,Jews~~'nnotbe expected to play the fool as damage is done
and the Zionist movement as a result of the new government's

:<'I\'m'""ri"".n

Am~ican

most important arena in which
Jews can do something about
' i s the upcoming World Zionist Congress (WZC), scheduled
in
in Jerusalem. The W
will determine the future of the
nn"IIIt>lri" •• 1 World Zionist Organization (WZ ) and as each party in the Knesset
rpI"Pi\/PC: twice the delegates to the WZC as they have in Israel's Parliament, the
,iargest delegation to th,e Congress, that of Israel, will be controlled by the Likud
'and itsaJJje~:
The, 'futllre of the World Zionist Organization will therefore largely lie with
•the second iargest delegation - the Americans. The only real way American
Zionists can vote against Menachem Begin's take-over of the World Zionist
apparatus is to' vote for American Zionist organizations affiliated to the
opposition in Israel.
, 1t seems tome that the organization that has taken the most principled stand
against the Likudis Americans for Progressive Israel/Hashomer Hatzair, affiliated
,with Israel's MapamParty. In addition the Labor Zinnist Alliance should be,
. seriously considered despite the failings of the Labor government that Begin
replaced. ,
Many, people active in the Jewish counter-politics/counter-culture have
refused to take part in WZO activities in the past either because of the WZO's
overwhelming political bureaucracy or because they found the WZO's Jerusalem
program implausible as a minimum program for Zionists. The time for
, ideological purity on these matters is past with the danger of a Likud take-over
of. the WZO; That is, unless one wants most Israel information and shlichim in
America' to'come from Mr. Begin's camp for the next four years.
, The danger is clear and present. The first step in responding to it is to vote
against Ukud and for groups such as Americans for Progressive Israel and the
Labor Zionist- Alliance in the upcoming World Zionist elections.
-M.C.
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WE SKIP A SEASON, BUT NOT AN ISSUE
With this issue, RESPONSE attempts to come into
harryipny with the changing of the seasons and bring forth
the magazine in the middle of the designated season
instead of at its end or thereafter. Thus there is not now
nor will. there ever bea Summer, 1977 issue of
''RESPONSE, but we still maintain our numbering sequence
""with No. 34. Subscribers need not fear - your
subscriptions are keyed to, numbers and not to seasons.

For'Nadia Borochov Ovsey on her 94thbirthday.
Introduction l
, ' ; , '"
"
,
Not long after he became a political exile from Czar~:st

n,.:;:_;::;'~,"'.i,"':""'",:":"""",:: .. :;,:,,,

1907, Ber Borochov, a young man in his mid-twenties;. 8:,tteln;dl~da;:::,:<:,;'~,!t.',
lecture by Vladimir Illych Lenin in Liege"oBelgium.' At the :c~~:!Gj~'6:~,'!:f:.:(,:;:!t;';i':'i(';:,,~;!~
Lenin's talk, Borochbv stood up and began
,
the c
:'.B(jlstle\l"tk~;<:;",,·:;:'.'.'i'{:i:\l,:
Socialist Zionism. In reply the man who was to lead
to power in1917 laughed and told Borochov that h.e was trying
both "here -and there." You, Lenin said" are trYing tosltQn
chairs at once. The problem is, you are not even onthetwo L,,":;U"'~I~"''-('"''''''''':''''''i'''
2
"
you are on the empty space between them.
", " ,
Borochov, the founder of Marxist Zi'onisffi, no doubt
the full significance of Lenin's words. In Borochov's y!ew,
and socialists had failed to adequately come to' gnps',\II/',·th""'tn~;<:',::::,(::·;,:,):':"'"
question of ~ationalism. If, according to Mafx t ., '
spectre haunting Europe, for Borochov natlOn.allsm
,haunting socialism.
. ' ,'"
The task Ber Borochov set for hi,mself shortly af~er the
20th 'century was to synthesize socialism and na'tionapsm.,
concern was the Jewish problem and a solution to it that
once socialist and nationalist. He 'was~nvvilling" tq
premise that one must choose to sit either on the'chair
or, the chair of nationalism, but not on both. As
question was concerned either chair, in isolation seE~medT[]se(:u~e\J:()ii'ii!,[/:)i:
him, to say the least. For Borochov there was ind;e~a' sDi3ce!b,~ltw'e~'1;::,i:.;~!,
the two chairs - a space to be filled by a SOCialist m()ve'nien:JtLt:~~""'!"<;':"'i'ii':,)'!,::)A~ .ii
Jewish national self-determination in Palestine.
"
This year marks Borochov's 60th,yahrzeit and
1GOth anniversary of his birth. While many

©
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untirn~r'1:;,"i~~:~I!~:{::i;~!,ii:~;I:~I;~~':~0;;,i!:~\,~i
complete study of Borochov's :Iifeand ideas is yet ~~i~i~l~!r~I~1
material available about himi'n English is scarce~ii' " ,
about' his Socialist Zionism, since his

having no aspirations to being definitive, aims at dhivv "
the lite and key ideas of a man who, as ,a thedret" .
activist, had a profound effect' c)Othe early SdCia'IISI.:',\,;ancJ,i'l
Zionist movement. It also hopes to stimulate ani:ntere!ss:t~".'.:'~i~1~i~~:ti~t;::::I~!;;(::?t")i\)!:::i;i;
Zionist thought and history in general and B~rocbDvil1 0
Young "Borya"
Ber Borochov was born on June '21;1881
Ukraine. Two months later his parents' movedba :Kg'!~~~.~13~~:!(')'i:,jj'!;;;i;i;;i::j~~
hometown of Poltava (also in the Ukraine) where hewasi"'b
The time and place of his birth are quite significcint:,ln t'l,I,::e,:lt~;chile;,:);:,·::• ,•.:,>,:,}
year Czar Alexander II was assassinated by populist r~dic.als;:J.t i';;;,~~J:':.·'",?i.:·.':':'~1';;j:!:
the beginning of a decade of pogroms that would turn people like
L. Pinsker and Moshe Leib Lilienblum into Zionists and led~:
formation of Russian Zionist groups such as thel-iovevei Zion.-"·"",.>;,,',,·',:':'I' . :,":';":',:,',J,):":i:i,:;';',:';:"
Nineteen years earlier a German Jewish socialist named '
wrote a little noticed book entitled Rome and Jerusa/enicalling'"
socialist Jewish state in Palestine. Five, years before Borochov's
a Vilna-born political exile named A. S. Liberman'organized thE~f:i!r:#,~::,:i',i;;:;t;";~f;. ,i';'i,,:,
association of Jewish workers in London,the iAgudat'ha.-SO·,zla,{fstiqt . "","', ".,." ..
ha-Ivrim (Hebrew Socialist ·Union).3 In the decades ~aftei
Jewish socialist circles began to appear in the Pale 'of-BettIe' m@.int":'",J,,!!:~:\:;·"':'o':
'culminating in the founding of the Jewish Labo"r. Bund.in ,......01,'".· . '...,.........".,;;:;"',,."';.::;,:;:':.":,
the birth of the Socialist Zionist movement ~t the;turn
'",a.:I"I~'"",,,,""""'''''''''''''
centu ry. The same period witnessed the steady growthpf the ~gs.~!'f)n"IC\::.'::,/!.~i;:}\"
revol uti onary movements. Lev Daviqovitch BJonstein~. lat~r.,.,.~~ncn"'I~:>aS);:'{ \.,::+,.:;::1
Leon Trotsky, was born two years before Boro.chO\l,in the ,~'IrQ1vince:<,<·y,:/:;:';I"gi
of Poltava.
The town in which Borochov spent his youth was ia mlCrC).C,:OSII]}),;,C:>t;::Si
these currents. Yitzchak Ben Zvi (then Y. Shimshelevi-ti: ·()rld"<:laiter
second Pre,sident of Israel), one ofBorochov's good fj-j~nds-t<f:cl.rn:;-th.e
age of twelve or thirteen, has written that poltavawas lol.'~,a.',t)ia;cWv;,
had no factories OJ large industry arid had an ecc)j1.()mV"i)asec:l";!'Qr(;().i:,;;,.
small crafts and flourmills.4lt was,not, however, a
and had museu ms, Iibraries and theaters. Jews began settlirlOc·ttie!.'fEfiin
the late 18th century. By the late 1870s there were atllnlJ.1t<4.,UUH.::J,
.U"I:" .•

