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w ith its reluctance to say anything about the behavior of
the British 'forces. It has been 17 days since the British
security forces attaclced Jews in T el A viv and killed five,
and a prom ised report has not yet appeared.”
If the British had the least interest in friendly relations
between the two peoples of Palestine, one w ould suppose
that they m ight have tried to stop the two-year old Arab
boycott. Actually they have done n othing to stop it. T hey
have encouraged it by their passivity. In fact, the boycott
is to the narrow econom ic advantage of the British, since
the Food M inistry records that in 1946 British food export
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to the M iddle East had grow n fivefold. A nd a British
trade com m ission visiting Syria said at a press conference
in D am ascus recently: “If you continue to boycott Zionist
products, w e are sure you w ill achieve your national aims•”
W e have given only a few instances of British instigation
of Arab-Jewish antagonism . T h e history of British rule in
Palestine is in fact the history of such provocation. T h e
evidence of the unfitness of the imperialist British regim e
to supervise an interim period of settlement of the Palestine
problem is overw helm ing. A supervisory body can serve
only under collective U nited N ations auspices.

A JEWISH STATE RISES IN BIROBIDJAN
By J • M. Budish
^TpHE thirtieth anniversary of the U nion of Soviet Socialist Republics has special significance for the Jewish people. It is in that country that a new era dawned
for the Jews bringing them hope, encouragem ent and
promise at the tim e of their greatest distress. T h e new day
had its crow ning achievem ent in the establishm ent and
developm ent of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion. Birobid jan has become an anchor for our hopes, renew ing our
faith in m an’s progress and the certainty that national and
racial equality w ill conquer all forms of national and racial discrim ination and oppression.
T h e designation in 1928 of the territory of Birobidjan
for Jewish settlement had a tw ofold purpose. In the European part of the Soviet U nion, the funds of unoccupied,
cultivatable land that could be made available for Jews
desiring to take up farm ing was practically exhausted.
Birobidjan provided opportunities for additional substantial numbers of Jews to settle on land and engage in agriculture, forestry, fishing, etc. But, above all, Birobidjan
presented the Jews of the Soviet U nion w ith the opportunity to develop their ow n statehood.
T h e late president of the U SSR , M ichael I. K alinin,
explained these purposes in an address to the workers of the
M oscow industries on May 28, 1934. Said K alinin:
“T hree m illion Soviet Jews are the only nationality in
the U SSR that has no statehood. . . . In the Jewish A utonom ous R egion, Birobidjan, there w ill develop a great socialist construction and hand in hand w ith a genuine
socialist Jewish culture. . . . H o w are people regenerated?
T hey are regenerated by contact w ith the hard, almost
virgin nature of the region, through the great creative effort that it dem ands. . . . Just like the early A m erican
cowboys, the Birobidjan people w ill have to conquer naJ. M. B U D ISH , executive vice-president of the American Birobidjan Com m ittee (A m bijan), is an economist and an expert
on Soviet affairs.
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ture. Naturally, the developm ent of a great region is a
tim e-consum ing process. . . . I consider Birobidjan as a
Jewish national state. T h e elevation of Birobidjan to the
status of an A utonom ous R egion [in 1934] is a result o f
the w ill of the Jewish masses to strengthen the work in
Birobidjan and develop Jewish national statehood. . . •
A s to the transformation o f this region into a Republic,
it is merely a matter of time. . . . T o create a republic
out o f a region w ill be easier than it was to transform a
district [county] into a region. T h e elevation of the Rcgion to the status of Republic depends on the efforts o f
the toiling Jews them selves.”

