
in 1948, the Israeli government boasts the highest record of con-
demnations by the international society for its-violation of human
rights, exceeding the record of the colonial French era in Algeria,
the American war of aggression in Vietnam, the fascist dictator-
ships in Asia and Latin America and even the racist Apartheid
regimes in South Africa and Rhodesia. In its annual sessions in
1972 and 1973, the United Nations Commission on Human Rights
adopted resolutions on Israel’s violation in the occupied territories
and considered these violations as war crimes and crimes against
humanity ( see Doc. 22 ).

Israel’s relation to International Law was well analysed by
the distinguished Lebanese lawyer Dr. George Dib : « There is a
deeprooted aversion between Israel and International Law. which
goes back to the establishment of the state itself. This aversion is
best confessed in Israel’s treatment of civilian Arabs, children,
women and old men. It is an irony of history that Israel becomes
the first and, maybe, the only state today which was international-
ly condemned for violating those principles of International Law
which. were originally issued to protect Jews from such
discriminatory measures taken against them in Nazi-Germany,
i. e., the Fourth Geneva Convention concerning the protection of
civilians which was signed in Geneva in 1949. Since the conven-
tion was drafted with the aim of avoiding the repetition of what
the Jews had. to suffer during the war, Israel was one of the first
states to sign the convention without reservation. From then on,
and especially after 1967, Israel has continuously violated this con-



vention by practicing mass and individual murder of Arab civi-
lians, torturing political prisoners, expelling opponents and dest-
roying housing facilities. These acts are, according to the conven-
tion, acts against peace and humanity. The United Nations con-
demned Israel in 1969 for these crimes, and has been doing so ever
since. The great irony is that Israel is practicing these acts against
humanity at a time when the Arab states are abstaining from such
actions and are abiding by the divine value of considering human
life as the most precious substance in the world. This makes the
war one between two unequally balanced powers: humanity and
barbarism. It is a war between Palestine, which represents a world
determined to be liberated, and Zionist Israel which represents a
barbaric world descending towards total decline.» (Translated
from the Arabic magazine — Al-Usbu’ Al-Arabi, 27. Feb. 1973 ).

The situation of human rights in Israel and the occupied
territories is, of course, a matter that involves more than inter-
national law. The complexity of strategic and economic interests
in the area make it the scene of the historical struggle of the
entire Arab peoples against the Zionist—Imperialist pact. But
human considerations and the question of human rights, in some
way, produce a common platform for the parties of different poli-
tical and cultural backgrounds to start a dialogue concerning the
solution of this problem from within their societies, by affecting
the course of the struggle towards the creation of a secular democ-
ratic state in Palestine for Arabs and Jews. The activities of the
Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights, equivalent to the ac-
tivities of several Palestinian and Arab groups of similar convic-
tions towards human rights, is a step in this direction.

Adnan Amad






Note on the Israeli League for
Human and Civil Rights

The Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights is one of the
very few Jewish organisations working publicly in Israel for a
true and creative Jewish-Arab solidarity. The League was founded
in 1935 with the original aim of defending the human rights of
Jews and Arabs under the British Mandate in Palestine. In the
course of time, and due to political and military developments
connected with the creation of Israel in 1948 and thereafter, the
League took over new aims and tasks within the scope of its
activities. Today, the League seems mainly concerned with the
human rights of Arabs living under Israeli control. After 1967,
when the real aims of Zionist strategy and Israeli policy were
most clearly exposed in the newly occupied Arab territories, the
League intensified its activities by launching a critical informa-
tion campaign over Israel’s policy and practices against the
Palestinians. In 1972, the Israeli government took indirect
measures to stop or convert the League’s activities. Since then, the
situation of the League has become more difficult. Its active
members are threatened by suppressive measures and accused of
«pro-Arabism» because they accepted «many Arabs as members
in the League.»

This organisation has also launched a successful campaign for
equal rights for Arabs in public life in Israel. It also proved its ef-
fective role in the demonstrations and manifestations last year
over the rights of the inhabitants of the villages of Berem and
Ikrit to return to their villages which are occupied by the Israeli
army since 1943. In hundreds of appeals, memorandums, reports
and speeches the League has shown a high degree of efficiency in
promoting and defending the human rights in the area.



If the Israeli government’s intention to silence the League, to
infiltrate or to convert it from its real aims proves to be successful
this year or in the future, the documents of the League in this vo-
lume might stand as an immense achievement of a group of men
and women of courage and willpower in the field of human rights.

NOTE ON DR. ISRAEL SHAHAK

The activities and publications of the Israeli League for Human
Rights were in the last three years closely acquainted with the
name of Dr. Israel Shahak, chairman of the League in these years.

Israel Shahak was born in Warsaw, Poland, in 1933 and spent his
childhood in the Warsaw Ghetto and the Nazi concentration camp
Belsen-Bergen. In 1945 he came to Palestine and since 1948 he
has been a resident of Jerusalem. In 1963 he started teaching at
the Hebrew University where he became professor of organic
chemistry in 1969.

In 1967, Dr. Shahak—like many other Israelis, was a witness to
the third Israeli military campaign against Palestinians and Arabs.
This war and its immense psychological and social impact upon
Arabs and Jews increased Shahak’s awareness of the calamity of
the human rights situation in Israel and the occupied territories.
In 1971 when his voice started to find an echo in liberal and
progressive circles all over the world, he and his League found
themselves in a similar situation to that of the rights and peoples
they were defending.

When a Swiss newspaper — «La Suisse»n — published in 1971
an article questioning «the existence of such a thing as the Israeli
League for Human Rights,» Dr. Shahak wrote to the newspaper
saying: «Your newspaper has published information from an
Israeli source that the Israeli League for Human Rights does not
exist and that I personally do not exist and do not teach at the
Hebrew University. Both allegations are not true. The Israeli
League for Human Rights was founded in 1935 and exists from
that time continuously. The present acting chairman is Mr. Ari
Shaul, the treasurer is Mrs. Yaffa Garsh. I hope I don’t sound too
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absurd in trying to prove my own existence..I had the honour
of being elected to be chairman of the League in April 1970 and
reelected in April 1971 .... I think all these facts were well known
to the source who gave you the totally misleading information
about me and the League. I don’t blame you but I hope in the
future you will be more careful in receiving and publishing
information from «sources» which follow the late Goebbels in
shameless lying.» This letter might reveal part of Dr. Shahak’s
character and civil courage. Recently, when Shahak’s position in
the League was challenged, he started publishing appeals and
documents in his own name and in his capacity as a defender
of human rights.

NOTE ON THE DOCUMENTATION (*)

The documentary part of the book consists of seven collections
of documents on various aspects of human rights violations. The
first six parts are a reproduction of original reports of the League
during the period 1970 — 1973. The last part (VII) was
added for the special purpose of tracing the influence of the
League. Documents 18 and 19 of this part contain repetition of
cases found in preceding documents, a matter which could not be
avoided in order to maintain the integrity of their contents.

The documents are arranged in accordance with their subject
and chronological order except when it seemed unavoidable to
make displacement or disposition.

Comments and notes of the editor are kept to a minimum in
order to display the full informative capacity of the documents
and allow them to speak for themselves.

(*) Grammatical and typographical errors in the original English transla-
tion have been corrected (ed.).






Documents of the League

Part 1

Background and Activities






1

MEMORANDUM
of the League on Conditions in the
Occupied Territories

To : THE UN COMMISSION ON THE ISRAELI PRACTICES IN
THE OCCUPIED TERRITORIES, N.Y., US.A.

and

THE INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE FOR THE RIGHTS OF
MAN, N.Y., US.A.

affiliated to the International League for the Rights of Man,
N.Y,, US.A.

In its special meeting on 8th June, 1970, the Executive of the
Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights decided to appoint
Mr. Joseph Abileah to testify before the UN Commission on the
Israeli Practices in the Occupied Territories.

The attached Memorandum drafted by the Chairman, Dr. Israel
Shahak and the Vice-Chairman, Mr. Uriel Davis, was authorised
by the Executive to be presented by Executive Member, J. Abileah,
who will answer further questions concerning this Memorandum.

Dr. Israel Shahak Mr. Uriel Davis
Chairman Vice-Chairman

(*#) The memorandum was published under the title «Israelis versus Israel»
by the Office of the League of Arab States, London (ed.).
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(i) INTRODUCTION

We would like to make a personal note. We, the regular readers
of the Israeli press somehow got accustomed to reading titles
such as: «Three Houses Blow-Up In Hebrony «Twelve Hour
Curfew On Gaza Will Continue For Several More Days,» «A Man
Killed In Nablus During Curfew Hours,» etc.

We are so accustomed that we hardly notice the news; since our
mind is finite we do not, and cannot continually register the sum
total. It became a daily characteristic of our life in Israel and of
the situation in the occupied territories, to the extent that it is
barely noticeable.

When we sat over our files and ran over our clippings we were
alarmed. Even we, who are acutely conscious of the Israeli overall
and daily policy of the day-by-day violation of Human Rights
in Israel and the occupied territories. were shocked at the alar-
ming figures. Who would have thought that 7,554 houses were
blown and/or razed by 15th November, 1969, in the occupied
territories.

We are submitting this memorandum for international publica-
tion in the profoundest belief that by so doing we are serving our
people and the cause of peace in the best possible way: we hope
that this will be a significant contribution to the local and inter-
national efforts of solving the Middle-Eastern conflict on basis
of securing all and every individual and national human rights
of all parties concerned.

(ii) POLITICAL OPPRESSION

The conspicuous feature of the Israeli occupation regime (like
every other occupation) is the denial of all rights of political
expression and organisation. All organisation, including Mutual
Aid Organisation, Pupil Councils, etc., is forbidden. The Muslim
Religious (Sharia) Courts have lost their legal legitimation and
right of operation, labour union officials are systematically arres-
ted or expelled. In other words the freedom. complete freedom of
expression and organisation provided by the Bill of Human Rights
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(freedom of political organisation, demonstrations, assemblies and
every other form of political non-violent activity) is totally denied
to the Palestinians under the Israeli occupation.

(1) Zo Ha-Derech, 15th January, 1969. People selling the Israeli
bi-weekly Al-Ittihad (legal in Israel) in the West Bank were
sentenced to various prison terms.

(2) Ibid, 21st May, 1969. Five high-school teachers were
sentenced to four-five months’ imprisonment for belonging to
an «illegal organisation.» Their lawyer, F. Langer, has read before
the court the constitution of this association, which defined the
objectives of the association as: mutual help for secondary school
students, co-operation with international students organisation and
contribution to the cause of peace.

(3) Ibid, 4th January, 1970. High school students in Jericho
are administratively imprisoned for the constitution of a pupil
mutual help organisation.

(4) Ha-Aretz, Tth May, 1970, After a non-violent strike held in
Ramallah and al-Bira, the military governor of Ramallah area
announced to the notables of the two cities that he has cancelled
all permits of Ramallah and al-Bira merchants to import sheep
from the East Bank and will not allow the Ramallah Emigrants in
U.S.A. Association to pass over to the Ramallah Municipality the
$ 100,000 donation collected abroad.

(iii) LABOUR EXPLOITATION

Many thousands of Palestinian labourers from the occupied
territories are employed in Israel. The Palestinian worker does
not receive the same payment for the same work as his Israeli
countpart; as a matter of fact they are not receiving payment
from their employer at all. The employer pays the Israeli govern-
ment which deducts about 40% and pays the rest to the
Palestinian labourers. These deducted sums are being accumulated
in a special fund in the name of the State of Israel and have
reached in May, 1970, IL50.000.000. It should be noted that the
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official legitimation of the deduction is claimed to be social wel-
fare, organisation and travel tax, while the Palestinian labourers
from the occupied territories are denied by legislation all social
welfare rights such as health insurance, pension, etc.

During the last half year the transportation of Palestinian
labourers from the Gaza Strip to Israel has become increasingly
difficult; some factories in Israel have, therefore, established
closed camps in the factory area for male and female Palestinian
labourers from the occupied territories, where they live in tents
and huts.

(1) Ha-Aretz, 1st August, 1969. « Manpower engineers con-
temptuously wave away Minister P. Sapir’s statement that we are
turning the Arabs into hewers of wood and drawers of water of
the state. It is clear, they say, that someone has to execute this
sort of labour even in the most technologically developed country.»

(2) Ibid, 4th August, 1969. Jewish labourers used to receive IL85
for harvesting one ton of sugar beet. Palestinian workers from the
occupied territories receive now IL22-24 for harvesting 37 tons of
sugar beet.

(3) Ha-Aretz, 8th August, 1969. According to official statements
from November, 1968, to March, 1969, 16,500 labourers from the
occupied territories worked in Israel. They were paid (gross) in
this period IL2.760.000 from which IL1.180.000 was deducted—i.e.
about 40%.

(4) Maariv, 17th December, 1969. Out of IL18 which is the daily
pay of an Israeli agricultural labourer, IL6-8 are deducted by the
Government Employment Services, so that an agricultural
labourer from the occupied territories gets IL12-10 (if he works
in Israel). It is forbidden thet the employer pay him directly.
All payment should — by legislation — be done via the govern-
ment or the military agencies.

(5) Yediot Aharonot, 20th January, 1970. About half of agri-
cultural labourers in Ashkelon area and workers in food industry
in the same area are labourers from the Gaza Strip.
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(6) Voice of Israel, 6th April, 1970, 13.00 and Ha-Aretz  30th
April, 1970, report that several factories in Ashkelon area con-
structed close tent and hut camps in the factory areas where the
Palestinian labourers from the occupied territories, and especially
from the Gaza Strip, live for long periods.

(7) Ha-Aretz, 13th May, 1970. The General Labour Union of
Israeli workers demanded payments from the labourers of the
occupied territories. The sum demanded was IL500.000 (that is to
say that approximately 101.50.000.000 deducted from salaries of
labourers from the occupied territories are held by the Israel

Treasury).

(iv) THE PRINCIPLES OF COLLECTIVE
PUNISHMENT

Ever since the beginning of the Israeli occupation in 1967,
collective punishment was a principle of wide application. Various
instances of this will be found in the chapters of this memoran-
dum, e.g.: blowing-up houses, taking hostages, expulsion of Pales-
tinian leaders and notables, curfews, etc. The man personally res-
ponsible for the Israeli policies in the occupied territories is De-
fence Minister Moshe Dayan. It might be revealing to quote his re-
ply to M.P. Uri Avneri’s query about the blowing-up of the house
where Mrs. Aida Isa Saad lived (in Gaza) although the house
was not owned by her, nor by her parents; they only rented a dewl-
ling there. The house was blown-up on the 20th March, 1969 ( Zo
Ha-Derech, 14th May, 1969). Mr. M. Dayan asserted that the au-
thorities indeed blew up the house. When asked again by M.P.
Avneri: «Is the Ministry of Defence acting in such cases according
to the principles of collective responsibility of the whole family
for one of its members?» Minister M. Dayan answered: «Yes.»

(v) BLOWING-UP OF HOUSES

We are herewith submitting the report of a most distinguished
man of science and international renown, a Palestinian Arab who
has lived under the Israeli occupation since 1967. His name is
registered with us, and will be submitted in confidence to the UN
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BLOWING-UP OF HOUSES BY THE ISRAELI MILITAR,

Location (Area)

JERUSALEM
LATROUN
IMWAS
BEIT NUBA
YALU

SAMARIA
NABLUS-JENIN
TULKARM-TUBAS
QALQILYA-JIFTLIK, etc,

HEBRON

JEBEL KHALIL—HEBRON
BEIT AWA AND MERSIM
HALHOUL

GAZA-
GAZA-KHAN YUNIS
DEIR AL-BALAH-RAFAH

RAMALLAH-BIREH AND
SURROUNDING VILLAGES
BETHLEHEM
SURROUNDING VILLAGES
AND REFUGEE CAMPS

TOTALS

1st Inquiry Date

11th June, 1967
to 5th April, 1968

2rd InquiryD,
From

5th April, 1963

to 10th Sept., 1y

From

145 290
1,830 2,500
2,635 3,703

399 427

280 322

33
36
45 i
5367 7,355

The las figure of 7,554 does not include any houses in!
occupied Golan Heights, because of lack of verification. Howe
the Jerusalem Post printed the following article in the issue
5th October, 1969, United Nations (Reuter)

« Syria said last week that Israel demolished at least
villages* in the occupied Golan Heights within a 10 month per



HE OCCUPIED AREAS 1969 — AFTER THE CEASEFIRE

3rd Inquiry Date

From
10th Sept., 1969
to 15th Nov., 1969

342
2,500

3,719

519

352

44

w |
7,554

Remarks (*)

Please read the name of the owner on Schedu-
le 1 of the attached. The 1st figure is my esti-
mate. The corrected figures were from tax
roles submitted by Muktars and village leaders
of the totally demolished villages.

