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INTRODUCTION

The author does not attempt to comment on the cases that
are presented in this book and leaves it to the reader to see the
flagrant Israeli contraventions not only of the Fourth Geneva
Convention but also of the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, the International Convention for the Prevention and
Punishment of Genocide, the U.N. Covenant of Civil and Political
Freedom, the London Charter of 1945, the Hague Agreement of
1907, and the Third Geneva Convention. The method that is
followed in this study is as follows: relevant articles from the
afore-mentioned agreements are cited at the beginning of each
part, then there is an exposition of selected cases, evidence and
reports that indicate Israeli violations of these articles. Several
points remain to be mentioned:

1. The Israeli government is bound by the Geneva Con-
ventions to implement their provisions in the Arab territories
that it occupied as a result of its aggression on 5 June 1967.
Israel was not only one of the signatories of the Conventions
that were signed on 12 August 1949, but it also ratified the Con-
vention without reservations on 6 July 1951. The second article
of the Fourth Geneva Convention Relative to the Protection of
Civilian Persons in Time of War, that defined the conditions by
which the Convention becomes relevant and must be observed,
reads as follows :

«In addition to the provisions which shall be implemented
in peacetime, the present Convention shall apply to all cases of
declared war or of any other armed conflict which may arise
between two or more of the High Contracting Parties, even if
the state of war is not recognized by one of them.

«The Convention shall also apply to all cases of partial or
total occupation of the territory of a High Contracting Party
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even if the said occupation meets with no armed resistance.
«Although one of the Powers in conflict may not be a party
to the present Convention, the Powers who are parties thereto
shall remain bound by it in their mutual relations. They shall
furthermore be bound by the Convention in relation to the said
power, if the latter accepts and applies the provisions thereof.»

It is a fact that Israel now occupies territories that belong
to three Arab countries, namely, the Syrian Arab Republic, the
United Arab Republic, and the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
and has done so since June 1967. The Syrian and Egyptian lands
that are under occupation are outside the boundaries of Man-
datory Palestine that were approved by the League of Nations
and the United Nations. The West Bank and the Gaza - Strip, on
the other hand, are beyond the frontiers laid down by the General
Armistice Agreements of 1949 that were signed by Israel.
Moreover, Israel, when it signed and then ratified the Geneva
Conventions, did not have any reservation in regard to geogra-
phical boundaries within which the Conventions would be
applied.

Thus the Geneva Conventions, and in particular the Third
Convention Relative to the Treatment of the Protection of Civi-
lian Persons in Time of War, are completely applicable to the
territories occupied as a result of the Israeli aggression against
the three Arab countries on 5 June 1967.

2. As for the definition of «the occupied territory,» neither

The Hague Conventions nor the Geneva Conventions require an

official announcement of occupation or of cease fire for a

territory to become occupied in terms of international law and

international agreements. Article 42 of The Hague Conventions
says:

«A territory is considered as occupied when it is actually

placed under the authority of the hostile army. The occupation

extends only to the territory where such authority has been
established and can be exercised.»

Article 4 of the Fourth Geneva Convention says :

«Persons protected by the Convention are those who, at a
given moment and in any manner whatsoever, find themselves,



in case of a conflict or occupation, in the hands of a Party to
the conflict or Occupying Power of which they are not nationals.

«Nationals of a State which is not bound by the Convention
are not protected by it. Nationals of a neutral State who find
themselves in the territory of a belligerent State, shall not be
regarded as protected persons while the State of which they
are nationals has normal diplomatic representation in the State
in whose hands they are.»

The provisions of Part II are, however, wider in application,
as defined in Article 13:

«Persons protected by the Geneva Convention for the
Amelioration of the Condition of the Wounded and Sick in
Armed Forces in the Field of August 12, 1949, or by the Geneva
Convention for the Amelioration of the Condition of Wounded,
Sick and Shipwrecked Members of Armed Forces at Sea on
August 12, 1949, or by the Geneva Convention relative to Treat-
ment of Prisoners of War of August 12, 1949, shall not be
considered as protected persons within the meaning of the
present convention.»

3. It is then evident, from the provisions of Article 42 of
The Hague Convention and Article 4 of the Fourth Geneva Con-
vention, that the inhabitants of the West Bank, the Gaza- Strip,
the Sinai Peninsula, and the Golan Heights, are considered as
«protected persons» and that these territories are «occupied»
territories. Moreover, Israel officially accepted the cease-fire re-
solution on 7 June 1967 (Document S/7945).

In spite of this, Israel announced that it is not bound by
the terms of the Geneva Conventions and it will not implement
them. It further announced its refusal to receive any commission
sent by the United Nations to investigate the conditions of the
Arabs in the occupied territories. (E/CN. 4/SR. 10/2, February 28,
1969).* This negative Israeli attitude was deplored by the UN

#* Among the excuses used by Israel to justify its refusal to receive
such commissions was a call for a similar investigation of the conditions
of Jewish minorities in the Arab countries. This excuse is false because
such an investigation would not fall under any of the provisions of the
Fourth Geneva Convention.



Commission on Human Rights in its resolution 6 (25).

4. The civilian persons in the territories occupied by Israel
after 5 June 1967 enjoy the rights provided for in the Charter of
the United Nations and in the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights. The applicability of these norms in the occupied terri-
tories is affirmed by the Security Council in resolution 237 (1967)
of 14 June 1967 which states that «essential and inalienable
human rights should be respected even during the vicissitudes of
war.» The General Assembly resolution 2252 (ES-V) of 4 July
1967 welcomed the Security Council resolution. The Commission
on Human Rights in resolution 6 (25) recalled both these resolu-
tions in its preambular paragraphs. The Security Council reso-
lution 259 (1968) of 27 September 1968 expressed the concern of
the Council for the safety, welfare and security of the inhabitants
of the occupied Arab territories, and deplored the delay in the
implementation of resolution 237/1967. The International Con-
ference on 7 May 1968 adopted a resolution in which it inter alia :

a. Expressed its grave concern for the violation of human
rights in Arab territories occupied by Israel;

b. Drew the attention of the government of Israel to the
grave consequences resulting from disregard of fundamental
freedoms and human rights in occupied territories;

c. Called upon the government of Israel to desist forthwith
from acts of destroying homes of the Arab civilian population
inhabiting areas occupied by Israel and to respect and implement
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Geneva
Convention of 12 August 1949 in occupied territories;

d. Affirmed the inalienable rights of all inhabitants who
have left their homes as a result of the outbreak of hostilities in
the Middle East to return, resume normal life, recover their
property and homes, and rejoin their families according to the
provisions of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

5. The civilian inhabitants of the occupied territories also
enjoy the rights provided by regulations and laws governing
armed conflicts and wars in general such as The Hague Conven-
tion of 1907 and the London Agreement of 1945. There is a close
connection between the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Con-
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vention and The Hague Conventions. This connection is stated
explicitly in Article 154 of the Fourth Geneva Convention which

reads:

6.

«In the relations between the Powers who are bound by The
Hague Conventions respecting the Laws, and Customs of War
on Land, whether that of July 29, 1899, or that of October 18,
1907, and who are parties to the present Convention, this last
Convention shall be supplementary to Sections II and III of the
Regulations annexed to the above-mentioned Conventions of The
Hague.»

Israel does not have the right to deprive the inhabitants

of the occupied territories of rights provided in such agreements
except for reasons relative to absolutely essential military or
security measures. These reasons are defined in the following
Articles of the Fourth Geneva Convention : 5, 16, 53, 55, 57, 63,
64, 108, 111, 142, and 143. On the other hand, Article 49 of the
Fourth Convention says :

«Protected persons who are in occupied territory shall not
be deprived, in any case or in any manner whatsoever, of the
benefits of the present Convention by any change introduced,
as the result of the occupation of a territory, into the institu-
tions or government of the said territory, nor by any agreement
concluded between the authorities of the occupied territories
and the Occupying Power, nor by any annexation by the latter
of the whole or part of the occupied territory.»

Furthermore, the Fourth Geneva Convention has defined,
beyond all reservations, what are considered to be «grave brea-
ches» of the Convention. This definition appears in Article 147
which reads:

«Grave breaches to which the preceding Article relates shall
be those involving any of the following acts, if committed against
persons or property protected by the present Convention: Wilful
killing, torture or inhuman treatment, including biological ex-
periments, wilfully causing great suffering or serious injury to
body or health, unlawful deportation or transfer or unlawful
confinement of a protected person, compelling a protected
person to serve in the forces of a hostile Power, or wilfully
depriving a protected person of the rights of fair and regular
trial prescribed in the present Convention, taking of hostages
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and extensive destruction and appropriation of property, not
justified by military necessity and carried out unlawfully and

wantonly.»

The activities of the Israeli government do not in any way
conform to the leeways provided by the international human
rights agreements mentioned above. The blowing up of houses
in order to provide a parking square in front of the Western Wall
cannot be considered as being done for reasons of security. The
settlement of Israeli citizens in the newly occupied territories is
a simple and flagrant violation of the terms of the Convention.
Mass arrests, acts of intimidation and mass graves are prohibited
regardless of the motive. The prevention of the refugees from
going back to their homes is also unqualified breach of the Con-
vention.

The cases that are presented here constitute, as I said, only
samples of Israeli behaviour in the occupied Arab territories.
Nevertheless, these samples are, in themselves, an ample proof
of the Israeli disregard for all conventions and agreements related

to human rights.

Ibrahim Al-Abid
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Chapter 1
TORTURE AND MALTREATMENT

A) Text of Relevant Articles

«No one shall be subjected to torture or to cruel, inhuman
or degrading treatment or punishment.»

Universal Declaration of Human
Rights, Article 5

«In the case of armed conflict not of an international
character occurring in the territory of one of the High Contract-
ing Parties, each Party to the conflict shall be bound to apply,
as a minimum, the following provisions :

1) Persons taking no active part in the hostilities, including
members of armed forces who have laid down their arms
and those placed hors de combat by sickness, wounds, de-
tention, or any other cause, shall in all circumstances be
treated humanely, without any adverse distinction founded
on race, colour, religion or faith, sex, birth or wealth, or any
other similar criteria.

To this end, the following acts are and shall remain
prohibited at any time and in any place whatsoever with
respect to the abovementioned persons :

(a) violence to life and person, in particular murder of all
kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture;

(b) taking of hostages;

(c) outrages upon personal dignity, in particular, humiliating
and. degrading treatment;
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(d) the passing of sentences and the carrying out of execu-
tions without previous judgment pronounced by a re-
gularly constituted court affording all the judicial gua-
rantees which are recognised as indispensable by civilized
peoples.»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 3

«No physical or moral coercion shall be exercised against
protected persons, in particular to obtain information from them
or from third parties.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 31

«The High Contracting Parties specifically agree that each
of them is prchibited from taking any measure of such a charac-
ter as to cause the physical suffering or extermination of pro-
tected persons in their hands.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 32

«Genocide means any of the following acts committed with
intent to destroy in whole or in part, a national, ethnical, racial
or religious group :.

(a) killing members of the group;

(b) causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of
the group;

(c) deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part;

(d) Imposing measures intended to prevent births within the
group;

The Universal Declaration of
Human Rights;
The Convention of the Prevention
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and the Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide
Article 3

«Persons committing genocide, or conspiring or inciting to
commit genocide... shall be punished, whether they are constitu-
tionally responsible rulers, public officials or private individuals.»

The Convention on the Prevention
and the Punishment of the Crime
of Genocide

Article 4

«No physical or mental torture, nor any other form of
coercion may be inflicted on prisoners of war to secure from
them information of any kind whatever. Prisoners of war who
refuse to answer may not be threatened, insulted, or exposed to
any unpleasant or disadvantageous treatment of any kind.»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 17

«Prisoners of war, in the sense of the present Convention,
are persons belonging to one of the following categories, who
have fallen into the power of the enemy:

1) Members of the armed forces of a Party to the Conflict as
well as members of militias or volunteer corps forming part
of such armed forces.

2) Members of other militias and members of other volunteer
corps, including those of organized resistance movements,
belonging to a Party to the conflict and operating in or out-
side their own territory, even if this territory is occupied,
provided that such militias or volunteer corps, including
such organized resistance movements, fulfil the following
conditions:

(a) that of being commanded by a person responsible for his
subordinates;

(b) that of having a fixed distinctive sign recognizable at a
distance;
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(c) that of carrying arms openly;

(d) that of conducting their operations in accordance with
the laws and customs of war.»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 4

«Prisoners of war must at all times be humanely treated.
Any unlawful act or omission by the Detaining Power causing
death or seriously endangering the health of a prisoner of war
in its custody is prohibited and will be regarded as a serious
breach of the Present Convention.»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 13

«Women shall be especially protected against any attack on
their honour, in particular against rape, enforced prostitution,
or any form of indecent assault.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 27

«Every internee shall be allowed to receive visitors, especially
near relatives, at regular intervals and as frequently as possible.»

«As far as is possible, internees shall be permitted to visit
their homes in urgent cases, particularly in cases of death or
serious illness of relatives.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 116

«The Detaining Power is bound to take all necessary and
possible measures to ensure that protected persons shall, from
the outset of their internment, be accommodated in buildings or
quarters which afford every possible safeguard as regards
hygiene and health, and provide efficient protection against the
rigours of the climate and the effects of the war. In no case shall
permanent places of internment be situated in unhealthy areas
or in districts, the climate of which is injurious to the internees.
In all cases where the district, in which a protected person is
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temporarily interned, is an unhealthy area or has a climate which
is harmful to his health, he shall be removed to a more suitable
place of internment as rapidly as circumstances permit.»

«The premises shall be fully protected from dampness, ade-
quately heated and lighted, in particular between dusk and lights
out. The sleeping quarters shall be sufficiently spacious and well
ventilated, and the internees shall have suitable bedding and
sufficient blankets, account being taken of the climate, and the
age, sex, and state of health of the internees.»

«Internees shall have for their use, day and night, sanitary
conveniences which conform to the rules of hygiene, and are
constantly maintained in a state of cleanliness. They shall be
provided with sufficient water and soap for their daily personal
toilet and for washing their personal laundry.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 85

«Prisoners of war shall be quartered under conditions as
favourable as those for the forces of the Detaining Power who
are billeted in the same area.»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 25

«The basic daily food rations shall be sufficient in quantity,
quality and variety to keep prisoners of war in good health and
to prevent loss of weight or the development of nutritional
deficiencies.»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 26

«Clothing, underwear and footwear shall be supplied to
prisoners of war in sufficient quantities by the Detaining
Power...»

Third Geneva Convention,
Article 27
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B. Contraventions
Disclosures by those exiled from the occupied territories:
Name : Ma'moun Izzat Teriaki
Age : 21 years-old
Place of birth : Nablus
Present residence : al-Zarka’
Occupation : Mechanic

Family status: Married, father of nine children.

I was arrested on the 22nd of April, 1970, while on my way
back from Jordan to the West Bank...I was imprisoned on the
charge of having cooperated with the Palestinian resistance
movement. From the very first day, I was subjected to the worst
kinds of torture. In the Nablus prison, I was placed in a room
with eight interrogators.

The methods of torture that were resorted to:
1. They would beat me severely until I lost consciousness.

2. They would force me to take off my clothes and then electro-
cute me.

3. I was hung from the ceiling for long intervals at a time while
being whipped until I would pass out.

4. T was injected with a «truth» serum before being questioned.
5. An ink tube was inserted into my penis so that it would bleed.

6. A toothless police dog was brought in to bite my penis.

As a result of all of this, I have lost my speech ability.
Regardless of my condition, the tortures continued. Scars are
still evident on my head and chest. I had occasional fainting
spells, but they would refuse to allow me to enter a hospital.

At first I was prevented from meeting with the Interna-
tional Red Cross representative. Only the threat of those with
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me to go on strike pursuaded the authorities to allow me to see
him on condition that I do not reveal the real reason for my
inability to speak. However, the Red Cross representative was
able to find out from others, but could not convince the prison
director to send me to a hospital.

My mother protested to the Mayor of Nablus and asked
him to intervene on my behalf, but he also was unable to do
anything.

On February 19, 1971, I was released from prison and exiled
to Jordan. I have been under diagnosis, bu so far, no improve-
ment has been made. Some doctors believe that my speechless-
ness is due to hysterical dumbness resultant from the shocks
and torture that I received in prison.

I am presenting my case to all men of conscience in order
that they try and do what they can in helping me to return to
my family.

Ma’moun Izzat Teriaki
Name : Bassam Ameen Yamin
Age : 24 years-old
Place of Birth : Nablus
Present residence : The East Bank
Occupation : Mason

I was arrested on the 13th of March 1969, on the charge of
being involved with the Palestinian guerillas. While in prison,
and around April 1970, Ma’'moun Izzat Teriaki was brought in.
During his prison stay, he lost his ability to speak. The only way
we could communicate was by sign language and in writing.

I, too, have been exiled to the East Bank.
Bassam Ameen Yamin
Name : Rishdi Muhammad Abd ul-Latif al-Tamimi
Place of birth : Al-Nabi Salih, Ramallah
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Occupation : Farmer

Family status : Married

I was arrested on the 14th of August, 1969, and jailed in
the Ramallah prison. I was accused of being a member of the
Palestine resistance movement. The inquisition started the night
I was arrested.