r
}::;';,

i

residence, a figure which would
over the 11,000 mark by the
1890s.. The Poltava Jewish c mmunity was well organized,
rir,n·nr'oC'''C'i\lo.
'early center of Zi nist activities.
.. Poltava had yet another distincti n - the Czarist regime used it as
.' ,~,an exile for revolufionaries. 5 Thus with Zionists and revolutionaries
living inhis hometown, the background was set for the "intense
.. ' spirituaFan9 public life" Ber Borochov was to lead. 6
86th of his parents were maskilim (modernistic Jews influenced
.. by . the· Haskalah or "Enlightenment"). Moshe Aharon Borochov,
.whose' parents died when he was quite young, had gone to the
renown~ Volozhin Yeshiva but had nonetheless managed to study
,'.' German, algebra afld other secular subjects. He returned to Poltava at
age .21, was rejected for military service and shortly thereafter
married his cousin, Chaya Rachel, who was influenced by Rousseau's
theories of child-rearing. 7
Moshe Aharon was an active member and later secretary of Poltava
Hovevei Zion which often met in the Borochov home. He was a
noted Hebraist and teacher. In fact Borya, as he was known to his
. , family, was born in Volotonoshi and not Poltava because his father
had gone to the smaller town in an unsuccessful attempt to start a
J~wish school there.
.

Among those to whom Moshe Aharon Borochov taught the
Hebrew language were the Blaustein family's children, one of whom,
Rac~el, was to become one of the most famous Hebrew poets in
Palestine. 8 As a teacher licensed by the government, Borya's father
\,,{as'hardly.suspect'of harboring radicals or il/egalliterature - which
he and his ,wife did nonetheless. Young Borya thus had easy access to
an array of "subversive" materials.
'
.. The oldest of eight children, Ber Borochov was a restless, spirited
. and Insatiably curious youth. He enjoyed singing, swimming and the
.. theater. Heading Was one of his fa.vorite pastimes. The youngster's
." ...',:.............,'. interest in travel stories led him to an attempt to build a flying
uairship" after reading Jules Verne's The Clipper of the Clouds.
. For the first two or three years of his life Borya's parents spoke
.;'!".lat home.·lNhen they discovered that Yiddish accents resulted
;'i:.x:"::i!fT·IProblems for students at the gymnasium, they began to speak
Borya's Russian accent was to become flawless. 9 He was
read Russian at age three. His sister Nadia, who was two and a
. 1 ' .....U ....

wa~

i'reiCOI~.h.1($::~I~':?J~::i/)'.;::

.half yearS his junior and with whom he
verycl'(:"j':s:e',
their mother read to them' reguJ.arly at bedtirt.. l.~:,U::,"/ .~Ohj~r:·:E~V~lliljn,g
four-year-old Borya marched to his father~s .'b·d.lo.:lk:(;~.lse::aflldL;b~~t;tA
going through his father's books, wfHchwere,forploa.~JJ.i:~:.t,~t;i~ql
children in their early years~l 0 Borochov~as' to':I:.dleVE!I:opk!::
characteristic love of knowledge arid . constantly . s.()tJ,,~.lttt'.;r:f1'iQ'~e

advanced reading. By the time hegr~duated ,in t~,O~fro~ .. ,I.~.'~i)~~~~~';";~j\ti;~;;j!;t;:;<?;}
gy~nasium he was fluent in his knowledge()f hlerat~r~.·,
economics mathematics, philosophy and several langua.ges, T,lrlcIUaiinQ\i;'i:::;U;::
Latin, Gre'ek, Sanskrit and of course Hebrewapd .~ussian ·NlJheIJ'I1I',e:, •.\'r::
was twelve Nadia asked him why he wasintereste~in San;:sKrit>alndihei.·/{'r\,p,
informed her that "most o(the languages"were based:',or:l>, I',., ''''','''.'' ...''..... " . ,
Borochov was later to develop a passionate.<interest in' p~ilo·logY"'.·".:,j:':i:·,'··:.:;': .• i;,:r'+:'p:i.:;''' •.
.

'

.

.

.
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In addition to being intellectLJally advanced;, Bor:Y,a was.':~,~'~".'~~':<'i:)i':~;!i':~:ii;"::
extremely s~nsitive child. Nadia tells of h~w o~Ge, at the age ~f . -,.,.,.,,. . . .",. '. . :. . .'.
he came across a vendor selling caged birds In the Poltava~,rna.,:.1'~".~, ",.::':},,'('\!i.,;/.,i,,/:r.;
place. The young boy, who was taking a short"c.ut thrOught9W~' ,
the way to cheder, decided that he. had· to ,IIb.erate .at, I~a.~jt.!(:~n~:·:";;\:i,./,~::}i::'!'\i;0
bird." The vendor informed him that the least expensive b,I.:.,~.',':" .. .,'. . ,· . i:·.'.• ·:"", ..,.',;.,,i ••
seven kopeks, much more than a youngster of his ~ge'wo:u~~J;d~t·,'J··:f~~;E:'{.i;;i::.:.e;(:'iii!:'!i.
have. Borya ran home but his mother was ~ot there. Hke06Eik~'~;I.I(t,",.;~~;';;i'i,'1;
money anyw,ay and told Nadia, "Tell mama I took seven
needed it very badly, I'll explain when I get ~omeJ:' He,.' t.,.ui{ctliasiea);;:',:::,:,;~i~:,,:::
, the bird, put it under his shirt and ran to schoolwher~he iI1J'9rnQ~~~:.,,··.,··•. j)·<;i:i.ti:'
his classmateS that after class a bird w,ould ·be . libie'rc!itedIC:"\··,.·:·:·'i?,';;',.<
Unf~rtunately the rabbi found out and,~r.lnounced" II'(OU. VVClI••.,,-, .. ·,,,::, •.• ,.:.:,.,', .... ,'
liberate a bird? You steal money from your mother?'Y9~ ~OITI~i!,':!a't~;.,~ \C,:·;i·~,;ik~:'
to cheder and upset the whole class? Here, g,o liberateth.'~~~~;t~f"iI~i~~i>;:;},::;;:\i,ili'iiii;j
rabbi promptly threw the bird out the .wind~w~ ~ .~ew" d
Borya came to Nadia with plans to publish a. maga~ln~ ·cle(~Jc~c~~~(~·/:~,>:?·"·0:~i'<ji~i;
to the liberation of birds} 1
.
,:
.. . . ' , . ' .• ,:",.. I::·.§:.,i'. . ,i: .:. •. '•.. 'c!i',
Although Borya's political activities dipn't~reaIlY.begl .
was .19 he must have developed a social consCiousness ea '1~.I,.::"'I't.:·,I,I·!
teens. His father made a point of tellin'g his childreqoft·. I,·e:.lJ,is1:oii¢at
significance of each of the Jewish holidays~~2 . Bo!rY~3)FtU$c:tlJS!;eq:<W!&;'(:?1 <:i.
Palestine with his friend Shimshelevitz a~d tw,,?e,
sixteen, tried to leave for thatfar~off land, o~ly tOl.J.'~~~~~~;~.~~:~~~~~B~Jl{'~~;:t~ti)::t!)'{
neighboring towns. Once Borya was fou.nd Wlth;asE y!:>,';i';/.i.'~:;: .'i.,: : r:,.,: }:."