The 1st figure is from a furnished list. Later
other villages in the area were brought to my
attention. They are shown in 2nd and 3rd
dates. See attached schedule.

The destruction of 87 houses in Halhoul was
brought to my attention the 1st week of No-
vember, 1969. See attached schedule.

First figure was from the London Times, 23rd
March, 1968. Later I was furnished with a
completed list by reliable source supplying
number and names of owners. See attached
schedule.

See attached schedules

(¥)The schedule and other specifications can be
obtained from the author.

ling in July. It is said the Israel police aimed at eviction of all
,000 Syrian inhabitants from the area. In a letter to UN Sec.
n. U-Thant, Syrian Ambassador George Tomeh said the Israeli
s showed Israel’s determination to erase in the most barbaric
hion all traces of Arab life and property in the occupied ter-

ries.y

(Jerusalem Post. 13th April. 1969)



Committee on the Practices of the Israeli Authorities in the Occu-
pied Territories by our representative at his testimony on 10th
June. This report covers the period ending on 15th November,
1969.

The blowing up of houses is a continual practice in the occupied
territories;* cases occuring after the above date are mentioned in
our first memorandum to the UN Committee dated 20th April,
1970.

(vi) ADMINISTRATIVE DETENTIONS, EXPULSIONS
AND TORTURE

According to official Israeli sources, there are 1,000 administra-
tive detainees from the occupied territories in Israeli gaols.** This
number does not include the numerous prisoners who have been
charged, but not brought to court. Many of this second category
are kept for long periods in gaol—but rather than brought before
court, they are often simply released. Many of them agree to emig-
rate, or as it is officially put «agree to be expelled.»

Almost all convinctions in the Israeli Military Courts in the occu-
pied territories are based on confession by the accused. In very
many cases the prisoners deny their confession in court and com-
plain of being coerced under torture. They describe exactly the
various methods of torture applied on them, sometimes even
point out the evidence of torture in the courtroom and offer to be
submitted to medical investigation to support and prove their
complaint of torture under interrogation. In all cases there was no
official judicial investigation of these complaints Even in cases
where an obviously incapacitated man with physical marks of tor-
ture appears before the court, the court of the Appeal Commission
refuses investigations into the matter.

(*) Refer to pp. 18-19 for a detailed summary.
(**)This figure is as of the time When Shahak’s Memorandum was written.
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During the last months the situation worsened: now Miliary
Courts refuse even to hear preliminary claims and complaints of
torture, unless the accused presents to the court the full names of
his torturers. (This should be quite difficult, since tortures do not
usually introduce themselves.) It was also decided ( Zo Ha-
Derech, 22nd April, 1970) that Military Courts will not investigate
into the behaviour and conduct of interrogators during interro-
gation, «noting the importance and vitality of their security
responsibilities in this area, it is the duty of the court to avoid
disturbing them in their task» (from the proceedings of the
Ramallah court, ibid) *

We are referring all interested individuals and organisations to
the lawyers : Mrs. F. Langer, Koresh St. No. 14, Jerusalem; Mr.
Ali Rafi’ ibid; Mr. Hanna Nakara, al-Khouri St. No. 23, Haifa,
and Mr. Sabri Jaris, Eliyahu ha-Navi St. No. 1, Haifa, for further
information on the subject.

The situation in our opinion is very grave and becomes continu-
ally worse. We would like to recommend in this form the consti-
tution of an international commission of investigation composed
of judges from countries not hostile to Israel which will investiga-
te these allegations of torture, which in our opinion are well subs-
tantiated. We would like to bring to your attention that Amnesty
Internaional’s recommendation of investigations to be carried out
by Israeli judges was refused by the government of Israel.

(vii) EXPULSIONS *

(1) Maariv, 6th September, 1968, reported that four Palestinians
were expelled to Jordan.

(2) Yediot Aharonot, 25th October, 1968, reported that four
Palestinian. notables were expelled to Jordan, amongst which
were a doctor, a child doctor, and the vice-mayor of Nablus.

(8) Maariv, 30th October, 1968, reported that 10 Palestinian
notables were expelled to Jordan included the chairman of the

(*) Ths is a selection referring only to the period September 1968—March
1970. In many cases expulsion is referred to in the Israeli press as
permission to pass over to the Eastern Bank of Jordan.
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teachers’ association of the West Bank, the chairman of the Red
Crescent, three teachers and an education inspector.

(}) Yediot Aharonot, 25th November, 1968, reports: Eight Pales-
tinians were expelled to Jordan, mostly teachers, including two
women. The expulsion was carried out after a quarter of an hour’s
notice.

(5) Ha-Aretz, 15th December, 1968 : An ex-police sergeant was
expelled with all his family.

(6) Maariv, 10th February, 1969, reports : Seven youngsters
were expelled to Jordan.

(7) Ha-Aretz, 28th April, 1969, reports : Two women—a secre-
tary of the women association in Nablus and her daughter—
were expelled.

(8) Ha-Aretz, Tth May, 1969, reports Doctor Faysal Zanaan,
a dentist from Nablus, was reported as expelled to Jordan.

(9) Ha-Aretz, 21st May, 1969, reports : A whole bedouin tribe
was expelled from the Jordan Valley.

(10) Maariv, 8th June, 1969, reports : Nine notables including
teachers, a labour leader, and the engineer of the town of Nablus,
were expelled to Jordan. They were not permitted to see their fa-
milies before expulsion.

(11) Maariv, 3rd July, 1969, reports: Three Palestinian notables.
a doctor and two lawyers, were exiled for three months.

(12) Ha-Aretz, 9th March, 1969, reports  Seven Palestinians
from the Gaza Strip were expelled to Jordan.

(13) Ha-Aretz, 3lst March. 1969, reports : « The priest Elias
Khuri has agreed to sign a request for expulsion to Jordan.

(1}) Ha-Aretz, 17th September, 1969, reports : An education
inspector and an apothecary were expelled to Jordan.

(15) Ha-Aretz, 1Tth April, 1969, reports: Dr. Muammar from
Beit Hanina (near Jerusalem) was expelled to Jordan.

(16) Maariv, 16th September, 1969, reports Two Palestinian
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notables from Hebron were expelled to Jordan.

(17) Maariv, 24th April, 1969, reports: Five of the chief educa-
tors of the West Bank were expelled to Jordan.

(18) Ha-Aretz, Tth October, 1969, reports : Nadim al-Zaru, the
mayor of Ramallah, and nine notables were expelled to Jordan.

(19) Ha-Aretz, 24th October, 1969, reports: A student was expel-
led to Jordan.

(20) Maariv, 4h November, 1969, reports: Three mukhtars of the
Taamara tribe were expelled to Jordan.

(21) Ha-Aretz, 17th December, 1969, reports : Six Palestinian
notables from Gaza were exiled to the Sinai desert for an unlimi-

ted period.

(22) Maariv, 19th March, 1970, reports: Five Palestinians were
expelled to Jordan.

We would like to draw your attention to a petition submitted
to the occupation authorities by 24 Palestinian notables in protest
of the expulsions of several Palestinians leaders, i.e., Lawyer An-
tun Abdullah from Jerusalem, Ibrahim Dakar and Kamal Nasr
from Ramallah and Sheikh Abdallah Hamid al-Saib, the Mufti of
Jerusalem. (Reported in Zo Ha-Derech, 10th January, 1969.) It
said : « This method is against international rules and the funda-
mental rights of an inhabitant to live in his land and in his house.

Shamefully, the occupation authorities declared openly that
the expulsions are punishments for non-collaboration. It is well
known that it is the fundamental right of every individual occu-
pation regime not to collaborate with the conqueror so long as he
does nothing to endanger the security of the ruling or the ruled.»

(viii) KILLING DURING CURFEW #

(1) Zo Ha-Derech, 4th December, 1968: Three were killed and
six were wounded in Gaza from the firing of the army into crowd.

(*) A selection covering only the period Dec. 1968—April 1970.
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(2) Ha-Aretz, 1st January, 1969: A boy and a woman were killed
in Hebron. The official explanation: they refused to stop when
demanded to do so.

(3) Ibid, 21st January, 1969: The army fired on a crowd of wo-
men: one was killed, and nine were wounded.

(4) Yediot Aharonot, 22nd May, 1969: An Arab who refused to
stop at the demand of an army patrol was killed in Gaza.

(5) Ha-Aretz, 14th November, 1969: Two inhabitants of Rafah
were killed while being in the street during curfew hours.

(6) Ibid, 1st May, 1969: A boy was killed in Nablus for similar
reasons.

(7) Ibid, 3rd April, 1970: An inhabitant of Beit Hanun (Gaza
Strip) was killed during curfew hours.

(8) Ibid, 13th April, 1970: An inhabitant of Gaza was killed du-
ring the curfew.

(9) Ibid, 16th March, 1970: An Israel Arab was killed in Gaza
when the army fired into a crowd.

(10) Ibid, 24th March, 1970: An inhabitant of Nablus was killed
during the curfew,

(11) Maariv, 24th April, 1970: Two inhabitants of Rafah were
killed during the curfew.

(ix) TORTURE (*)

(1) Zo® Ha-Derech, 17th January, 1968: Naim al-Ashhab, from
East Jerusalem, who was arrested in November 1967, complained
of severe beating in the Jerusalem gaol.

(2) Ibid, Curfew was imposed and investigations were un-
dertaken in a refugee camp in Gaza (31,000 inhabitants); male po-
pulation from the age of 17 to 60 was removed into a closed com-
pound and held for 36 hours in pouring rain and severe cold. A
considerable number fainted.

(*) The selection covers the period 1968-1970.
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(8) Ibid, 21st February, 1968: A wave of arbitrary arrests of
women and youngsters were made in the West Bank and Gaza.
More than 300 women, representatives of all women organisations
in the West Bank, signed a petition addressed to Defence Minister
M. Dayan, in which they complained: «The authorities are arres-
ting many women with no reason: those women are not charged....
The cruel and terroristic actions of the occupation authorities in
Gaza Strip include destruction of huts, houses, citrus orchards,
water wells engines, curfews for several days irrespective of the
needs of children and old men and prevention of first medical aid
and necessary treatment of the sick.»

(4) Ibid, 8th May, 1968: After a non-violent strike in Ramallah
and al-Bira, travel in and out of the two cities was totally cut off;
this was described as an «educational action.»

(5) Ibid, 29th May, 1968: Henri Habash, Nabil Diab, Walid al-
Dusi, Ziad Hanna Amira, Muhammad Abu Kabir, Ziad Muham-
mad Abu Mazir from East Jerusalem complained of being tortured
at the Jerusalem police station and pointed out in court the police-
man who tortured them. They were accused of distributing leaflets
calling for a non-violent strike.

(6) Ibid, 24th July, 1968: Lawyer Jamil Shalhub submitted a
complaint to Defence Minister, Minister of Police and Prime
Minister, concerning the pupil Muaid Uthman al-Bahash from the
Nablus al-Salahiyya Secondary School. He was arrested on the 9th
of December, 1967. No visit whatever were permitted for a period
of six months. When finally allowed a visit he was found with his
left hand completely paralysed and gave the following declaration
of torture in the Sarafand Military prison: «I was hanged by my
hands to the ceiling, pulled down by my legs, flogged and beaten
on my sexual parts until I lost consciousness. I was chained, hands
and feet, and compelled to run under the compulsion of flogging.
I was left alone only after I was bleeding in all parts of my body.
Urine was poured over me. Electrodes were attached to my body
and head and electrical current was sent through. Cigarettes were
extinguished on my body and head and scars remained till this
very day.» No investigation was carried out.

(7) Ibid, 4th September, 1968: The prisoner Aballa Taha
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Adama on meeting her lawyer, F. Langer, at the Jerusalem gaol
where she was arrested in the presence of Ali Rafi’ and inspector
Golan, burst into tears and complained of torture; Inspector Golan
tried to hush her, yet to no avail. She said that immediately
after her arrest she was put into a cell with several Jewish pros-
titutes, who stripped her naked in the presence of the policemen
and beat her brutally. Then, still naked, she was put into a punish-
ment cell, where she was denied elementary sanitation facilities
and was forced to relieve herself in the cell for three days. She
was left naked eight more days and then brutally kicked by a
policeman named Duwayk. She was pregnant and started to bleed.
Her request for medical treatment was refused.

(8) Ibid, Lutfi al-Huwari met his lawyer, F. Langer, on the 12th
August, 1968, and told a similar story.

(9) Ibid, 17th October, 1968: A demonstration of school girls in
Nablus was broken up by shooting into the crowd, several girls
were wounded.

(10) Ibid, 4th December, 1968: Yahya Asad Abd al-Rahman al-
Jasim, secondary school pupil from Gaza, was arrested in October
1967. He complained of torture, and was charged with subversive
activities on 1st January, 1968. For 10 months he was waiting for
his trial, and the charge was cancelled. The accused was not
released, but remained in gaol by administrative ordinance issued
on 30th October, 1968.

(11) Ibid, 18th December, 1968: Hassan Isa Hassan al-Batat,
aged 15 from school on the charge of not carrying an identity
card. He explained that since he is 15 years old, he is not entitled
to an identity card; yet he was carried to Hebron jail and was
beaten on his head. He died a few hours after he was released. A
local doctor identified the cause of his death as brain injury.

(12) Ibid, 26th December, 1968 Uthman al-Aaraj from East
Jerusalem, was arrested during the demonstration of school girls
near the Nablus Gate. He was brought to the Jerusalem police
station, put into a cell and stripped naked. Three plain clothes
policemen beat him with a stick on his body, especially on his
sexual parts, inserted the stick into his rectum, and then pushed

24



it into his mouth. The prisoner was left naked and beaten again
put still refused to confess. He was freed on 28th October, 1968, and
cautioned not to speak with anybody about his interrogation.
However, he immediately consulted a doctor, who issued a state-
ment asserting grievous bodily injuries. He then forwarded a com-
plaint to the authorities. The next day, 29th October, he was re-
arrested and held in an isolation cell until all marks of the tortu-
re disappeared, without being interrogated again. He was then

freed.

(13) Ibid, Rajib Abd al Muati Abu Ras from al-Bira was
arrested in October 1967, held six months in prison, charged and
acquitted without being brought before court. Re-arrested imme-
diately again by administrative ordinance and held in isolation.
His fellow-prisoners reported to his family that he was hanged by
his hands, lost several of his finger nails, and he was compelled
many times to drink water from the faeces container. He was re-
leased on 12th December, 1968; his torn out finger nails were
observed by his lawyer and a complaint was submitted to the
Minister of Justice. On the next day he was again re-arrested by
administrative ordinance for the period of six months.

(14) Ibid, 28th January, 1969: In his reply at the Israeli Parlia-
ment (Knesset) to a query concerning the killing of three Pales-
tinians and the wounding of seven (including a six year old child),
Defence Minister M. Dayan stated that firing into the crowd is
legal.

(15) Ibid, 26th March, 1969: Qaim Abu Agar, from East
Jerusalem, was arrested and died in the Jerusalem gaol. His death
was not investigated, but his body was brought by the police
straight to the cemetery and his family was compelled to bury him
instantly.

(16) Ibid, 7th May, 1969 Dawud Ali Ariqat, from Jericho,
arrested on 23rd March, 1969; he was not allowed to see his lawyer
for over a month and on meeting him complained of torture in the
Jerusalem gaol by plain clothes policemen. A complaint was sent
to Minister of Police and Defence Minister.

(17) Ibid, 18th June, 1969 : The following are details of the con-
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ditions in Hebron gaol: prisoners are permitted to relieve them-
selves only twice a day, at 7.00 p.m. and 6.00 a.m., each time for
one and a half minutes. Washing is allowed only twice a week, and
not allowed on other days, even for lustration before daily prayers.
There are no daily walks and the cells are terribly overcrowded.

(18) Ibid, 23rd July, 1969 Naim al-Ashhab complains in a
letter from his prison: «During my imprisonment I finally came to
know the meaning of the Israeli democracy. . .. Even in the field
of medical treatment in gaol there is racial discrimination be-
tween Jews and Arabs....I have come to know Israelis encoura-
ging and promoting the execution of homosexual assault against
Arab political prisoners in full knowledge and approval of the pri-
son management.» (The prisons concerned are Ramleh and Jeru-
salem gaols.)