A Rich Area
Birobidjan is located in the Far Eastern territory of the
Soviet U nion, in the bend of the A m ur River above
Manchuria. Its area is fifteen thousand square m iles. It
extends from the village of O bluchie in the west alm ost up
to the city of Khabarovsk on the east— a distance of 200
m iles along the Trans-Siberian Railroad. It is bounded on
the South by the A m ur River w hich separates the region
from M anchuria for a distance of over four hundred
m iles. A lthough it lies about five thousand m iles east
of M oscow, it is no further from the equator than D u luth, M innesota, Paris, or Montreal. Its clim ate is sim ilar
to that of the states of M aine and M innesota, but has m uch
more sunshine. T his clim ate is quite favorable for such
crops as spring wheat, early varieties of m aize, potatoes,
oats, soy beans, rice, grapes and all vegetables. T h e
abundance o f fine flowers m ake it one of the leading
honey-producing areas of the Soviet U n io n . Its clim ate
and vegetation m ake the region adaptable for large-scale
livestock-raising.
H eavy w oods cover about 32 per cent of the entire
area and the timber resources are estim ated at tw o and one-
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h alf billion cubic feet. T h is form s an excellent basis for
the building and furniture industries and for the production of pulp and paper. T h e forests teem w ith fur-bearing
anim als, in clu d ing som e valuable species such as sables,
foxes, bears, racoons, squirrels, deer, ete.
T h e northern part of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion is
covered by the foot of the K ingan M ountains abounding in
rich deposits of useful m inerals: coal, iron ore, m olybdenum , lead, m agnesite, dolom ite, gold and graphite. Recently, large desposits of these were discovered in Birobidjan. T h e region has practically inexhaustible supplies
of construction minerals, such as lim estone, marble, clay
and sand, and some 40,000 acres of peat deposits.
T he region derives its name from the tw o rivers, Biro
and Bidjan, running from north to south and em ptying
into the A m ur River. T h e total length of all rivers and
lakes of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion is som e 2,000
m iles. T h e lakes and rivers of Birobidjan abound in fish,
supplying the basis for a thriving fishing and canning industry. T h e hardy, healthy clim ate and rich natural resources of Birobidjan have m ade possible for the new
Jewish settlers, w ith the assistance of the U SSR as a w hole,
to develop in a comparatively short tim e agriculture and
industries w hich have made the region not only selfsustaining but also enabled it to provide surpluses for the
Red A rm y during W orld W ar II and to offer a haven for
thousands of Jewish war orphans, evacuees and refugee
Jews in the present period of postwar rehabilitation.

Jews Rooted in the Land
There are about 2 ,000,000 acres of tillable soil in the
region. U p to the establishm ent of the Jewish A utonom ous
R egion, the area under cultivation was so sm all that the
average annual increase in the cultivated areas am ounted
to only a few hundred acres. In the past ten years, how ever, more than 17,000 acres of forest land have been
cleared and 84,000 acres of virgin land were brought under cultivation. D u rin g the same period, 27,000 acres of
marshland were drained. A t present, the region has a
total cultivated area of 123,550 acres.
Most significant is the transformation of the new Jewish settlers, former artisans and trading people into highly
skilled farmers. O ne of the oldest Jewish collective farms
in the region, W aldheim , was represented at the A ll U nion
A gricultural Exhibition in M oscow in 1938-1941 and received prem ium s for m any of its excellent crops.
Cattle-breeding has also m ade record gains. A lm ost
two-thirds of the sixty-six collective farms in the region
have three cattle-farms each; one-quarter have four each
and ten per cent tw o each. T here are 300 head of cattle
in each kolkhoz farm and up to 600 cattle in each of the
five state farms of the region. A b eginning has also been
m ade in horse-raising and the region has five horse-breedin g farms.
A nother im portant branch of agriculture is apiculture;
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there is hardly a kp^K^oz i n Birobidjan w ithout a beehive. A t present there are 84 bee houses in the collective
farms, w ith 10,000 hives. T h e present plan provides for
increasing the num ber of beehouses to 2,500, w ith 250,000
hives w hich w ould produce 5,000 tons of honey a year.
It is im portant to em phasize that the new Jewish
settlers in their struggle to conquer this virgin land have
succeeded not only in developing a large cultivated area
and establishing m any successful collective farms, but have
also developed outstanding Jewish agriculturists wellknow n throughout the entire Far East.