hand .. He explained that he knewtnat he ·wo,UJtL:OI;lel:la'J(oE~!!~
and had held his hand over a candle to prove th~~fti.e.'d6tJ:.ld·'wittu;ta:lrit
torture without betraying his friends.l 3
By the time Borochov was 17 or 18 he w.a. s\.deeoIVinv(jl\1l~d'~lin.L:ti:i!
studies in philosophy.; He taught philosophy to. his 'friien'ids;~i~\an(
lectured on topics as diverse as Ibsen, N:ietzsche.~ Stirm.~. r. LemCI'.i~IO
Ben Zvi recounts that there was a saying in Poltava: "If ('(')p.\,i::,~.~I;~.~'~~~~.·::(f}·.~,~:;:;}i!;iN:I"·
Kqnt and Schopenhauer from the cent~al.lib.rqry, it"
Borochov and his chevra (comrades) are dea'ling. n..,. •••· .•. :. ir!I:):§:~rm~.·.~.·.'• ·• i,\";• ·,~,;\·,,·'.)'
philosophy."l4
.
In 1900 Borya Borochov graduated from the p:olta'va .9.)~m.I~~~,iCl.~?'iirI;';jii,:?\;/
The gymnasia's director characterized him as"Quiei,' m··
talk much ... deals with nonsense."l s. Because' of \'ar\ti;-serr':li~isrnl;:\';{F,Y·,'():i,\
Borya was refused a gold medal at school. Soon' after . ., .
Borochov moved to Ekaterinoslav (now Dnepropetrovsk) .. lt·:··.··· ~;,;,;, ... ""';
there that he would first make his mark as a politica(·lead~r· U.':',''''!i"i,\. :,'' '.• ·V!:,'ii1:,;;:
activist.

.'
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From Social Democrat to Socialist Zionist
Ekaterinoslav had an active Social Democratic movem
put out an illegal paper, luzhni Rabotchi(the "Southern '"Ai;SDg1~;j\:M:i"'::",LB>":;L)
and had close ties with some of th'ecountry's 'leading revblut~Or;liElrl:E~s,I\,:.~"
such as Martov. Nineteen year old Ber Bdrochov'j6inedLl.u·':';:.'v.Utii"a,',':::":"':!:""?'~.::', .
Democratic, party in Ekaterinoslav and worked asanprganj·&..·."'.···.•,· , ..... , .....,.
p r o p a g a n d i s t . ' ·. . ,
As he became more concerned with the national qll~str
became involved in Zionist affairs as well, he wO,uldsoonfihd' hii'iMP',llC,:;·,L,·i,./,"·
confronted by the "space between two chairs.'; Shma~ya LE~vir),~~";V\'fbci).i::;:'L;;,Y;
would debate Borochov on Socialist Zionism inEkate~inosl:::l" i/J.·..·::I'nr1I ....',;·,.;
later became a renowned Zionist ieader, described the(youq,g snbja:i;;:.:,··.··';i:!!i@~";
Democrat in his memoirs:
He came to the city about the same time as mys¢lf, :havingjust
completed a course in the gymnasium .of Poltava. But ·,:'c."v.v,~;)·.,,'· .. ··,·
educated far beyond his ~years. He had an excellent, grou
general philosophy, had advanced farin the higher mathE~mj~ti(:s~!a,9:cjf;:;'X:"<!;
had studied with .good results' Marxian economics.'
addition, a man - or should I say boy- of unusual i)itell'E~ctlu'al"{),
honesty. He carried on. vigorous~ionist activhyam6n
under the direction of Ussishkin, But his Marxism 'n';~'~rp.'lflinl:;·8ih
rest' ... 1 6 '
.

":"""':"'/'i:i;},r"t'lent~C,:helm Mendel, Ussishkin Wc;lS the leading Russian Zionist of the

'and was living in EkaterinOSlav~. e would take Bprochov under
like Levin, he disag eed with his socialism.
Borochov's period in the Social Democratic Party was to be
~tldrt-lived.ln· his IIReminiscences
the 10th Anniversary of the
,Poale Zion ,in Russia 1906-1916" Borochov recalled that while in the
party he:, gave some lectures to an education club of "intelligent
. YOLing pr,oletarians" in Ekaterinoslav on Socialist Zionism. 1 7 One of
'his fr~ends was a young Social Democrat named Pazn iakov who had
:'recentlybe~n expelled from a Christian theological seminary as an
. atheist./~Both of us were only lads of nineteen" Borochov later
. wrote. in the New York newspaper, Die Wahrheit (March 13, 1916)
Ilbut'we kilew Mar)('s Capital by heart."
Borochov's interest in the national question and Zionism led to his
.' expulsion from the Russian Social Democratic Party in 1901. He
wrote in, Die Wahrheit,
I don't remember what made me change my ideas. It must have been
after a chance.joint meeting of Jewish and Christian workers that the
truth of Socialist Zionism dawned on me. The committee (of the
Social Democratic Party - M.C.) then decided that I had a bad
influence on workers - I was teaching them to think for themselves.
I was accordingly expelled from the Russian Social Democratic
Party.18
'

He adds,
Wha't cpn an expelled Russian Social-Democrat do when he becomes
"unbeliever"? I joined a large educational club of Jewish
>students and made them thefirst·Poale Zionists in Russia. 19

, ·a· Zipnist

The g.rqupwas known as the Zionist Socialist Workers Union and
/Borochov worked in itwith a friend named Shimon Dubin. Although
it ,is'. impossible to know what effect Borochov had on the Social
Democrats, . the' Ekaterinoslav committee was to later publish a
brochu,re attacking Zionism at the time of the Kishinev pogroms. 2 0
. The Claim that the Ekaterinoslav Socialist Zionists were the first in
is not completely accurate. In 1897 a group called "Poale
"(Workers of Zion) had emerged in Minsk. But Borochov's
was one of the earliest and other Poale Zion groups began
;:«·,':aIPp.~arinQ in Vi/na, Warsa'v, Odessa, Vitebsk and other places. Dr.
>N;3Cntmcm Syrkin (1868~ 1924), born in Mohilev, began formu lating a
Zionist position .in 1898 with his article "The Jewish

Question and the

S~ciali~t J~~ish Stilte." Noil···~•. ·,~'I'~~e!~':'~lQ;~\jh~:'~'rt;,~9"
·.·)C:fJtg::.