(19) Ibid,20th August, 1969: In the Military Court of Ramallah
a long series of torture carried out in the Jerusalem prison was
revealed. Lawyer Bashir al-Khayri, Abu al-Hadi Awda and Abu
Hadidha, who were represented by their lawyers Antun Jasir and
F. Langer, testified that they were prevented from seeing their
lawyers for about a month, and finally, when Mr. Bashir al-Khayri
was allowed to see his lawyer in the presence of the police, and
began complaining of torture, he was immediately taken away on
the claim that he was not speaking to the point. The police doctor
was called by the prosecution in rebuttal and was proven in cross-
examination not to have examined the accused at all.

(20) Ivid, 4th September, 1969: Sami Abu Diyab, Abd al-Latif
Id from East Jerusalem, complained during their trial on the fol-
lowing tortures. Abu Diyab gave the following evidence: «I was
beaten by a stick and iron wire, I was hanged by my feet upside
down and a bullet was inserted into my rectum and I lost con-
sciousness.» Abd al-Latif Id: «I was beaten with a nailed ruler, I
was beaten on my eyes, I was hanged down by chained feet, a
bullet was inserted into my rectum and I lost consciousness.»
When the prosecutor suggested that they were lying Abu Diyab
answered: «We have honour and we are speaking the truth. It is
the interrogators who lie because they are torturing us and then
swearing in court that they never touched us.»
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(21) Ibid, Prison conditions in the Ashkelon gaol: priso-
ners are forbidden to address their warders, unless they literally
lower their heads, they sleep in shifts on the floor (without. mat-
tresses). The prisoners, who by and large are on administrative
detention and are mostly educated, are refused books and other
reading material. Prisoners are allowed to relieve themselves only
twice a day (7.00 p.m. and 6.00 a.m.) for one and a half minutes
only.

(22) Ibid, 24th September, 1969: Yusuf Abdallah Udwan,
prisoner in Tul-Karm by administrative ordinance dated 29th
March, 1969. He was refused permission to see his lawyer, F.
Langer. On 8th September, 1969, he was brought before the Com-
mission of Appeal and his lawyer had seen him there. He reported
that he was roughly beatenby a stick in all parts of hisbody until
he could not move about by himself for long periods. He was tor-
tured by electrical instruments and lighted matches. A favourite
torture consisted of burning his lips with lighted matches and as-
king him to put them out, The representative of the International
Red Cross was not allowed to see him. The chairman of the Appeal
Commission refused to hear anything on this matter, claiming
that it is no business and no concern of the Commission.

(23) Ibid, Ishaq al-Marajai, from East Jerusalem, arrested
in March 1969, complains of being hanged by the feet and flogged
in this position, beaten on his head with a stick and had hot and
cold water alternately poured over him. He was also tortured with
electrodes. He is incapacitated to this very day and the scars on
his head are clearly visible.

(24) Ibid, 19th December, 1969 : On further sessions of the
Ramallah Military Court on the Bashir al-Khayri case the prisoner
reported again of torture undergone in the Jerusalem gaol. When
cross-examined by the prosecutor on his torture allegations he
declared to the court: «The prosecutor says there are no beating
and torture in your regime. He tries to show that my evidence is a
lie. T ask this court to visit right now the prison of Ramallah
which is situated only a few meters away and I will show the
scores of people who have undergone torture and are bleeding all
over with broken hands. If you truly want to do justice fulfil my
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request.» His lawyer, F. Langer, supported his petition, but the
reply of the court was: «You must defend yourself and not others,
and we are not interested in visiting prisons.»

(25) Ibid, 6th May, 1970: In her open letter to the Minister of
Police entitled «Where is the Truth, Mr. Police Minister.» Lawyer
F. Langer sums up cases of torture reported to her during the past
six months:

(a) Abd al-Mutailib Abu Ramila, from East Jerusalem, was
reported as insane three months after his imprisonment.

(b) Naim al-Ashhab was again beaten, this time by Jewish
prisoners in the Shatta prison who were reported to have
been instigated to do so.

(c) Abd al-Hadi Awda and Abu Hadidha (see also item 19)
gave evidence in the Ramallah Military Court and reported
on the tortures they have undergone during police interroga-
tions in Jerusalem. Abu Hadidha has shown the court the
wounds on his head. He also reported on the tortures he had
undergone in the Sarafand gaol.

In her open letter to the Minister of Police, Lawyer F. Langer
said: «Your Honour is informed of Ishaq Ali al-Marajai’s case.
Mr. Marajai pointed out the names of the interrogators who have
beaten him in the Jerusalem poice station, and described his tor-
tures (see item 23). The charges against him were cancelled and
he is now an administrative prisoner. He is still incapacitated and
the wounds on his head are still open. He was invited by police
officers to testify on his complaints of torture, but was not allowed
to invite his lawyer to be present during his testimony—and this
was the end of the police investigation. The Police Ministry then
alleged that he refused to testify and there was no further eviden-
ce to support his claims. Can such procedure be called investiga-
tion? Why were those who could testify of being eye-witnesses,
who have seen the prisoner, not be allowed to testify in the pre-
sence of his lawyer?... Is the evidence engraved on the man’s body
not sufficient testimony?»
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2

Civil Rights in Israel Today (")

When I decided to speak to you tonight, I was motivated by the
fact that we have in Israel now a very strong and positive Jewish/
Arab movement. Both peoples are struggling together, under the
slogang ‘Long Live Jewish-Arab Solidarity’ for a standard of jus-
tice common to every single human being. This has been accentua-
ted by the demonstration made concerning the villages of Bir'im
and Ikrit, and the subsequent demonstration in Jerusalem when
about five thousand people, Jews and Arabs, marched together in
agreement, struggling together and believing in the same task.

However, in view of the Munich affair..., I would like to begin
with my utmost condemnation of any act of terrorism against civi-
lians and unarmed human beings. I think every human being has
the privilege of saying he is right, but I think that I have even
more [right] than most because I have without hesitation condem-
ned the taking of hostages and the killing of civilians carried out
by my own Government. I make no distinctions: I say that taking
hostages and then causing their death is a dastardly act in itself.
Every human being is a world of his own. I would add that it ma-
kes much morve difficult the task of those people who are strugg-
ling together for equal justice for all in the Middle East.

(*) This speech by Dr. Israel Shahak, Chairman of the Israeli League for
Human and Civil Rights was given at The Friends’ House in London
Sept. 6, 1972. It was published by the Committee for Justice in the
Middle East, London.
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I want now to talk about the situation of the non-Jewish (which
means the Palestinian Arab) minority in Israel; I will speak brief-
ly later on about discrimination against non-Arab groups. But of
course, the greatest volume of discrimination is against the Pales-
tinian minority, and I will divide this subject into three of the
most important situations in which discriminaion is practised.

I will begin wih a concept which will be practically unknown
to some of you, or to most of you who are dependent on the West-
ern press for your information; this is the concept of Judaisation.
I don’t know if this word exists in English, but it does in Hebrew,
and I will illustrate it with an example.

About fifteen miles north-east of Haifa there is a town called
Carmiel, founded in 1965 (actually on confiscated Arab land be-
longing to a village called Deir el-Asad, but that is another ques-
tion). This town is reserved, by law and officially, for Jews. Arabs
are prohibited by law not only from living there, but even from
opening a business there. About a year and a half ago there was
the case of a Druse Palestinian (actually an ex-officer of the
Israeli Police) who wanted to open a business there — a quarry
for building-stone — and was refused. There was an even more
shocking case about five months ago near Carmiel. Mr. Moham-
mad Ma’'rouf, a ric hman from the village of Deir el-Asad wanted
to open a factory in Carmiel; there was an extraordinary discus-
sion over whether he should be given permission or not, and as it
stands at present, his permit is refused.

To give you the atmosphere of the situation of the Arabs in
Israel, and to make you realise how little you hear about the real
situation, I will read you some of the opinions expressed by the
notables of Carmiel on this question, it being understood that my
source is mainly the Hebrew press.

This is from Ha'aretz, the important Hebrew paper, of 18th Feb-
ruary of this year (1972). The Secretary of the Workers’ Council of
by the name of Moshe Prishmore, says: «If the decision is positive
and Ma’rouf is allowed to open his business, then his workers, the
Arabs, would have to live here. We will not make Carmiel a se-
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cond Acre. (Acre is a city where Jews and Arabs live together).
We really want Jews to live and work here.» And his Secretary,
Mrs. Rahl Tirosch, says: «But if they allow the Arabs to be here,
they would defeat the purpose for which Carmiel was built: the
Judaisation of Galilee.»

The Deputy Mayor of the local Council, Mr. Shmuel Freider,
says: « I am against Arabs living here while Carmiel has a popu-
lation of 4,500; when we have 15,000 perhaps .. ..» «But hundreds
of Arab workers are actually working in Carmiel today,» the
journalist pointed out. The response was: «Right, but only in
Jewish entreprises and in menial jobs.» Any new business which
might be founded by Arabs would have to obtain permission
based on the condition that Jewish residents should be employed.

In order to understand the situation fully, imagine the same
thing happening here in London. Suppose, for example, that a
society were founded by the Christians of this city for the Chris-
tianization of Whitechapel or of Golders Green, and that this
society, helped by the Greater London Council, proceeded to con-
fiscate or even to buy shops and businesses on condition that they
should only be rented or given to Christians, and that Jews should
only be employed there in very menial jobs. Carmiel is not alone. I
quote it only because I have a particularly good article on it. This
situation is general in Israel; there is the upper Nazareth, there
are very many towns in which this situation occurs.

Not only do I oppose these things as a human being, I must say
also that I oppose them as a Jew and as a man who is proud to be
a Jew, because I cannot demand any human rights for Jewish
People in any place in the world if T am not fighthing for exactly
the same rights to be given to Palestinians. Secondly, a situation
in which there is racial persecution of non-Jews in Israel must
ultimately cause anti-semitism throughout the world. You cannot
divide justice: either there will be human rights for every people
in the Middle East, rights for Arabs to settle and live and open
businesses and work in any place in Israel, or the situation will
become such that Jews will be segregated here in London too,
under the same conditions in which the Arabs are now segregated
in Israel.
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The main organisation behind this programme of so-called Ju-
daisation, which is also very active here in England, is the Jewish
National Fund. I oppose this organisation inside Israel — and of
cours outside to — because its constitution and regulations sti-
pulate openly that it buys or acquires land in order to rent it only
to Jews or to employ only Jews on it. If fact, a very large amount,
indeed a majority, of the land of Israel belongs to this organisa-
tion and is subject to these conditions.

The second situation in which we may examine discrimination
against Arabs concerns their human rights in their own places of
residence; we are not talking here about the right to move to
Carmiel or anywhere else in Israel, but about the places where
they are living now, having been Israeli citizens for twenty-four
and a half years. Let me begin by citing as an example my col-
league on the executive committee of the Israeli League for Hu-
man Rights, an Arab lawyer from Nazareth called Abdul-Hafiz
Dorawsha. Although this man is a lawyer, he is administratively
restricted to Nazareth, What happens when he wants to attend a
session of the district court in Haifa, and what is the procedure
if he wants to attend a meeting of the executive committee of the
Israeli League for Human Rights in Tel Aviv or Jerusalem? The
procedure is as follows: at least two weeks beforehand he has to
go to the nearest police station and apply for a permit. The appli-
cation goes to the military commander of the area and he either
grants the permit or he does not. To be fair, I must say that he
always gets permission to appear in court but not always for at-
tending meetings of the Israeli League for Human Rights.

I will give another example, again of somebody I know perso-
nally. One of my Arab friends in Israel, a man called Uthman Abu
Ra’s, has been similarly restricted to a village in Israel called Tira
for more than fifteen years. In February/March 1971 he had trou-
ble with his teeth and had to visit the dentist in the neighbouring
tow of Nataniya. He asked for, and in due corse, received permis-
sion for eight visits to the dentist. After the fourth visit, however,
the permit was withdrawn on the official grounds (for I took this
matter up myself) that he did not go straight to the dentist’s clinic
but was seen walking up and down in the street. It took several of
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us six or seven weeks of really hard work to obtain for this man
another set of permits to visit his dentist.

A further example of what this situation means: another of my
Arab friends in Israel is a poet called Sami’ah Al-Qassem. This
man is restricted to the town of Haifa. However, he was not born
in Haifa, but in the village of Rama, which is about twenty-five
miles away from Haifa. This means that he can only visit his fa-
mily by obtaining a permit. Towards the end of 1970, his mother
fell ill, and he asked permission in the usual manner to visit her.
Since he has incurred the disfavour of the authorities who grant
these permits because he composes poetry which also does not
meet with their approval, he heard nothing for some two weeks.
Pressure was brought to bear — people. phoned the authorities
and threatened to make the details known abroad, especially to
some French poets who were interested in him — and
eventually we extracted a definite promise that he would be
granted his permit on the following Friday. ‘We told him this by
telephoning Haifa, and on the Friday morning he went along to
the police station and waited for the permit. He was given it at
11.30; the permit began at 12 noon and expired at 5 o'clock in the
afternoon. With the geographical distance and the bus routes in-
volved (transport in Israel is mainly by bus) this meant that he
could take the bus to Rama, run quickly to his mother and per-
haps have ten, fifteen or twenty minutes before running back to
the bus station to catch the bus back to Haifa in time. He was so
angry that he took the permit and threw it in the face of the poli-
ceman, and did not visit his mother. I should add that she did, in
fact, recover.

I could give you similar examples not by tens but literally by
hundreds, because my job is to help those people to struggle with
them—not for but with them. I would ask you finally to put your-
self in the place of an Israeli-Arab — and again I emphasise, a
Palestinian Arab who is an Israeli citizen. He knows that any mor-
ning he may receive an official notification which would say: «I,
the Commander of such-and-such district, consider it in the inte-
rest of the State of Israel that you should be restricted for such-
and-such a time.» He has no recourse to civil law, the only re-
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course that he has is to appeal to the Chief of Staff. I can say that
when I began to deal with these things I did advise people to ap-
peal to the Chief of Staff, but I no longer do so because it is a
waste of time and paper.

The usual excuse given for such treatment is security. As an
Israeli citizen resident in Israel T would be ready to some extent
to accept that excuse. What I do not accept is that the military
authorities should act as judges in their own case. It has very of-
ten been proposed, not only by myself but by others such as Mr.
Uri Avnery, that there should be an independent board of civilian
judges to decide these matters. Rightly or wrongly, I must say
‘that if such a board were set up I would advise people to go to it
and fight through it. However, in spite of numerous demands over
a long period of time, this proposal has been deliberately ignored.

On this question of security, one can also point to the situation
in Carmiel itself. The Israeli-Arab Palestinians are not permitted
to open shops in Carmiel or to live in Carmiel — but they are al-
lowed to work in Carmiel, and they are actually building the hou-
ses in which they are forbidden to dwell in. So I must say that whi-
le there are some situations where the security justification may
be valid, I feel very strongly that ninety per cent or more of the
discrimination undergone by the Palestinian Arabs in Israel has
nothing to do with security at all, but ‘Security’ is a very impor-
tant excuse, especially for those who are not receiving the correct
details.

The third and final context in which I would like to discuss
the Palestinian Arabs in Israel concerns the question of citizen-
ship and in particular the right of return. Now, I could of course
begin with the question of the Palestinians who were expelled and
begin by questioning (as I often do) what right the State of Israel
— my State, of which I am a citizen — has to allow any Jew to
come to Haifa from, let us say, Moscow while it forbids people
actually born in Haifa to come there. But I am dealing with a mo-
re basic question. You know that every country in the world (or
most of them at least) allows a citizen who takes a foreign hus-
band or wife the right to decide on the place of domicile. If a

34



British citizen marrieés anybody whatsoever and the couple want
to live in England, they will do so, and the same right is given
everywhere. This right is denied in Israel in both cases, and I
have-dealt with very many examples where a Palestinian Arab
has married his or her chosen partner (such cases were common
even-before 1967 because people used to meet in Cyprus and on
the.Easter visit. of Jerusalem, and they became more widespread
after the 1967 war) and in absolutely every case the couple is gi-
ven only one choice: if you want to stay married, leave the coun-
try. I am talking about cases where a valid marriage ceremony
has beeen gone through.