Industrial Center Rises
T h e progress of industrial developm ent has paralleled
that of agriculture. A t the tim e Birobidjan was designated
for Jewish settlem ent there were practically no industries
there. T h e only railroad station w ithin the region at w hich
the Trans-Siberian express w ould stop for a m inute was
Tikhonkaya (in English it m eans “quiet”) —a little village of a few hundred people. O ut of this village grew the
present capital of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion, Birobidjan City, w ith a population of over 40,000. Biror
bidjan City is a thriving, industrial, agricultural and cultural center of the region. It has m any fine buildings,
paved streets, asphalt sidewalks, and last year it also got
a system of water supply and sewage disposal.
A m o n g the older industrial establishm ents in the city
are the large clothing factory, furniture factory, leather
factory, saw m ill, plyw ood plant, barrel plant, w agon
plant, brick works, m echanized bakery, printing shop,
electric power station and several food and beverage producing plants. T h e large m achine and autom obile repair
shops w hich service the eight m achine tractor stations
of the region are rapidly becom ing the initial units for a
m achine producing and repairing industry. T h e W orld
W ar retarded the rapid industrial developm ent of Birobidjan. H ow ever, im m ediately after the war, n ew industrial construction began again on a large scale.
T h e building of a large textile m ill was started in March
1945, and the first com pleted section of this m ill was put
into operation this year. T h e production capacity of this
com bine w hen com pleted w ith 6,780 spindles and 190
loom s, w ill be five m illion meters of fabrics a year. It w ill
also produce large quantities of felt and yarn for the knitgoods industry. A new shoe factpry began production in
A ugust 1946. Its total initial capacity w ill be 15,000 pairs
a year. H ow ever, the plant provides for the extension of
its capacity to 100,000 pairs a year. A large candy factory
is in operation now .

Expanding the Industrial Area
Birobidjan City is not the only industrial center o f the
R egion. L ondoko, w ith its great lim e plant, is industrially
im p ortaA t. Its present output is 40,000 tons o f lim e a year,
b u t it is being expanded and its capacity w ill be doubled
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by the end of this year. N ear Londoko at T cploye Ozero
(W arm L ake) the construction of a large cem ent plant
has begun. T h is w ill be the biggest cem ent plant in the
entire Far East. In the tow n of Birokan the first pulp
and paper plant of Birobidjan has just been put in operation. O n the Birofeld H igh w ay, not far from the City of
Birobidjan* a new tile factory w ith a capacity of 350,000
tiles a year has just started. N ear the railroad station
O bluchie are located the w ell-know n Sutari gold works,
third largest in size in the U SSR .
T h e U shum an coal m ines have started to produce coal
during the present year. A pencil factory from local
graphite and cedar w ood is being built. D u rin g the war
the R egion started the production of trailers for m ilitary
vehicles and parachutes. T h ese war industries arc n ow
being converted to peacetime production.
T h e construction and railroad industries are m aking
rapid strides. T h e building of im proved highw ays, housing
facilities, schools and public buildings is one of the major
tasks of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion at present. W h ile
Birobidjan has all the necessary raw materials and can
easily obtain the needed labor force, since tens of thousands
of new settlers are applying daily for adm ission to Birobidjan, the R egion suffers from an acute shortage of construction machinery.
There are tw enty railroad stations w ithin the geographical lim its of Birobidjan. T here are large railroad depots
and shops at Obluchie, Inn and Birobidjan City. W h ile
there were no Jewish railroad workers am ong the original
Jewish settlers of Birobidjan a substantial number of
highly skilled locom otive engineers, foremen and conductors, stationmasters, etc., have been trained in the
R egion. A num ber of new railroad branch lines are under
construction, connecting such im portant industrial enterprises as the U shum an coal m ines w ith the Trans-Siberian
Railway.

Jewish Self-Government
Birobidjan enjoys full self-governm ent in all local affairs,
including regional agriculture and industrial planning
and developm ent, police, m ilitia, health and sanitation,
local taxation and the collection of federal taxes. T h e local
authorities are elected by the local population, and the
R egion is represented on the C ouncil of N ationalities of
the Suprem e Soviet of the U SSR . By the establishm ent of
the Jewish A utonom ous R egion, the Soviet U nion presented the Jews w ith the opportunity of acquiring all the
attributes of a nation, thus enabling them to develop their
o w n culture, national in form and socialist in content, on
the basis of the historic continuity of the cultural heritage
o f the Jewish people.
T h e sound econom ic, social and political foundations
have m ade possible for the Jewish A utonom ous R egion to
develop w ithin the short tim e of only thirteen years into
one of the most im portant centers of Jewish culture in the
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world. Wc shall briefly describe its major cultural achievements.
T h e cultural developm ent of Birobidjan is o f s p e c ia l.
historic significance. A t present Birobidjan is the only
Jewish com m unity where Y iddish culture embraces every
hum an endeavor as the super-structure of the production
relationships of the R egion. It is the only center where
Y iddish culture is developing on the sure foundation o f
the entire econom ic, social and political life. H ere Y iddish is the language of the com m unity in its everyday life:
in the marketplace, in governm ent institutions, in the
schools as the language* of instruction, in the courts, in
industry, trade and transportation.