the century Syrkin, then in Berlin, helpedfovnd;
organization called Heirut. 1,·
. ' • .•
. "..... L'·:·,'::'·E~:'GI~bl~I:~:I~'\4;'I(~r
Around this time Borochov beganworkmgfor 1I
Organization. He lectured and ~ooperatedwith.,U'"2'''''
wo~ld later describe as ~'a man of stee,1 and Iron., "~• :":",:S.Iur,~~ri$;in!JI.~
nough' by 1905 he was one. of Ussishkin's/~neut:n,Q.. l.I.I.L"'''':'·';::''''''i
~Ladimir Jabotinsky, the future' leader of rjg~t .w"9~;:,.I~",~"i'~St616is't;:.::i;,il":y;:,,:':'i\·.
23
lve
Zionism.
Ussishkin must have beenapprecfat ' a'I,':,';;,"t~'~~I":"i:i~"""f.:::"::,'t'.,:""'.i'.1"',
radical friend and dismissed complaints ~ha~ he: ~~d ~u~
2

Borochov's essays. 4 Indeed, Borochov s flrs~publ~s~ed, " ,'fecttl,re.,\':i>:Y:'i'\'ig:1
the Nature of the Jewish Intellect" (1903), was. ?ngl~aIIY'::""'::'.'::':·"::'\"i"'"'i'':'':'.'';''';,1,
2

a

given in Ussishkin's home.,
.' .
. '. " \. .' 'lJlJals.}sioPt:l?'~,.,:;,~),/};;~:
July 1902 found Borochov back m Po!tava wher~ he .•:. . : ·•.it'v'i~fliig.b;~;i{?>:i!,ii:::;
involved in self-defense activities especially after}p~, . . h".,.;..,..L,.>+,,...;",,, .. .,.... ,:,:..I.;.:,•. ,::,,.:.'
pogrom. Ben Zvi has written that t~e pogrom.wa~ a great ';
him and d_eepened his Zionist commitments. Hlsslster Nadia
the United States to study medicine ,in ~9~2and the rest
family followed at her insistence after Klshmev. In July
Borochov was arrested for the first ti~e on c~arges stemm:lng
h · Ekaterinoslav activities in 1900 ,With Pazplakov. Unable to.
tS
d h'
ft
onth' 2 5 .
evidence against him, the police release 1m a er~r;n, ',' .~ . •

?f

'lng in". the
'Ziio
At this ,time an important d eb ate was rag.'"
. ":.
movement centering on an offer by the Briti~~ to ~he~orld2.,!:j':i;;jnIst.;:::.:':/.:!){,i:
Organization to establish a Jewish hor:nel~ndm.Af~lca;~Th"
Plan"). Many General and Socialist ZIOnists (~l:lchas .....
"territorialists" and argued that the Jewishproblerl]c~~ld be,SQIY@.(lX,:.c,"y:)!;::
by territorial autonomy in any territo;ry -::- .n~t neces.s. ~:.lri .I~,.,.J:~.:".,c~i~~~~~ir)~;;:'}({dj];i;tij:
Ussishkin was violently opposed to thl~. ~o~ltl,on: Boro~hot:
"Zion Zionist" vehementlv denoun~mg tHose, ~hQ: qr : :'nc.t~.:s~e·',i.:'
Palestine as central to the Jewish natlonal~mov~,men.t;ln.i
article liTo the Question:., Zion or..Territory ., he~ attc:l .. ,.: .
Territorial ists as "negative," l'cofd-sPJrlt~d.."... a~mcha/lir b€mtji.cjGIr:i~.,:3
Borochov continued to attack territori~ltsm untllth:e'
was buried at the 1905 7th World ZiOnist Co~g~eSSI? Ha~:;le'wnlcnne
attended as a delegate from Poltaya.He offiCially
Zion in November of 1905, a vearthat was as m~?:"e. .::.lri,:tbttS\1:q~:,;Itilj§~!
as it was for Borochov.

,

, , '
.

IIBorochovism"" .

'

did 'not play aprominfit role at the Basle Congress.
together with thewoman he had recently married, Liuba
hemetvvith a number of P ale Zion activists in Zurich. He
quiet at this meeting as well, a arently not yet sure where he
sto_od ohseveralissues.
..... ' Rathet.than returning directly to Russia, Ber and Liuba stopped
f()r a· whHein Berlin. A great lover of books, wherever Borochov
travelled. he could be found in the libraries doing research on
:collntl~ss SUbjects. Among those with him in Berlin was Rachel
Yaflait (later Rachel Yanait Ben Zvi, wife of Yitzchak Ben Zvi).
Ba~h~1 later recalled one of her discussions with Borochov, this time
on fem·i n ism:
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nations develop within thefra~ework ol,:c' o·n.d:'i1,.J·.('jm;'()t;{]]'JQI~'q:.;]I~?P'~;;:
The "feeling of kinship, creat~d asa result of. the:
historic past and rooted in the common condl .:.• ' .Qf[)rc::>dtj'Gtlonli,.\I~;i,·
called nationalism:."2 8 Thus, "The natiohaLstruggle~···.~·•. '~'r~"~~.@~~,~;!~:~.~~;~1ic~~~;
thernaterial possessions of Socialorganismnsr·",T1,h:lle;,.. .f.'inI1?i2il~,H3()\t:orcO:d~
body lie in its control of the conditions ~f.. '. .
goes. on to analyze the role ~f nationall~m'ln :the va
soeiety coming to the crucial concluslo~ . th,(l.~ ter..·n.,f,t.IO
.....•I.r.:}~.;'.<'!pr;~;:'\~IQ~" : .,
working class, plays the dual role of servmgas a,plac~ 1piplE~~s~~q::;::r
serving as a base for the class struggle. p-;s such, for.~n~
nationality, nationalis~1 t~e asserti'o.n ·of nght~ to.a I,an~eb. ·ased,'IOl'1ai;'
common visioned hlstonc past, . IS a ..progresslve . Pi':'>;', :.;e!'!~.:i'!;:[,: (:r.,;: : ;
contrary to many popular Marxist notions.
. ' , . i " : " .•....• '...,..••..• I'.
Two important conclusions must bedraw~ fror.n thlS}1 ." '. "".
summary of Borochov's seminal essa.y on nationalism: F;I~stO( .• a 1.1'·~·:·:lr·H::;·.:·:<::'I:.
does not deal with the Jewish question herebutratber Isatte ...•..
a broader Marxist formulation that will count~rgenerally: b1.r. €!.v..•a;.'i.i,Jing.:,y;:':,:'(','
'.:'ii·;i.·.:;;,'.',..