You .probably read in the papers recently about a similar situa-
tion occuring in the Soviet Union with a Jewish citizen of the Uni-
ted States, a woman who went to Moscow and married a Russian
citizen who was then prohibited from leaving. I must say that
such cases occur in Israel in their thousands, especially since 1967,
and. in practically every case permission to live in Israel is with-
held.

Apart from this, a large number of Arabs who live in Israel are
denied citizenship. The exact total is unknown but I estimate it to
be about 60,000—70,000 out of a total of about 350,000 Israeli-Arabs.
These people have been denied citizenship for over twenty-four
years now, but what is even worse is that their children are also
denied citizenship. What happens to these people? As long as
they stay inside Israel their lack of citizenship does not affect
them because Israeli Law actually makes very little distinction
between the permanent resident and the citizen. However, the
distinction appears when they want to leave Israel temporarily;
they are not issued with an Israeli passport, but with a travelling
card which is valid for exactly one year and one day. If for any
reason (and often it is unwittingly) they should stay away longer,
they are never allowed back.

I had an especially harrowing case in August 1971 of a young
Arab from the village of Arraba in Galilee, near Nazareth, who
left Israel at the end of 1965 when there was an acute economic
depression. He left alone, because as the breadwinner of the fa-
mily he was really in a very bad economic position, and he went
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to Turkey, where he overstayed his year. For about three years
this man tried to return, and finally in great desperation because
he was alone in Turkey and all his family was in Arraba, he boar-
ded a Turkish plane and came to Lydda in August 1971. He was
not even allowed to communicate with a judge; he was held on
what is officially called non-Israeli ground in the international
room at the airport, and he was deported on the next plané to
Turkey, where he remains to this very day.

As examples of the final category of Arabs who are virtually
condemned to leave their homeland I will cite cases of Arabs —
again, people known to me personally — who are imprisoned or
exiled for very long periods and who again, of course, have no re-
dress. These periods, like the restrictions I mentioned earlier, are
administrative; I am talking about administrative imprisonment.
As Chairman of the League for Human Rights I do not deal with
cases of condemned prisoners, only with case of administrative
and arbitrarv prisoners. The whole time that they are in prison
or in exile in a distant village, they are offered the easy way out:
«Leave your country and you will be free today.» I will describe
three particularly harrowing cases as examples:

The first concerns a man called Naim al-Ashhab from East Jeru-
salem — I mention him because he holds the record for administ-
rative and arbitrary imprisonment. He was in prison without any
charges whatsoever for 38 months, of which thirteen months
were spent in solitary confinement. All this time he had the indu-
cement of instant freedom held out to him should he agree to lea-
ve the country. This very courageous man eventually went almost
blind in prison — the sight of his left eye is gone, and that of his
right eye half gone — and then he succumbed and left, leaving his
wife and two small children behind.

The second case is that of an Israeli called Mohammed Yussef
Sadiq from the town of Shefar Am. This man was imprisoned —
again arbitrarily and without charge — at the end of November
1967 and was held in prison for nearly two years until August
1969; then when he succumbed to what is called the ‘invitation’
to go to the United States he was taken to the airport and put on
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the plane without his parents even being notified. In the final
starewell’ the officer told him: «Stay out — if you come back,
vou'll be back in prison again.» Two years later, in 1971, Muham-
;nad Yussef Sadiq decided to return; he did so openly, writing an
open letter to the League for Human Rights and to the Israeli
papers (of which the weekly Haolim Haze of Mr. Uri Avneri publi-
shed it) saying that he had not been charged with anything and
that he was a completely innocent man. Then he tried to return
to Israel and to his father’s house in Shefar Am, because it is his
home. On the plane he was immediately arrested; he was kept at
Lydda airport for several days, and was then transported to his
parents’ house in Shefar Am under house arrest, being forbidden
to leave his father’s house except for three visits to the police
station every day at prescribed times. He was told that these con-
ditions would continue until he left the country. This man did
leave, and is now in the United States where, by the way, he is
studying of Denver.* Again, I emphasise that I am only men-
tioning cases of people whom I know personally, as I do this man.

The third case again concerns a friend. one of my very best
friends. Fawzi el-Asmar is one of the young Arab poets in Israel
who was arrested in August 1969 and kept in prison for 17 months.
To all the representations on his behalf by myself and other
people, we received the official answer, both in writing and in
statements, that this man is an extremely dangerous terrorist and
that feeing him would threaten the entire existence of the State
of Israel. You may or may not be surprised to learn that, when I
visited London and managed to get quite a few worthy English
people to take an interest in this case to the extent of writing to
the Israeli Government asking for an explanation of it, this man
was freed five or six weeks after the letters were sent - though not
completely free. He was transferred to house arrest at his
father’s house in Lydda. Again and again attempts to induce him

(*¥*) Muhammad Sadiq graduated Suma Cum Laude from Colgate University
in the Summer of 1971. After returing to the United States, he
taught Hebrew in Washington, D.C. He is presently a Ph.D. candidate
at the University of California at Berkeley in Comparative Hebrew /Ara-
bic Literature. (Editor’s note).
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to leave were made and he was told that the conditions imposed
on him would never be changed in any respect. It was no help to
him that this man is one of the most courageous and out-spoken
proponents of Jewish-Arab solidarity and understanding. He was
held under house arrest for another twelve months. He had pre-
viously lived in Tel-Aviv for twelve years, and when he applied
for permission to return to his home area there because he could
earn his living more easily (he is a writer and translator) he was
officially told that ‘it is easier to watch Arabs in their natural sur-
roundings.’ What are these ‘natural surroundings’ in Lydda? Lyd-
da is mainly a Jewish city of about 15,000 inhabitants, in which
there are about 250 Arabs who live in what is officially and open-
ly called an Arab ghetto (like those in the Unitd States, it is be-
hind the railway) and the area is technically called the ‘Railway
Quarter,” but the name by which it is known to those who want
to visit him or his parents is really the ‘Arab Ghetto’ and this is
what everybody calls it.

I will now turn from the question of the Palestinian Arabs in
Israel and say a few brief words about those Jews of Israel who
are subject to persecution. There is of course the problem of the
so-called ‘Oriental Jews’ whose persecution is more or less social,
but I would like to talk about legal persecution, of which there
are two official categories. The first that of the Jews who are not
Jews. This is not a joke, it is a fact. These are people, for example,
whose grandmother was not Jewish. Now according to Israeli law
a person is Jewish if his mother or grandmother was Jewish or if
he was converted by an Orthodox Rabbi. If it is suddenly disco-
vered, as it often is, that an Israeli man or woman’s granmother
was not Jewish, he will be called to the Government office and an
attempt will be made to confiscate his identity card and to change
the entry from Jew to non-Jew, in most cases. The big joke is that
they will write ‘German’ on his card if his grandmother came
from Germany or ‘Russian’ if she came from Russia. There was a
case which I actually dealt with where a man’s mother was pro-
ved to be of the Tartar people in Russia, and he was officially de-
signated as ‘Tartar’ What does this mean? First of all, it means
that this man can never marry in Israel, because only religious
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the denominations; but the most important thing is that it brings
enormous pressure to bear on him, on his wife, on his children, on
everybody, to convert to Judaism. He is in fact being asked (and
marriages are recognised and this man does not belong to any of
here I am quoting my own Prime Minister) to ‘make’ this great
sacrifice for the ‘State’ and convert to Judaism. New immigrant
women are now taken to a hotel called Yalom Ishtikariat, with
their expenses paid, and obliged to listen to lectures by rabbis
inducing them and their children to convert to Judaism. The
quotation about the ‘sacrifice of conversion’ comes from the speech
of Mrs. Golda Meir concerning the Shalit case, in which Mrs. Meir,
addressing herself both to Mrs. Shalit and to other women in the
same position, asked them to make this sacrifice and to undergo
the ceremony of conversion to Judaism.

The second Jewish category is that of the so-called ‘Jewish bas-
tards.’ Again, this is not a joke, but a legal term which means in
Jewish law something rather different from its meaning in collo-
quial English: it means people born of bigamous marriages. It
includes not only these people, but also their children and their
descendants for ever; and again, if a marriage is proved bigamous
— even that of a grandmother or great grandmother — and the
people are declared bastards, they are prohibited from marrying.
There is a case going on in Israel now of two people, a major in
the Israeli army and his sister, who have been proved to come
from a bigamous marriage in that their mother married again
without undergoing a religions divorce, and they are prohibited
from marrying. How is this enforced? There is a register, officially
known as ‘People Prohibited from Marriage’ but unofficially as
the ‘Black Book,’ against which the name of everybody, and espe-
cially every Jew, who wants to get married is checked. The num-
ber of people who are thus prohibited from marrying is enormous;
the exact number is unknown, but it runs into tens of thousands,
and I would say that 20,000 would be a very fair estimate.

In conclusion, I would like to reiterate that no distinction what-
soever can justify murder, especially the murder of civilians and
unarmed hostages. However, I feel very strongly that those who
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condemn murder now should also condemn the same sort of ter-
rorist murder carried out not only by Jews but by order of the
authorities of the State of Israel. But I would put it to you that
human nature, being wha it is, in every depressed and oppressed
people a band of fanatics would be found — just as among the
Jewish people, for example, the Stern Gang also committed yery
similar acts.

We have before us a positive way of establishing peace and jus-
tice in the Middle East, and this is for all of us — and really for
all the people in the world — to take up the struggle of Jews and
Arabs fighting side by side for justice under the slogan given to
all of us by Archbishop Raya: Long Live Arab-Jewish Solidarity!

Questions

After concluding his speech, Dr. Shahak answered questions put
to him by members of the audience; also on the platform was Dr.
Norton Mezvinsky, Professor of History at Connecticut, a promi-
nent American anti-Zionist Jew who had just returned from a vi-
sit to the Middle East, and who also answered some of the ques-
tions.

As I understand it, the only form of marriage, valid in Israel is a
Jewish marriage ?

No, there are recognised denominations which are not only
Jewish but various sects of Muslims, all Christian denominations,
in fact every denomination that exists in sufficient numbers will
be allowed to perform marriages. What does not exist in Israel is
permission for two people of different denominations to marry,
so I mentioned therefore the two categories, people who are not
Jews and those not of any other denomination.

What do you think is the likelihood of civil marriage coming to Israel
in the near future and secondly, is it also not irue that although no
facilities exist at the moment in Israel for civil marriage, civil mar-
riage contracted outside Israel is recognised as legal wthin it ?

Taking the second point first, it is very true ‘that any form of
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legal marriage contracted outside Israel is recognised in Israel. It
has, however, the disadvantage not only that divorce is impos-
sible, but even an order for the care of children is impossible if,
say, a couple should split up. I think that at the moment the pros-
pects for civil marriage in Israel are bad; there was a very mode-
rate proposal in the Knesset recently which failed. However, I
should say (and this is my personal opinion) that when civil mar-
riage is within sight, peace with justice in Israel will be within
sight.

May I say, as onc with a little Jewish blood in my veins, that after
hearing your speech I have never been as proud of it as I am today.
What I want to ask is whether there is any way for people outside
Israel who feel sympatihy and support for you to express this without
meaning to suggest — particularly those of us who are Members of
Parliament — that we are g sort of pro-Arab lobby?

Yes, the best way of supporting our organisation is by writing
letters, as I outlined in the case of Fawzi el-Asmar. When we have
a case which we believe to be of personal oppression, we would
like people to write letters (not necessarily supporting us) to the
official concerned, asking for the truth about the case. In very
many cases, this leads to great alleviation of suffering, and I never
forget that civil rights and human rights are not abstract concepts
— I work for the sake of the individual human being.

Can one in some way be informed by organisations like yours?

Yes. I will give you my address: P.O.Box 14192, Tel Aviv, Israel;
you can also write to me at my address at the Department of Or-
ganic Chemistry, Hebrew University of Jerusalem.

May I say that after hearing your speech I am definitely ashamed
of being wassociated with you? You say that you are a member of
the Committee for the Friendship between Arabs and Jews ( No — Dr.
Shahak). Can you see any prospect of reconciliation belween Jews and
Arabs in Israel which will meet the approval of the Arab states so that
they will tolerate Israel?

Yes, first of all I would say that, if I am proud of the former
gentleman’s comment, I am proud of your disapproval — your
behaviour justifies it, Secondly, I am sure that giving the same
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rights to Arabs in Israel as Jews everywhere demand for them-
selves is the absolute way to peace. It will not follow instantly,
but it will follow in a very short time.

What do you think of those hired assassins ?

First of all, as I said, assassins are found on both sides — you
need only look at history to see that. Force, or the belief in force
alone, never brought peace and if you are not only a Jew but also
know something about the Jewish tradition you know that our
greatest prophet has cautioned us against depending on force and
to believe in justice. In the words of the prophet: «Zion will be
redeemed by jtstice and those who repent by righteousness.»
There is no other way.

What is the Israeli law with regard to naturalization — not the people
who were born and reside in Israel but of foreigners who are not
Jewish? And secondly, does not the system you described — land
confiscation law. etc. — that is involved here proceed logically from
the concept of an all-Jewish state ?

Naturalization in Israel consists of two steps, which are now in
law separate: the law of return which permits settling in Israel,
and the law of citizenship which permits the attainment of citi-
zenship. As far as immigrating to Israel and settling there is con-
cerned, not only Jews but also members of Jewish families are
eligible. Thus the non-Jewish wife of a Jewish husband, for exam-
ple, can immigrate, but she is not eligible for citizenship, which
is restricted to Jews, i.e., people with a Jewish mother or conver-
ting in an orthodox manner, or the offspring of Israeli citizens
irrespective of religion. These two categories receive citizenship,
which is, in my experience, always denied to those outside these
two categories.

Did I understand you to say that Arabs living in Isracl who have
been there since before 1947 are mot regarded as citizens but as
residents?

No, I meant that some of them, about 60,000 out of 350,000, are
not regarded as citizens. Not all of them, but this minority of
about 20 per cent. And I meant to emphasise that, even if they
live their whole life in their own village and their children are
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born to them in the same place, they still do not receive citizen-
ships.
On what grounds are they not regarded as citizens?

Because they cannot apply for citizenship by right, but only by
‘grace,’ which means that the Minister has complete right to give
a refusal without explanation,

Does it apply to Christian Arabs who have been living ¢here?

Oh yes, to both Christians and Muslims.

On the question of moving from one place to another, is this controlled
by marital law, or the law of the land or what?

It is controlled by a special law — Defence Regulations 1945 —
which was brought in by the British as a measure against the Jews
especially, but which is continued to this day and is used exclu-
sively against the Arabs. The last case of a Jew being arrested
under this sort of law was is 1951, and since then it has been ap-
plied only to Arabs. This system of law is purely military: the
judges and authorities are all military, and there is no possibility
whatsoever of appeal to any civil authority.

Is there likely to be any friendship between the Arabs and the Jews
so long as the resolution passed by the United Nations in November
1967 for the withdrawal of the Israeli troops from all territories is
not rollowed?

(Dr. Mezvinsky)

It seems to me that may not even be the first step, in other
words that it is far too optimistic to expect that the Israelis are
going to withdraw from the occupied territories. All you have to
do is to go to the occupied territories and see the building that has
been going on there. When any people spends millions of dollars
on building and when they go to the extent of moving out the in-
digenous population to put in their own population, one cannot be
optimistic that these people are going to withdraw from the oc-
cupied territories. Furthermore, one of the great problems with
that resolution anyway was that it clearly left out mention of the
Palestinians per se. It did say Israel should withdraw from the
occupied territories but it did not really talk about the major
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problem of the Palestinian Arabs, both those within pre-1967
Israel, within the post-1967 borders, and those outside the post-
1967 borders. The first steps towards peace have to be within the
context of the Jews and those Arabs, the Palestinians. One should
really focus upon efforts that might be made somehow to move
towards the kind of Jewish/Arab solidarity that Israel Shahak
was talking about and which will include Jews and Palestinian
Arabs first of all.

The Arab refugees were allowed to return to Israel ( and this the
United Nations resolution of December 10th 1948 expressly said ) if
they were willing to live in peace with their neighbours. Never have
the Arab refugees indicated that they are willing to live at peace with
their neighbours.

Well, very many people like myself in Israel are demanding ex-
actly the same thing — let the right to return to Israel be given
to any Palestinian who will sign this declaration proposed by you.
The demand is completely rejected. I would be very glad if you
would write a letter to the Times proposing what you have just
suggested. Very many individual human beings are ready now to
sign this declaration that they are willing to live in peace and they
are still denied the right to return.