The following methods of torture were employed:
1. I was beaten all over my body with thick sticks.
2. Jets of water were ejected on my face and body.

3. Electric shocks were conveyed through my body.

After three days, I was transferred to Maskoubia in Jeru-
salem. I had already lost my hearing. Yet, the torture did not
cease. Due to severe beating, a bone in my foot was broken. Three
days later I was returned to the Ramallah prison. On January
27, 1971, 1 was exiled to Jordan. During all this time I was not
tried in court.

In Jordan I underwent medical treatment. I regained half
of my hearing. However, I still suffer from perpetual headaches.
That is why I have not been able to find a job. My chances for a
full recovery are very slim.

Rishdi Muhammad Abd ul-Latif al-Tamimi

Name : Farih Farhan Abu Araiban

Age : 24 years-old

Place of birth : Beer al-Saba’ near Gaza
Present Residence : East Bank of Jordan

Occupation : Student

On the 16th of September, 1969, I was arrested by Israeli
soldiers and taken to the Gaza prison where I was accused of
being a Palestinian commando. I was questioned and tortured
by Israeli secret service officers...
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..I was beaten on the head and other parts of my body
with the leg of a chair. I was then thrown into an extremely
small and narrow cell. Whenever I fainted, water was thrown
on me. As a result of the beating, I turned dumb for twenty-
five days. I was rushed to a mental hospital in Bethlehem for
four days. Afterwards, I was brought back to the Gaza prison
where my interrogation was resumed. They threatened to kill
me if I would not confess. One of the officers hit me with a
large stick on my head just above my left eye. There is still a
scab there, and it causes acute pain in my head and eye. My
joints ache at times and I suffer from chronic physical exhaus-
tion.

With an additional three months stay at the Ashkelon
prison, the total period in Israeli jails came out to be fifteen
months. After being freed, I was sent off to Jordan on the 20th
of November, 1970.

Farih Farhan Abu Araiban
Name : Hamouda Salim Muhammad Abu Kuaider
Age : 41 years-old
Place of birth : al-Khalil
Occupation : Cattle merchant

Family status : Married and supports nine
Date of arrest : June 16, 1969

Accusation : Cooperation with Palestinians in transmitting in-
formation.

During interrogation, the following methods of torture were
used:

1. I was tied to a chair and beaten with a thick stick on my back.
I still feel pain in that area.

2. I was slapped on my face and ears until I bled. As a result,
my hearing was impaired....

I remained in prison for 18% months.... No trial was ever
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held. On the 8th of December, 1970, I was transported to Jordan.
I am still jobless.

(He was placed under treatment upon his arrival to Jordan).
Hamouda Salim Muhammad Abu Kuaider

Name : Atiyeh Ibrahim Hassan Ghosn
Age : 38 years-old
Place of birth : Beit Lahia, Gaza

Occupation : Farm labourer
Family status : married, supports five

I was arrested by enemy soldiers on the 20th of June, 1970,
at my house around midnight. They accused me of being a
member of the Palestine liberation movement. I was jailed in
Gaza. In the interrogation room, I was stripped naked and
beaten, kicked and hit with sticks on my genitals, stomach and
left arm, which broke. I was also burned with cigarette buts.

I was transferred to the Sarafand prison where I was tied
and hung from the ceiling. They poured cold water all over my
body. This went on for ten hours during the night. Their inten-
tion was to force me to confess that I was in possession of
concealed weapons. I remained in Gaza prison until May 10,
1971. Afterwards I was sent to the East Bank. I had to leave my
family behind in Beit Lahia. I am presently here with no source
of income and no friends.

Atieh Ibrahim Hasan Ghosn
Name : Ramadan Issa Ahmad Khashan
Place of Birth : Deir al-Balah, Gaza

The Israeli authorities had beseiged Deir al-Balah camp on
February 2, 1970. I was arrested and taken to the Gaza prison
where I was tortured and beaten. I was then transferred to the
Beer al-Saba’ prison where I was confined to a small cell. I was
accused of contacting one of the other commandos in the prison,
but I denied the accusation. They were not convinced. Instead,
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they inflicted pain on my body especially on my genitals. I stayed
in the cell for 55 days. Afterwards, I was moved to the upper level
of the prison. I was given ragged clothes and when I asked for
warmer ones they accused me of mutiny....

(After one year, he was released. Ed.).
Ramadan Issa Ahmad Khashan
Name : Subhi Hasan Ahmad Hasan Abu-Ahmad
Place of birth; Rafah, Gaza

Occupation : Student

On my way to Gaza from Rafah, I was stopped by the police
and asked to produce my identity card. I told them that I had
lost it. They would not believe me. I was taken to the police
station where I was accused of having given it to the comman-
dos. I was then jailed in the Gaza prison where I remained for
eight months. They subjected me to all sorts of questions and
to torture. I was then transferred to the Beit Lyre prison where
I stayed for an additional 6% months. On June 15, 1971, I was
deported to Jordan.

Subhi Hasan Ahmad Hasan Abu-Ahmad
Name : Audeh Muhammad Salam Abu Musa

Residence : Khan Yunis camp

Occupation : Worker

I was arrested on the evening of July 24, 1970, around 10
o'clock. I was immediately taken to the central prison at Gaza.
One of the secret service men told me that I must sign the
emigration papers which he placed before me. I refused. They
started to beat me and then threw me into one of the prison
cells. I was tortured for an additional eighteen days before being
transferred to the Ashkelon prison where I stayed for two
months and five days. I was then returned to the Gaza prison.
Again I refused to sign the emigration papers. I was placed in
solitary confinement for one day and then in a much larger cell
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with fifty others. We were then transported to the Beer al-Saba’
prison. There I was forced to sign a paper in Hebrew. Soon
afterwards, on June 15, 1971, we were transported off to Jordan.

Audeh Muhammad
Salam Abu Musa
Name : Shafiq Ahmad Hasan Ashtabouyi

Place of birth : Beit Lahia, Gaza
Age : 22 years-old

I was arrested on April 24, 1970, and was taken to the Gaza
prison. They read a list of names to me of those who were
supposed to be members of the popular liberation forces. I
denied having any knowledge of them. They told me that my
brother Muhammad was pursued and killed on March 29, 1970.
They used to take off my clothes and beat me. They would place
my sex organ on the table and hit it. In addition, I was electro-
cuted a number of times. I used to be questioned twice daily
on the names and organizations with whom I was supposedly
connected.

My sister Latifa was arrested a week before my brother was
murdered. They accused her of helping the liberation forces. I
do not know whether she has been tried or not.... I was freed
on the 15th of June and exiled to Jordan.

Shafig Ahmad Hasan Ashtabouyi
Name : Eid Audi Ma'youf

Place and date of birth : Rafah, 1940

Date of arrest : January 1, 1970
Date of exile : June 15, 1971

I was on my way to Rafah. I approached Kantara, which
is a military area. I was shot at and my left leg was wounded.
However, my companion was killed. I was placed in the Ha-
shobeer hospital for three months. I was then transferred to
the Gaza prison. There I was questioned and beaten. They
wanted to find out why I was in a curfewed area. I used to give
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the same answer: I did not know that the place was under
curfew. Kicks and slaps followed.

After two months in Gaza prison, I was taken to Kfar Yuna
prison before being released on June 15, 1971, and sent to Jordan.

Eid Audi Ma'youf

Names : Raji Muhammad, Muhammad Ghosn

On the 28th of March 1970, the occupying authorities
imposed a curfew in the territories north of Beit Lahia as of
5:45 p.m. All the inhabitants were gathered in the center of
town. At 12:30 p.m., the women and children were allowed to
return home but only to gather their belongings. At 4:30 p.m,,
the men were taken in vehicles to the Gaza prison. We were
placed in a large hall. There, we were beaten up by Israeli
soldiers for more than an hour. Afterwards, we were ordered
to take off our clothes. The Israelis wanted us to disclose the
whereabouts of the commandos, as we were accused of belong-
ing to one of the liberation movements.

Some of my friends were subjected to the most violent
torture.... For the next three months we were subjected to rough
handling, beatings with the legs of chairs and electrocution.
Through such methods, one of the prisoners, Ismail Muhammad
Radwas confessed of having helped the commandoes. He was
later sentenced for one and a half years.

Some of us were later transferred to the Ashkelon military
prison. There, not only were we beaten, but we were also thrown
into special rooms containing dogs and snakes that bit us.
Mental torture, maltreatment and malnutrition were resorted to.
The occupying authorities murdered some of our friends on the
pretext of attempting to escape....

The area north of Beit Lahia is known as Saknat Fad’ous.
It was completely destroyed by the Israelis and its inhabitants
were placed in a miserable camp. These displaced people have
been subjected to tyranny and violence. All kinds of freedoms
have been suppressed. In addition, no one is allowed to leave
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the camp unless he has a monetary guarantee made by a few
individuals whom the Israelis know.

We write this letter in order to ask help for the lot of our
brothers in prison and for those suffering in the camp.

Rajih Muhammad
Muhammad Ghosn

C. The Conditions of the Prisoners

Naim al-Ashhab was arrested in October 1968. Al-Ittihad
newspaper mentioned in its issue of February 27, 1971, that it
found out from his family and his lawyer that his condition was
deteriorating. His eyesight worsened to the extent that he had
to strengthen his eyeglasses twice.

On February 19, his lawyer, Mrs. Felicia Langer, sent a
letter to Amnesty International, which looks after the interests
and welfare of political prisoners. It asked for their help in
freeing her client. Amnesty International answered that it would
do all it can to get his release, but to no avail. She then wrote to
Defence Minister Moshe Dayan to allow al-Ashhab to see the
Red Cross doctor. Her request was refused.

Ghaleb Hussein Darwish
Muhammad Khaled Darwish

In his testimony before the Lydda court, Ghaleb Darwish
stated that upon his entry into jail, he was beaten up until he
started to bleed from his mouth. Later his hands were tied
behind his back and a stick was placed under his arms. He was
then made to spin. His head was tied to a wire through which
an electric current was sent. His brother, Muhammad, was
similarly tortured and maltreated during the investigations.
When he asked to see a doctor, his request was refused.

Al-Ittihad, April 20, 1971

Mahmoud Ali Mahmoud Ahmad Khalil
At a Knesset meeting, Deputy Tawfiq Tubi raised the ques-
tion of the maltreatment of Muhammad Ali Khalil of Qatanna

26



village. Following his arrest, Khalil was slapped on the face,
hands and feet and thrown into a pool of cold water. Also,
gushing water was aimed at his right eye. He was not able to
see from it afterwards. Electric shocks were inflicted. He was
later forced to beat up his 73 years-old father.

Ali Suleiman Shaker

Ali Suleiman Shaker disclosed in court on April 13, 1971,
that he used to be beaten up daily by four men in prison. At
times, he lost consciousness, but cold water was thrown in order
to resuscitate him while torture would continue.... His lawyer
was prevented from seeing him.

Al-Ittihad, May 25, 1971

Latifa Al Hawwari

Latifa Al Hawwari, who was at the Naki Tritsa prison
complained to her attorney, Mrs. Felicia Langer, that she was
denied medical treatment. She had been suffering from pains in
her back to the extent that the Red Cross doctor had to recom-
mend an operation of the spinal cord. She acquired her condition
as a result of the torture that she was subjected to at the police
station where she was interrogated. She had been confined to a
small cell under inhuman circumstances. The prison directory
has not yet consented to the operation.

Other prisoners are severely punished for the slightest
matter. For instance, they had onced asked for a five-minutes-
break after every hour of work. Their request was refused.
When they stopped working out of exhaustion, they were
confined to their cells and deprived from seeing their families
(they were originally allowed a visit per month).

Al-Ittihad, June 15, 1971

Omar Muhammad Kassem

Ha'olam Haze, in its October 5, 1971, issued a report that
Kassem and two of his friends were accused of organizing a
food strike. They were punished by having their hands and feet
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chained until they began to bleed. They were isolated in their
cells for twenty-five days.

Subhi Ghosn

The Israeli authorities deported Doctor Subhi Ghosn to
London on May 12, 1971. While in prison, his health declined as
a result of the torture and the solitary confinement. Also a series
heart condition developed. The Israelis had originally sentenced
him for twelve years.

Palestine Research Center Archives

Al Hajj Ramadan al-Banna

Forty-two years old al-Hajj Ramadan al-Banna died in
prison as a result of the beastly torture inflicted on him at the
hands of the Israeli authorities. That was towards the end of
July 1971. His death came after fifteen months of imprisonment
during which he was exposed to all kinds of torture.

Palestine Research Center Archives

Issa Noah Abu-Asab

The High Court, consisting of Judges Zusman, Asyuni and
Cohen, issued an order on January 25, 1971, for the Minister of
Defence to appear in court, in order to clarify the reason why
Issa Noah Abu-Asab has not been released from prison. He had
originally been sentenced by the Lydda court for one year, but
the prison authorities extended it for another year and a half.
He was also sentenced for another six months. His lawyer,
Mrs. F. Langer, revealed that her client had not been released
between sentences so there was no way by which the Defence
Minister could prove his threat to the security of the country.

The High Court considered Moshe Dayan’s action as an
insult and a challenge to its authority....

Al-Ittihad, February 5, 1971

D. Protest Against Torture and Maltreatment

Twenty administrative detainees started a hunger strike in
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Shatta prison. The families of four of the detainees also started
a stnike in the prison court to protest against their detention
without trial. Some have been detained for twenty to twenty-
one months,

Ma'ariv, May 16, 1971

In the October 5, 1971, issue of Ha'olam Haze, it was reported
that the reason why it was difficult to receive any information
concerning the prisoners’ strike in Ashkelon was because no
reporters had been allowed into the prison.

The little information that had been gathered revealed the
attempts of the Israelis to demoralize the prisoners. No work
was provided to occupy the time of the prisoners. Instead, they
were confined to their cells where they soon became dejected
and silent.

Mrs. Felicia Langer disclosed that their condition was so
depressed that it was hardly possible to hold interviews with
them.

During the strike, one of the prisoners, Abd al-Kader Abu
Fahim died. The authorities claimed that it was a natural death....

Ha’olam Haze attested to the fact that no reading material
was allowed in order to further isolate the prisoners...

Naim Kahbany, a twenty-seven years-old Palestinian, was
sentenced because he was caught with an armed company.
Moshe Dayan interceded on his behalf, but to no avail. He
disclosed the humiliating treatment he received at the hands of
the chief warden who used to beat and kick him while naked
whenever he forgot to utter the ‘master’ after each word spoken.

Other prisoners were inflicted with similar malpractices.
Palestine Research Center Archives

The following is an excerpt of a letter from Kh. AN. of
Nablus to the head editor of al-Mirsaad magazine. It was publi-
shed on March 10, 1970...

«Firstly: Have you ever heard of stepping on heads while
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people slept? You might not believe this, but in fact this is what
is happening in the Beer al-Saba’ prison. If you have the least
doubt of what I am talking about, you can check yourself if you
go there for a visit.

«Secondly : No excuse has been given for not allowing visi-
tors to offer sweets to the prisoners on feast days.

«Thirdly, can you, Mr. Editor, sleep on the floor with no
mattress or blanket in the cold winter days? Of course you
cannot. If you believe me, fine, if you do not, check the Ashkelon
prison, that is if you can penetrate its iron walls, or if you are
able to meet some of the prisoners privately. To save you the
trouble, I can assure you that it would be extremely difficult
because you would be surrounded by the police who would listen
in on every word spoken. Do you also know that assault on
prisoners in front of their families has become a familiar
sight?...»

C) Further Revelations

Mahmoud Hijazi, who had been sentenced to death (five
years ago) has been confined to his cell for the past four months.

Al-Ittihad, January 5, 1971

In a book recently published by Ezra Yanov denying torture
stories of Arab prisoners, some paragraphs nevertheless describe
Israeli maltreatment of Arab prison immates and detainees.

1. Cruel treatment of both men and women. Men were
stripped of their clothes and beaten on their behinds. Women
were also stripped in the streets to be searched. Soldiers stole
watches and other personal belongings while searching inhabi-
tants.

2. Female nurses in Gaza hospitals complained that border
guards stripped them on their way to work, for searching
purposes.

3. A detention camp was set up on the sea-shore in Gaza
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where detainees were held, interrogated and tortured, and some
were thrown intc the sea.
Ma'ariv, January 26, 1971

Three years ago, Kfar Yuna prison was reconstructed
especially for Arab prisoners. The prisoners, the majority of
whom are political detainees, are kept in their cells except for a
twenty minute period in the prison yard. Their daily soup
consists of boiled water and onions.

Al-Ittihad, April 13, 1971

A number of prisoners in Nablus Central Prison started a
hunger-strike. This prison includes 300 prisoners, most of whom
are Arab commandos (they also went on strike in September
1968). They demanded equal treatment with the rest of the priso-
ners.

Jerusalem Post, April 30, 1971

22 administrative detainees started a hunger-strike in Shatta
prison. The families of four of the detainees also started a strike
in the prison court protesting against their detention without
trial. Some have been detained for 20-21 months.

Ma’ariv, May 16, 1971

Hussain Abdul-Aziz al-Aqra’, Muhammad Abdul-Rahman
Az’ar, and Mahmoud Hamid Tuqtaqah were sentenced on July 4,
1971, at the Lod military tribunal to ten, five and fifteen years
respectively. They were accused of membership in an illegal
organization, holding and carrying arms. Tuqtagah was beaten
up and then dropped in cold water, bullets were pushed into
his rectum. Traces of torture are still showing on al-Agra’s toe
and finger-nails. He said that he was beaten up on his genitals
and a rubber rod was pushed into his rectum. Al-Az’ar, the youn-
gest of the three, 19 years old, also had his share.