' .. ,

o

Borochov felt there were no limits to what women could yet
accomplish in intellectual and artistic fields. I used to go with him to
the library every day, and one day, among other things, he talked of
the problems of women. He was doing research on the subject and
had gathered three hundred notes on the position of Jewish women
. from Biblical times to the present. 26

ltwas also in 1905 that Borochov wrote one of his most
· jm~orta~t es~ays....,. IITh~ National Question and the Class Struggle."
ThiS thlrty:.flve page analysis laid the foundations of Borochovism
and developed a Marxist critique of the problem of national ism .
.' Boroc.hov'sstarting point was a further development of Marx's
co~cept of t~e "relations of production." According to Marx every
soclo-eJ;onomIG system is based on a "relations of production" the
. relatiQ~nship between:- the productive system and the producers ~ith in
·:,it. ,.Division ·bflabor leads to the formation of classes. The ruling
. \cl~ss,always much sm~ller .in numbers than the mass of laborers who
actually do the productive work, owns the means of production and
profits off the work of the laborers.
·.There are not,only relations of production, argued Borochov
::}~ereare also conditions of production that vary in different places;
'<"They are geographic, anthropological and historic. The historic
.
include both those generated within a given social entity
those imposed by the neighboring social groups."2 7 On this basis
1.';:::·;:'i'BIOf()CflIOV claimed that there were two basic forms of social
1,,;):,l:;i.]';'ii"·,Lglroijpiingls: classes,and socio-economic organisms such as nations. As
·+,i';:"';\:i.'i,.·':ClaissE~s develop within the framework of the relations of p'roduction,