Secondly I must say that the position of Syrian Jews is bad.
However, I would give another example: I would wish that the
conditions of Arabs in Israel were half as good as those of Jews in
Lebanon and Tunisia and Morocco.

What about the Jews in Iraq? Why were they hanged?

We are on on unequal basis here. because I do condemn every
wrong done to everv human being, while this gentleman is only
condemning particular wrongs and not others. It just shows how
partiality can arise; if people only deal with their own, ie,
demanding things in the Jewish interest and not in the interest of
all, then obviously not only is there no progress but such people
are bringing the whole question of human rights into disrepute.
I will say just one thing: I deal with both Arabs and Jews in the
Middle East. There is no other way out but to treat each human
being separately.
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Dr. Shahak, I would like to express my admiration for your stand.
On the question of civil liberties, my friend here has hit the nail on
the head when he spoke of the plight of the Syrian Jews, which may
or may not be so bad, but in Jordan I spoke to a considerable number
of Palestinian refugees who would like to enjoy the one basic human
right, which the Syrian Jew is permitted and they are not, and this
is the right to live in their own country. Secondly, we are talking
about what we can do towards helping this situation. I think all
British Jews can make a tremendous contribution towards creating
some sort of atmosphere in which the subject is discussed realistically
and on o human level, and as one who was born of Jewish parents,
I would like to make it perfectly clear here, that I think that the
contribution we can make is to say publicly that as British citizens
within our own country we reject the claim of the Israeli Government to
speak on our behalf. We also reject anyone’s claim that as British
Jews within our own country we have more right to enter Palestine
than the Palestinian Arabs.

(Another Questioner):

Are there not 150,000 Arabs from the occupied territories now in pre-
1967 Israel. How can this happen if the Arabs are restricted ?

Yes, I will explain again. Not every Arab is restricted, every
Arab can be restricted arbitrarily. Half of those people whom you
mention have Israeli military identity cards and are people who
were expelled from the West Bank and Gaza between the Six-Day
War and August 1968 [interruption: «Quiet right too!»] Well, I
must say, as one who condemns, and has suffered from, German
Nazism, I feel now the very highest obligation to condemn Jewish
Nazism [interruption: «Desecration of the name of God!»] The
desecrators of the name of God are those Jews who are following
in the footsteps of Adolf Hitler, those Jews who are justifying
expulsion and persecution. I would like to say one thing because
of those two remarks: that, beyond all the dangers of security that
I am conscious of as an Israeli citizen (and by the way, as an
Israeli soldier) I am conscious of two things: firstly, that Jews
who are living here in London are making merchandise with our
blood, they are uttering these racialist opinions in order to make
us suffer and wus spill our blood, Secondly, I believe that, if the
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worst comes to the worst, I believe that the German who was fa-
ced by Hitler and his persecution had the duty to die rather than
to become a Nazi. I have the same duty, as a Jew living now in
Israel; if the opinions expressed by those two gentlemen become
more and more influential in Judaism and outside and inside
Israel, taking full risk, as one about to go to Israel in nine day’s
time, I say to you again: better to risk death than to become a
Jewish Nazi.

What I wanted to emphasise was that the actual number of
Arabs restricted or put in prison varies; it is especially big before
elections, for example, and small after elections. What I emphasi-
se is that any Arab is liable to this. I want also to stress that
almost every Arab who keeps his mouth shut, or even better, who
flatters the military authorities, will not be restricted or impriso-
ned or expelled—but this is equally true for every Jew who keeps
his mouth shut in Moscow today.

How do restrictions work?

First of all, the permission given is to live in their own town or
village, on which there is a bail of 2,000 Jordanian dinars; for per-
mission to move in the West Bank, the bail is bigger, and bail for
permission to visit Natanya and take a bath is also very high.
The bail is on condition that they return the way they came, and
bail is increased as freedom of movement is increased.
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3

Interview with Israel Shahak on

the Activities of the League (*)

When was the Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights formed?

The League was founded in 1935. The occasion was a hunger
strike by political prisoners, both Jews and Arabs, against the
(then) British mandatory regime (in Palestine). It was quite
active in the period between 1935 and 1948, but after that it was
less active except for some occasions, as in the case of the noto-
rious Qibya massacre (when Israeli troops attacked the Jordanian
village on October 14, 1953). It can almost be said that in the 1960s
the League was not active at all.

What brought about its present reactivation ?

After the Six-Day War, many people, especially young people,
became more politically conscious and more active. Many have
joined the League which was until then a very small body but
which is now very much larger. One can say the League was reac-
tivated in the winter of 1969.

I myself was elected chairman of a new executive committee
in March, 1970, and since then, the League has had an unborken
series of activities.

The League’s charter is based on the U.N. Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and our activities deal with all violations of those hu-

% The interview was given to the correspondent of Middle East International
in Washington and published in the issue of the magazine of March 1972
(London), pp. 30—34.
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man rights both in Israel and in the conquered territories. As an
Israeli association which recognizes the principles of the United
Nations, we do not recognize any annexation (of territory). For
example, the takeover of (Arab) East Jerusalem. We only recog-
nize the borders of Israel as of June 4, 1967.

Our board members are only Israeli citizens or Israeli residents.
We do not accept members from or undertake any activities in
East Jerusalem, like demonstrations and distribution of leaflets
as we do elsewhere.

The majority of our activities deal with cases of Arabs in the
conquered territories and in Israel proper, although I would like
to point out that we also try to fight for those categories of Jews
who are persecuted in Israel.

How do you get in touch with Arabs in the conquered territories if
you do not operate there?

We have personal contacts about which I will not speak openly
because people in the conquered territories were arrested and
sometimes exiled for making contact with us.

I must also say that besides our contacts with Arabs in the
conquered territories, there is even a small percentage of persons
in th Israeli occupation army who transmit information to us.
But for obvious reasons I cannot specify these contacts.

How large is your membership?

Nearly a thousand. There’s an executive committee of 13 per-
sons. Elections are held every year.

And when does your term as chairman end?

April, 1972. The League has two vice chairmen, one a Jew and
the other an Arab, respectively Mordechay Abi-Shaul and Abdel
Malik Dahamsha.

When did you personally start getting involved in the League?
In 1969.
What led you to take an active part?

I can tell you the whole story. I was active in human rights on
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an ad hoc basis in various groups. In October, 1969, I convened a
meeting in my house in Jerusalem to consider protests against the
razing of houses in the (Arab) village of Halhoul near Hebron
(for alleged collaboration between the villagers and Palestinian
guerrillas) and against the razing of a whole street of houses in
Gaza a month earlier. At this meeting, Mordechay Avi-Shaul, a
founder-member of the League, was present. He told us, ‘T ap-
preciate what you are doing but why don’t you do it through the

League?’

My reaction was: ‘I have not joined the League because it has
done nothing in the last 10 years.” But after a short while I thought
about it and felt that if T and my friends joined maybe we could
re-activate the League. So. T did.

80 you were not concerned about this matter before 1967°¢

Not in a burning and active sort of way. I will make my per-
sonal history perfectly clear. I was a completely convinced
Zionist until 1956, a follower of Ben-Gurion (the former Israeli
Prime Minister). In 1956, the Sinai war precipitated a change
in my view but not to the point of an active political commit-
ment. I am an organic chemist and this is quite a demanding
profession.

The first subject that caught my attention in 1956 was the
pressure and discrimination applied by Jewish religious groups
on other Jews. In this, I was a little active between 1964 and
1967. But the war of 1967 compelled me to become more active
and come out in the open.

What are the main activities of the League?

I will divide these into three parts: First, the most tedious, is
the documentation and dealing with individual cases. Every
man in Israel may apply to us — and many do — if his rights
are violated or he is oppressed in any way in violation of the
U.N. Declaration of Human Rights. I say tedious because we do
not have the power, the legal and financial means to help him.
Also, government officials are hostile. So what we do is help
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the applicant in writing a letter of protest or in supporting his
case.

In the case of documentation, we make sure that all violations
of human rights in Israel and the conquered territories are not
forgotten.

The second and third aspects of our activities are the most
important. They involve the actual work of protest. But we can-
not engage in protest every day. Our protests take the form of
demonstrations, of letters to the United Nations and other bo-
dies concerned with human rights.

In this respect, I must point out our work in the Gaza Strip.
We were the first who protested against the horrors committed
there in January and February of 1971. We were the only ones
to publish the accounts in the Hebrew press. We were abused
for doing this. Even now Zionist publications abroad keep say-
ing that we lied. But that is not true. All the facts and opinions
quoted in our leaflets have been proven to be completely true,
or at least not proven to be false.

Take the case of Abu Zuneima, a concentration camp to
which families, including children and babies are sent. And
this fact has now been openly admitted by the Israeli govern-
ment and Israeli apologists.

What is this camp and for whom is it?

For the families of (Palestinian) guerrillas who were not
caught, who were only suspects. If a government blacklists
such people and they are still at large, this should not give it
power over their (suspects’) babies.

Could you explain? Are these, in other words, hostages?

They are worse than hostages! Just imagine their position. If
this guerrilla were caught or killed, the whole family would be
freed. In other words, the children who are praying for their free-
dom are actually praying for the death of their father. I know
about concentration camps, but I never heard of a country which
has concentration camps to which babies are sent.
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Where is Abu Zuneima?
In the middle of the Sinai Desert.

How many people do you estimate are there?

I cannot estimate because neither a journalist nor a Red Cross
man or member of our organization was ever allowed to visit
there. The Israeli Govenment says they exile the families of the
suspected guerrillas (to Abu Zuneima). But the word ‘family’ is
taken in a very extended sense, not just to mean the mother
and children but to include cousins and others as well. I know of
a family exiled to Abu Zuneima which numbered about 200 peop-
le. At one point in March and April (1971) it was admitted offi-
cially that nearly some 30 families were exiled to this camp. I do
not know if all the families are made up of 200 people, maybe
some are just 10.

I would not like to guess the number, but I would like to say
that the camp is very large because some of my informants have
seen it from a distance. Some of these informants are Israeli sol-
diers whose conscience prompted them to come to me and to my
friends and tell us about the camp. All I can say is that it has
many hundreds of people.

Under what laws are these people held in this concentration camp?

Under the 1945 Defence Regulation Act (of the former British
mandatory regime). It is now applied both in Israel and in the
conquered territories, even in Sinai and the Golan Heights where
it never applied before (because they are Egyptian and Syrian
territories respectively),

What is so disturbing about this act?

Under those laws a military commander has absolute power to
do anything with any person except execution. He can exile him,
imprison him, put him under house arrest, etc., etc. I will tell you
about one ridiculous case. One Israeli-Arab was ordered some 20
years ago to spend all day, from sunrise to sunset, under a tree.

51



Under a tree?

Yes, a tree! This is a recorded legal fact.
Have you or your league asked for permission to visit Abu Zuneima?

Yes.

Was your request granted?

The letter was not answered. This is our usual experience. In
small matters we receive a deluge of responses but in important
ones the letter is never answered. Even the reminder is not answe-

red.

What about the International Red Cross? Have they asked for per-
mission to visit the camp?

I do not know. The Red Cross is under orders from their head-
quarters in Switzerland to deal with governments only and not
with any organization.

To return to the Defense Regulations Act. Did they apply when the
Jewish terrorist organizations were active in Palestine?

Yes. Although they were not applied as severely as is the case
at present. The house of a Jewish terrorist was never razed. The
house of Ya'ir Stern (head of the Stern terrorist organization),
where he hid and later was killed by the British, is still standing
(in Tel Aviv). In fact, there is a ceremonial plaque on his house
which is now devoted to his memory. I do not remember the Bri-
tish having destroyed one house in the years between 1945 and
1948 (when the Jewish underground was active).

These laws were attaked in the strongest terms by the same
people (in Israel) who now apply them. For example, the present
Minister of Justice, Dr. Yaacov Shimshun Shapiro, described them
in 1946 as worse than Nazi laws. He is now enforcing them him-
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self. And I continue to attack him inside Israel by quoting his
statement. He never answers.

Does the Israeli press publish your findings?

No. Only as paid advertisements. The only article which was
sympathetic to our cause appeared in a paper called ‘Youth 71’
which is a weekly devoted to the pop culture.

Then how do you get your information across to the Israeli people?

By leaflets and demonstrations. If there is a very burning case
we can insert an advertisement. We can do this especially in the
chief Israeli paper Haaretz but, for example, we cannot do this in
the English-Language Jerusalem Post, which I find a most dis-
honest paper. It even refuses our paid advertisements.

How do you get your information overseas?

This is one of our problems. We would like to enlist the help of
all people of goodwill in this respect. In Israel, we are working
with young, courageous, beautiful people who are all volunteers.
They give all their time and effort without any charge, even contri-
bute money. We can easily do our work in Hebrew and Arabic
but we have the greatest difficulty in translation to English. In
this matter, we need money. People can send their donations to
our address: P.O.B. 14192, Tel-Aviv.

How big is your budget?

This is an internal problem which I do not like to discuss. It is
however very small, we live from hand to mouth.

Do you have any access to the foreign press?

No. Not the permanent (resident) correspondents of the Western
press. They are unbelievably corrupt and dishonest and they do
not want to publish anything. From bitter experience I have lear-
ned that the only thing they will do is to denounce us to the Israeli
government. However, we have had some success with the roving
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foreign correspondent who comes to Israel for a short period of
time. But the residents are horrible.

Why do you think they act this way?

I do not know! They just do not want to speak to people like
me. I do not know them personally.

Are they pressured by the government?

No. Israel will not do anything to an American, British or
French citizen. But, of course, there can be social pressure, all
kinds of threats. But this is to be expected by any correspondent
in any country.

What impact doeés your organization have on the Palestine Arabs in
the occupied territories and outside? And what response would Yyou
like to see from them?

First, I would like to say that part of the Palestinians living in
(pre-1967) Israel, the intellectuals, are members of our League. We
are all working together, fighting together. But I really want very
much that the Palestinians outside Israel, both in the conquered
territories and in all parts of the Arab world, should know about
our activities, about our unity of purpose.

Strangely enough, the Palestinians in Western countries or the
Arab world are more informed about our activities than those in-
side the conquered territories, because as I said earlier, there is
great difficulity in distributing even the most non-violent mate-
rial in the occupied areas.

You have talked of ‘unity of purpose’ What do you mean by this?

We are all determined to fight for human rights.

Has the impact of the Palestinian liberation movement been helpful
to your activities?

Yes.
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In what way?

My personal opinion—not the League’s—is that the Palestinians
are the only people in the Middle East who are struggling, con-
tinuously struggling without accepting defeat. Therefore, they are
making an impact which is seen in all aspects of Israeli life, both
among people whom I regard as political enemies and political
friends. All are disturbed, of course. My political enemies’ res-
ponse is that there should be more oppression, but my friends will
say, ‘give them freedom, justice and their rights.’ But still, all my
enemies and friends alike are disturbed by the Palestinians’ strug-
gle. They are not disturbed by other communities and people in
the Middle East who are not struggling. I do not think I have to
explain this point further.

Is there a recognition among Israelis of the rights of Palestinians?

Only amongst people who are my friends.

What recourse to law do the Palestinian Arabs have, be they in
Israel or in the occupied territories?

In the conquered territories, none whatsoever. In Israel, we ha-
ve two systems of law. We have the civil laws which were partly
inherited from the British and partly from the Ottomans and
modified by the Israeli government. And we also have the De-
fence Regulations Act. There is complete cleavage between the
two systems.

How?

A man persecuted or prosecuted by the Defense Regulations Act
cannot appeal to the Israeli Supreme Court or to any civilian
authority.

In other words, the decisions are final?

Yes, and these are administered only by military judges. One
cannot appeal from one military authority to another. I'll give you
a concrete example to illustrate.
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An Arab living in Nazareth may wake up in the morning to find
in his mailbox a piece of paper signed by the commander of the
Israeli army in his region that exiles him from Nazareth, or limits
him to his own house. What can he do about it? He can only ap-
peal to the army chief of staff, whose decision is final. But he can-
not appeal to any civil authority whatsoever.

This man could also be imprisoned without any charge. All the
commander has to say is that his decision is being taken in the
best interests of the security of the state.

Does this military rule apply in all of Isracl or to specific areas?

All over Israel. What I said earlier involves cases where no of-
fence is involved or cited. Now let us say that this Arab who has
been exiled from Nazareth to Haifa committed an offence by re-
turning to Nazareth without permission. For this offence, he will
be tried by military court, not a civilian one. So you have a whole
system, administered purely by the military without any connec-
tion whatsoever with civilian law.