Developing Jewish Culture
T h e Y iddish school system of Birobidjan has no parallel
anywhere in the world. There are nurseries, kindergartens,
elem entary schools, high schools, four colleges, a m usic
school, a school for physical culture, courses o f kindergarten teachers, agricultural experim ental and research
stations, evening and day schools for adults, schools for
civics, libraries, reading rooms and clubs. T h e writer had
the opportunity to visit the public schools, high schools
and colleges of Birobidjan. It was a real thrill to w atch
the classes in mathem atics, physics, chem istry and natural
sciences conducted in the Yiddish language, and exam ine
the student’s notebooks in the same language. T h e educational standards of the Birobidjan schools and colleges are
second to none. T hey w ould do credit to sim ilar educational institutions anywhere. Even though the R egion still
lacks adequate school equipm ent and supplies and is short
of textbooks, the school educational level compare favorably w ith that prevailing in m ost civilized countries.
T h e four-year norm al school for teachers in the C ity o f
Birobidjan has already supplied the R egion w ith several
hundred teachers. T h e Agricultural T echnicum , also w ith
a four-year course, in Stalinsk on the A m ur River, provides
a grow ing num ber of scientific agriculturists. O f the four
experim ental research stations in the various districts o f
the R egion, one is devoted to all crops w hile the other
three specialize respectively in seeds, vegetables and fruits.
In this connection, w e should m ention the Y iddish scientific publications of the staff of the college and experim ental stations, including B. Gottlieb, Z olotnitzky and D . Sokolsky on such subjects as the various crops of the Jewish
A utonom ous Region.
T h e M edical C ollege in the City of Birobidjan offers a
four-year course for a ssiia n t physicians. T h e railroad college has already giVen the R egion 625 railway technicians.
T h e seven-year music school graduated 80 students in 1947
and its present enrollm ent consists o f som e 100 students
of violin, piano, clarinet and bayan (a local m usical instrum ent). In 1947, a b eginning has been m ade for the
establishm ent of an art school for children. T h e k now n
Leningrad Jewish painter, T sim erinov, has settled in Biro-
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bidjan and conducts tw o art schools for talented children,
o n e at the H ou se of Pioneers and the other at the Child ren ’s H o m e for war orphans. Som e fifty children attend
these tw o schools. A t this w riting, w e have received word
that first steps have been taken to establish a full-fledged
Jewish State U niversity in Birobidjan City.