social ist dogma th'at all nationalisms are r:ac~lonary;.~ecpn.9:0~.:.~,. ri{:l,.<>.:(.,.'•. .• :'~.i: ,'.
he lays the groundwork for Marxist ZIOnism .. HIS .ao~I~,~oISn"s" ()f:• . ::.~:i;;:.·.::/\
hasis on the importance of territory and the condit,!::
~~~uction will lead him to argue (in his "Our~latf~rm"~of1v"'.•IJ/.;. ':i.;.:·vi:';:;.::.::':.;:::. :
that the Jews are an abnorma/(!nd oppress~d. natl~n~hty -the ••
have no land of their own and their co~dltrons o;f prod .
dependent on their minority status inhostlle countnes.,
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The Russian revolution of 1905 shook the ,foundation
autocracy to its roots. In the midst of itthere wereJPo:grc..)m:s'fll~.pl.I}~,I?<,.·, •.\.:;(!!!
the Jews. Borochov quickly decided. to return t() R~ssla .• ~'.;";"";,,,,;,;:.;:,n .
'Ith Rachel Yanait to Dr. Arthur, Hantke of ,th. e.,.
wen t w
\
. . .. . '
( ''1'
II'. , ''',,"'
Zionist organization and informed him thatthere ~er~:wo L•••.••. ,.,W":··._:.. ,. ..... ·:,,..'r"'.
needed: "Money and arms."30 He retu.rnedt? t~e,lan9. .' ",J;':;"~'''''''''''';:'')':'
with some pistols and thre~, himself mto Zlonlst,and~e"
work. '
,,~:. . t . . . '
Ussishkin sent him on a speaking and org~mzmg . our
,:u.I-'· • ·•••.•.
Jews throughout the Pale. (Some re~orts clalm.th.at
IT1I I.'

I;CV·: ••..

time Borochov came into contacrwlth the a~tl~zl().li~~lri:~~i~{~:~~.:t~~
Bund. Despite his profound disagreement with
nationalism he maintained a good deal of respe,ct " . . •. . . ,. :>,;;! <.~:; .••ii

t~f'.e(i:rE<jbl~?E~,~f~!90~!\;;r::9IJE

I'

I

t~he.rig.

p
. ro
n..• d.•..the.
. .IS
. te.cbest
.... ti.O. nexpr
of
wo.rkers.liThe
H. is
. of. a.the
Bund
sed hts
in Of.JeWiSh
his own' words:
. . movement will ere t in honor of the great
)/. '0·;0,,;'..>:1, ac:co.n.H.)I.ishmE!nts of the 'Bund a great memorial - in Jerusalem."3 1 )
~'. It was . long~fter this that Bo ochov set his mind to a most
. Important task -the formation of a united Socialist Zionist party.
.'

;,',

POcileZioll

;"Uln'th~

night of Purim 5666 (1906)" wrote Yitzchak Ben Zvi,
de!:gates fr~,m Poale Zion groups ,from all the regions of vast
R~~la,from Lithuania, from the Ukraine, from Poland, and the
.Crlmea, assembled at Poltava in the Ukraine .... At this conference
all .t~e existing little groups were fused into one party. It was a
(jeclslv.e ~tep at.a decisive moment .... It led to ideological.
'. 'consol!d~tlon. an.d the creation of an organization and political body
of SOCialist ZIOniStS. Borochov was its ideological center ... "32
. . .Twenty:-nin~ men andone woman (Rachel Yanait) met in a bakery
on th~outsklrts of Poltava for an historic conference, which
. con~o~ldat:d ~" ~he pro-Palestinian (as opposed to Territorialist)
~oclallst ZIOniStS Into one unified party, the Poale Zion. They stayed
In the bakery for seven qays and nights fearful of police raids (which
eventually. came, resulting in shifts of location). Borochov wrote ten
years later that liTo this day seven pounds of dynamite lie buried in
. th~. courtyard of the bakery ... "33 prepared by the Committee in
'.case. of a pogrom or uprising in the future.
'. Yitz~~ak Ben Zvi, then using his party name of "Avner," told his
. comrade~ about his two month visit to Palestine in 1904. Ben Zvi
>~s'the" onfy,conference participant who had actually been to the
lal'1d of Israel.
I

Borochovtold the gathering that he was a "prognostic Palestinian"
"
based on his understanding of Jewish realities he believed that a
"f118ssimmi9ration.of the JeWs. to Palestine was an historic necessity
;:~pd would occur through a " stychic process. 113 4 His key ideas were
f?rmulated in "0ur Platform," which he wrote for the newly unified
Ie Zion. .
'.

uT~eJewish problem migrates with the Jews" declared Borochov
. :., ... -'''''. . ._.,-, . rating some of the basic ideas of 'INationalism and the
1,:ii:;:;':~':QIc~~s)St:rl.
and analyzing anti-semitism. But emigration from one
•·.• i'}i~;;;;;~;(~II~~~~.!~a . ·. • cOuntry to the next· .will not solve the Jewish problem.

Jewish emancipation can only be achieved
Jewish "conditions of production~' in a ew'ishl''t€~tr·ii.t9Ir.ial<.:b4~~,~'):f1
Palestine. This would establish~ a Jewish workin~' c·l.~:,.!~.'~1t~a.t·:.;w..,~I,~rr,gt:(R
"chai~ed Prometheus,"ex'plolted both as .a pro.I·e.. '~tariiat [pi3rg"I?flt;;t:9
the economies of the diaspora and subject ,to ..dPprE~ssiqn,;::,~~)·'.'(§
nationality and as a proletariat .
Our immediate aim, said Borochbv' in"OurPlatform/.,.:·
the establishmentof a normalized Jewish nation on its'O"WU:lallq:.}#•.\",Ii
maximum program is socialism .. In the diaspora·t~eJe.ii/IIs mlu$t'fh,~~ve.·,i'y;i;i
autonomy, but this is not enou.gh. It .failstodeal
J'

'.',1;]' '"'-;.IV,,llih,I",1

problem, Jewish extraterritoriality. ,Ahomela'ndin pa,··...·' ... ~:.C..;I'·a··i·m···E~d'8a.:'<!,!.i;f':)'@;;W;;~i~;,:l:J,
only answer. Furthermore, there was inpro~ess,:Boroch~vcl
necessary pattern of immigration leading the Jews therej:,·.·.":':-4·.;.,.·. ,. .• ..,,·..•:·"' '.,...".,,·/'.:,.:. .·. •. ,;\1,'>.'
The country into which the Jews will ii'nmi~rate will not.:be highly.,
industrial
nor
predominantly
agricultural,. but; rather. ·>.;',ii::!.">~',!i·/:,i,;:
semi-agricultural. Jews alone will migrate there, separateQ frQm~he
general stream of irl)migration. The country vvill have no attraction
for immigrants from other nations .... The land of spontaneously ....·; ::':::"':"',·.(;{·;.:".;:;,;::i:

concentrated Jewish immigration will be Pa/estine;3 5

.'

..

'~".':":,.':,"'", , .;,:.:.,.'.:"':'::",;:'' ;

In short, Borochov believed that the tragediesot'~ewish:life'inLII"""""""""
diaspora could be eliminated only with Jewish 'national:' .....
·.,:'~i"":;ii::;l'.".i,'·.,:
Palestine. The fundamental maladies~ in his view,were the,
territory and the marginality of Jews in the econo,mjes ~ot dias~)ora<iCi;y::~·'i);
countries. (He would later develop this.argument further'\llJlth.,.C1.. n:;,I:UI:.:,:,.;"''':':'
statistical work in his liThe Economic Development of t,he ."
People.") For Borochov these factors were. the' ,U~ .....
· ... :..> .,',:; i.,.,.r~'6"a;·:,·i·';:""·::·.:;:,':·I .. ':.,,:':~',:.:.,...:,
,i."

, between two chairs."
.
.'
'. :. , j
A' complete description of Borochov's' tren~,~ant analysis·•. :.i~Pi:lI,II:g};, "',;ii.,Y:\C;;:(:
take more space than I have here. Let it suffice to,;say that
served as a basis for socialist Zionism since his day~361}lis; las,i,b~eri;.:<:!. I\.i;/~i~",~/:j!;;·
the case in spite of his prediction of a " sJychic.,Process" :of nec:essian';··i:'::.'
Jewish immigration, into Palestine having been prpve~
subsequent events. Borochov's stychic process" reflectep
deterministic Marxism of the Russia of his day - 8 ,dete ...:;rn:.r:,l:~r.n::hC
himself would later give up. It is his analysis of the prc)bIE~rli~i.<()jn·;
diaspora life that has remained mostinflue:n~iaL... ' .
Borochov had reached a turning point In his life . W~np~lf(lrfhli;,h,~.C;;:j,\;:·r!
t,

II

would be totally absorbed in Socialist Zionist work. H
to carry out h is efforts in Russia. His plans, ~O\f\jreVI~e
abruptly cut

short~

W~~f~;";;t8'2;bE

.

Exile"

~

DU.t~:S~t.~:~~. ~ij~.~~~j~:e.n: 9~~. ~j:~~.:a~s~j~~~~~ ~fd:~~a~~~

,Ber Borochovw~s arrest d. The police had found arms in
. "l3en Zvi's house. Be~ Zvi's father was arrested, then his brother, his
, sister and finally Borochov. Ben Zvi escaped after shaving his head
andbo~rding a train with a false beard, stooped like an old man. On
'thefraf~{he overheard passengers discussing newspaper reports of an
arms cacheinPoltava and heard his own name mentioned. 3 7
Borochov was in jail for several months. He spent his time writing
i (rnostiy'on ethics) and conducting a "People's University." As a
'. result of ,his lectures to his fellow prisoners several Ukrainian
,·.nationalist groups' later referred to themselves as "Borochovists."
. Fearing that he might end up in Siberia, Borochov's friends,
.' ,indudirig Rachel Yanait, arranged his freedom, He stayed in Russia
.for a period under a pseudonym and then left for what was to be a
" ten year exil~,
'The next few years was a time of travel, party work and constant
research for Borochov. He was in England, France, Holland, Belgium
(where he argued with Lenin and studied the Belgian national