The Defence Regulations, pro forma, apply to Jews and Arabs.
But, as a matter of fact, they have not been applied to Jews since
1951. That year, a group of Orthodox Jews were suspected of bur-
ning cars which travelled on the Sabbath. Immediately, this led to
an uproar in the Knesset (parliament) and the detained Jews
were freed after three days. The Knesset decided during a two-
week session to take some steps towards abolishment of the De-
fence Regulations Act, but none were taken to date. The govern-
ment however gave a silent undertaking not to apply these regu-
lations to any Jew whatsoever.

Again, let me illustrate. I stand openly in Tel-Aviv and say
that Israeli society is in danger of Nazification but if some of my
Arab friends call for justice for the Palestinians over the confisca-
tion of their lands or protest the right of Jews to come (to Israel)
while the same right is being denied the Palestinians—all legiti-
mate complaints—they may be arrested. I could say the same
thing myself but I would never be arrested.
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Hasn't military government been abolished in Israel?

No, it has only been changed. Before 1966, or 1965, the military
government functioned on a geographical basis. Which means
that all Arabs living in certain areas have to have military passes
to go from one area to another. Now it is the same thing but on
individual basis. In other words, the military commander can
prohibit movement of any Arab whatsoever but the remainder of
the Arabs are ‘free.’ And I say it in inverted commas because they
can be prohibited arbitrarily. So military government was not
abolished, only the method of operation was changed.

Another example, At a checkpoint between Haifa and Nazareth,
the bus stops and all Arabs are ordered to leave the bus. The Jews
remain seated. The Arabs’ identity cards are checked against a
blacklist.

Do identity cards show who is an Arab and who is not?
Of course, clearly written—Jew and Arab.

If one is a non-Arab Israeli-Christian, what will his identity card
show?

What do you mean ‘Israeli-Christian’? They do not recognize
such a thing. If necessary, they will go back to one’s forefathers
and put a label on him. You see, the word ‘Israeli’ does not exist
in Israel. It is only used to deceive people outside. Israel effec-
tively is a Jewish country, Inside everyone must be marked by
religion and nationality.

Isn’t the-nationality Israeli?

No. There is no such thing as Israeli nationality.

Well, is it then Jewish nationality?

Yes.
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What is then Israeli citizenship? How does one qualify? What rights
does one have under Israeli citizenship?

The rights under Israeli citizenship are the issuance of Israeli
passports which means the right to return when one travels
abroad.

There are two categories under which one receives Israeli citi-
zenship. All Jews and converts to Judaism and those born of
parents who hold Israeli citizenship. And some can have Israeli
citizenship only by the pleasure of the Minister concerned. He is
not obliged by law to grant it. As a matter of fact he only does so
in very special cases.

In the case of newly born Arabs in Israel, the square (on the
identity cards) is left open until the age of 18 when one may apply
for citizenship. If this Arab’s parents have Israeli citizenship, it
will be granted to him. If not, he will be denied. There are tens of
thousands of such Arabs living in Israel in this category.

In practice, this means that an Arab who leaves Israel on a trip
does so on a travelling document valid for one year. If he fails to
return within the year, he will not be permitted re-entry.

What have your major successes been since you took over chairman-
ship of the League?

The Gaza-Strip case. We called the attention of the world to
some specially shocking things which were done in Gaza, such
as the employment of whips and clubs to beat the population
indiscriminately. Shortly after this was published abroad, this
aspect of oppression ceased. We also were instrumental last Au-
‘gust in drawing the attention of the world to the razing of houses
in Gaza and this also ceased. We have also been successful in
educating, though slowly, the younger elements of the Jewish
community in Israel. Also the Palestinians abroad started to
know about us. And finally we gave a lot of help in individual
cases.

But to be frank, I do not believe we can make any fundamental
change in the present situation. We do not have strength enough
to fight the Defence Regulations of 1945.
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you mentioned the case of Israeli youth. From your experience, do
you see any change in the attitude between the younger and older
generations in Israel toward the whole conflict?

Yes. A minority of the generation under 30 is becoming aware
and concerned.

Concerned about what?

About the Palestinians, about human rights and where the pre-
sent policy of the Israeli government is leading them?

Do you see any hope in this ?

Very great hope. In fact, I think that the situation in Israel
among this generation has so much changed since 1967 that no
comparison can be drawn with the situation earlier. This radical
cleavage, mostly among the young generation, will be apparent
in the near future.

I will also make an additional point. I do not pretend that the
people who have changed in a moral sense are more than a mino-
rity. But also the majority has changed because they are cynical
and materialistic and they are quite open in having regard
only to power. At least before 1967 they had moral pretensions.

I do not have in Israel any antagonism toward people who have
made a moral decision. I have only a dispute with people who
now worship raison d’etre and naked power.

What are your worst failures?

Wasting one and a half years, from the summer of 1967 to early
1969.

But, let me stress, that our successes are so partial that from
another point of view everything is a failure. If in the Gaza-Strip
my influence has resulted in stopping the mass whippings of the
people on the street it was not enough to prevent the removal of
the barbed wire that circles the Gaza-Strip making it one big
concentration camp.
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A Jewish Duty or Jewish Apostasy ?°

I want to argue against the notion that Jews should be devoted
to the State of Israel. I will try to show that such devotion is both
immoral and against the mainstream of Jewish tradition. Also,
such «devotion» — as preached by Jack Winocour ( The Times,
January 13, 1973) must bring disaster both on Israel and on Jews

everywhere.

I am a Jew living in Israel, and consider myself a law-abiding
citizen. I serve in the army every year, in spite of being nearly 40
years old. But I am not «devoted» to the State of Israel or to any
other state or human organization! I am devoted to my ideals. I
believe in speaking the truth and in doing something for securing
justice and equality for all human beings. Iam devoted to the Heb-
rew language and poetry, and I like to think that I follow, in my
small way some of the values of our ancient prophets.

But to be devoted to the State? I can well imagine Amos or
Isaiah spliting their sides with laughter if somebody had deman-
ded of them to be «devotedy to the Kingdom of Israel or the King-
dom of Judah. «Hate evil and love good and establish judgment in
the gate,» says Amos (Chapter 4, verse 15), and does not spare a
word of devotion to the great, warlike and successful Kingdom of
Israel ot his times. «Seek judgment, relieve the oppressed,» says
Isaiah (Chapter 1, verse 17), and has nothing but scorn for the
riches and the power (the «ample style» of Mr. Winocour) of the
Kingdom of Judah.

* Letter of Israel Shahak to The Times published January 27, 1973.
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In fact, this new doctrine preached by Mr Winocour as a Jewish
duty, is nothing but Jewish apostasy. All Jews used to believe,
and say it three times a day, that a Jew should be devoted to God,
and God alone—«And thou shall love the Lord thy God with all
thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might» (Deu-
teronomy, Chapter 6, verse 5). A small minority still believes it.
But it seems to me that the majority of my people has left God,
and has substituted an idol in its place, exactly as happened when
they were so devoted to the Golden Calf in the desert that they
gave away their gold to make it. The name of this modern idol is
the «State of Israel.»

The first sign of this idolatry — of any idolatry — is the dis-
appearance of any concern for justice and fairness. It is not the
State of Israel — which denies rights to a million human beings
in the conquered territories and to many of its non-Jewish citizens
—which is in danger of «being sold down the river,» as Mr. Wino-
cour pretends.

Or to take another example: One of the main ways in which the
devotion of misguided Jews to the State of Israel expresses itself,
is by donations to the so-called «Jewish National Fund» (those
white and blue boxes!). Now this is an openly discriminatory or-
ganization. It buys land from non-Jews only in Israel and the con-
quered territories, and rents it afterwards to Jews only. I can well
imagine what Mr. Winocour would say if an «English National
Fund» would begin to buy only Jewish shops in the Jewish quar-
ters of London, in order to rent them to non-Jews only!

The second sign of this idolatry, is the excessive — indeed al-
most the exclusive — concern with money and the flattery of the
rich. This also is something new in Judaism. Without being a so-
cialist, I still believe that money-grabbing does not form over-nice
human beings, or, to put it plainly, that a great number of rich
people are nasty and brutish; although I admit that there are
exceptions to this rule, I find it most repulsive as a Jew that al-
most all the examples of prominent Jews that Mr. Winocour brings
are milionaires, and that in his list of professions, he puts «think-
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tank merchantsy before scholars and judges. There is no better
sign of the degradation of Judaism — always the penalty of ido-
latry — than this. I do not see the prophet striving for justice and
opposing his government and the majority of his own people, or
the scholar spending his life in poverty and studying for the sake
of learning, but rich conformists!

But we should understand a little more closely what forms this
«devotiony of Diaspora Jews to Israel take. The answer is that the
main form it takes is money—enormous sums of money, which
are given to the government of Israel and to Israel political par-
ties, without any control whatsoever. Two consequences follow:
First, the Israeli government has much greater power over its citi-
zens than any other, for a great part of its money does not come
from Israeli citizens. Because of this, any democratic attempt to
change the government in Israel becomes most difficult, if not
impossible, for a great part of the power of the Israeli government
is not derived from any sources inside Israel. It is derived from
the pockets of Diaspora Jews by means of their idolatrous «devo-
tion» to the State of Israel.

The second necessary consequence is that since as a matter of
proven experience, Diaspora Jews give more money when the
danger of war is greater; therefore, the Israeli Government has a
great financial interest in not making peace: it would receive so
much less «easy» money. Some figures are appropriate here: the
debt of the State of Israel not only increases tremendously, but
the rate of increase also goes up, year by year. The total debt was
1£10,127m in 1968; in 1969, 12,142 (increase of 20 per cent); in
1970, 16,429 (increase of 35 per cent); in 1971—21,570 (increase of
31 per cent; in 1972, 30,661 (increase of 42 per cent). Obviously, a
new doctrine of indulgence is operating here: the force of Jewish
devotion in assembling money is thought to be infinite.

In order to help the infinite potential, Jewish donors are taken
to Israel and made to watch fights on the Syrian border, and a
special school for people who will gather money from rich Jews
for Israel operates now in Israel. This school teaches how to as-
semble information about rich Jews and «efficient persuasion me-
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thods which are good to employ on such people.» This school be-
longs to the «United Jewish Appeal» and the «Zionist Federation,»
but had I not been told this by the Hebrew press, I would say that
the idea comes from some group of antisemites!

Ask a Jew in the Diaspora, who proclaims his devotion to the
State of Israel, who usually knows no Hebrew, is ignorant about
Jewish culture and history, participates only in some religious
Jewish ceremonies which he does not understand, to what exactly
he is devoted; and he will answer that without Israel, or strong
Israel, he will not be able to carry his head high, that he will feel
low or insulted, or similar answers.

Nevertheless this situation where, for all practical purposes,
the Diaspora Jews think that they can buy our blood with their
money and feel good and devoted, cannot last. It cannot last, for
it has a corrupting effect on both the giver and the receiver. (As
an Israeli, I would say that the Diaspora Jews are being corrupted
much more than we. In the Middle East, it promotes perpetual
state of war, and outside, it promotes Antisemitism). After all, Mr.
Winocour sees something strange that Messrs. Schumann and De-
bré act in what they see as the French interest, and not according
to their «Jewish origin.» This is not a new theory. The late Adolf
Hitler held similar opinions. According to him, once a Jew, always
a Jew. Conversion, conviction, free choice, does not matter, for a
Jew will always follow only «Jewish interest.» I am very glad
that Messrs. Schuman and Debre prove this theory to be false,
at the grave risk of appearing paradoxical to Mr. Winocour.

Similarly, Mr. Winocour appears to expect that President Pom-
pidou, because he was an employee of the Rotschilds, owes «them»
or all the Jews a debt of always working in Jewish interest. Again,
Mr. Winocour should acknowledge priorities : Hitler had it before,
and for that reason he insisted that Jews should not employ non-
Jews. This is but a small example of what the doctrine of devotion
to the State of Israel has done already to Jews and what it can

do further,
Israel Shahak
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The Cases *

(i) The Cases of : 1) Elias Ibrahim Rabya
2) Muhammad Ali Hassan Haddad
3) Abdallah Rabya Zakut

Mr. Rabya, Mr. Haddad and Mr. Zakut are all Israeli citizens.
They are inhabitants of the town of Ramleh. Mr. Haddad is the
clected official of the Ramleh Council of Trade-Unions (Histad-
rut). Without any trial, or even charge, they were ordered by the
Military Commander of the «Central Area» to belimitedin their
movements. Mr. Zakut and Mr. Rabya are confined to the town
of Ramleh and Mr. Haddad can move throughout the department
of Ramleh.

In the case of Mr. Haddad, this is a «softening» of the official
attitude, for, during the past five years, he was similarly limited
to the area of the town of Ramleh.

This purely arbitrary punishment is supposed to be inflicted on
Messrs. Zakut, Rabya and Haddad for the crime of being active
in politics, and expressing opinions of their own. It was intimated
to them many times that they will be freed from such arbitrary
limitation if they will keep their mouths shut.

The Israelis have willingly aggravated the issue by extending
the scope of such a policy to include the «punishmenty of the fa-
milies of Israel’s prime suspects. Mr. Fahed Rabya, the brother of
Mr. Elias Ibrahim Rabya, who is not active politically in any way,
received an order of «limitation» for the «sinsy of his brother.
Fahed Rabya’s «limitation» is not as serious as that of the other

* All documents relating to the specific cases in this part of the book have
been published by the Israeli League for Human and Civil Rights, P.O.B.
14192, Tel Aviv, on October 17, 1972, except where otherwise stated.
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three because the prohibition applies only to Jerusalem and the
newly occupied territories.

(ii) The Case of Uthman Abu-Ras

Mr. Uthman Abu-Ras, of Teibeh (Israel), has been persecuted
by the police and the military authorities of Israel for at least 16
years. During most of this period, he has been forbidden to leave
his village without obtaining each time an express permission
from the police. To give some examples :

a. Recently, when his wife fell ill, he asked for a permit to ac-
company her to the nearest clinic. The permit was refused.

b. When he is invited to a wedding held outside of Teibeh, he
must ask permission of the police. Most of the time he is
refused, especially when he is invited by his Jewish friends
to Jewish weddings. The last time he was refused a permit
to participate in a wedding in Tel-Aviv was on September
20, 1972,

c. He is continually refused permits to participate in open and
legal political meetings as well as assemblies in Israeli cities.

Mr. Uthman Abu-Ras was never charged (much less convicted)
for any offence.

(iii) The Case of Darwish Kashua

Mr. Darwish Kashua, an Israeli citizen from the village of Tirah,
was arrested on March 3, 1969, and kept under administrative ar-
rest for more than two years without being charged with anything,
In April 1971, the Association of Arab Students in Jerusa-
lem and many other organizations, including pressures from out-
side, organized demonstrations and meetings for the purpose of
freeing him. The Israeli Defence Minister, Mr, Moshe Dayan, dec-
lared in a letter to the President of the Student Union that Mr.
Kashua is a very dangerous individual as «he confessed in his
interrogation» of membership in a terrorist organization and that
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he should not be freed. (Mr. Kashua violently denied that he ever
confessed to any such membership). Nevertheless, since the pres-
sure from abroad was powerful, Darwish Kashua was freed on
the very day that Mr. Dayan’s letter was published.

However, Mr, Darwish Kashua was not freed absolutely, in spite
of the fact that he was never charged with anything before a
court. He was transferred to his village of Tirah and forbidden,
once again, administratively, from leaving for a year. At the end
of this year (1969), when he approached the so-called «security
authorities» he was told that if he would be quiet and not speak
to anvone about his condition, his «limitation order» will be lifted.
He complied, but shortly before its termination, he was visited by
the secret police with a new «limitation order» for another year.

Mr. Darwish Kashua lives under the following conditions in his
village of Tirah, Israel:

1) He is absolutely forbidden to leave his village. Even permis-
sion to visit a dentist in the neighbouring town of Kefar-

Saba was denied.

2) He must be at the local police-station everyday at six o’c-
lock in the evening punctually. After this he must return
straight to his home and not leave it until next morning.

3) Every fourteen days, he must visit a secret police «investi-
gator» who questions him about all the people whom he had
met, about conversations between strangers that he might
have heard, and about the political opinions of all his
friends, relatives and acquaintances.