Al-Ittihad, July 13, 1971

On June 23, 1971, the military court in Nablus began looking
into the case of Nazim Rasmi Abdullah al-Kusa and Sa'id Saleh
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Hamdan Ammar, both accused of membership in an illegal or-
ganization, and the possession of weapons and ammunition.

The lawyer, Mrs. F. Langer, said that the testimony of her
client Sa’id was taken by force and he showed traces of torture
on his body. He also described faces of Shin Bet men who beat
him. At court two witness for the prosecution contradicted each
other when one admitted seeing the defendant with a blue left
eye because of the beating while the other denied it. The court
was adjourned until the following September.

Al-Ittihad, July 9, 1971

Rashad Zghayir, a detainee in Kfar Yuna prison, was moved
to Ramleh prison for treatment. He told his attorney, Felicia
Langer, that when on July 1, 1971, he dared ask about one of the
prisoners who had been moved to another cell, he was confined
to a solitary cell for seven days. He started a hunger strike which
affected his health. The conditions in that prison were horrible,
the food very bad, and the cells overcrowded. Arab female
prisoners in Navi Tirtza were also beaten up by Jewish prisoners
and male wardens.

Al-Ittihad, July 16, 1971

In Nazareth, bail was denied to Abdul Malik Dahamsha,
remanded for 15 days on suspicion of complicity in sabotage acts
carried out by the Fateh in Tel-Aviv, Natanya and Haifa between
1968 and 1970.

Dehamsheh related that he had been arrested on a Friday,
left in a room containing nothing but a mattress and a pail, and
was denied access to the lavatory until Sunday. He said he was
threatened with violence by two interrogators. Though he had
not been beaten, he had been coerced into admitting facts and
signing a statement some of which was not true.

Jerusalem Post, July 28, 1971

Mr. Jean-Pierre Manoir, deputy director-general of the In-
ternational Red Cross, claimed that Israel had ignored a Red
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Cross demand to stop banishing residents from the administered
territories and demolishing homes of saboteurs. He also com-
plained that Israel did not allow his representatives to visit
saboteurs during their interrogation by security forces. All this
is in violation of Article Four concerning the treatment of
civilians in the military administered territories.

Jerusalem Post, August 29, 1971

The report of the special committee appointed by the Prison
Commissioner to investigate the Ashkelon jail riot of September
30 was «internal and technical,» and would not be released to
the public, the Police Minister announced.

He said the committee had already submitted its findings,
the aim of which was to help «guide future action.» In response
to questions, he said, «the events at Ashkelon prison were only
disturbances and can by no means be described as a mutiny.
The immediate causes of the riot were overcrowding, shortage
of staff and the fact that the prisoners at Ashkelon consisted of
senior commando leaders and other «dangerous types.»

The request of West Bank mayors to be allowed to visit the
prison had been turned down because at this stage it would only
serve to increase tension. This was also the reason why no press
tour of the prison had been organized.

Jerusalem Post, October 12, 1971

A delegation of twelve from Nablus headed by Mayor Haj
Ma’azouz al-Masri took the unprecedented step of urging that a
Knesset Committee of «neutral» parliamentarians be formed to
investigate conditions at the Ashkelon prison. The delegation
comprised representatives of the municipality, women'’s organi-
zations and the Chamber of Commerce.

The delegation was reported to have submitted two memo-
randa, one on behalf of the women striking against alleged
mistreatment of their relatives, who are prisoners at the Ashke-
lon jail, to the Military Governor, and the second from the
delegation itself to the Minister of Defence. Both alleged that
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many of the Ashkelon prisoners, most of whom are lifers, were
«tortured» after the riot — some were seen suffering from
broken arms. It also claimed that relatives and public represen-
tatives were prevented from visiting certain prisoners after the
riot.

Jerusalem Post, October 13, 1971

Defence Minister Moshe Dayan has informed notables in
Nablus that no Nabulsis will be allowed to visit relatives being
held in Israel prisons on the next scheduled visit in two weeks’
time. He also refused to allow West Bank residents to inspect
the prison, and said he was opposed to the appointment of a
public investigation committee. He has been asked to reconsider
his decision by the Nabulsi notables.

Jerusalem Post, October 15, 1971

The League of Human and Civil Rights in Israel published a
statement in Ha'aretz discussing the conditions at Ashkelon
prison. The statement mentioned that Arab prisoners are kept
in their crowded cells for 23 hours every day and their mothers
and relatives are not allowed to visit them. Those who were able
to see their families told them of ten cases where the prisoners
had their teeth broken or were without food or clothes. It is
not by chance that a medical committee from the Ministry of
Health warned against the inhuman conditions prevailing in
that prison. This is all kept secret from the public and when 160
mothers of the prisoners started a strike in Nablus demanding
permission to visit their sons, they were denied this right. The
League asked for a civilian committee to investigate these
matters.

Al-Ittihad, October 19, 1971

Abdul Jabir Abdullah al-Siyuri from Hebron was arrested on
August 26, 1971, and when his attorney, Felicia Langer, asked to
meet him on October 14, her request was rejected. After several
protests she was permitted to visit him. The defendant told her
of the torture he was subjected to, which caused him to lose
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hearing in his right ear. The defendant is under administrative
detention and does not know anything about his charge except
that he is suspected of communist affiliations.

Al-Ittihad, October 26, 1971

On October 20, 1971, the military court in Lydda continued
examination of the cases of Mustafa Hassan al-Sha’ar, 'Ali Mus-
tafa Khalaf, and Amin Muhammad al-Sha’ar. This last was
sentenced to one year only because he said he was a member of
Fateh. He also suffered from diabetes and spent most of his
days in the hospital of Ramleh prison. Felicia Langer, attorney
of the first defendant, rejected the charge of murder against him
and said that when the explosives were examined by the officer
in charge of dismantling them he found that they were not
meant to explode. The meeting was adjourned until December
5, 1971.

Al-Ittihad, October 29, 1971

Samira Hussein Najem, 23-years old, from Jerusalem, has
been now for three months in Moscobieh prison with Jewish
prostitutes, and is accused of collaborating with Fateh. In spite
of her ill health and the failure of the court to find evidence
against her, she was not released upon the request of her attorney
Felicia Langer.

Al-Ittihad, November 12, 1971

On November 8, 1971, eleven prisoners from Hebron prison,
of whom eight are from Halhoul village, were moved to Beer-
sheba prison, the last stop before being deported to Jordan
across Wadi 'Araba. They were all bound hand and foot and
blindfolded. Lawyer Felicia Langer knew that in spite of being
severely tortured none of them admitted any charge and they all
refused to collaborate with the Israeli Intelligence which was
the condition to keep them in Hebron prison. Members of Shin
Bet (the Israeli Secret Service) also threatened that unless the
detainees collaborate with them, all the inhabitants of Halhoul
would be deported to ‘Ogbat Jabr Camp, near Jericho, which
was deserted in the 1967 war.

Al-Ittihad, November 19, 1971

35



Tulkarm military tribunal resumed the hearings on the case
of Sami Muhammad Qashu’ and Wadi’ Abdul Fattah Shihadeh
on November 14, 1971. Both are from Bagat al-Hatab near
Tulkarm and both are teachers of Arabic. They were accused of
Fateh membership and possession of weapons. Felicia Langer
defended the first one and Wasfi al-Masri defended the second.
Qashu’ said that he was being intimidated to confess and that
his interrogator Sergeant Itzhak [Zartis] had dictated to him
what to say. He was brought to him after being severely beaten
by the Shin Bet. The confessions are written in Hebrew except
for one sentence in Arabic indicating that the accused had
willingly confessed and admits his membership to Fateh. When
the lawyer cross-examined the sergeant, he admitted dictating to
the accused word for word because, as he said, the accused did
not know Arabic composition! The same sentence was dictated
to the second accused also and his lawyer found the same lin-
guistic mistakes in both confessions which indicated that had
been done by the same person. The meeting was adjourned until
November 28, 1971.

Al-Ittihad, November 19, 1971

’Adel Muhammad Hadid Barghuti was arrested on Septem-
ber 26, 1971. He is 39 years old, from the village of Kober near
Ramallah, and a father of three children. He is still under
administrative detention until January 5, 1972. He was accused
of membership in Fateh, the P.F.L.P. and the Jordanian Com-
munist Party. This is what he told his lawyer Felicia Langer
when she visited him in his prison in Ramallah : «The inter-
rogators were in civilian clothes and I don’t know if their names
were real. They started to beat me all over, uttering dirty words
to humiliate me and my people. Then they poured cold water on
me and resumed the beating when I refused to admit to their
charges. Then they brought a sack full of stones weighing about
50 kgs. and I had to carry it on my back standing for three hours
on a round rod, so that whenever it rolls I fall down and they
start beating me.»

Al-Ittihad, November 19, 1971
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Members of the Knesset and lawyers are still prevented from
visiting Ashkelon prison. Some time ago, Nabil Qabalani from
Jerusalem, and an inmate of that prison, was transferred to
Ramleh prison. On his return, his lawyer, Felicia Langer, was
prevented from seeing him. His mother said after visiting him :
«He was swollen all over, he showed me his swollen hand and
told me he had been severely beaten with a whip. I told him
that they did not give permission for his lawyer to see him and
he said that it is better this way because if she did, he would
take of his shirt to show her the traces of torture.» He is confined
to a solitary cell.

Al-Ittihad, December 3, 1971
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Chapter 2
TERRORISM, INTIMIDATION AND SUMMARY ARRESTS

A) Text of Relevant Articles

«No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention,
or exile.»

Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,
Article 9
«No one shall be subjected to arbitrary interference with
his privacy, family, home or correspondence, nor to attacks
upon his honour and reputation. Everyone has the right to the
protection of the law against such interference or attacks.»

Universal Declaration of Human
Rights,
Article 12

«No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest or detention.»

UN Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,
Article 9

«No protected person may be punished for an offence he or
she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and like-
wise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are prohibited.»

«Pillage is prohibited.»

«Reprisals against protected persons and their property are
prohibited.»
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Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 33

«The High Contracting Parties specifically agree that each of
them is prohibited from taking any measure of such a character
as to cause the physical suffering or extermination of protected
persons in their lands. This prohibition applies not only to
murder, torture, corporal punishments, mutilation, and medical
and scientific experiments not necessitated by the medical treat-
ment of a protected person, but also to any other measures of
brutality whether applied by civilian or military agents.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 32

In the present Convention, genocide means any of the follow-
ing acts committed with intent to destroy in whole or in part, a
national, ethnical, racial, or religious group, as such:

killing members of the group;

b. causing serious bodily or mental harm to members of
the group;

c. deliberately inflicting on the group conditions of life
calculated to bring about its physical destruction in
whole or in part;

d. imposing measures intended to prevent births within
the group;

e. forcibly transferring children of the group to another
group.

Genocide Convention,
Article 2

B. Contraventions

The Israeli Committee for Human and Civil Rights in Tel-
Aviv announced on January 28, 1971, «The border guards have
been detaining people in Gaza, beating them and treating them
cruelly in order to instil fear and to terrorize them. They are
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whipped as if they were beasts.» According to the report, reliable
eyewitnesses were interviewed. One of them was a doctor. He
exposed their maltreatment of the Palestinians. One such case
was of a person who «had been wounded by bullet shots in his
legs. The first diagnosis showed that the patient had lost one of
his legs. The other could be saved only by a surgical operation.
However, the security officers would not consent...Four hours
later he lost his second leg.»

The report also disclosed that the search of refugee camps
and the poorer districts was accompanied by rough handling of
the inhabitants. People’s belongings were destroyed. Women
were ordered to stand against the wall completely or partially
naked. Because of the shock and the humiliation, some fainted.
They were taken to hospitals and afterwards they were marched
in their nudity through the streets. However, this practice was
stopped by the Israeli government.

A large number were arrested. Since there was not enough
space in the jail houses, a wider prison camp was opened-up.
Torture was employed. Painful screams were heard. Another
prison camp was installed for the families of wanted men in the
middle of the Sinai desert at Nahil. Male relatives, whose only
crime was kinship, were also thrown into a prison camp in Sinai.

Institute for Palestine Studies,
Bulletin No. 1, 1/14/71

Al-Mirsaad wrote in its July 1, 1971, issue of the problems
face by the Palestinians under military rule. They do not know
now to present their complaints and to whom to present them....
Most inhabitants are afraid to make them for fear of reprisals.
However, some have dared to voice their discontent openly.
Even fewer ventured to personally deliver their grievances to a
person in power. On the other hand, it is seldom that any of
these people receive a positive, affirmative answer, or sense any
kind of interest on the part of the Israeli officials. The grievances
vary. Some have claimed that security officers have stopped
them in the street, apprehended their cars, and returned them
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after having been damaged. Others reveal how they have been
arrested for not having their identity cards when asked. Some
families have disclosed how their homes have been broken into
at night by security officers. Some assert that their money and
valuables were confiscated, that insults were heaped and physical
violence resorted to.

Al-Mirsaad, January 17, 1971

Ma’ariv, in its January 7, 1971 issue, emphasized that «the
situation in Gaza has reached a point where Israeli soldiers have
refused to obey orders regarding ‘mass killings.” They reject the
commands, for humanistic reasons, even if they were issued by
the Minister of Defense.»

Ma’ariv, January 7, 1971

The Israeli military authorities in the West Bank have
threatened to discharge all the present Arab Mayors and appoint
in their place military representatives to head the municipalities
if the Arab residents continue to boycott the elections.

This was announced by Colonel Raphael Vardi, the Military
Governor of the West Bank following the decision of the Nablus
city councellors, under pressure from Jordan, to boycott the
elections.

Daily Telegraph, February 22, 1971

Mayor Rajeb ‘Alami was removed from office following
growing Israeli concern of his «hostile behaviour, failure to
cooperate with the Military Government and of having done
nothing to improve the lot of the local population.»

Palestine Research Center Archives
The Military government in the occupied territories had
imposed compulsory residence for a year starting September 8,

1971, on Ali Lutfi Mohammad Khalaf from Mkaibleh village in
Jenin. That was after it had given him the same sentence for
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two and a half years. They also threatened his father and
brother with the same penalty.

Palestine Research Center Archives

Fawzi Nimr Al Bourini from Acre, who was exiled on the
18th of February, 1971, revealed that the Military government
had indicted him for a total of 624 years. In addition, he was
fined approximately a million and a half Israeli pounds. He
also related a similar Israeli ludicrousness. A Palestinian dreamt
that some commandos were entering a cave in the mountains.
He told his friends about it. The tale spread until it reached the
ears of the Israeli secret service agents. He was was arrested,
interrogated and tortured - spending thirteen months in prison.
Afterwards, he was exiled to the East Bank.

Palestine Research Center Archives

It was announced on the Israeli News Broadcast on February
2, 1971, that the Military Governor had informed foreign corres-
pondents, during their visit to the Coast Guard in Gaza, that the
Israeli soldiers lost their self-control while searching and inter-
rogating by beating-up the residents.

Israel Radio Station, February 2, 1971

The Gaza-Strip commander disclosed in his reports on the
various precautionary measures that have been taken so as to
isolate those Palestinians who were in commando organizations.
He acknowledged that over 160 persons in one of the prison
camps in Sinai have been charged with civil and administrative
sentences. Furthermore, twenty-seven families were exiled from
the Strip to Sinai so as to preclude the possibility of help being

offered to the fugitives.
Al-Mirsaad, April 21, 1971

The Israeli authorities started a campaign of terrorism in
Gaza in order to pressure the inhabitants to migrate to the West
Bank. Their purpose was to clear the area. Ha'aretz reported on
January 19, 1971, «...a substantial number of the inhabitants of
the Gaza-Strip have been migrating to the West Bank because
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of the many arrests and the terrorism practiced. The authorities
are permitting those wishing to migrate, to do so. Moreover,
they are providing means of transportation, and are helping them
to procure residence and secure jobs. Displacements from Gaza
had been going on for a long time, but it has increase consider-
ably in recent times. It is estimated that no less than 2000 have
left.»

Ha'aretz, January 19, 1971

Defence Minister Moshe Dayan informed the Nablus City
Council on October 6, 1971, that the military authorities had
prohibited the Nablus residents, especially the families of the
detainees, from visiting the prisoners for a month. This restric-
tion was decreed as a punishment for the strike held in solidarity
with those in the Israeli prisons.

Palestine Research Center Archives

The Israeli authorities had started in July 1971 to use a new
method of mass punishment against the Arab detainees in prison.
They would spray a powdery substance in the cells that causes
dermal infections and fainting. It was first used in the Ramleh
prison when the prisoners, who were four-hundred in number,
had refused to share in one of the Israeli celebrations.