.qU'estion) and Switzerland,
In 1907 Borochov began writing in Yiddish. He felt that it was an
impera~ive for him to write in the language of the eastern European
Jewish masses. His love affair with the Yiddish language stayed with
him the rest of his life resulting in two pioneering works on Yiddish
philOlogy which he published in 1913 - liThe Tasks of Yiddish
Philo'logy" and liThe Library of the Yiddish Philologist," He
correspond,ed' regularly about his work on Yiddish with the
wel'~known critic S.Niger.
'1""'''(''"1

"

Barochov spent time in 1913 at the British Museum research ing a
massive History 'of the Yiddish Language and Literature which was
never published. Liuba Barochov notes that while in London a friend
rorn~rv£lrl that it would take a regiment to tear him away from his
3 ~ His History, along with other manuscripts, was to disappear
his return to Russia in 1917. The Kerensky regime allowed his
")":'~,<."'::'~;:";&."~"-";' but insisted that his works go through the censor. By the time
I£,':;i:";\),:·i . ' "·Rnlrn,rh,"'l\/ died, shortly after the Bolsheviks took power, the fate of
. became a mystery. Liuba recounts that a good friend,

Chazanovitch, tried tofi'1d hismetic~lo,usly"r:·es~;a:((~hetd·j:I~§;~.~i:,~'~1
retrieved part of it after bribing the ,Janitor a,·t'· :hi.·~.,,!:;e~~?,~9,:r:t~f\j~~~'~I
39
where he found some of it in the garbage.
, . : . ·P~,~l~;:z'i•.~.•~;);tii,th
After helping found the World Conf~deratlonof
Hague (1907) Borochov led thefight.'nthe:S. o.~,d.,alis;t.llr:iterI')l:9~~9.~
for Poale Zion represent~tion and, an .mdependent '"
the I nternational the following 'year. His.advers~nes";
Bund and it was not until the close of yv~rI~';'arl that p\~~~~~11~;;~.~:~,~'~~:::<f't{;(;i};;;jt;'::;1:;'\;
was accorded full rights in the I nternatlonal. ,~,o
,
left~wing of his own party and opposed Poale Zion ~:f'I'A'n\~/i1fh1rhe:
World Zionist Organization as a form of class collaborat,' ''';'''r,,,''''f~'n1''
bourgeois Zion ists, His voice was constantly ~ea.rd on I . . ':A:,:.:.n:;.::;,~.h',:::.i
"
I n Vienna Borochov edited Das Frele Worte.,
party Issues~rote articles for newspapers in the U.S.,:',Ru~sia,
organ,
, h ' t ' cafes
Europe and enjoyed spending time In t e CloY s
'.
~-',~;;,;~+e:./':l"':\;/;';,D;:'X!
In 1909 Ben Zvi and Rachel visited him t~ere., R~ch~1 ,
that he was doing research on the economic sltuat,lon of the ,!e'f",.:t'hP',.:i.::•. ;: : ,.:. :",;,:..;;:.•. :"
masses gathering depressing results. He was also dISCOUrag~q.Y':"·"".CL:"'''''':'':i:''''''''''''
~owth- of Poale Zion. Borochov was most eager to ,ear ,
g
expenenF~s.:
sl?w
hiS two comra des had to say about their
'recent
.
.... '. '
Palestine:
Id h":
,:J.

He swallowed every word about Eretz Israel, and when w,e to
I~
of our hope to h ave h IOm with us as editor of our future Jour.nal, hiS
"
42
.
eyes lit up.

Borochov lat~r sent a letter to them expressing ~is readines~ to
I.m. e'.,:s.' y'~~~;);:>;"';J~':,T,:::
a few mon ths , Th"ls was to be.. "one 0,f ttiemany
. f ..t ",;:"
Borochov's plans to go to Palestine failed to c~medto ."~'tUh"l'h()'~s" ~""""':,,'
b t may have had to 0 WI" ." I
exact reasons are not c Iear u "
,: '.' ····:IaIS'ID(:·)·"r,a~.tl'.~fl",t::',i,i"',:,'.':':
finances and his preoccupation wi.t~ party work Inth~h~' h' o"'riec~re~a//:;i;>:'::T8i;)
" nal Rachel and Ben Zvi mentIoned was Achdut W .. I~:. a
~i~~ an editorial board including the two~f ·them:.'an~ one;[I)a~(I!(f.:~:f,,':,"
Grin who later changed his name to Ben .Gurlon. . ' ';'p, ·••.;i~,.''':'.i... 'o
"B~rochov remained in Vienna for the nextf~w. year;:Thtid~rk
tion of sojourns foreither research or partypurpossjetS,i"(3ti<:),Ij/ Pt1A.<'V,;
of the summer of 1914 were to present' a
June 28 of that fateful year Archduke FrancIS,p' rrF,'b'Iroii'lecITm:'llJ.E!f,i;t,'
. S"
'nd by August Europe was
assassinated In araJevo a '. . , . , '. .', . d B'e'r>iS,(ir()ch(QY}':
First World War. Austria was at war with Russl.a an
was a Russian citizen .

.
'In

t' ....

~:~:p

~ew er(HQ,an(jr;)~CI~?.::I';i<,'

.······..·;,'f~c"Am~rica .....

'.

".' ..... ,'Even "before Russia and Austria t,ere officially at war Borochov
.· .•.. ~a~ been arr:sted and released.43 A a Russian citizen he apparently
. had the choice of leaving Austria . r staying and being interned. 44
'.'(
.~~ans to.go to ~alestine, Switzerland nd America fell through for the
.i.'"
.' time bemg. With almost no money he decided to go to Italy in
. August. and Gonti'nue party work there. (The Poale Zion office in
, Vi~"nna:cloSed with the advent of the war.)
. '. By now the epitome of the wandering Jew, Borochov must have
'. been. haunte.d by his own words from "Our Platform" that liThe
JeV\lish problem migrates with the Jews." He stayed at first in Milan
and, as usual, spent time in the libraries doing research on Jewish
literature. According to a letter to American chaverim, he hunted
'. books in Rome at the Vatican and in Parma where he found old
Works that had not been studied.
In that same letter Borochov asked his friends to assist him in
..' finding work in America where he soon planned to go. Because of his
.'
. health,. he explained, he could not do factory work. He could
howeve~, r.ead. English although he was not yet proficient in writin~
a~d ~peakmg .It: He hoped to use his fluency in such languages as
YiddiSh, RUSSian, qerman and Italian for translation and
correspondence work.4 5

~;

'. . Borochov had apparently planned to go to· America much earlier
that year, even before the war broke out. I n a letter to Hi rsh
Ehre,nreichin the U.S. in February 1914 he announced his intention
to cross the ocean before the end of the year. He also told
E'hrenreich; that he hoped first to visit Palestine. His finances were to
make this irnpossible. 46
In ·November he planned to go via Genoa to the United States. He
wrote to his chaverim in New York to inform them that he was
d;laY~.,The. managers of the ship he was to sail on, the Regina
d Itaha ,. would not sell tickets to nationals of countries at war. When
policy was finally changed Borochov found himself the victim of
circumstances. The "John Bulls" (the English) had seized some
"shi~satGibraltar, including the Regina d'ltalia, on suspicion
smugghng.S.efore he was finally able to travel, Borochov spent
.i.• i.,:. ij;'!, • • i:\';} fiDclOY
frUitful hours researching Italian Jewish literature in the
:}\:i:'l:ie~ncla libraries. 4 7
.

*

*

*

, '" ,leading Jews' topalestine~nd became more supportive of
: .cpnstructivist soCialism of the Palestine labor ,movement (as
,oppasedto an emphasis on class s ruggle). He became even more
,impatient with those espousing uncr tical Marxist dogmas. No doubt
.the failures of the Socialist Interna onal and its ensuing collapse in
:World War I had something to do with this. On March 20, 1915 he
wrote in Die Wahrheit:

denounce those who felt that n~tionalism was'
war while simu Itaneously attacking "nr'lesefnt ..d~I\/"<,rieac:ti~)riafr:'i"i'V:,:iiii;,;
chauvin ism." He criticized with bitir:tg sarcasm pOSE~,s()c.i:al~i,~ils;',~~mi!9.::>
had gone to war: "If socialists may becomeloy~r~o:,:.;,~": . ".",\,:, .',";,:':';'>",'::,,:<,,,,
Majes;ty can also become a Marxist."5 4 I n Dece~~er"9~ 1t:!:,c:llJ.J!j,t:\J
against U.S. entry into the war and denounced'milltarlsm,:,
Militarism aims at letting loose man's .instincts and, ,eei~nfs~,~~I~g1';\:""i~"iii!~,"i~;;;i;:':;';'!;'ii:;r':~cJi\r'::'
humanity; Socialism aims at .creating a humanity 'vvhic~wilt .
its instincts. Militarism aims to convert nati?ns i~~o c:trm,l,es, menifl:tQ,"},''':';\',,:\,'\i!,,''!,;:i::'
soldiers; Socialism aims to free men and nations.
"

.I.da~

imagine Marx arising from his grave. Upon seeing his present
disCiples, he motions them away and utters, "I - God forbid - I am
, ,no Marxist."
Marx was undoubtedly the greatest thinker of the nineteenth
, century. None has better analyzed the complex problems of our
social organization. But because Marx is dead and because new
problems have arisen, we must think independently and arrive at our
own solutions. 5 0

Indeed, Karl Marx himself had once written, in frustration "Je ne suis
, pas Marxiste."
The belief that Marxists had to think independently was already
implicit in Borochov's earlier attempts to reach a Marxist analysis of