(iv) The Case of Naif Salim

Naif Salim is a member of the local council of Pe’kiyin (Gali-
lee). He served three years in the Israeli Army and another five
years in the Border Guards. He is well known among the Druze
community and the Arab people in Israel as a resolute fighter for
the rights of the Druze community, and for his determined opposi-
tion to the attempt of the Israeli government to separate his com-
munity from the other parts of the Arab population in Israel.
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He was limited in his movements to the so-called «area No. 9»
for a long time. From September 10, 1971, he was forbidden by the
order of the military commander to leave his house from sunrise
to sunset and to leave his village without a special permit, each
time, from the district police commander.

The inhabitants of Pe’kiyin are submitting a petition to abolish
the arbitrary act.

we regard this act against the elected representative of his
community as an appropriate cxample of the persecution of the
Arabs in Israel and as a violation of all human rights.

(v) The Case of Salama Hamad Uda Abu-Adra

Salama Hamad Uda Abu-Adra is an Israeli citizen, a Beduin
from the tribe of Abu-Rageik (near Beersheba). He was accu-
sed hefore the Military Court of Lydda on September 9, 1972, of
being a member of an illegal organization and of holding wea-
pons. A full confession signed by Mr. Abu-Adra was produced
after he had been imprisoned in the notorious police station of
Gaza. Mr. Abu-Adra denied the facts and described the conditions
under which he was «induced» to sign his «confession.» His «inter-
rogation» included long periods of hanging by his feet, being soa-
ked in cold water and left in this position, having to hold a chair
in his hands above his head for long periods and being beaten by
various means and in various places especially on his head and
face. On his photos, taken after this «interrogation,» signs of bea-
tings on his face can very clearly be seen.

(vi) The Case of Abdallah Ali Muhammad Ajabrin of the Village
of Dahariye
(South of El-Khalil-Hebron)

On August 19, 1972, when Abdallah A.M. Ajabrin was tending
his sheep in the company of two other villagers, an Israeli Army
car with soldiers passed on the neighbouring road. Without any
provocation, one of the soldiers fired and Abdallah Ajabrin was
seriously wounded. The car went on its way to Arad, Israel, where
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the assailant was briefly checked by the police and then freed,
without, apparently, any investigation to determine the facts. The
family, through its lawyer, Mrs. F. Langer, 14 Koresh Str. Jeru-
salem, asked in a letter (dated September 14, 1972) addressed to
the police of Arad, if any investigation is in progress. No answer
was received.

(vii) The Casc of Miss Lutfia Ibrahim El-Khauari

Miss Lutfia I. El-Khauari was arrested on August 7, 1969. She
was held under the most difficult conditions in the Beth-Shemesh
police station, which serves as an «interrogation camp» for Arabs
from the newly occupied territories and for Israeli criminals, un-
til she «confessed» to an attempt to poison the whisky of an Israe-
li agent-provocateur in Ramallah. She was sentenced to ten years’
imprisonment. Her house, in which a large family had been living,
was blown up, even before her «conviction» was declared. Her fa-
mily was turned out into the street.

Miss El-Khauari, an intelligent young woman, a poetress and of
resolute character, refused to give-up in prison. She also refused
to play the role of the «today» especially for the display of foreign
visitors — a role Arab prisoners are expected to play in Israeli
prisons. As a result, she was constantly maltreated.

Some months ago, she fell ill in prison, apparently from an in-
jury to her spine. The illness has left the lower part of her body
paralyzed. The prison authorities attributed this to «malingering»
even when she was clearly unable to rise from her bed and suf-
fered intense pains. After a long time she was transferred to the
«Tzrifia» hospital. Suddenly, on August 9, 1972, she was taken out
of the hospital while still in a very bad condition and unable to
walk. She was returned to the Nve-Tirza prison. She was not gi-
ven proper medical treatment. Her cries for a pill or an injection
to relieve her pains could be heard by all the prisoners. The at-
tempt of her lawyer to visit her on August 15, 1972 (in her cell,
since she is unable to come to the «visiting room») was not al-
lowed,
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(viii) The Cases of the BANKI :

1) Muhammad Abu Etsba, of Teibeh
2) Muhammad Na’afa, of Beit Jan
3) Omar Sa’adi, of Arabeh

4) Wagi Sima’an, of Haifa

5) Murid Farid, of Um-el-Fahem

6) Abdul Kader Haj Ihil, of Teibeh
7) Muhammad Abdul Karim, of Tirah
8) Zaiad Musa, of Akko (Acre)

9) Jassin Bakri, of Ba’ane

10) Sammi Ratas, of Iafia

11) Nabil Aweida, of Haifa

All the above-mentioned are Israeli citizens who have been li-
mited to their villages or their cities, arbitrarily, without any of-
fence, merely by the order of the military commander of their
area. If they do want to go out of their village or city, they must
ask, each time, for a special permit from the police, which is usu-
ally denied.

They are all young members of BANKI the youth movement of
the Israeli Communist Party (Rakah). BANKI has both Jewish
and Arab members, but it is a fact that, while no Jewish member
has ever been limited or arbitrarily persecuted, most of the Arab
members have been. Since BANKI (like Rakah itself) is a comp-
letely legal movement, it is very clear that the persecution of its
Arab members is motivated by racism. *

* League document published on October 29, 1972,
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(ix) Pressure on Arabs to become Agents-Provocateurs of the
Israeli Police: The Case of Ibrahim Soleiman *

One of the worst forms of the oppression of Arabs in Israel is
the cruel and relentless pressure on the young Arabs by the Israe-
li police to reveal the political opinions of their friends, acquain-
tances and even families. Those who refuse are either persecuted
by administrative limitations or harassed by continual arrests.

Such is the case of Ibrahim Soleiman, 21 years old, of Um-El-
Fahem (Israel), working in Tel-Aviv.

He was arrested several-times, without being charged with any
offence, for refusal to become an agent-provocateur. Especially
active in this respect are two policemen, one called Vakanan and
the second called Peretz, who, during the numerous arrests of Mr.
Soleiman, had beaten him grievously and told him: «Either you
will work with us or we will expel you from this land!»

They were true to their word, for they not only used to arrest
him continually, but to follow him to his work-places and to pres-
surize his employers to fire him,

Mr. Ibrahim Soleiman then became a daily worker seeking emp-
loyment with other Arab workers at the Tel-Aviv «Central Sta-
tion.» Even there he was harassed, arrested and beaten. He was
«advised» not to seek work in Tel-Aviv.

(x) The Persecution of the Arab Youth in Ramleh (Israel) **

During September 1972, many of the young Arabs of Ramleh
(usually below the age of twenty) were «invited» to appear in
the police station of Ramleh. They were threatened by the «inter-
rogating» policemen not to be active politically and to report to
the police the political opinions of their friends, acquaintances
and even families.

* League document published on October 29, 1972.
*% The League document was published on October 29, 1972,
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In case of refusal, the police notifies the director or the owner
of the business in which the young people work and applies pres-
sure through him. As in Ramleh, Arabs constitute a small mino-
rity, live in a quarter popularly known as «The Ghetto» (which
looks as such) and in a great majority of the cases work for Jews.
This method is very successful, and the Arab who does not sub-
mit to the combined pressure of his boss and of the policeman is
fired on the spot.

In other cases, in which the young men are not working, or in
the rare cases when their boss refuses to cooperate with the po-
lice, the young man receives an order of limitation of his move-
ments. Such was the case of Mr. Nasser Zakut (19 years old) who,
after several «talks» with the police, did not agree to «cooperate.»
Many other cases are known to us in Ramleh, but we have abs-
tained from giving additional names because of fear of physical
harm from the police and of dismissal from work by their em-
ployers.
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Conditions in Prisons

(i) The Conditions of Prisoners Condemned to Death

A special row of cells for prisoners condemned to death was
prepared in the Ramleh prison. For the moment they have one
occupant, Mr. Yusuf Mansur of Kefar-Tirah (Israel).

The conditions of his imprisonment are as follows:

1) He is chained permanently by his legs. The irons have ne-
ver been taken off for a single moment from the date of his con-
demnation on 13 September 1972, except during his daily walk
when his hands are cuffed.

2) His cell is 2.5 meters long and 1.5 meters broad. His lavatory
is included in this area.

3) The cell has no window, but has an electric light shining for
24 hours a day.

According to the latest declaration of the Israeli Minister of
Justice, Mr. Y. Sh. Shapiro, there will be no executions in Israel
for the time being. Yet, we believe that such conditions of im-
prisonment, and for such long periods of time, are no better or
perhaps worse than death punishment. Specifically, we object very
much to the permanent chaining — a medieval atrocity — not
used, so far as we know, by any civilized state.

This information is based on the report of Mr. Y. Lev, a
journalist of Ma’ariv who has witnessed those facts and has related
them (approvingly) in Ma’ariv on 13 September, 1972 (pages 1
and 18).
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(i)

The Situation in Israeli Prisons for Arabs *

1) The prisoners in Beersheba prison, which is only for Arabs,

2)

were collectively punished, by depriving them of their under-
garments.

The prison of Kefer-Yona (also restricted to Arabs) is con-
sidered to be the «tough» prison for those Arabs who «make
trouble.» During the last months, a new method has been
employed there: stravation. The food rations of prisoners
were severly cut down — much below the food rations in all
other Israeli official prisons.

From the accounts we have received from prisoners’ fami-
lies, we hear that the prisoners are in a continual state of
hunger.

(iii) Conditions in the Prison of Gaza

The following facts about the conditions of prisoners in the pri-
son of Gaza came to our attention :

1)

2)

3)

4)

The prisoners are beaten constantly by their wardens. No
complaints or requests to see the director of the prison are
allowed, these requests being an offence in themselves.

The prisoners are allowed a walk of only 15 minutes, every
second or third day only!

Absolute rule of silence is imposed on the prisoners in their
cells, and any attempt of prisoners seen talking to each other
is heavily punished.

The most common punishment consists, apart from beating,
of the «punishment cell» (Tsinok in Hebrew). This is a cell of
about six feet long and four feet wide, whose floor is kept
continually wet so that the prisoner cannot lie easily even at
night. Lying or sleeping during the day is, in any case, stricly

* League document published on October 29, 1972.
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forbidden. Sometimes up to four people are packed into such
cells, sometimes it is used as a «solitary.» As an additional
punishment, cold water is poured on the prisoner’s clothes
in the evening, and he is left in this condition. This punish-
ment is also used on prisoners not in the «punishment cell.»

6) The common opinion of the prisoners of Gaza prison is that
the prison officers are even more cruel, and worse in all res-
pects than the Shin-Beth interrogating officers, whom they
well remember.

7) During the rare visits of the Red Cross officials in Gaza pri-
son, the situation improves to some extent. The walk is
lenghthened into one hour per day, and the beating subsides
to some extent.

However, once the visits are over, the situation becomes
worse than before.

This information is based in part on the testimony of the priso-
ner Muhammad Yussuf Hussein Dakhman, as given to his lawyer
Mrs. F. Langer (19 Koresh Str.) in Jerusalem and also on evidence
of other prisoners and ex-prisoners given to their relatives.
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Treatment of Prisoners

(i) Treatment of Prisoners in the Gaza-Strip

Almost all prisoners indicted by the Israeli military courts in
the Gaza-Strip, are convicted by their own confession, which is pro-
duced and signed in the court. In all cases, the prisoners deny
their confession and testify on oath (and are prepared to bring
witnesses in some cases) that the confession was obtained by tor-
ture, beating and ill-treatment. In no case has the Israeli Military
Court in the Gaza-Strip even ordered an investigation. All com-
plaints of this kind are routinely dismissed, even when they ap-
pear to be well-founded. The nature of the «interrogation» of the
prisoners appears to be as follows:

1) All male prisoners are stripped naked and left for long pe-
riods of time in this condition. Many of the interrogations are car-
ried when the prisoner is nude, specially when he is an educated
man,

2) As a standing rule, no one can visit or even see a prisoner
for one month. In many cases, this period of isolation is
lengthened into three or four months. There are cases of complete
isolation of seven and even nine months.

3) The methods of torture in routine use at the present time in
the Gaza-Strip include, according to reliable information submit-
ted to us, the following:

a) Falaka (beating with sticks or leather straps on soles of the
feet).

b) Suspension by hands for long periods. This is carried both
with the hands bound before the body and behind the back-
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which is much more cruel. The interrogators are careful to
bind the hands with elastic straps (and not with ropes or
handcuffs) so as to leave less traces and prevent rapid faint-
ing of the prisoner.

¢) Ordering the prisoner, during the interrogation, to hold a
chair with his hands, or sometimes with one hand, above his
head, for long periods.

d) Beating, with flat sticks, the hands and especially the fingers,
of the prisoner,

e) Leaving the prisoner soaked in cold water during the night.

f) «Ordinary» beating, and kicking with the boots. This appears
to be limited to the first stage after the arrest, and not to be
employed by the «real» inerrogators.

g) Slapping on the cheek. This is used very much during the
interrogation itself.

Remark : Torture with electricity which was used in Gaza has ap-
parently disappeared in the last year.

4) The prisoners who do not «confess,» are not freed in many
cases, but expelled to Jordan, Expulsion is also employed against
many intellectuals of Gaza without being arrested. They are
brought to a deserted part of the Israeli-Jordanian border south of
the Dead Sea (The area of Wadi Arab or Arava), where the es-
cort fires over their heads, and orders them to go to Jordan. The
order of expulsion is given by the military commander without
any possibility of appeal.

Of course no opportunity is given for a last farewell even by
the closest family relations. Only those people who were not condemn-
ed are expelled.

5) The prison of Gaza (see the previous communication) is very
crowded and has no beds. Even on the floor there is no place for
people to lie «extended.» All requests for beds, even folding beds,
are denied and the reason given is that Arabs are «primitive peo-
ple» who do not sleep on beds even in their houses. This is lie, as
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anyone who visits either the towns or the refugee camps of the
Gaza-Strip can testify for himself.

6) Because of the great danger to our informants, not only of
arrest and torture, but even more so of summary expulsion
forever from their fatherland, we cannot reveal their names. They
are all inhabitants of Gaza whom we trust. We will be prepared
to reveal them if an impartial and international inquiry shall be
taken. We ask every man of good will in the whole word to help
to constitute such an inquiry.

(ii) Persecutions of Israeli-Arabs #

During the last month, the arbitrary administrative limitations
placed on the movements of non-Jewish citizens of Israel have
increased tremendously. The people picked for these limitations
are mainly the intellectuals: writers, poets, laweyrs, civic leaders.
We must reiterate again that all those people are completely in-
nocent both in fact and in law. They have not been charged or
accused of any offence whatsoever in any court. (They cannot
therefore defend themselves!). All what happens is that each of
them received a piece of paper — signed by the appropriate mili-
tary commander — prohibiting their movements inside the State
of Israel.

The prohibitions are of various kinds: some are prohibited to
leave their villages or their towns. Some are permitted graciously
to move inside a sub-district, but not to leave it. To make life
more difficult, the notorious «Military District No. 9» which inc-
luded most of Galilee, and within which the movement of Arabs
used to be limited, was divided into several sub-districts, which
are very small. Most of the limitations and prohibitions now
taking place are within the narrow limits of those sub-districts.
Only a minority of those limited are now allowed to move around
a whole district, but of course they are still forbidden to visit Tel-
Aviv,

* Documents published by the League on January 31, 1973.
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We are bringing before you an incomplete list of Israeli-Arabs,
who are denied free movement by the arbitrary order of the mi-
litary commander, based on the notorious «Defence Regulations
1945.» The list will be made by areas and towns:

w

10.
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Haifa
Dr Emile Touma (orientalist).
Saliba Khamis (editor of the monthly «Al-Jadeed»).

Ali A’shour (deputy chief-editor of the bi-weekly «Al-It-
tihady).

Mohammad Me’ari (lawyer).

Ali Rafea (lawyer).

A’ssam El-Abbasi (editor of the bi-weekly «Al-Ittihady).
Zahi Karkabi,

Abbas Zein El-Deen.

Wajih Sem’an.

Nabil Aweida.

* kX

Nazareth

Salim El-Qassem (elected member of the Histadrut execu-
tive).

Tawfik Zahad (poet, member of the Nazareth Municipal
Council).

Gassan Habib.
Muna’em Gargura.
Suheil Nassar.
Yussef Sabbagh.
Salim Goubrun, poet.

Nabil Oudeh.
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10.
11.

12.

13.
14,
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Towns and Villages in Galilee

Shafiq Khourieh, Shafa-Amer (member of the Municipal

Council).

