
British Labor leader Aneurin Bevan

,peaking for his party in Parliament:

criticized the Tory gov r.nm ut for

re£using to accept the Soviet offer to

negotiate. And Prime 1inister Jawa

harlal Nehru has r'epeate<l1y urged

top level negotiations betweeJi th,

U.S. and USSR to deal with the

crisis. On March 19 once again Sov

iet leader Nikita Khrushchev "called

for a Middle East conference as an

immediate step toward relaxing ten

sions" (N.Y. Times, March 20). Per

sistent refusal of the State Depart

ment to consider such a conference

is a major obstacle to peace.

This Ninth Anniversary of the

founding of Israel could not be cele

brated more fruitfully than by a call

for neutralism and Big Power nego

tiations for a Middle Eastern settle-

ment. Such a policy is advocated by

the Mapam Party and •many within

Israel. Nothing would be a greater

boon to the haras�ed people of

Israel. The group of 17 presidents of

major U.S. Jewish organizations,

who so frequently call on the Eisen:

hower administration for action in

support of Israel, could not do bet

ter than to urge the .President to en

ter into negotiations with the Soviet

Union on the whole crisis. Nor could

the large membership of these or

ganizations help Israel any more de

cisively than by urging our gov

ernment to initiate such negotia

tions. If one faces up to the reali

ties of the Middle Eastern crisis, no

other course will ensure peace and

a secure future for the people of

Israel. 

What G1'omylco Said in. 1948

F
ROM th hi t ric speech made b oviet Delegate Andrei

Gromyko before the General s emhly on May 14, 1947: "As

is well known , th aspirations of an important part o-£ th J wi h people 

ai: bound up w'th the queslion of Palestine and with the futtue of that

country. It i not surpri ing, therefore, that ... in the General Assem•

bl . . . a great deal o{ attention was given to this aspeot of the matter.

This intere t i omp1·eben ible and completely justified. The Jewi h

1 eople uffered extrem mi ,:y and deprivation dm·ing the la. t war.

It can be said witl1out exa"'geration that the sufferings and miseri 

of the J '"i. h people are beyond d criptjon. ll I ould be difficult to

exp ·ess h mere dr figure the lo e and sacrifices of the Jewish

people al the hand of the li'asci t oc upiel's .... Th fact that not a 

single Western Eut·opean tate has been in a position to guarantee the 

defen e o{ the elemenlary rig11t of the Jewi h people or to onrpensate 

theln for the violen they uffered at the hand oi the· Fasci t 'hangmen 

explnin. th a piralion of th J w fo1· the reation of a slat of their

1 n. IL would be unjust not to take this into account and to deny

the J'i<,ht of the Jewish people to the realizalion o{ thi a piration." 
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