the national question. In 1916 he prepared a series of articles entitled
ilThe Economic Development of the Jewish People." With careful
use of tables and statistics Borochov concluded that lithe
concentration of Jewish labor in any occupation varies directly with
the remoteness of that occupation from nature."5 1 Thus once again
,the logic of his Zionism became evident - in a Jewish homeland with
Jewish workers in all branches of the economy the Jews wou Id be
normalized, de-marginalized and have a strategic base for the struggle
forS,beialism. liThe.. landlessness of the Jewish people is the source of
its tragedy and malady" he wrote. 5 2
Because his world-view synthesized both socialism and Zionism,
Borochov's nationalism was never narrow. Since 1906 he was a
consistentadvo~ate, of Socialist Zionist support for broader socialist
causes. In 1916he supported the congressional candidacy of socialist
Morris Hillquit against a Tammany Hall Democrat named Rosenblatt
,:,,(who tried to run as a Zionist). Borochov,. in an article entitled
and Tammany Hall" in Die Wahrheit, attacked
,:,:,",':""'::":"'''''':'',,;'~'',.,.nr,hl ... ++' .. Zionism as a debasement of ideals. S 3
author of ~'Nationalism and the Class Struggle" was also a
opponent olf the First World War. Yet he was quick to

After the Czar's overthrow and the 'actual entry oftheU.S,~<:•..i,·ntc).tijie:"~,,,'!i;;: ::::L;!i',
war in 1917, Borochov shifted his position anddaimed:~,ha~ ,1.e";, ,:,Na'lr:'>;:,r;'!,;:;j'\;::::~)i
should be concluded "for the future of humanity/'S 6 Thi~',bro
Borochov very close, to ,Nachman Syrkinwho support~d t~e ,al':i..,o,','i,'.!:',;.::,:')":;;:,,:"\
war program.
Russia and Death
,
The events in Russia and the appeals of ,
Borochov to the conclusion that he had to return to :the
,,
birth. In February 1917 the world of Czar Nicholas II camec'"r":!,::iCh,H:'l'"':':;':::";;':,:i:;':'
'down around the "little father" of the Russian people. Asa j
socialist and a former guest of the Czar's prisons, Borocho~~:;Bt~j~i,;,~";\iiiti~:i~f}';i]ll;!
only greet the revolution with satisfaction. Despite' h,is.enthusl
still declared that "The two most important problems ofour ,
the social oppression of the working class and the flcIUqlll.a:I)','::,:;/";>,'/::"
oppression of weak nationalities shall despite th.e present'
'remain unsettled."s 7
. ,
On h is way back to Russia Borochov stopJ3:8d., in
.: '.
help prepare a Poale Zion statement for theHollan9-Sc~n~;.ln~U~.:;~~i:;1:8~1:.':;(t;"i,[;,;::j;'::;;,"/,.,"
Socialist Conference. The statement was a mixtureqfs()clah::;1
Zionism with a little bit of Wi Isonian-so~nding,: idealismiml ce,a,1:1,10"";,':',1.1:,)';'::,:1': <,>,iV',;;
attacked the imperialist powers responsible for, t~e :~' ,': '
carnage, greeted the Russian revolution and the f?rrtl9tlop :
League of Nations, demanded full equality for Je~s ,In all. t :oulrJftJies',;(/,
and national autonomy for the Jewish people I~ Palestl
would return briefly to Sweden to see his son David bO~~0,' h':,.,:A,ug~]st:,;:;;,,:;:,':'"(~):;I;h<;
>,

1.

In Russia Borochov served as a delegate to t~e "f]t0t~r~~,~i~~i/r1i';~";ifj::;;!,
Nationalities Congress where he called for a SOGlaliS'
Republic. In September hemade an important sp~ec~:€!n:titled.t~;E?re'f2

Our Program and TactiCS"~ the Russian CO.ngress of Poale
The speech was recorded in t e minutes of the meeting. In it
.
showed himself faithful 0 his Socialist Zionism while
displaying a modified practical app oach that shocked some of the
.. comrades whom he had not seen in ten years.
Borochov criticized his earlier concept of a "stych ic" process and
~xpr~sseq sympathies for the Jewish National Fund while reasserting
the need" for independent Socialist Zionist work in Palestine based on
the Palestine Worker's Fund established by Poale Zion in 1909. He
. aru;ounc,ed that whereas Poale Zion's previous programs had simply
used the term "Jewish nation," a more emotional terminology
should now be use.d: "Now we can and must proclaim 'Eretz Yisrael
""C a Jewish home!' "
Finally Ber Borochov eloquently repeated his classic analogy on
. the plight of the Jewish proletariat:
In short we must initiate a Socialist program of activities in
Palestine. The Jewish worker, like the rock-bound Prometheus, will
. free himself from the. vultures that torture him and will snatch the
heavenlyfires for·himself and for the Jewish people. S 9

Three. months .later, on December 17, 1917, Ber Borochov was
. dea~, apparently of pneumonia, in Kiev. The man whom Shlomo
. Kaplansky, a fellow Poale Zionist, later called "the Prince of our
intellectual world during the formative period of Socialist Zionism"
was thirty-six years old.
Aftefmath· .
, Amortg the words inscribed on Ber Borochov's tombstone in Kiev
... were thefo.llowing:
Jewish Scientific Socialism
Jewish Socialist Cu1ture
A Jewish Socialist Society in Palestine
- This is Borochovism
1963, through the personal intervention of the then President of
Yitzchak Ben Zvi, Ber Borochov's rema ins were transferred to
Besides the immediate family (who had settled in Palestine in
·1920s), a list of luminaries attended his second funeral including
Ben Gurion, Zalman Shazar, Golda Meir and Yitzchak
Borochov was reburied in a small cemetery by Lake
near the graves. of Moses Hess, Nachman Syrkin, Berl

Ber Borochov, circa ·1908.

:,,;\<>;':,::.~: ..,.,,:;,.,....

I.l,..".,...........

Rathel Blaustein, the poet who had learned Hebrew
father in Poltava.

,..".~

T.oday, sixty years after Ber B1rOChOV'S death, the future of
Spcialist Zionism rests as much on a reassertion of his vision and
.:.i,deas as in a reorientation to new ealities. Borochov would have
,been among the first to demand an honest, constant and careful
recogni~ionbf changing conditions. His own development, as a
politicafleader andasa Socialist Zionist theoretician equaled by few,
'. exemplifies the life of a person unafraid of the future, willing to
change when .necessary, yet always committed to his principles.
'He never lived to see his dreams fulfilled. He would have
~onsidered the creation of the state of Israel in 1948 an event of
revolutionary importance. But he would have considered it only a
first step.Ber Borochov's life was dedicated to freeing a chained
Prometheus so that what Lenin claimed was an empty space between
. two chairs would be filled. by a new and solid foundation for Jewish
. life, a S0ciali'st Israel.
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Sparks of I
(Translated from Ha'Aretz Supplement
April 22, 1977 by
Judith Diesendrljck)

Accumulations
,,
The Americans have Fort Knox where tt)ey storetheir'tr~)~c::nrlp.i,Clt
gold, the French have the Louvre, the abode of art, an~lsrael +h;';'+:::,':>::,:':;/.,f,·'~:;;;:::~·!:l','
doesn't have much money or much art - hasa treasure ,
the ideology and thoughts of the first hundred years ,of'
namely: words, words to the extent that, they are an int1ern,atlOQ,lat
treasure.
Since we do not have parades any more on I nqependence
good to make a personal pilgrimag,e t~ th~ "Ere~z: Yisrael
Department" at one of the research Irbra~les. It lS h~rd, to~,',"''';'';';''i'''~,''.''\ ':.' '"".,',,' .. '.... ,,,'
what an overwhelming amount of space IS takentJp by
correspondence, collections of speeches, predictions Clnd
anthologies of articles, essays, diaries, albums,
p'almpll)l~~l~,: .••••• • },,·;',}L ..':L
journals, quarterlie.s, the proceedings and
"
matter that documented all that happened in thiS
.
during such a short period of time, Tens of thousands
billions of words, thousands of points of vie~ and stGlt,elrT'i~~nt~),pi(j~r;~c~:;">;:"':1"?'i:i"t:;~:"l:'
out and are still pouring out in an'ever-Jncrea~in~" . '.'.
what's happening in th is tiny area. Acolossalverblagels:purled
on the shelves, just as on the wall of a cave .. How m.ar>1Ywhat a variety of people), strived energetically to eXIJr~S~';a.~:l~"'li;"Jlo,.;;~;".::>;i\jl:jr.;i;,
clarify a point, to describe the face, place and
the realizat'ion of the Zionist dream in Eretz ,,:,----,'
Put out your hand (as you leaf through rapidly)
Brenner howling like a jackal on a f1100nlit night!;
weak" is looking out a window in Tel Aviv in the 20Is;,,;a;-I~Q'!~r~'i~~
absorption and construction; a Bible quiz and
"Dakar"; the battle of the languages and the ,'de'dlc:at.IIOrl'::;;:~H~,;;q~,E