Palestine Research Center Archives

Al-Ittihad published, on October 5, 1971, a letter from Gaza
which exposed the murders conducted by gangs organized by
the occupying authorities. It also stated, «...we were able to obtain
news from two Israeli soldiers (one of them being a major) and
from an Israeli citizen. They had witnessed such campaigns. It
was known by the name of «pressure cooker.» A group of eight
or ten soldiers are chosen among those who are already working,
or who have volunteered to work in Gaza. The leader of the
operation is a secret service agent. He is accompanied by two
Arabs, one of whom is an Israeli-Arab chosen from a prison for
criminals, the other is an ex-member of the Palestinian comman-
dos, who could not bear being tortured anymore. Both have
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been promised amnesty if they satisfactorily cooperate. The
campaign is implemented in the following manner: The two
Arabs, who are unarmed, are in the front. The armed secret
service agent walks behind so that he can shoot them if they
decide to flee. An isolated house is chosen. The Arabs are then
given weapons to kill any male that is found. Those that have not
been murdered are taken to an old depot close to the seashore.
When a group of six to twelve men is formed they are summarily
executed. The corpses are then transported to particular spots
where they are easily exposed to the rest of the citizenry. The
military then proclaims over the radio and in newspapers that
the Arabs are killing each other. During one operation, a number
of women were shot. These murders, however, were not divulged
for fear that the Israelis would disbelieve that such murders
could have been carried out by the Palestinians.

Al-Ittihad October 5, 1971

The city of Gaza had announced a general strike on October
24, 1971, as a protest against the killing of six Arabs in Jabaliya
Camp on the 23rd of October. A tense atmosphere had prevailed
while the whole city was practically shut. The news broadcast
analyzed the situation as confrontation between the residents
and the Israeli authorities. During the day, the city streets were
filled with men and women dressed in black to mourn and to
demonstrate against the Military government.

Palestine Research Center Archives

In answering Knesset deputy Emile Habiby on June 15,
1971, Moshe Dayan stated that the number of detainees had
reached 50 by March 1971. 229 were from Al-Kuds mountains
and Al-Samerah, 303 from the Gaza-Strip, 14 from Jerusalem
and 14 from the pre-1967 Israeli-Arab communities.

Palestine Research Center Archives

C. Further Disclosures

The Israeli authorities arrested 60 persons in Nablus follow-
ing the discovery of a bomb in an Egged bus.

Al-Ittihad, January 12, 1971
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[In Gaza], the approach between checkpoint and police sta-
tion is almost deserted. Soldiers in armoured cars, jeeps and on
foot, reinforced by policemen drafted in during the week, are
never out of sight.

Teachers and lawyers who discussed the situation asked not
to be named. «The Government has obviously decided on tough-
ness, and its security operation is in part a reprisal,» a lawyer
said. «The business strike was caused by events in al-Shati’ Camp
but it is also a protest against recent statements by Israeli
ministers, suggesting that Gaza will be integrated with Israel.»

Traders said because of the closure of the Tel-Aviv road,
crated oranges were rotting in a packing station.

The Guardian, January 12, 1971

A camp in Gaza with about 13,000 refugees has been sealed
for a week by Israeli troops searching for guerrillas. Nobody is
allowed in. Anyone leaving is told he cannot return until the
search is over. Inside, the refugees have been ordered to stay
indoors apart from four hours each morning to collect rations.

These and other measures, which local Arabs take as the
beginning of a policy of «toughness,» have created the tensest
situation here since the weeks after the Six-Day War. Shops, offi-
ces, and schools are in the fourth day of a strike which was
almost total this morning, though some shops opened in the
afternoon after persuasion by police and soldiers. Seventy shop-
keepers appeared before a military court charged with failing to
open.

The main road out of Gaza towards Tel-Aviv has been closed
to traffic ... In the sealed section of the al-Shati’ Camp even
officials of UNRWA could not get in or out for days. But they
are now allowed in for ration distribution while the curfew is
relaxed each morning. In addition to measures in the camp,
some families of detained or wanted guerrillas have been expelled
from Gaza.

The Guardian, January 12, 1971

46



In Nablus, security forces clamped a curfew on the shopping
zone here a few hours after a grenade was hurled at an Israeli
vehicle.... About 90 persons were picked up for questioning and
40 were later released.

Jerusalem Post, January 14, 1971

Muslim leaders in Jerusalem who recently protested publicly
against plans by the Israel government to build large housing
estates on former Jordanian land occupied after the 1967 war
have been threatened with official action if they violate security
requirements. Chief Superintendent Daniel Baredi, commander
of the Jerusalem Police, summoned on January 13, members of
the Muslim Council to his office and warned them that the police
would no longer tolerate the tone of recent statements and would
act if security limits are to be transgressed.

The Times, January 14, 1971

Early in January, the Israeli authorities arrested an employee
of UNRWA, Khalid Amri, 42, of Kalandia camp on charges of
overseeing a spy ring.

A number of women, some of whom are teachers have been
arrested in Jerusalem and the refugee camps.

Al-Ittihad, January 15, 1971

Five Arabs of Gaza were wounded when a patrol opened fire
on a civilian bus after the driver «ignored a warning» to stop, a
military spokesman said.

Daily Star, January 15, 1971

Persons living within the curfew area [in Gaza] were
allowed exit to work outside, but government military sources
said that once they leave they will not be permitted to go back
to their houses. The manager of Nasser Hospital added that
women who had given birth lately were not discharged because
they live in al-Shati’ Camp and are not allowed to go back.

Jerusalem Post, January 15, 1971
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A section of the al-Shati’ Camp containing 13,000 refugees was
today isolated for the twelfth successive day. A special detention
camp «somewhere in Sinai» has been set up because there is not
enough rcom in Gaza for those arrested .... Correspondents were
still barred from entering the camp from where the worst rum-
ours originate.... The huge Jabaliya Camp on the outskirts of
Gaza was cut off without warning, on January 20, and officials
of UNRWA responsible for distributing rations did not know
how long it would last.

The Guardian, January 21, 1971

Israeli Defence Minister Moshe Dayan disclosed today that
29 families of suspected Gaza-Strip terrorists are still being held
in exile in the Sinai desert, but angrily denied Communist sug-
gestions that their detention corstitutes concentration-camp
conditions.

Replying in Parliament to a Communist Deputy, General
Dayan said that some 160 men, women and children are still
being detained nine weeks after a major crackdown on guerrillas
in the Gaza-Strip, hotbed of Arab resistance to the Israeli occu-
pation.

Alternative sources said that the exiles are in Abu Zneima,
an abandoned manganese port 60 miles south of the Suez Canal
on the Gulf of Suez, and about 150 miles from Gaza. General
Dayan said that the exiles are part of a deliberate policy decision
by the Israeli occupation authorities to deny guerrilla fugitives
«aid, shelter and comfort» afforded by their families.

International Herald Tribune, March 10, 1971

An official of the Israeli military command acknowledged
that some 170 fedayeen recently captured had been transported
to a prison camp situated in Sinai due to the «overpopulation»
of the Gaza prisons. He also said that since January the Israeli
authorities had exiled 30 families to Abu Zneima. According to
the official, this measure deprived the fedayeen of the environ-
ment in which they emerged, and which furnished their food,
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money and shelter. Since the inauguration of this «policy of
exile,» five families have been authorized to return to the Gaza-

Strip.
Le Monde, March 11, 1971

Sixty persons from Jerusalem, Hebron, Bethlehem, Beit
Sahur and Ramallah were arrested during the past three weeks
on-charges of belonging to a sabotage organization and spy rings.

Al-Ittihad, January 15, 1971

Israeli border policemen have shot a dozen people, killing
at least five, in the streets of Gaza since being drafted in a week
ago. They have beaten up many more, according to doctors in
Gaza hospitals.

Their arrival in Gaza is part of a deliberate policy of
toughness inaugurated at Cabinet level a fortnight ago, after
increasing guerrilla activities in the Strip.

Official accounts of this week’s shootings say that patrols
opened fire after suspects failed to stop when challenged. Five
men were shot in their feet as they ran into a bus after being
challenged. At the Nasser hospital, three of them said the bus
was not moving when it was shot at.

The Observer, January 17, 1971

In Nablus a hand grenade was thrown in the local commer-
cial center, but it failed to explode. The bomb was dismantled
by security forces who clamped down a curfew immediately.
Local sources said about 50 persons were detained for interro-

gation.
Jerusalem Post, January 18, 1971

Nine persons of the Mansour family of al-Tirah have been
detained for 15 days. No charges have been brought against
them.

Al-Ittihad, January 19, 1971
In the past week there have been several reports of people
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being shot after allegedly refusing to obey orders to halt, but
reports from Gaza claim that in some instances shots were fired
prematurely. Most of the wounded had leg injuries, but one cur-
few-breaker from a refugee camp died in hospital of his wounds.

Two hospitals have reported cases of lacerations caused by
beating and a girl in a refugee camp complained that she was
crushed against a wall by a passing Army vehicle, causing a
deep cut to her arm and suspected internal injury.

The Times, January 19, 1971

13 curfew breakers from the eastern quarter of Sajiyeh in
the Gaza-Strip were summarily tried and fined IL 70 apiece.

Jerusalem Post, January 20, 1971

Since the present wave of increased violence first shook the
Gaza-Strip about a fortnight ago, between 10 and 15 people have
been detained daily for interrogation, but it is not known how
many have later been released. A new detention camp for Gaza
detainees was opened lately in Sinai. The new detention camp
is in the center of the Sinai Peninsula and had to be installed
because of space in the Gaza prisons.

The harsh Israeli measures introduced last week included
the drafting into the Gaza-Strip of tough border police as well
as spot curfews and searches.

Some local residents last week complained that they had
been beaten up by the border police; but the sources said the
police were not now acting «as harshly» as they had been.

Daily Star and Davar, January 21, 1971

Over 500 persons from the West Bank have been arrested
by the Israeli authorities during the past six weeks.

The arrests followed information received that there was
increased membership in resistance groups.

Al-Ittihad, January 22, 1971
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The Israeli military authorities have just opened a new de-
tention camp in Sinai to intern the Palestinians arrested in Gaza,
a government communiqué announced on January 20. This
measure had been made necessary by the recent arrests in Gaza
of many people suspected of «acts of terrorism.» In point of
fact the Gaza prisons were no longer large enough. According
to the defence regulations, carried over from the days of the
British Mandate, people suspected of «acts of terrorism» can be
detained without trial for long periods.

Le Monde, January 22, 1971

In Nablus an undisclosed number of local residents were
detained following the explosion of a Molotov cocktail in
Hussein Square in the center of town. The bomb had been
thrown at one of the three iron gates, installed by the security
authorities at the entrance to the old city following the latest
wave of terrorist activity in the area.

Jerusalem Post, January 24, 1971

A leading Israeli newspaper criticized what it called the
military’s strong-arm tactics in the occupied Gaza-Strip. The
independent Ha'aretz said that while such methods were not
entirely efficient, «they will certainly deepen hatred for Israel.»
The Israeli Chief of Staff, Lieut. Gen. Haim Bar-Lev, appointed a
top army officer to investigate complaints from Gaza Arabs that
innocent citizens had been beaten by the military. Ha'aretz said
that «the impression emerges that lately we have not been
scrupulous in maintaining rules of conduct that ought to cha-
racterize an orderly regime, even under circumstances of extreme
provocation.»

Chaim Isaac wrote in Davar: «During our visit to al-Shifa
hospital in Gaza, we were able to observe the applied standards
of the Israeli army. One of the doctors said that suspects were
beaten without reason, a child was shot in the back and another
12-year-old boy had his arm broken. A 16-year-old man was still
being treated for the beating he had received. All these incidents
took place between January 8-12, 1972.»

Davar, February 2, 1971
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In Gaza the Israeli authorities claimed, on February 2, 1971,
that they have arrested 150 suspects during the period of the
intensive search so far. They are held in camps outside the town
because prisons in Gaza are full. These contain more than seven
hundred prisoners.

The Guardian, February 2, 1971

Just how tough have the Israelis been in the Gaza-Strip
during the «intensive search» for guerrillas which began five
weeks ago ?

Slaps, insults, and ham-handed searches of houses and cars
were obviously widespread, but cases of serious injury or dama-
ge seem to have been rare. The most alarming report was circu-
lated after the first week when a dozen or so people were taken
to hospital after being shot at by border policemen for refusing
to stop when challenged. Among half a dozen «guerrillas» shot
dead in the first week, one or two people may have been innocent
bystanders. An army spokesman announced on February 10 (at a
late hour, seemingly timed to minimise publicity abroad), that,
according to the report, soldiers of one unit «used unnecessary
violence,» including the use of rods and truncheons against a
number of residents, and caused damage to buildings while
carrying out searches in them. The officers add that as a result
of «the lessons learned from such incidents, soldiers will in
future be equipped with guidelines to prepare them for tasks
involving contact with the local population.» They do not explain
why, after occupying Arab areas for three and a half years, such
guidelines have not been issued before.

Arab «intellectuals» in Gaza — doctors, lawyers and teachers
— argue forcefully that a «policy of terror» is counter-productive
for Israel, since it alienates innocent people. But Israeli officers
counter that among the 200,000 refugees in Gaza camps, guer-
rillas still command widespread support and a show of firmness
will help.

«The essential point was not toughness but the searching,»
one officer said. «If you have to pull down somebody’s wall
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because you think there may be an arms cache behind it, it is
difficult to do it politely or gently.» It was claimed a week ago
that 150 suspects had been arrested during the searches.

The Guardian, February 11, 1971

The spokesman said that, according to information available
to the Red Crescent, about 190 people had been killed or wounded
in the Gaza-Strip since the beginning of the year and at least
2,000 were arrested «during the recent terror campaign in the
Strip.»

The Israeli Army is to prosecute an officer and ten soldiers
on charges of unprovoked rough treatment of Arab residents in
the occupied Gaza-Strip.

They added that during a two-week period in January seven
Arabs were hospitalized and 23 others, including a woman,
received medical treatment for injuries after alleged beatings.

International Herald Tribune, February 12, 1971

The Israeli authorities arrested 45 persons of Nuba, Jub’a
and Halhoul in the Hebron area on charges of belonging to an
armed Palestinian organization and 19 sabotage activities.

Al-Ittihad, February 12, 1971

Israel’s Defence Minister, General Dayan, told Parliament
today that 30 people living in the occupied Gaza-Strip were
injured by «unwarranted and unauthorised violence» when troops
were sent there to curb a rash of Arab guerrilla attacks last
month.

As a result, he said, one officer and a number of soldiers
would be brought before a disciplinary court. Three officers —
two of them senior — had received administrative reprimands,
and three soldiers had been sentenced to 35 days’ imprisonment
for stealing from Arabs.

General Dayan said the «deviant» acts carried out by Israeli
troops included the excessive use of clubs, unnecessary damage
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to buildings being searched, and «some isolated cases of faulty
behaviour by troops. An additional grave error was that during
the first days of the security action, higher supervision was lack-
ing and soldiers used unwarranted and unauthorized violence as
well as threats and intimidation.»

Seven of the 30 persons injured required treatment in
hospital. The others were given first aid and released. One
woman was among those who suffered minor injuries.

General Dayan said that the tighter security measures taken
last month significantly cut down guerrilla activity in the area.
Israeli troops were reported to have killed eight Arab guerrillas,
and captured 139. They also seized large caches of weapons.

The Guardian, February 18, 1971

Gaza townspeople single out the following allegations among
many others concerning the searches, beatings, and destruction
of property during police measures: «All soldiers carried clubs.
Practically every male in Gaza has been beaten. Two physicians,
Drs. Hamdy Jefrawi and Abdallah Tarazi were beaten when
stopped by a patrol and asked for their identification cards.

«Bashir Rayiss, director of education, found soldiers taking
one wheel off his car. They then rolled it down the street and
forced him to run after it.

«One girl student living alone with her grandmother came
home to find that her grandmother and a small child had not
escaped beating.»

General Bar-Lev appointed a general officer who was never
publicly identified to investigate the Gaza situation and report
to him. On February 9, an Israel army spokesman announced
that as a result of his report, General Bar-Lev had decided to
impose «administrative reprimands» on three unnamed officers,
including two of senior rank. This reporter saw people returning
to orange groves to pick a citrus crop that had begun to spoil
during the long curfew period. Patrols of helmeted Israeli
soldiers prowled through the streets, their guns at the ready.
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UNRWA’s task has been complicated by destruction of
shelters during such mass punishment measures as those last
month, leaving refugee families homeless again. Its budget deficit
has forced UNRWA to reduce the meager protein content of its
1500 calories daily diet by substituting flour for the pulses for-
merly distributed.

John Cooley in the Christian Science Monitor, March 2, 1971

A high-school teacher of al-Tiba village, Hassan Bishara, has
been confined to his village according to Emergency Mandatory
laws. The order for his confinement is being renewed automa-
tically every year. No charges have been made against Bishara;
neither has he been brought to court.

Al-Ittihad, March 9, 1971

Israeli police arrested Kassab Umar Kassab, Ahmad Abdul
Rahman and a number of high-school students of Kfar Qara on
February 8. Their detention is to be extended for another two
weeks. A number of youths have been summoned and beaten up
by the police. The authorities base their charges on extremist
slogans written on the high-school gate.

Al-Ittihad, March 12, 1971

Twenty-five young men from the Jenin area were rounded
up over the weekend by security forces and arrested on suspicion
of membership in Fateh and committing various acts of sabotage.

Jerusalem Post, March 21, 1971

On the 11th of April a college student, Hani Abdullah of
Nazareth was arrested on charges of hiding explosives at his
home. The police transferred Abdullah to prison although no
explosives were found in his home after searching it.