Study of Yiddish Obligatory
Last year, the study of the Y iddish language was made
obligatory for the non-Jewish schools of the R egion. T h is
year, a special textbook, Yiddish for Non-Jews, has been
published by H . Rabinko. It seems to us that this is the
only case where a textbook of that nature has becom e a
necessity for units of the regular school system anywhere
in the world.
A m o n g other cultural institutions are the Jewish State
Theater, w hich is the pride of the R egion; the Central
Library bearing the nam e of Sholom A leichem in Birobidjan City, w hich has a total of 150,000 volum es (110,000
titles), including som e 29,000 on Judiaca; 29 libraries
throughout the R egion, 44 reading rooms, 24 clubs, six
houses of culture, 27 stationary and 10 portable m oving
picture houses, 15 radio sub-stations, num erous choruses
and m usic ensembles, several vocational schools, parks of
rest and culture and the R egional m useum devoted to the
flora, fauna and paleontology of Birobidjan and the history of R egional developm ent, to exhibits of Jewish culture, from ancient times to the present including a special
departm ent— “T h e Jew and H u m an C ulture”— devoted to
the contributions of such outstanding Jews as Spinoza,
Marx, H eine, M endelssohn, Rubenstein, etc.
T h e rapid developm ent of educational institutions in
Birobidjan is reflected in a grow th of the educational
budget: 2,400,000 rubles in 1934; 18,400,000 in 1946; the
appropriation for 1947 is over 22,000,000 rubles.
Birobidjan press and literature deserve m uch more space
than w e can give it here. T h e R egion has one Y iddish
newspaper in the City of Birobidjan, Der Stern (T h e
S tar), and several in the various district centers. A number
o f talented writers and poets, dramatists and plastic artists
have grow n up during this short period of tim e in the
Jewish A utonom ous Region and have a prom inent place
am ong the Jewish writers of the Soviet U nion and throughout the w orld. T h e sm all group of Birobidjan painters—
L . Sevin, N . Gorshm an, Sism an and Rosenblit—are distinguished by their full appreciation of the specific character of the Birobidjan landscape and the natural, industrial
and social life of the R egion. Their studies, sketches and
paintings reflect the pioneering life and rapid construction
o f the Jewish A utonom ous R egion.

New Immigration Facilitated
Early in 1947 the C ouncil of M inisters of the Soviet
U n io n issued instructions to all Soviet Republics to facili
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tate in every possible way the immigration of new Jewish
settlers to Birobidjan. Two big contingents of new settlers
arrived in Birobidjan during the first six m onths of this
year—one of 116 fam ilies early in March and another of
555 fam ilies and a group of Jewish war orphans on July 2.
T h e organization of the third large contingent of new
Jewish settlers is now taking place. In addition, a substantial num ber of new fam ilies have arrived in Birobidjan
singly or in small groups. T h e Jewish A utonom ous R egion
has, since the conclusion of the war, accepted thousands of
refugee and evacuee Jewish war^ orphans and is m aintaining them w ith the cooperation of the A m erican Birobidjan
Com m ittee. Four special children’s hom es in Birobidjan
City, L ondoko, W aldheim and Bira have been organized
for that purpose.
There is an increasing popular desire am ong the Jewish
masses of the Soviet R egions that had been occupied and
largely destroyed by the nazis to go to Birobidjan and participate in the upbuilding of this Jewish state. T o quote
only tw o instances: Efraim Granovsky, a Crim ean farmer,
writes in the nam e of fifty farm fam ilies: “W e are envious
of the fortunate Jews w ho have already arrived in Birobidjan; our aspiration to settle in the Jewish A utonom ous
Region is very great.” Another Jew, H a im H eis, states:
“My strongest desire is to go to Birobidjan and contribute
w ith my ow n labor to the upbuilding of the Jewish A utonom ous Region. I am not afraid of any difficulties. I
k now how to w ork.”
T h e natural resources of Birobidjan m ake possible for
it to absorb hundreds of thousands of new settlers and
provide a high standard of living. T h e real difficulty arises
from the lack of housing facilities and m arginal machinery
and tools. U nder present conditions, keeping in m ind the
unprecedented destruction suffered by the Soviet Union
in the war, these m arginal facilities can be provided locally
only relatively slow ly. T h e great num ber of Jews seekipg
an opportunity to go to Birobidjan are thus unable to be
received im m ediately. T h e cooperation of Am erican Jews
w ould play an im portant part in facilitating and hastening the developm ent of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion.
It is im possible to overestimate the historic significance
of the Jewish A utonom ous R egion to the Jews of the world.
It is a convincing exam ple to every civilized country that
full equality for the Jewish people, as w ell as for all national
m inorities, is w ithin the reach of the democratic forces of
the com m unity. W hat has been achieved in one great country can and m ust be achieved in every democratic country.
Jewish equality, the developm ent of Jewish culture on a
basis of the historic continuity of the Jewish cultural heritage, has been proved by Birobidjan to be of benefit not
only to the Jews but t o the country as a w hole. It lends
encouragem ent and confidence in the struggle of all progressive forces for the elim ination o f bigotry, discrim ination and anti-Sem itism . Birobidjan has provided the Jews
w ith all the attributes of a nation. It has opened a n ew era
in the history of the Jewish people.
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