Fadel Na’amneh, Arabeh (member of the village local

Council).
Omar Sa’adi, Arabeh.
Ibrahim Shukri Shamshoum, Arabeh.

Naim Salim, Peki’yin poet, member of the local Council of

his village).

Raje El-Najame, Iblin.

Nasri El-Mur, Iblin.

Murshed Salim, Iblin.

Muhammad Abu-Nimer, Al-Mughar.
Yussef Esleikh, Eilaboun.

Nader Loubani, Yafet El-Nassera.

Assad Yussef Kanane, Yafet El-Nassera (Deputy-Mayor).

Muhammad Abdel-Hadi, Eksal.
Hassan Mahmoud Khateeb, Reneh,
Adel Abu-Yehyeh, Tamra.

Daif Zbeidut, Sakhnin.

Said Bader, Tur-an.

Tawfik Daghash, Deir-Hana.
Mahmoud Mara’e, El-Mashhad.
Khaled Saleh, A’elot.

Saleh Abdel-Kader Taha, Kafr-Kana.
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Acre
Jamil Musa (member of Histadrut executive).
Ramzi Khuri (member of the Municipal Council of Acre).
Sakhi Jeries.
Fiad Musa.
Ahmed Abu-Shanab.
Mahmud Abu-Shanab.

Villages in the District of Acre

Nimer Murkos, Kafr Yassef (lawyer, member of the local
Council).

Muhammad El-Haj, Kafr Yassef (member of the local
Council, lawyer).

Yussef Shehadeh, Kafr Yassef (member of the local Coun-
cil).

Jamil Shehadeh, Kafr Yassef.
Ibrahim Mograby, Kafr Yassef.
Gabriel Beshara, Tarshiha.
Muhammad Nafa, Beit Jan.

L I

Village of « The Triangle »
Uthman Abu-Ras, Teibeh.
Abdel-Rahim A’zem, Teibeh, (member of the local Council)

Abdel-Hamid Abu-Aita, Teibeh (member of the local
Council).

Shaker A’zem, Teibeh.



Abdel-Fatah Abu-Ras, Teibeh.
Muhammad Abu-Esba, Teibeh.
Muhammad Awad, Teibeh.
Abdel-Kader Taher, Teibeh.

© ® 3o o

Darwish Kashua, Tira (Univesity student, not allowed to
study because of the arbitrary limitation of his move-
ments !).

10. Muhammad Abdel-Karem Mansur, Tira.
11. Ghazi Shbeita, Tira.

12. Omar Asfour, Kafr-Kassem.

13. Ibrahim Bayadse, Baka El-Garbveh.

14. Abdel-Khalim Ghazawi, Kalanwa.

15. Ahmad Nasrallah, Um El-Fahem (member of the local
Council),

16. Mahmud Hussein Agbariyeh, Um El-Fahem.
17. Mahmud Muhammad Kassem, Um El-Fahem.
18. Murad Fared, Um El-Fahem.

* ¥k ¥

Town of Ramleh
1. Muhammad Haddad (member of the Municipality).
2. Abdallah Zakout.
3. Elias Rabya.

Remarks:

1. Some of the names were already mentioned in our publica-
tions ,
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2. This list is incomplete. We will publish additional list at a
later date.

3. Apart from the obvious persecution and denial of the free-
dom of those people, we want to draw your attention to the fol.
lowing facts:

a) The greater part of those whose movements have been limi-
ted, are people who work outside their villages. Their liveli-
hood is thus arbitraril ycut-off and, without any compensa-
tion.

b) Many Israeli-Arabs are threatened constantly by both the
secret-police and the official police (in the Arab areas there
is but little distinction between the two) that if they do not
collaborate with the police, by turning in spies and agents-
provocateurs, they will be «put on the list» of those whose
freedom of movement has been denied.

4. In all the history of the State of Israel, there has not been
one single Jew whose freedom of movement was denied in this
manner. This arbitrary persecution has been applied only against
non-Jews.

(iii) Collective Punishmert at the Village of Dura (West-Bank) *

The village of Dura was (and is) «punished» by the military
government in the following manner:

a. For three days, there was a general curfew without anyone
(including children and old people) being allowed to go out
of their houses.

b. After this, the curfew—which still continues—was changed
for the time being from 7.00 in the evening until 7.00 in the
morning. Since the peasants usually start work at 5.00 in
the morning, and hired workers must be at their place of
work (most of them in the distant Jewish city), by 6.00 in
the morning, the livelihood -of the whole village is thus
ruined.

c. Should this cruel curfew continue, the village will be threa-
tened with starvation.

*# Document published by the League on October 29, 1972,
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(iv). Appeal against the Use of Torture on Detainees *
Dear Friend,

We, the undersigned, appeal to you in order to denounce, with
us, the torture that is being used by the Israeli authorities on peo-
ple detained in Israeli prisons. Those tortured are being «induced»
to «confess.» Recently, the atrocities reached a new peak of in-
tensity.

Those methods of torture have been used extensively in the
conquered territories for the last six years, and it was inevitable
for them to spread into the Israeli society itself.

According to .our knowledge, a group of political prisoners —
accused by the authoritites of participating in a ‘spy ring’ — have
been recently tortured. We present to you three testimonies by
those alleged to be in this group. The reason we cannot disclose
to you more detailed testimonies is due to the objective obstacles
put by the authorities to prevent free meetings between the de-
tained and their lawyers; even after the termination of any sort
of investigation. As you will see from the testimony given by
Shauki Khatib, the prisoners are warned, according to the best
tradition of the Inquisition, not to complain or they will suffer
more,

According to our experience, we have found out that the best
methods to achieve practical results in the struggle for the alle-
viation of human suffering under the rule of the Israeli govern-
ment is to publicize the facts abroad. Not only is the Israeli public
becoming less and less sensitive to human suffering as the con-
quest continues; but also it tends to believe any nonsense that the
authorities decide to feed it. However, the Israeli authorities who
do not give a damn about anything said in Israel by ‘marginal
groups,’” are very sensitive to the publication of the true facts
outside Israel.

% Addressed to the friends of the Israeli League for Human and Civil
Rights on February 9, 1973.
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We appeal to you, wherever you may be to try and give maxi-
mum publicity to the enclosed documents.

Our struggle against the Israeli establishment and the growing
chauvinistic and racist atmosphere inside Israel, is very hard and
we urgently need any help you can give us.

Yours,

Aryeh Bober
Izzy Cohen
Marius Schattner
Israel Shahak

Complaint about Interrogation of Shauki Khatib*

On the 25th January 1973, I had interviewed in the Yagur prison
Shauki Khatib who is imprisoned there. After he had signed the
necessary papers allowing me to be his attorney, a thing which he
wanted to do for a long time, I was allowed to see him.

He made severe complaints about the tortures which he had
undergone: on the fourth day of his imprisonment, around the
8th of December 1972, the interrogators had brought into the room,
where my client was interrogated, a white electric cable, and a
racket similar to the one employed in tennis. The interrogators,
whose names my client does not know, then stripped him naked
and began to poke his testicles with the cable. The cable was not
connected to an electrical outlet. They told him «we will castrate
you and somebody else will sleep with your wife.» (I would like
to point out that the word «sleep» was written by me, since the
interrogators used a dirty, unprintable word).

After this. theyv allowed him to dress and began to hit him with
the racket. My client states that he had received at least thirty
blows. The interrogators also began pulling his hair when he was

* This complaint and the following one are addressed by Felicia Langer
(Advocate, Jerusalem) to Superintendent Sasson, Department of Special
Assignments (Police), Nazareth, 8th and 26th of January 1973.
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sitting on a chair. This went on for a while and then he was or-
dered to strip again, during which one of the interrogators said
to another: «Go on and connect the electrical cable, this son of a
whore should be castrated, for we have found somebody to sleep
with his wife in his place.» The cable was not connected this time
either and Shauki Khatib was permitted to dress. At that point,
the interrogators started to rain fist-blows on all the parts of his
pody. This was carried on by several interrogators simultaneous-
ly, all of whom were dressed in muftis. They used aliases, like
«Abu Jamily and «Abu-Assam» interchangeably in order to con-
fuse the client as to their identities.

On 26th December 1972, or around this date, after Rami Livneh
was arrested, my client claims that another period of brutal
treatment began. ...

On one occasion. (my client does not remember the date), the
interrogators beat him with a club on his head till he fainted.
They had to keep holding him so he would not fall down. After
the arrest of Rami Livneh, my client, who was imprisoned in
Acre, was brought to Yagur prison, so that he would persuade
Rami Livneh to give a confession to his investigators. Since he did
not accomplish what they wanted of him, they brought him back to
Acre. During this period, my client was hit by fist-blows and was
kicked regularly.

In the first week of January of 1973, my client was put into the
same cell as Rami Livneh. On one of the evenings, between the
hours 19.00-20.00, he was taken to interrogation. His interrogators
stripped him, put him under a shower, and cold water was poured
on my client. After this, he was taken to a room where he was
blindfolded and something like a plaster was attached to his leg.
Suddenly, from the place of attachment, all his body was con-
vulsed, his mouth fell open as if he wanted to cry but could not,
for his mouth was painfully convulsed. My client considers that
this shock was caused by electricity. This torture, including cold-
water shower, was repeated, according to my client, three times
during the same evening. The interrogators told my client that
this treatment would be continued until Rami Livneh would
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agree to talk. During the interrogation, when my client tried to
protest before his interrogators, they answered him: «We are the
Knesset, the judges and your God too.» One of them took a piece
of paper, crushed it and threw it into a basket as a demonstra-
tion, saying to my client at the same time: «This is the law for
me.»

Also my client was subjected to threats that he must keep his
mouth shut and not complain about what happened to him,
otherwise he would suffer more.

I address your honor, as one in charge of the interrogation of
my client, and ask you to check this grave complaint without
postponement.

It is needless to point out, that the cruel manner of interroga-
tion, which my client describes, is a severe infraction of basic
human rights, and puts to scorn every law and custom of inter-
rogating a suspect by the police, where he is without help or
succour.

I am awaiting your early answer.

Respectfully. Felicia Langer, Lawyer.

® %k

8th January 1973

Superintendent Sasson,
Department of Special Assignments (Police)
Nazareth.

Complaint Concerning the Beating of My Client Meli Lerman.

In the name of my client, Mr. Meli Lerman, I address your
honor as follows:

On 8th January 1973, I visited my client in Yagur prison. Du-
ring our talk, my client complained that near the date of 30th
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December 1972, two men came to him in prison (it seems in the
prison of Acre), of whom one was dressed in mufti and the second
was in army uniform. They told him: «This is military interro-
gation,» and they began to slap him on his cheeks and then orde-
red him to lie on the floor. After he did so, both of them kicked

him and beat him.

During our talk, my client suddenly pointed at a man who was
walking in the prison courtyard, accompanied by two other men,
all dressed in mufti, and said: «This is the man that beat me.x» I
went to this man, told him my name and asked him to identify
himself. He strongly refused to do so, and also his companions
refused to tell his name. Instead of which they asked the police-
men present to take me away from them. The man looks as fol-
lows; average height, black and curly hair, dressed in a sweater
with brown stripes, brown overcoat, oblong face and looks about
27 years old.

Since it is known that your honor is in charge of the interroga-
tion of my client (who, by the way, did not complain about his
treatment by the police, neither in Acre nor in Yagur), I ask you
to check this complaint of my client, which in my opinion is very
grave. It is needless to point out, that the refusal of the man who
was pointed out by my client to tell his name, adds seriousness to
this case. It is clear that injuring a helpless detainee is a severe
violation of basic human rights.

Therefore, I ask the investigation of this complaint of my client
as soon as possible, because of the urgency and the implications
of the case.

Respectfully, Felicia Langer, Lawyer.

The investigation of the police was carried out on the 1st of
February 1973, and Meli Lerman was asked questions by the in-
vestigators. During the investigation, he saw in the prison
courtyard his tormentor. He pointed him out to the police in-
vestigators, but they refused either to call him or to take his
hame.
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Complaint about beatings of Rami Livneh
(Felicia Langer, Ha’aretz Supplement 2nd February 1973)

Rami claimed before me, in a meeting we had in Yagur (Ja-
lamy) prison, that they (the interrogators) had beaten him with
fist-blows on his face, spat in his face, beaten him all over the
parts of his body. His head was knocked to the wall. He was
stripped naked. His friend Shauki Khatib was brought to his cell.
Rami was told that his friend would be tortured until he, Rami,
would speak. This was done three times. At the end, Rami
spoke, and gave a declaration under (this) pressure. He wanted to
keep silent until the beginning of the case in court, and this is the
legal right of every citizen, but when he had heard how they
tortured his friend Shauki Khatib, he broke down and spoke.
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Documents of the League

Part III

Destruction of Villages



Name of the
District

Jerusalem
Bethlehem
Hebron
Jaffa
Ramleh
Lydda
Jenin
Tul-Karem
Haifa

Ako
Nazareth
Safad

m) Tiberias

n)
o)
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Beisan
Gaza

Total

Number of Number of Number of
villages villages destroyed
before 1948 now villages

33 4 29

7 0 7

16 0 16

23 0 23

31 0 31

28 0 28

8 4 4

33 12 21

43 8 35

52 32 20

26 20 6

75 7 68

26 3 23

28 0 28

46 0 46

475 90 385




8

Report
on

Arab Villages Destroyed in Israel”

Preface

The truth about Arab settlements which used to exist in the
area of the State of Israel before 1948 is one of the most guarded
secrets of Israeli life. No publication, book or pamphlet, gives
either their number or their location. This of course, is done on
purpose in order that the accepted official myth of «an empty
country» can be taught and accepted in the Israeli schools and
told to visitors.

I believe that falsifying facts in this manner is a most grave
offence in itself, and also one of the most important causes for
prevention of any meaningful peace (not one based on force and
oppression). This falsification is especially grave in my opinion,
as it is accepted almost universally outside the Middle East,
and because the villages were — in almost all cases — destroyed
completely, with their houses, garden-walls, and even cemeteries
and tomb-stones, so that literally a stone does not remain stan-
ding, and visitors are passing and being told that «it was all de-
sert.»

I believe, therefore, that the first duty of any honest man in
Israel and outside it is to try to learn the truth as much as he can

* Puyblished by Dr. Israel Shahak, February 15, 1973.
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and in this spirit I offer the following report, which gives a com-
plete list of all the Arab villages and tribes, which used to exist
in the area of the State of Israel (borders of 5 June 1967), and the
ones which exist now (marked by (X) ).

The list of settlements before 1948 is based on the work of Mr,
Aref El-Aref of Ramallah, the world famous Palestinian historian
and geographer. The existing villages were marked with the help
of several Israeli-Arabs.

Summary

The report is arranged according to the old Palestinian districts.
A summary of the numbers of Arab villages that existed and that
have been destroyed is given below. It was impossible to track
down the Arab tribes and while it is known that most of them
were expelled, no summary will be attempted here.

A) DISTRICT OF JERUSALEM

Existed before 1948 — 33 villages
Exist now — 4 villages
Destroyed — 29 villages

B) DISTRICT OF BETHLEHEM

Existed before 1948 — T villages
Exist now — 0
Destroyed — 7 villages

C) DISTRICT OF HEBRON — EL-KHALIL

Existed before 1948 — 16 villages

Evist now — 0

Destroyed — 16 villages

D) DISTRICT OF JAFFA
Existed before 1948 — 23 villages and one
city — Jaffa

Exist now — Jaffa (1)
Destroyed — 23 villages
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E)

F)

G)

H)

(1) — Jaffa is now mainly a Jewish city in which a few

thousands Arabs live.

DISTRICT OF RAMLEH

Existed before 1948 — 31 villages and one
city — Ramleh

Exist now — Ramleh(1)

Destroyed — 31 villages

(1) — See remark (1) in paragraph D) above.
DISTRICT OF LYDDA (LOD)

Existed before 1948 — 28 villages and one
city — Lydda

Exist now — Lydda (1)

Destroyed — 28 villages

(1) — See remark (1) in paragraph D) above.
DISTRICT OF JENIN

Existed before 1948 — 8 villages
Exist now — 4 villages
Destroyed — 4 villages

DISTRICT OF TUL-KAREM

Existed before 1948 — 33 villages
Exist now — 12 villages
Destroyed — 21 villages

I) DISTRICT OF HAIFA

Existed before 1948 — 43 villages
Exist now — 8 villages
Destroyed — 35 villages

Also 10 tribes used to live there, most of them cannot be

traced now.
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