Al-Ittihad, April 16, 1971

As a straight security operation Gaza has turned out to be
a costly failure. Up to the beginning of July, 206 Arabs and 43
Israelis were killed, 1284 Arabs and 336 wounded by grenades,

55



mines and bullets of the guerrillas.... One of the biggest camps
in Gaza was sealed off for a month for a house-to-house search in
the camp and out in the streets baton-happy, and occasionally
trigger-happy, soldiers and border police filled up the hospital
wards within a week.... After another week came the crackdown
on the crackdown. Three senior officers received «administrative
reprimands» — which spoil their chances of promotion — for
inadequate supervision and instruction of their men. Three non-
commissioned officers were dismissed from their training school
and imprisoned for thirty-five days for «baton-happiness.» The
files at the Israeli High Command in Tel-Aviv show that during
that month 35 Gaza civilians were admitted to hospital or visited
by a doctor after rough handling. Seven had fractures from
blows. One is listed as having died from stray Israeli bullets
fired at fleeing suspects, while five more were wounded by shots.

John de St.Jorre in The Observer, August 1, 1971

17 suspects were detained for questioning when security
forces discovered an arms cache in a bunker in Nazle village,

near the Jabaliya refugee camp.
Jerusalem Post, September 2, 1971

In Beersheba 12 commandos belonging to various organiza-
tions were arrested by the security forces in the Gaza-Strip on
October 31. A number of recent sabotage acts in the Rafah-Khan
Yunis area have been attributed to the men.

Jerusalem Post, November 2, 1971

Police now hold about 30 suspects in their investigation of a
commando ring operating in the North. The suspects are mostly
young Arabs from Western Galilee villages and from Nazareth.

Jerusalem Post, November 2, 1971

Defence Minister Moshe Dayan said that Israeli forces have
killed 37 commandos and arrested 361 suspects in the occupied
Gaza-Strip in the last three months.... He also gave out the
following information: there were 3687 commandos held in

Israeli prisons.
Daily Star, November 3, 1971
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Hatred is brewing up in Majdal Shams in the occupied
Golan Heights against the occupation forces. Seven people were
arrested and accused of helping enemy forces (Syria); one of
them is still detained. The Israeli flag was taken down from the
school building on Israeli Independence Day.

Ma’ariv, November 3, 1971

Salah al-Din Aslan and Zuhair Taher Aslan, of Nablus, were
arrested by security forces during a search, when ten grenades
were found in their house.

Jerusalem Post, November 4, 1971

Israeli security forces have arrested 20 local residents of
Jenin and nearby villages on the Israeli-held West Bank of
Jordan on suspicion of commando activities, Arab municipal
sources said.

Daily Star, November 6, 1971

In Hebron the driver of an Egged bus, a Beduin resident of
Beersheba, is being held after the bus he was driving burst into
flame. The police suspect sabotage.

Jerusalem Post, November 7, 1971

Tension was very high at a meeting between General Moshe
Dayan and the Mayor of Tulkarm (in the occupied West Bank).
Dayan refused to allow the Municipality to receive 80,000
Jordanian dinars belonging to it and blocked in a bank in Jordan
since the Six-Day War. This sum was allocated for the building
of two power plants for the town. Dayan insisted that Tulkarm
should be linked to the main Israeli electrical supply and asked
the Mayor to resign. The minister also refused to limit the
number of Arab labourers in Israel.

Al-Ittihad, November 12, 1971

Israeli police set up road-blocks around the Arab village of
Tira, northeast of Tel-Aviv, following the grenade blast in a bus
that came from the village. All vehicles and passengers travelling
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from Tira are being thoroughly checked and searches are being
carried out in the homes of the suspects.

In the Gaza-Strip an Arab resident of al-Shati’ refugee camp
was killed by Israeli troops when he failed to heed a warning to
stop and identify himself, a military spokesman said. He added
that the troops, who were carrying out searches for Arab
commandos in the camp, fired a number of warning shots in the
air, but when the man still attempted to escape, they shot at
him.

Daily Star, November 13, 1971

During combing-out operations in Gaza on November 13, a
Border Police patrol shot and killed one man who attempted to
throw a grenade and took another into custody. Both men were
on the wanted list.

Jerusalem Post, November 14, 1971

Israeli military authorities have released 300 detained Arab
commandos in the past fortnight following requests from mayors
of the Israeli-held West Bank of Jordan, military sources said in
Tel-Aviv.

Scores of those released were held under administrative de-
tention while the remainder had been sentenced to light prison
terms by Israeli military courts on the West Bank, the sources
said.

Daily Star, November 15, 1971

In an apparent reprisal for recent terrorist acts in the
Hebron area, the Israeli military government on the West Bank
has introduced restrictions on the people of the district. They
are not being allowed to travel into Jordan and will not be
permitted to invite relatives or friends from across the bridges
to visit them for the feast to mark the end of Ramadan this
weekend. No prisoners from Hebron will be included in the
amnesty to be declared for the West Bank areas to mark the
feast.

The Times, November 15, 1971
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In Nazareth the police claim to have dismantled a Fateh
cell. The head of this cell is alleged to be a woman of forty called
Suad Wahab, who was arrested with three other people, one of
them a young student from Nazareth. The mother of this student
declared that as far as she could tell, the crime of her son consist-
ed of his being responsible for carrying three maps to Suad
Wahab. These maps can be bought in any stationery shop, the
mother said.

Al-Ittihad, November 16, 1971

A resident of Rafah was injured by an army patrol when he
refused to halt and identify himself when challenged.

Jerusalem Post, November 30, 1971

Some 40 Arab workers from the administrated areas were
arrested in Tel-Aviv on November 29 on suspicion of staying over-
night — in violation of their permits — in Tel-Aviv. Regulations
require these workers to return to their homes after each work-
day.

Jerusalem Post, November 30, 1971

It is understood that the cases of between 300 and 350
prisoners from the West Bank and the Gaza-Strip are being
reviewed by the Defence Ministry. The cases now under review
are those of persons captured and tried several years ago. The
Ministry believes that some of these cases would be handled
differently were they tried today, since terrorism is no longer
considered an «active problem.»

Jerusalem Post, December 1, 1971

It is reported that after the authorities interrogated 15
villagers of Kabatya, near Jenin, in connection with a large
quantity of illegal weapons, the weapons were handed over to
security authorities in a move initiated by the local mukhtars.

Jerusalem Post, December 1, 1971

In Nablus security forces have arrested about ten local
residents in the past two days in connection with slogans which
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have recently been painted on walls against the holding of muni-
cipal elections in West Bank towns.

Jerusalem Post, December 6, 1971

A resident of the Gaza-Strip was slightly wounded when an
army patrol opened fire at a taxi that failed to stop at a road-
block. The man was riding in the cab. Four other passengers and

the driver were arrested.
Jerusalem Post, December 7, 1971

Ibrahim Abdul Hamid of the Nuseirat refugee camp was
killed and two Israeli jail warders slightly wounded when a bullet
accidentally discharged from a border policeman’s rifle hit a bus
travelling on the main Gaza-Strip road near Beit Hanun on
December 7. The border policeman was detained for questioning.

Jerusalem Post, December 8, 1971

More than ten persons have been arrested in the Jenin area
and more arrests are expected for alleged failure to report the
presence of commandos to security forces. They are suspected of
having given asylum to two recently captured commandos.

Al-Ittihad, December 10, 1971

Ali Mussa Atbat, 39, of Nazareth, held on charges of member-
ship in Fateh and engaging in hostile activities, was remanded in
custody for 15 days by a local magistrate.

Jerusalem Post, December 12, 1971

A Beduin girl was wounded on December 11 in Wadi Khari-
Ain south of al-Arish by an army patrol when she refused to halt

when told to do so.
Jerusalem Post, December 12, 1971

An Arab boy was shot dead in northern Sinai when he failed
to obey an order by an Israeli army patrol to stop for identifica-
tion, a military spokesman reported. The patrol fired on a group
of people who did not stop after warning shots had been fired

in the air, a spokesman said.
Daily Star, December 16, 1971
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The Israelis launched a campaign of arrests among villagers
on the occupied West Bank of Jordan.

Daily Star, December 19, 1971

Police forces raided a hostel for Arab labourers in Jaffa in
the night of December 15. The labourers were savagely beaten
and kicked, while the police were examining their identity cards.
Several arrests were made, and those apprehended were taken
to the police station where they were beaten again, and tortured.
They were stripped of their clothes and showered with cold
water. Most of these labourers are aged between 13 and 21. A
15 year-old received a deep eye injury during this operation.

Al-Ittihad, December 24, 1971
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Chapter 3
FORCIBLE TRANSFER & MASS DEPORTATION

A) Texts of Relevant Articles

«No one shall be subjected to arbitrary arrest, detention or
exile.»

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,
Article 9

«Everyone has the right to leave any country including his
own, and to return to his country.»

The Universal Declaration
of Human Rights,
Fourth Geneva Convention

«Individual or mass forcible transfers as well as deporta-
tions of protected persons from occupied territory to the territory
of the Occupying Power or to that of any other country, occupied
or not, are prohibited, regardless of motive.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 49

«No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to enter
his own country.»

UN Covenant on Civil and
Political Rights,
Article 12



B. Contraventions

27 families (164 persons) were banished from Gaza and sent
to Sinai because some of their sons were accused of being
saboteurs. The Israeli Commander at Gaza stated that the exiled
families were taken care of. They were being given all the
necessary services (education, health and even food) free of
charge.

When newspaper correspondents asked for permission to
visit the expelled families to verify whether services were really
being given, the Commander refused to give permits on the
pretext that it is against Israel’s general public relations policy.

In connection with the use of whips, the Commander
announced, «A number of orders were given to troops and
frontier guards in Gaza not to carry whips while patrolling.
Personally, I do not know if they had whips, but it is true that
they carry truncheons and it is I who tell them when to carry
them and when not to.»

Orders were recently issued prohibiting young men from
leaving their camps unless it is for studying purposes, medical
treatment or commercial business. The Israeli authorities fear
that they may join up or collaborate with the commandos.

The Knesset’s Committee for Internal Affairs has sent a tele-
gram to the frontier guards. It stated:

The Internal Committee of the Knesset sends its greetings
on your entry into Gaza and in joining the other security appa-
ratus of the city for enforcing law and order where presently
chaos prevails. Unlike those investigators who defend the new
left movements, we bless your efforts to stop the wave of
terrorism, the shedding of blood and in saving people from the
grasp of murderers. We wish you success in your difficult task.

Al-Ittihad, February 2, 1971

The total number of Arab inhabitants evicted from the
Jewish quarter in the Old City of Jerusalem has reached 2800.
There are still 2500 families on the outskirts of the quarter who
will be transferred unwillingly.

Yediot Aharonot, February 23, 1971
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John Willas, correspondent of the Daily Telegraph wrote :

«Israeli Defense Minister Moshe Dayan denied allegations
by a communist M.P. that Israel had set-up camps for families
suspected of belonging to saboteurs in the district of Abu Zeikha
which is situated on the shores of the Red Sea. It is an abandoned
area to which 34 families were moved on suspect of having
helped commandos. Only five families have been allowed to
return to Gaza.

«These acts of banishment and expulsion are contrary to
the covenant to which Israel was a signatory.»

Daily Telegraph, March 10, 1971

So far, 3500 out of 5500 Arabs were evicted from the Jewish
quarter of Old Jerusalem. They will be compensated by giving
them new houses or by placing them in relinquished ones. This
was announced by Yehuda Thamir on behalf of the Director of
the Committee for the Renovation of the Old Quarter. The
renovation scheme aims at bringing in 600 Jewish families, i.e.,
around 2500-3000 individuals. The cost of the operations will
reach 70 million Israeli liras.

Al-Hamishmar, April 7, 1971

In mid-May, the Israeli forces evicted the Habr tribe living
east of Haifa and relocated them elsewhere. Previous to the
ouster, their houses were demolished regardless of the fact that
they have been living there for two decades. In addition, their
lands were expropriated. The reasons given by the Israelis were
that the lands were needed for security purposes. When the
dwellers resisted the move, they were forcefully placed in army
lorries and taken to the Carmel District.

Palestine Research Center Archives

Teddy Kolleck, the Mayor of Jerusalem, told the members
of the Municipality that the number of Arab citizens removed
from the Jewish Quarter of the old City has reached the figure
4000, and that the operation was completed with no difficulties
or obstacles.

The Jerusalem Post, May 18, 1971
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Al-Ittihad newspaper related on the 25th of May 1971, the
following bits of information under the title, «Calamities of Our
People.» Abdul Rahman Abboud Abu Futaish, a resident of the
Latroun District where three villages (Awwas, Balou and Beit
Nuba) were demolished. He was evicted not only from Awwas,
but also from the house he had rented in Wadi al-Jose because
it belonged to the Property Custodian of Absentee Jews. Nothing
has remained from his former home in Awwas except rubble.
His farm lands in Abu Ghosn were taken over as Israeli property.
When he moved to the Old City of Jerusalem in Wadi al-Jauzeh,
he was once again evicted because it had been, previous to 1948,
Jewish property. The courts sued him for living there and now
he has no dwelling.

Al-Ittihad, May 25, 1971

The Guardian reported that firm action by the Israeli
authorities prevented a demonstration from being held protest-
ing the removal of refugees from Gaza. Jabaliya camp was
declared a military area and bulldozers were demolishing the
huts in order to pave a new road. Being a military area, it was
closed to journalists. It was explained that Jabaliya and other
camps were closed to prevent people from demonstrating for the
benefit of foreign journalists.» Most of the refugees were
removed to al-Arish in northern Sinai.

The Guardian, July 30, 1971

Towards the end of July the occupation authorities told
those who sought refuge in al-’Aizariyieh, Aby Rayyis, Salwan
and Shoutat, all of them being close to Jerusalem, to leave as
soon as possible and to hand over their identity cards. By the
latter measure, the Israelis could relocate them wherever they
wish on the pretext that there was no proof as to where they
originally came from.

Archives of the Research Center

Davar newspaper disclosed in August that the first phase of
roads had been constructed in the Gaza-Strip. They pass through
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three camps : Jabaliya, el-Shati’ and the Rafah. Most of the
refugees had to be displaced for these «safe roads.»

In Jabaliya, 1011 dwellings were demolished. They comprised
924 families consisting of 6503 persons, i.e., 1/8 of the refugee
population. About one third settled in al-Arish and the others
resettled near other camps.

In el-Shati’ camp, 598 houses were demolished that housed
591 families comprising a total of 4021 persons. In Rafah, 248
huts were bulldozed. They housed 390 families constituting 2858
persons. In both camps, the new refugees settled elsewhere.

Davar, September 6, 1971

C. Further Disclosures

The former chairman of the Palestinian Students’ Union,
Taisir Kuba, was deported to Jordan after serving a three year
jail term.

Kuba completed his prison term last month, and was held
under administrative detention until his deportation could be
effected. He had been sentenced by a court in Ramallah for
infiltration.

Jerusalem Post, January 8, 1971

Yahya As’ad al-Ghussein, a university student, was deported
from Gaza after 36 months under administrative arrest.

Al-Ittihad, January 8, 1971

In another development, Israeli military authorities have

expelled eight Arabs from the occupied Gaza-Strip to Jordan and

all of them had scars of physical torture on their bodies, the
Jordan government said.

Daily Star, January 17, 1971

Azmi Mrar, an administrative detainee, will probably be
deported to an Arab country following the Supreme Court’s
unanimous rejection of his appeal against the deportation order.
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In his appeal, Mrar, who lives in East Jerusalem, claims he
has been held for 18 months and has not been in for interroga-
tion. He says the charge pending against him is membership in
the Ba'th movement.

Jerusalem Post, January 21, 1971

On February 24, the Israeli authorities deported nine persons
of the West Bank and Gaza to the East Bank. The number of
the deportees from these areas in only one week is now 36
persons.

Al-Ittihad, February 26, 1971

General Moshe Dayan told the Knesset on March 10 that
thirty-four families from Gaza, relatives of «wanted» guerrilla
suspects, have been «exiled» to an abandoned mining port in
Western Sinai.

Answering a question from a Jewish Communist member,
General Dayan said the families had been exiled to deny the
suspects «aid, shelter, and comfort.» He denied that there were
«concentration camps» in Sinai, and added that four of the exiled
families had been allowed to return to their homes. However,
it is clear from other sources that there is a detention camp in
Sinai for Gaza residents and other refugees, apart from the
mining port of Abu Zneimeh to which General Dayan referred.

A highly authoritative source confirmed today that this other
camp contained «between 160 and 180» detainees for whom space
could not be found in local prisons. Added to the exiles at Abu
Zneimeh, this makes a total of about 320 people held in Sinai.

The Guardian, March 10, 1971

According to al-Hamishmar of the 7th April, more than 3,500
Arabs have already been expelled from the Jewish quarter of
occupied Jerusalem. The remaining 2,000 Arabs will soon be
expelled and that 600 Jewish families or between 2,500 and 3,000
Jews will take the place of the expelled Arabs.

Al-Ittihad, April 9, 1971
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Between three and six prominent leaders had been deported
to the Sinai desert during the four years of Israeli occupation of
the Gaza-Strip. Their deportation lasted up to six months.

Maariv, May 11, 1971

The Israeli authorities have evacuated an undisclosed num-
ber of Palestinian refugees from the densely populated Jabaliya
camp and resettled them elsewhere in the occupied territories.
Th action was taken here amid talk of a plan to reduce the
population of the congested area which the Israelis have found
virtually ungovernable.

International Herald Tribune, July 23, 1971

Thirty families from the Jabaliya refugee camp were removed
to al-Arish, on July 27, and housed in buildings previously
occupied by refugees from Kantara. Every family head was
reportedly provided with employment immediately upon arrival
in al-Arish.

A total of 700 persons have now been moved. Some of the
families scheduled to be resettled have disappeared and are
believed to be hiding out with friends and relatives in the camp.
The property of these families — who have declared they would
rather die in Jabaliya than move anywhere else — has been

destroyed.
Jerusalem Post, July 28, 1971

Statistics published at U.N. headquarters by UNRWA reveal
that 590,000 people were uprooted as a result of the Six-Day
War. Only 15,000-16,000 people were allowed back home by the

Israelis.
Al-Ittihad, October 1, 1971

Gaza-Strip authorities plan to move — on a «voluntary»
basis — 3,000 families from the refugee camps to permanent
housing.... In the case of opposition to the resettlement plan, the
authorities say they will be forced to resume «thinning out»
operations in the camps.

Jerusalem Post, October 21, 1971
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The Israeli authorities have expelled nine people from the
West Bank and the Gaza-Strip to the East Bank of the Jordan.
At the beginning of the month, the occupation authorities had
already expelled 14 citizens. Most deportees are young people
between the ages 15-21.

Al-Ittihad, November 12, 1971 \

The mayor of Hebron, Sheikh Mohammed Ali Jaabari, has
asked Defence Minister Moshe Dayan to halt deporting West
Bank Arabs to Jordan. The English language Jerusalem Post,
quoting Amman reports, said a score of Arabs are «banished to
Jordan almost every other month» after serving prison sentences
in Israel, mainly for security offences.

Daily Star, November 13, 1971

A UN commission charged with investigating conditions of
life for the Arabs in occupied territories considers that the
situation has worsened for the population since the last mission
to the Middle East in 1970. According to a report issued after a
second trip effected by the mission this year, Israel is deliberately
conducting a policy aimed at compelling the Arab population of
these territories to leave them, and prevent the return of those
who have reached Lebanon, Syria and Jordan. The commission,
whose report has been rejected by the Israelis, believes that this

policy constitutes «the most grave violation of human rights» yet
known.

Le Monde, November 14, 1971

Official sources in Jordan give the number of people deport-
ed in November as 30.

Al-Ittihad, November 30, 1971

12 more people were expelled by the occupation authorities.
This is part of a campaign of terrorism undertaken by the
authorities to pressure people to vote in the municipal elections
of the West Bank.

Al-Ittihad, December 10, 1971
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C) Memorandum Prepared by the Former Jordanian Mayor
of Jerusalem, Ruhi Al-Khatib, Relating to the Eviction of Arab
Families in Jerusalem® [Excerpt Listing the Names of Arabs

Affected].

Schedule of the Names of the Arab Families Compelled by
the Military Occupation Authorities to Evacuate their Homes in
the Arab Quarters Inside the Walls of Jerusalem Between January

1, 1969 and March 1, 1972.
Name of Family

Nuh ‘Isa Abu ‘Asab

Khalil Badawi Abu ‘Asab

Idris Taufig al-Shuwaiki

Myassar, Widow of ‘Abd al-Muhsin
al-Shuwaiti

Fayez Abu Hadwan

Badawiya, widow of Muhammad
Abu Hadwan

Ibrahim Abu Hadwan

Isma’il Khudair al-Qawasimi

Ibrahim Khudair al-Qawasimi

Nu‘man Muhammad Salem al-Rajabi

‘Abd al-Razzaq Shihada al-Natsheh

Yusuf ‘Id Qargash

Rajab al-Sikafi

Muhammad Hashim al-Natsheh

Zakariya ‘Arif Salhab

Harbi ‘Abd al-Hamid Salhab

Sammur Hamid Salhab

Khalil Sammur Salhab

Muhammad Khalil al-Natsheh

Rashid Muhammad Ibrahim al-Shuwaiki

Number of Owner of Location

Members
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Al-Qutb Tabou-
neh Steps

« «

« «

« «

« «

« «

« «

« «

« «
Al-‘Asali «
Salah «

Al-Husaini «

« «

« «

« «

« «

« «
Salhab Al-Bashush

« «

« «

(1) Archives of The Institute for Palestine Studies. A simplified version
of the standard transliteration system has been employed to list the

Arabic names.
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Name of Family Number of Owner of Location
Members Property

‘Abd al-Kadir Hijazi al-Natsheh 2 « «
‘Abd al-Rahim Abu Snaineh 10 Al-Dawudi «
Talab Adham Juwaihan 9 Al-Dawudi Al-Ba-
shush
Dawud Muhammad Ramadan 6 « «
Subhi Farah Dawud 5 « «
‘Abd al-Qadir Muhammad al-Qirri 8 « «
Anwar Tawfiq Zahida 2 Salhab «
Ya‘qub Muhammad al-Ja‘bari 7 Al-Nammari «

‘Id Ibrahim al-Ja‘bari 10 « «

‘Abd al-Shakur Ramadan Hariz 3 Al-Nasha- «
shibi «
Walid ‘Abd al-Ja‘bari 2 Al-'Nammari «
‘Abd al-Latif Najm al-Din al-'Alami 8 Al-‘Alami «
Amin Hamza al-‘Ajluni 2 Gaith «
Nimr ‘Id Qarqash 2 « «
Muhammad Sa‘id Abu Snaineh 4 Al-Dajani «
‘Abd Allah Rashid Bahtan 2 Abu Snaineh «
Samuh ‘Audeh Abu Snaineh 13 « «
Muhammad ‘Audeh al-Ja'bari 7 « «
Ahmad Muhammad al-Ja‘bari 2 « «
Ibrahim ‘Abd al-‘Azim Abu Rmaileh 4 Abu Rmaileh «
‘Abd al-Rahim Ibrahim Abu Rmaileh 4 « «
Muhammad Ibrahim Abu Rmaileh 3 « «
‘Abd al-‘Azim Ibrahim Abu Rmaileh 5 « «
‘Uthman Nimr Hariz 3 Al-Nasha-
shibi «
Ibrahim Talab al-Sikafi 6 Al-Muwaqgqit «
Muhammad Khalil al-Daba’i 6 Al-Dawudi «
Qasim Isma’il al-Hunaidi 1 « «
Yasir Hassuna Ghaith 1 Ghaith «
Ni‘meh Salih al-Zir 2 Al-Dawudi «
Muhammad Hassan Zallum 1 « «
Muhammad Husain al-Qirri 4 « «
Faiz Muhammad Husain al-Qirri 9 « «
Ibrahim Muhammad Husain al-Qirri 5 « «
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Name of Family

‘Abd Allah Hasan Dhiyab

Salim Muhammad al-Rajabi

Muhammad Yasin Abu Rajab
Raji Musa al-Rajabi

‘Abd al-Qadir Ahmad ‘Abd al-Karim
Fu‘ad Khalwa Abu Snaineh
Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hafiz Saleh
Ishag Muhammad al-Razim
Rashid Hasan Barghuth

‘Abd al-Fattah Qasim ‘Akkub
Na‘man Shafiq al-Salayima

‘Abd al-Bari Jabr al-Razim
Sa‘diya, Widow of Rajab al-Razim

Fayad Muhammad Shahin
Hamed Muhammad al-Hajj ‘Ali
Tu'ma Muhammad Burgan

‘Abd al-Jawad Jum’a Marar
‘Izzat Ahmad Nassar

Yusuf ‘Abd al-Rahim al-Qawasimi

‘Isa Radwan al-Ju‘ba

Nur al-Din Muhammad al-Sa'd
Yusuf Khalil Isma‘il

Hisham Yusuf al-Qawasimi
Khadija Husain al-Sa‘d

Hafiz ‘Abd Idris

Muhammad ‘Uthman Ghanim
Ghazi Hilal

Ghalib al-Safadi
Muhyi al-Dine ‘Ali Qmai’
Hafiz Badawi ‘Abu ‘Asab

Number of Owner of Location

Members

8
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Jews

Al-Nasha-
shibi

Al-Nam-

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

mari Near al-
shush

Al-Muwagqgit
«
Al-Nasha-
shibi
Qmai
«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«
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Name of Family

Latifa, Widow of Mahmud Abu ‘Asab

Anwar Rashid Abu Sirriya

Kamil Murshid Salhab

Yusuf Jamil al-Salihi

Shihda Sulaiman al-Bibi

Munira, Widow of Suleiman al-Bibi
Rifga, Widow of Da‘san Abu Snaineh
Sulaiman Shihda al-Bibi

Ya‘qub ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Shuwaiki
Rashid Khamis al-Qawasimi

Sa‘di Rushdi al-Khayyat

Rushdi Khalil al-Khayyat

Khairi Shakir Abu Rmaileh
Zahiya, Widow of Dawud Badr
Naji ‘Abd al-Fattah Abu Nijma
Shawkat ‘Abd al-Rahman Huwais
‘Abbuda Muhammad ‘Atiyya al-Tartir
‘Ata ‘Abd al-Shakur al-Tawil
‘Umair ‘Ata ‘Abd al-Rahman Da‘na
‘Azmi Dib ‘Awad Allah

Amina ‘Awad ‘Abd al-Jawad
Muhsin Husain Hasan Busaileh
Khalid ‘Izz Abu Ghaush

George Iliya Tiyudusu

Abd al-Razzaq Husni ‘Awad

‘Abd al-Hamid ‘Abd al-Jabbar al-Shuwaiki

‘Azmi ‘Abd al-Hamid al-Shuwaiki
Shakir Shukri Khirwat

Farah Ibrahim al-Ja'bari

Samir Sabir al-Tama'i

Yunus ‘Abd al-Shakur al-Z‘aitir
Khadr Yunus al-Z‘aitir

Badr Yunus al-Z‘aitir

Jum‘a ‘Abd al-Mu'‘ti Mujahid
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Al-Hariri

«
Maghariba
Al-Bashiti

«

«
Al-Budairi
Mas‘udi

«

«
Al-Khatib

«
Al-Shihabi
Al-Khalidi
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«
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Name of Family

Musa ‘Abd al-Hadi

Kamal ‘Abd Abu Rmaileh

Zain ‘Abd al-Zir

Ya'qub Muhammad ‘Abd al-Rahman
Sinnuqrut

Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ghani Abu Halima

Zakariyya Mussa Abu Snaineh

Badr ‘Abd al-‘Aziz Abu Rmaileh

‘Izzat Ahmad Nassar

Sidgi ‘Izzat Nassar

Sadiq ‘Izzat Nassar

‘Abd al-Qadir Ibrahim al-Ja‘bari

Hammuda Ahmad al-Ja‘bari

Rashad ‘Azmi al-Din al-Ja‘bari

‘Abd al-Sami‘ ‘Abd al-Ghani al-Ja‘bari

Dawud Rushdi Bakhtan

Kazim Rushdi Bakhtan

Hajja Amina Yunus

‘Abd al-Khalig Jum‘a Abu Snaineh

Muhammad Sa‘id ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Ghula
Muhammad ‘Abd Juwailis

Kamal Ahmad Hijazi

Salih Mahmoud Abu Kharrub

Muhammad Hasan Husain al-‘Atiq
Hajja Mus‘ada Muhammad Zayid
Farida, Widow of Muhammad Muswadda
Ahmad Mahmoud al-Salibi

Filla, Widow of Adib Jabir

Qasim Muhammad ‘Ali al-Shuwaiki
Muhammad ‘Arif al-Hammar
Riyad Yasin Qunaibi

Dhiyab Muhammad al-Hajj ‘Ali
‘Arafat Isma'il al-Qawasimi
Muhammad Musa Abu Rmaileh

Number of Owner of Location

Members
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«
Jews

«

«
Al-Muwaqgqit

«

«

«

«

«

«
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«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«
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« Near Dar

Nimr

Al-Ja‘uni

«

«
Al-Nasha-

shibi

«

«
Al-Dajani
Al-Dawudi
Al-Dajani

«
Al-Hammar

«

«

Qmai’

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«

«
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Name of Family
‘Abd al-Qadim Hasan ‘Abdine

Hajj Ahmad Mahmud Abu Snaineh

Sa‘id Mahmud al-Ja‘bari

‘Abd al-Sami‘ Mahmud Mujahid

Muhammad Sa‘id al-Ja‘bari

Subhi Mahmud Baidas

Bahiya al-Shibli

‘Adil Jamal Qunaibi

Jamal ‘Abd al-Fattah Qunaibi

Fahd Badawi al-Rishiq

‘Amir ‘Abd Rabbuh Abu Snaineh

‘Umran ‘Abd Rabbuh Abu Snaineh

Rabah Ahmad Abu Snaineh

‘Ali ‘Abd al-Latif Abu Rmaileh

Rajab ‘Abd al-Latif Abu Rmaileh

Tayyim ‘Abd al-Latif Abu Rmaileh

Ahmad Ibrahim Burhan

Jamal Muhammad Ramadan

Nasr Mansur Nassar

Mudahhiya, Widow of Mahmud
‘Isa al-Saidawi

‘Isa Mahmud al-Saidawi

Khalid Muhammad al-Ghazzawi

‘Abd Muhammad al-Ghazzawi

Muhammad Jamil Totah

Khamis Muhammad al-Ghazzawi

Muhammad Nimr Muhammad al-JTamzawi

Nazmiya, Widow of ‘Id Srur

‘Abd al-Malik Ayyub al-Zaruw

Muhammad Nassar ‘Abd al-Malik al-Zaruw

Muhammad Bashir al-Khudari

Zakariyya ‘Atwan al-Salayima

Ghalib Nimr al-Salayima
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Al-Nasha-
shibi
Al-Nasha-
shibi

«

Al-Dawudi

«

Abu Rmaileh

Ansari
Quttaina

«

«
Al-Nammari
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«

«

«

«
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Name of Family

Ibrahim Yusuf Tantash Abu Ku'

Dawud al-Natshah

Fawziya, Widow of ‘Abd Allah Hazin
Hajj Yusuf Ahmad Tantash Abu Ku‘
Halima Mansur

Yusuf ‘Uthman al-Nammari

Taha ‘Uthman al-Nammari

Fatima, Widow of ‘Uthman al-Nammari
Muhammad Ahmad al-Shuwaiki

Farhan Khalwa Busaileh

‘Abd al-Jawad Kamil al-Natsheh

Ahmad Yusuf al-Natsheh

Muhammad Rabi‘ al-Shuwaiki
Hasan ‘Attiya al-Shuwaiki

Raji Faris Barakat

‘Abd al-Rahman Nu‘man al-Dumiri
Muhammad Shakir Abu Rmaileh
‘Isa ‘Asfur al-Tawil

Muhammad ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Karaki

‘Asfur Muhammad Musa al-Tawil
Muhammad Mustafa al-Kurdi

Al-Hajj Muhammad Husain al-Shuwaiki
Salah Isma‘il al-Tawil

Ziyad Isma'‘il Mujahid

Isma'il ‘Ayish al-Tawil

Nasri ‘Ayish al-Tawil

Taha Shakir Abu Rmaileh

Muhyi al-Din ‘Atiya al-Ja‘bari

Ahmad Muhammad al-Da‘da‘uf

Number of Owner of Location
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Abu Ku’ and
Quttaina
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Al-Nammari

«
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«

Al-Nammari

Al-Dawudi
«
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«
Wahba
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«

«
«
Near
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«
«

«

A
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Name of Family

‘Abd al-Hamid Muhammad Hassun
Rushdi Tawfiq al-Salayima

Tawfiq Rushdi al-Salayima

Ratib Muhammad al-Ju‘ba
Mahmud Muhammad al-Shuwaiki

Kamil ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Shuwaiki
Fattuh ‘Abd al-Fattah al-Shuwaiki
‘Abd al-Fattah al-Khalidi

‘Abd al-Halim Khalwa ‘Usaileh
Ghazi Fu‘ad al-Rishiq

Ghazi Hamid Jabir

Shu'aib Ruwaish al-Bashiti

‘Abd al-Ghafur ‘Abd al-Ra‘uf al-Z‘aitir

Mussa Badawi Ghaith

‘Isa Badawi Ghaith

Khadir ‘Abd al-Fattah ‘Arab
Haniya Tawfiq Ghaith

Mustafa Husain al-Joulani

‘Abd al-Jabbar Sammur Salhab
‘Abd Isma‘il al-Joulani

Fathi ‘Abd al-Shakur al-Halawani
Mahmud Muhammad al-Halawani
Rushdi Rashid Bakhtan

Khalil Humaidan Abu Rmaileh
Yusuf ‘Awwad al-Jamal

Ahmad ‘Abd al-Ra‘uf al-Z‘aitir

Fayiz Murtada Sinnuqrut

‘Abd al-Hafiz Khamis al-Qawasmi
‘Abd al-Salam Burhan al-Qaimari
Fu‘ad ‘Umar Idris
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Name of Family

Mahmud Muhammad Fatla al-Joulani

Badawi Husain Ghaith
‘Awad Husain Jaber

Mumtaz Musa al-Nammari
Ahmad Fattah Ghaith
Ahmad Husain Ahmad Yusuf

Husain Ahmad Yusuf

Ahmad Mahfuz Abu Snaineh
‘Abdu Fayyad Abu Sirriyeh
Salim Mahmud al-Tawil

Sa‘d al-Din Darwish al-Bashiti
Muhammad Kamal Abu Snaineh
‘Abd al-Muhsin Hasan Misk
Khalid Mustafa Karameh
As‘ad Sulaiman al-Sikafi

‘Abd al-Rahman Mansur Nassar
Ilyas Mahmud ‘Uwaideh
‘Awwad ‘Audeh al-Shubaki
Tawfiq Amin al-Bazlamit

Naji Tawfiq al-Bazlamit

'Ali Hasan al-Tawashi
Muhammad Sa‘d Muswada
Rafiq Tawfiq al-Bazlamit
Khadir Shukri al-Bakri

Husain Ibrahim al-Bakri
Himada Ibrahim al-Bakri
Ibrahim al-Bakri

Hashim Mansur Nassar

Naji Juda Abu Snaineh

Dhib Nimr al-Natsheh
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« «
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Al-Nammari

By

« «
Al-Bashiti Main
Street,
Jewish
Quarter
Al-Bashiti Main
Street,
Jewish
Quarter
Jews «
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Al-Bashiti «
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Jews «
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« «
« «
« «

Al-Nammari «

Jews «
Al-Nammari «
Jews «

« «

« «
Al-Khalidi «
« «

« «
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Name of Family

Muhammad Sa’id Hushaima
Jum‘a Sa‘id Hushaima

‘Arabiya ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Qutb
Walid Muhammad al-Qawasimi
Sami Dib ‘Awad Allah

Tamim Sa‘id al-Salayima

‘Azmi Jabri al-Z‘aitir
Sabri Ahmad al-Z‘aitir
Musa ‘Abd Allah Abu Snaineh

Ribhi Ibrahim Quwaidir
Ibrahim Rashid Hijazi
‘Ali Yasin Abu Sirriyeh
Salah ‘Ali al-Hajawi
Asiya Ibrahim ‘Azkul

‘Abd al-Qadir ‘Atiya Jad Allah

Salim Muhammad ‘Arab
Ibrahim ‘Abd Allah Ibrahim
Samir Hanna Bahnan
Subhiya, Widow of Sa‘id Sailam
Ibrahim Ilyas Za‘rur

Krikor Hunanes Ardakian
Artin Andreas Handoyan

‘Abdu Ishaq Ishaq

Yusuf Hanna Khazmu

Insaf Mikha'il Shammasian
Muhammad al-Za‘tari

Sara, Widow of Isma‘il Shahin
Nihad Isma‘il Shahin

Fu’ad Isma‘il Shahin
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« «

« «

Jews «
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Jews The Mat
Market
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Al-Ja‘uni Mallak
Road
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Al-Nammari «
« «
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Name of Family

‘Abd Allah Abu ‘Asab

Muhammad Hasan Abu Hadwan

Subhi Mahmud Abu Snaineh
‘Amran Abu Harb Shahin
Muhammad ‘Ali ‘Umaira
Hafiz ‘Abd al-Muhsin Sultan
Mustafa ‘Auda Abu Snaineh

Muhammad ‘Abd al-Hamid Abu Kharshiq

‘Arif ‘Ashur al-Haddad
Sirhan ‘Ata Abu Shamsiya
Ishag Ramadan Jamjum
Musa Raghib Abu Ghaus

Ibrahim Ahmad Salama
Ohannes Garabed Demirdjian
Iliyas Jabra Shams

Jean Boghos Sadisian
Muhammad ‘Arafa Abu ‘Asab
Basil Malka Akhu

Simon Artin Chaklian
Badawi al-Lahham
Musa Hanna Banu

Hanna Yusuf Yasseh

Jawdat al-Natsheh
Muhammad Khalil al-Harbawi
Jawdat ‘Id al-Ja‘bari

‘Abd al-Majid ‘Ashur Sidr
Muhammad Sa‘id Abu Laila

Yunus Muhammad Sa‘id Abu Laila
‘Abd al-Jawad Muhammad al-Halawani
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Al-Bashiti The
Mat
Market
« «
« «
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Jews «
« «
« «
« «
Samum «
« «
« «
Tuffahat «
al-Khalidi
« «
Al-Ja‘uni «
Quttaina «
« «
« «
Quttaina The
Mat
Market
« «
« «
Al-Ja‘uni Near
the Syriac
Monastery
« «
« «
Jews «

«

«

«
«
«
«

«
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Name of Family

Dawud Ahmad ‘Alama

Falah Muhammad Sa‘id Abu Laila
Sa‘id ‘Isa Mansur

Raji‘ Zaideh

Ramadan Muhammad al-Halawani
Zahra Ibrahim Salah

Michel Salim Ma‘luf
Sa‘d al-Din ‘Ali Rasas

Rasim Yusuf Rasas

Ibrahim Mahmud al-Khatib

Shawkat ‘Abd al-Fattah

Yasir Yusuf Rasas

‘Ali Yusuf Rasas

Hagob Garabid Hakmian

‘Aisha al-‘Adadi

Farid Buyuk

Fatima, Widow of Musa Husain al-Tawil

Mustafa Musa al-Tawil

Dawud ‘Isa Ziyadeh

Najiya Abu Gharib, Widow of Husain
Miswadeh

Tahir Totah

Khalil Ballut

Peter Ballut

Mahmud ‘Ali Abu Zunaid

Abu Ghazi Salah

Nu‘man Muhammad Salim al-Rajabi
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Name of Family

Walid Muhammad al-Qawasimi

Isma‘il Abu ‘Arafa

Sabri al-Z‘aitir
Muhammad al-Sus

Number of Owner of Location
Members Property

1 Al-Hawwash  Main
Street,
Jewish
Quarter
1 « Main
Street,
Shop

1 « «

1 Ansari «
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Chapter 4

DESTRUCTION OF PROPERTY, CONFISCATION
AND CHANGE OF STATUS

A) Text of Relevant Articles

«No protected person may be punished for an offence he
or she has not personally committed. Collective penalties and
likewise all measures of intimidation or of terrorism are
prohibited.»

«Pillage is prohibited.»

«Reprisals against protected persons and their property are
prohibited.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 33

«Any destruction by the Occupying Power of movable or
immovable property belonging individually or collectively to
private persons or to other public authorities or to social or
cooperative organizations, is prohibited except where such des-
truction is rendered absolutely necessary by military operations.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 53

«No one shall be arbitrarily deprived of his property.»

Declaration of Human Rights,
1948, Article 17

«The Occupying Power may not alter the status of public
officials or judges in the occupied territories or in any way apply
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sanctions to or take any measures of coercion or discrimination
against them should they abstain from fulfilling their functions
for reasons or conscience.»

Fourth Geneva Convention,
Article 54

«Nothing in the present Covenant may be interpreted as
implying for any State, group or person any right to engage in
any activity or perform any act aimed at the destruction of any
of the rights and freedoms recognized herein or at their limita-
tion to a greater extent than is provided for in the present
Covenant.»

UN Covenant on Civil and Political
Rights 1966, Article 5, 1

B) Contraventions

The Jewish authorities are preparing with feverish speed
land transfer proceeding in the Arab quarter of Jerusalem and
its suburbs, regardless of appeals by the U.N. Secretary-General,
the resolutions of the General Assembly and even the laws of
the Jewish state.

At the beginning of the year, the authorities declared that
large areas of Arab land in the suburbs of Beit Jalo and Sharfat
were confiscated. They claimed that according to the new Israeli
map, the expropriated areas fall within the boundaries of the
Jerusalem Municipality.

The proprietors of the confiscated lands did not agree to
give up their lands. Instead they sent telegrams to the U.N.
Secretary-General protesting the Israeli moves. In fact, the
Israeli law requires the Finance Minister to procure an order
from the District Court for the purpose. The Israelis, however,
disregarded the legal provisions and began building over the land
after expelling their lawful proprietors.

Al-Ittihad stressed that this was a clear indication that the
Israelis defy every other authority, snob world opinion and U.N.
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resolutions, and furthermore, they show no sense of justice nor
have they any conscience in the pursuit of de-Arabization and
expansion.

Al-Ittihad, March 5, 1971

The head of the local council in Taiyiba issued a warning
to the inhabitants prohibiting them from approaching large
stretches of land to the East of the town. The lands include 3,000
dunums. They will be part of the Military Zone to be established
there, and thus are inaccessible. The area would be used for
weapons training.

The contemplated plan became an accomplished fact. Over
twenty persons were injured as a result of the alleged training.
It is still difficult to determine whether the affair was for weapon
training purposes or for intimidating the inhabitants to leave in
order to acquision their lands.

The villagers have asked for the intervention of the United
Nations to put an end to the precarious situation in which they
are in order that they may be able to work on their lands.

Al-Ittihad, July 9, 1971

The Israeli occupation forces acquisioned about 10,000
dunums in Tammun village in the Nablus district for the build-
ing of army camps and Jewish settlements. The inhabitants have
been prevented from farming or from grazing... They also con-
fiscated lands in the Mashrou’ area in the town of Dhahiriyya
following the refusal of the inhabitants to sell their lands in
question despite tempting offers. The area involved is appro-
ximately 150 dunums.

Palestine Research Center Archives

The military authorities have issued orders fro the confis-
cation of a plot of land about 230 dunums in Khalil quarter inside
the area closed to the public. The Mayor announced that the
project covers an area of one thousand dunums.

The broadcasting station announced that new lands are
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being reclaimed in southern Gaza for founding cooperative
villages and other settlements. Its correspondent also reported
that fencing of tens of thousands of dunums considered govern-
ment property is underway, the purpose being to prevent the
inhabitants from acquiring it. He added that another lot of 4,000
dunums between Gaza and Deir al-Balah has already been fenced
in.

Davar, October 10, 1971

Ma'ariv related that the Committee of the Trustees of the
Muslim Wagf property in Jaffa will sell to the Municipality of
Tel-Aviv lands priced at over one million Israeli liras. In return,
public utility houses will be built for the community. The sale
has been made possible after the District Court in Tel-Aviv
abrogated an order prohibiting the sale. This ruling had been
made at the request of the minority representatives in the Muslim
Wagqf Committee of Jaffa...

Ma'ariv reported the sale of 81 dunums near Abu Kabir
Cemetery. Note should be made of the fact that the Israeli
authorities and its members are handpicked by it. As mentioned
by the Al-Ittihad newspaper of September 7, 1971, members of
this council, though carriers of firearms, are ready to sign any-
thing they are told to. The Arab community does not acknowledge
their existence or that it represents them in any way.

Ha'aretz reported on November 20th that 30,000 dunums
have been appropriated in the Gaza area for erecting kibbutzes
and Jewish settlements in a matter of weeks. More lands will be
fenced in for additional settlements. Ha'aretz added that the
transfer of forty families has been completed and that prepara-
tions are being made for the transfer of ten more families.
Further contacts are being made with farmers from Gaza who
won lands with a view to compensating them or transferring
them. The Israeli 'Ateem News Agency stated that the lands in
question (in southern Gaza) had been expropriated by the occu-
pation forces. About 10,000 dunums were also seized between
Rafah and Khan Yunis. The last 10,000 were taken from the

coastline.
Ma’ariv, October 10, 1971
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The Ministry of Tourism has mentioned that next year's
budget will be marked by unremitting efforts to develop the area
facing Bab al-Khalil in Eastern Jerusalem within the outlines of
a scheme to establish a huge centre for tourism and commerce.
The company charged with development of the scheme in East
Jerusalem will undertake the following projects:

1. Opening and asphalting a new road around the rampart
of the city. The road will cross two Muslim cemeteries, Bab al-
Rahmeh and Yusufiyya. It will be a tourist highway and will be
dotted with advertising placards.

2. Repairing and erecting new camps for entertainment for
those Jews in Talbiyat quarter and throughout the outskirts of
Bethlehem. There are speculative financiers, both inside and
outside Israel, who are ready to invest in schemes of tourism in
Jerusalem. 35 million I.L. have so far been invested in the past
two years. 1130 hotel rooms are now under construction for
which an allocation of 65 million I.L. have been made.

Yediot Aharonot, December 3, 1970

The Israeli authorities have prepared a geographical study
of some areas in the occupied West Bank with the intention of
removing Arab refugee camps and building new camps in their
place. The scheme, captioned, «Outlines for the Development of
the Area,» calls for defacing the appearance of the whole area,
the construction of an industrial airport and the opening of a
new road in the Jordan Valley connecting Ariha with Ramallah
through the northern area of Jerusalem.

Le Monde, January 1, 1971

The Registration Department in Acre refused to reconize the
existence of a zone called «Mall» where the majority of the
Sawa'id tribe members dwell. The registration clerk insisted on
changing the name of abode from «Mall» to «al-Kamana» and
inscribing the change in identity cards. As if by so doing, accord-
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ing to al-Ittihad, the zone would become non-existent. It is clear
that the authorities want to deport the Sawa’id tribe on some
legal pretext.

The inhabitants of «Mall» have objected to such plans made
with the collaboration of the mukhtars who are not considered
by the tribe members as their representatives. They further
declared that they will not accept to be transferred even if the
authorities embarked on the closure of their schools, forging
identity cards or demolition of their homes, for they feel they
hold justified claims to the land.

Al-Ittihad, February 9, 1971

Ra’iv Shiron, the Israeli Minister of Housing announced in
a press conference that the plans for housing Jews in Jerusalem
fulfils Jewish aims and Zionist manifestations. It stipulates that
Jerusalem will have, by 1975, 270,000 Jews as against 90,000
Arabs.

Jerusalem Post, February 21, 1971
Ha'aretz, February 17, 1971

The Jerusalem Municipal Council unanimously approved on
February 21, 1971, the Housing Ministry’s proposals for building
over Arab owned land in the suburbs of Jerusalem which had
already been appropriated. The plan called for the building of
180 housing units in Nabi Samuel and on the terraced eastern
slope of Mount Moukabbar. It is the first time that the various
Israeli political parties agree on the subject of construction in
cities....

Jerusalem Mayor Teddy Kolleck confirmed, «Israel’s right
in building Jerusalem should not be contested.»

Ma’ariv, February 22, 1971

The Minister of Housing announced in a Press Conference
held on February 2, 1971, in Beersheba that 500 dwelling units
for young married couples will be built during the next one and
half years, and that 450 additional units will be built in Naqgab
outside Beersheba. The Minister of Agriculture, Hayeem Jifani,
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also announced on the same date in the Knesset that since the
war of 1967, 37 new dwellings have been built and that other
villages will be established in the marshland of the Jordan valley.

Israel Radio, February 23, 1971

On February 27, 1971, the settling of Jews in the Jewish
quarter of old Jerusalem was completed when the maintenance
of 25 housing units was completed. The cost of repairs amounted
to one million I.L. It is expected that within the next few months
renovation of fifteen additional dwellings will be completed and
they will be ready for handing over to families who had asked
to settle in that quarter.

Ma’ariv, February 28, 1971

The following article, written by correspondent John Wallis,
appeared in the March 28, 1971, issue of the Sunday Telegraph:

«Feeling is running high in Arab East Jerusalem and the
occupied West Bank over the Israeli action in razing to the
ground the village of Nabi Samuel, 4.5 miles from Jerusalem.
The village dominates the city and its western approaches. It
was badly damaged in 1949 and 1967. Fifty people were still
living in its houses and ruins, and eighteen of them say they have
now lost homes which would have lasted 100 years. The village
was built around the old castle, which the Crusaders called
Mount Joy. On the night of March 21-22, Israeli troops started
to move into the village and to seal all roads leading to it. There
were eight bulldozers with them. At 3 a.m., the bulldozers began
to destroy the houses around the castle. Villagers say they were
given only a short while to leave their houses. One man, who
refused to leave, claims that he was manhandled. The inhabitants
say they were driven in army lorries with their possessions, to
deserted houses northeast of the village. One man, according to
friends, was given 120 I.L., made to sign a paper which he could
not read because it was in Hebrew, and was told not to talk to
journalists. Nobody was allowed to enter the village. The Israelis
have covered up the rubble with earth and all that remains of
the old settlement is the castle. The official explanation is that
the ruins were a danger to tourists and that undesirables were
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squatting in them. This may refer to an Israeli couple allegedly
found there in possession of drugs and a firearm. They are now
awaiting trial. At first, the Arabs thought their village was being
destroyed because it will overlook a huge Israeli housing estate
being built on confiscated Arab land. Now the villagers believe
the action was taken for aethistic and tourist reasons. A large
space before the castle could be converted into a car park. The
villagers had been apprehensive since March 15, when an Arab
farmer was forbidden to take a load of lumber to his farm below
the village. He was told that the land was no longer his as it was
needed for a new development scheme. No details were given, but
he was offered a 99 year lease on his property.

Sunday Telegraph, March 28, 1971

Ths Israeli Minister of Housing, Zev Sharef, has announced
that as of the beginning of April, Nabi Samuel is to be known by
the Hebrew name Ramot.

New York Times, April 1, 1971

S. Sharon, General Director of the Ministry of Housing
stated on April 1, 1971, that the Ministry already allocated about
50 million I.L. for the year 1971 to be spent on construction in
the Golan Heights. He added that the Ministry will strive to build
additional houses in seven new settlements and that it is carrying
out renovations in three settlements in the Golan Heights.

Davar, April 2, 1971

A number of the inhabitants of «Assira» a tribal village
adjacent to Nablus, proceeded to the International Red Cross
asking to be provided with new residence following the demoli-
tion of their homes. They had previously attempted to rent
homes after the demolitions occurred but the landlords refused
for fear of renewed reprisals against these same people.

Al-Ittihad, April 9, 1971
It was officialy announced that by 1982, with the completion
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of the first state of housing construction, the Israeli population
in Sharm al-Sheikh will be 29,000.
Israel Radio, May 2, 1971

On May 5, 1971, the establishment of a new Agricultural
Development Centre was completed in the Jordan Valley. It is
the ninth of its kind. The Centre is in the Hamra quarter eight
kilometers to the north of Jaftalik along the river Magharia. It
will include civilian members from kibbutz and from cities.

L’'Information, May 6, 1971

While the Israeli apparatus talks about payment of compen-
sation for the real estate properties of Arabs in occupied
Jerusalem, the Israeli authorities are busy confiscating their
lands in preparation for evicting them from their homes.

One morning, five bulldozers belonging to RASCO Company
were exceptionally busy in defacing Sammar where 300 Jerusa-
lemites (Arabs) live. The object of the destruction is to displace
these people and wreck the homes in order to build new buildings
for the Hebrew University and homes for new Jewish arrivals.

Roads leading to Sammar were blocked with large black
barrels and armed guards. Their purpose is to prevent vehicles
from reaching the area.

Al-Ittihad editorialized, «Amid the hustle, the Arab inhabi-
tants stood by to look over their lands and homes that took a
lifetime to prepare and build. At the advent of loss, they were
powerless to do anything. Flaring hatred burned in their hearts
against those who by sheer power of arms, defied justice and
human rights. There was nothing they could do. They had pre-
viously objected to the action and then protested to the autho-
rities... but to no avail.»

Al-Ittihad, July 9, 1971

Sir John Rene, the Commissioner-General of UNRWA,
submitted in Sept. 1971 a report (No. A/8383) to U.N. Secretary-
General, U Thant dated September 17, 1971, the following were
the main points contained therein:
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1. His concern at what had taken place and still is in the
camps of Jabaliya, el-Shati and Rafah, all situated in the Gaza-
Strip. There the Israelis demolished a large number of the shel-
ters and evicted the refugees. In consequence, about 75,000
persons were left in the open, homeless. Some of them were
allowed to remain in the Strip and others were banished from
it. Many are suffering from hunger and thirst for lack of food
and water. In a letter sent to Israel on August 18, 1971, the
Commissioner-General asked for the immediate provision of ade-
quate housing to accommodate the refugees whose shelters had
been pulled down.

2. In a meeting held in Gaza on July 8, 1971, Israeli Defence
Minister Moshe Dayan told Sir John Rene that the Israeli Gov-
ernment has embarked on its campaign in order to combat the
Fedayeen refugees in Jabaliya Camp. For that reason it took the
decision of deporting some and destroying their shelters, and to
widen roads for the sake of security in the area. Since quick
action was required to impose security, the government was
unable to provide new shelters to accommodate the refugees that
had been evicted. As an alternative, it decided to transfer them
to other camps either in or out of the Strip. The Defence Minister
further expressed the hope that UNRWA would continue to
provide the displaced refugees at al-Arish with the usual rations.

However, on July, 20, 1971, demolition of the shelters began
before approval had been received from UNRWA and before this
organization had been able to make the necessary arrangements
for the distribution of rations.

3. In a meeting held in Gaza on July 28, 1971, the Military
Commander of Gaza told the Commissioner-General that the
operation of demolition and deportation would be carried out in
Jabaliya Camp only... that it will comprise a limited number, and
that the refugees whose shelters were destroyed would be trans-
ferred to al-Arish for lack of substitute shelters in the Gaza-Strip.
The operation, he added, had been carried out at the enormous
speed on account of the deteriorating security situation in the
Strip, as the number of murdered personnel had reached 80 in
the past five months!
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4. Yet, despite the promises given to the contrary, the
Israeli authorities performed the same operation of demolition
and deportation of refugees in al-Shati’ camp on August 2, 1971,
and in Rafah Camps on August 15, 1971. Israel did that out of
its own initiative and without consulting or even advising
UNRWA about it.

5. On August 6, 1971, the Commissioner-General drew the
attention of the Israeli Foreign Ministry to the problems and
difficulties caused by their repeated and unpredictable acts, to
the refugees and UNRWA employees: the refugees who are rem-
oved without prior notice and to UNRWA employees who are
not made aware of the refugees’ destination before or after their
removal, so that they could arrange delivery of their rations,
which are their sole source of livelihood.

In fact, UNRWA took such a strong view on the matter that
on August 8, 1971, a strong verbal protest was made to the Israeli
authorities against her behaviour that contravened the U.N. Ge-
neral Assembly’s resolution No. 2675, Chapter 25. That resolution
embodied a number of principles to guarantee the rights of
civilians in the event of armed struggle. Her inimical behaviour
also contravened Articles 49 and 53 of the Covenant adopted by
the Geneva World Convention held on August 12, 1949, in relation
to the rights of civilians during wars.

6. On August 14, 1971, the Commissioner-General again
drew the attention of the Israeli Foreign Ministry to the fact
that the number of houses pulled down in the Gaza-Strip refugee
camps exceeded the number built to shelter them. For that
reason, the Commissioner-General asked the Israeli authorities
to stop demolition and banishment and to expedite erection of
sufficient shelters inside the Gaza-Strip to cope with the number
already homeless.

7. On August 19, 1971, the Commissioner-General was told
in a meeting held in the Defence Ministry that the demolition
operation had been completed in Jabaliya Camp, that it was
nearing completion in al-Shati’ Camp, and that it had been un-
derway in Rafah Camp. He was also told that the number of
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families whose houses were demolished and who were removed
to other places was 1515 up to that date. That meant that the
number of refugees removed exceeded 10,000 persons! Here the
Commissioner-General reiterated his request for the stoppage of
demolition and banishment but the Israeli authorities retorted
by saying that they intend to enlarge their operations so as to
include other areas, such as Khan Younis, Rafah, Deir Al-Balah
and a spot between Deir Al-Balah and Gaza.

8. The demolition operation continued in Rafah Camp up
to August 26, 1971. By this time about 2900 families, comprising
15,000 refugees, had been removed from the three camps (Jaba-
liya, al-Shati’ and Rafah). Out of this number, 350 families
emigrated to al-Arish, 30 to the West Bank, and the rest (about
2520 families) dispersed here and there inside the Gaza-Strip.
Their location is not yet definitely known.

9. The Commissioner-General pointed out that, as of 14.8.71,
70 UNRWA employees had their homes demolished. They and
their families have been left without shelter. Some were compell-
ed to move with their families and household effects to al-Arish
far away from their duty stations.

10. The Agency could ensure distribution of rations to the
refugees who found shelter in Gaza and the whole Strip, to those
who went to the West Bank, but in regard to those who went to
al-Arish, for example...!

11. In conclusion, houses and shelters have been demolished
when there was no reason for it. Out of the number of houses
and shelters that were demolished in the three camps, 4,360 were
erected by UNRWA or with subsidies by her, and 2,000 were
erected by the refugees themselves and with their own hands.

The Commissioner-General requested the Israeli government
to pay just compensation for the houses the Agency erected or
to which the subscribed financially. He also requested improve-
ment of the status of refugees who were removed from their
houses, by giving them houses better than those already given,
and improvement of the sanitary facilities, rendered despicable
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by their demolition and banishment operation, for which the
Agency finds no justifiable reason.

C) Other Disclosures

Security forces blew up, on January 3, two houses in Nablus,
and sealed off a third, following indictment of their owners for
co-operation with terrorists.

Jerusalem Post, January 4, 1971

A Time reporter toured the eastern occupied territories in
January and wrote of «a frenzy of construction and settlement
activity.... Until 1967, Syrian troops used the [Golan] heights as
an artillery platform against the kibbutzim in the northern
Galilee valley below. Now the heights are largely deserted.
Kuneitra, which once had a population of 20,000 has only 300
today.... Smaller Syrian villages are being bulldozed. They provide
refuge for stray dogs, cats and fedayeen....

Time, January 5, 1971

Israeli occupation forces have demolished four houses
belonging to Palestinian commandos, Arab sources [in Nablus]
reported. They said the houses were blown up by army engineers
after they had been evacuated. Their owners were arrested some
months ago on suspicion of belonging to Palestinian commando
organizations and possessing hand grenades.

Daily Star, January 5, 1971

Security forces in Bethlehem demolished a four-room house.
Its owner is believed responsible for a number of terrorist acts
and to have been in possession of arms.

Jerusalem Post, January 8, 1971

The Israeli authorities demolished a house in the village of
Tayasir, near Jenin, on charges that the owner, who is under
detention, is co-operating with Palestinian organizations. Two
houses nearby were blown up last week.

Al-Ittihad, January 12, 1971
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Seven buildings — two cowsheds and five residences — have
been blown up recently by security forces in Kafr Tayasir. The
structures belong to persons known to have co-operated with

terrorists.
Jerusalem Post, January 22, 1971

One of the chief complaints of the Gaza refugees interviewed
in February in the Guardian was that «rows of houses in the
camps had been demolished to make way for new roads.» The
reporter went on to say that this was «part of a deliberate Israeli
policy.»

Guardian, February 2, 1971

Security forces blew up the house of an inhabitant of Beir
Shaur near Bethlehem at the beginning of February. The owner
was charged with having aided terrorists who had infiltrated into
the West Bank from Jordan. A search of the house before the
demolition turned up a quantity of arms and ammunition hidden
under a floor.... Security forces also boarded up two other houses
in the village.... [The owner] has been charged with membership
in a terrorist organisation and of aiding terrorists who had
infiltrated from Jordan.

Jerusalem Post, February 17, 1971

The Christian Science Monitor thought that the resistance
had failed to establish itself on the West Bank due to «harsh
Israeli counter-measures, such as demolishing houses of
suspects,» but the authorities «have not always hit the intended
targets.»

Christian Science Monitor, February 25, 1971

Another house was blown up in Nablus in the wake of the
round-up in January of a Fateh cell in this area. Three buildings
were demolished this time, and two others were blown up about
ten days ago. The most recent demolition was in Hawara, just
outside here. The son of the owner of the building... is suspected
of membership in the cell that was cracked a month ago.

Jerusalem Post, February 28, 1971
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The Christian Science Monitor reported Palestinian historian
Arif al-Arif, who is compiling a record of «every incident connect-
ed with the 1967 war and the Israeli occupation that has follow-
ed» as stating that his dossiers, «which include the names of
each home-owner and the date of demolition, show 7,131 houses
destroyed in occupied areas, not including the Golan Heights,
as of December 31, 1970.»

Christian Science Monitor, March 1, 1971

A few months ago the authorities announced that they were
confiscating extensive areas of Arab owned land in the suburbs
of Beit Gala and Sharfat. According to a new Israeli plan, the
areas will be incorporated into the Municipality of Jerusalem.
The owners of these lands rejected the confiscation order. Two
days ago the authorities forcibly removed the land-owners and
started construction plans in those areas. Contrary to legal
procedure, the authorities did not secure an order from the
central court.

Al-Ittihad, March 5, 1971

At a Knesset meeting, Tawfiq Tubi raised the question of
four houses destroyed under strong police guard in 'Ain al-Assad
village. The Minister of Agriculture claimed that the destruction
was based on a court order obtained by the legal owner of the
land, Faiz Salaimeh.

Al-Ittihad, March 5, 1971

It is understood that about twenty houses, said to be half-
ruined or damaged, in Jerusalem, were ordered to be torn down
as a danger to public safety on the advice of both the security
forces and the police. They were regarded as unoccupied, though
a few had unauthorized tenants. Arabs in the area assert that the
houses were demolished because they were considered a security
risk. They stood above the site of a housing development planned
by the government for 10,000 Jewish families.

The Times, March 25, 1971
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Israeli security forces blew up two houses on the night of
March 23, in a village near Jenin. The owners were arrested two
month ago, suspected of collaborating with commando organiza-
tions. The Israeli forces have blown up twelve houses since last
January, all belonging to people arrested at that time.

Al-Nahar, March 25, 1971

Two houses belonging to Arab commandos were blown up
by Israeli security forces in the occupied West Bank of Jordan,
Arab sources in Jenin and Nablus reported. One was a four-
roomed house in Silat al-Dahar village near Janin, the other a
six-room house in Atsira al-Qabaliya. Another commando-owned
house was blown up over the weekend at Kafr Qalil village near
Nablus. The sources said a delegation of village headmen was
being organized to ask for a meeting with Defence Minister Moshe
Dayan following the demolition last month of fifteen houses be-
longing to members of a Fateh commando network in various
villages. In the Gaza-Strip Israeli security forces also demolished
a number of houses in the past two days, Arab sources said.

Daily Star, March 30, 1971

Israeli bulldozers have demolished more than thirty houses
around the mosque in the ancient Arab village of Nabi Samuel
to start the controversial housing developments for Jewish im-
migrants in the Judean hills outside Jerusalem... At least two
consular representatives from governments highly critical of the
Israeli building plans in the areas occupied in the Six Day War
of 1967 were turned back at the roadblocks and barred from
observing the demolition crews. Four Arab families still living
in the condemned cottages were evicted by the Army.... No
advance warning was given that the houses would be demolished,
even to the local people. «The soldiers just arrived at 5 o’clock
Monday morning,» said a farmer down the road.

International Herald Tribune, April 1, 1971

Israeli security forces demolished three houses which had
served as arms caches and residences of arrested Palestinian
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commandos, Arab sources in the town reported Friday night.
This brought to ten the number of houses blown up or bulldozed
by Israeli sappers in Gaza this week, the sources said.

Daily Star, April 3, 1971

Weapons found hidden in the village of Atsira al-Qabaliya
were handed over to the authorities, on April 6, by the mukhtar.
This followed in the wake of the destruction of six houses in
Atsira and the arrest of 31 suspected terrorists in the area..
Several of the families in Atsira al-Kabaliya whose homes were
demolished have applied to the International Red Cross for help
in housing and food.

Jerusalem Post, April 7, 1971

In a long article, Al-Nahar, the Lebanese newspaper present-
ed a survey of Israeli Judaisation policy in Jerusalem.

Md'ariv wrote in January 14, 1971, that Israeli authorities
had confiscated 14,000 dunums in the suburbs of East Jerusalem.
Early last week, Israeli bulldozers swept out all Arab houses in
Nabi Samuel village as a preparatory step to building a Jewish
suburb near Jerusalem — to be called Ramot — housing ten
thousand Jewish families.

The official notice which appeared in the Israeli Gazette —
in Hebrew — on August 30, 1970, signed by Minister of Finance,
Pinhas Sapir, indicates that the Israelis had taken over 470
dunums of Beit Hanina near Nabi Yakoub camp, 4840 dunums
of the Western lands of Beit Hanina and Nabi Samuel area, 1200
dunums in the district of Qalandia near Jerusalem airport, 2240
dunums of al-Mukabir mountain and Sour Bahir village, 2700
dunums of Beit Safafa village, 100 dunums along the walls of
Jerusalem, 130 dunums in Birkat al-Sultan quarter to the south
west of the wall.

On October 24, 1970, Ha'aretz mentioned that the Ministry
of Housing was building 3000 housing units in East Jerusalem
while Israeli companies were building 500 more units in various
parts of the city. By the end of 1970, it was expected that 698
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units will be completed in Ramat Ashkol while 150 units were
being built on Mount Scopus and 12 buildings in Karm Louis.

On December 13, 1970, Ma’ariv said that the director-general
of the Israeli Ministry of Housing mentioned that 33,000 housing
units will be completed in 1971 on confiscated Arab land in the
suburbs of Jerusalem. Ha'aretz mentioned on November 25, 1970,
that 172 houses were being built in the Jewish quarter and more
were planned for the near future, while 3000 Arabs had been
deported up until now within city walls.

On January 5, 1971, Ha'aretz also mentioned that only 2500
Arab families are remaining in the Jewish quarter and efforts are
being exerted to evacuate them all. Recently 50 shops and 3,000
Arab residents in that quarter were being evacuated.

Al-Nahar, April 9, 1971

The Amman daily al-Difaa announced that, according to a
local source, «the occupation authorities have dynamited the
houses of four inhabitants of the village of Atsira al-Qabaliya
[in the Nablus area] in the occupied West Bank.» The paper gave

no reasons for the demolition.
L'Orient-Le Jour, May 7, 1971

Israeli security forces blew up two houses and closed another
one in the Israeli occupied West Bank of Jordan, Arab sources
reported here [Nablus]. They said that two houses belonging to
Arabs charged with commando activities were demolished in
Bank el-Hatab village near here. The third house had all the doors
and windows blocked up by concrete.

Daily Star, May 15, 1971

Four more houses in the Jenin area were blown up by the
security forces following the arrest of their occupants on charges
of terrorist activity. The four houses — three in Jenin and one
nearby Kabatiya — were among the score of others marked for
demolition after the round-up of a terrorist network in the area
six weeks ago. The mayor of Jenin, Mr. Husni al-Souki, and a
number of mukhtars from villages where houses have been
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