




























































if the western powers had not handed Czechoslovakia to 
Hitler at Munich. In post-war Czechoslovakia, too, a 
dangerous step toward war might have occurred if the plans 
of Washington had succeeded and the conspirators had 
turned that country into a military base from which to 
launch an anti-Soviet war, as Tito's Yugoslavia is now. 

Finally, the trial should provide the occasion for deep 
thought among the Jewish people and their leadership. 
The members and supporters of Zionist organizations, par-
. ticularly, need to shake themselves free of the hysterical 
and baseless charges that the trial was anti-Semitic and 
instead begin to consider what Zionist organizations and 
Israel citizens were doing in the midst of such a conspiracy 
under Washington's auspices against a state that has de­
clared war on anti-Semitism and all forms of racism and 
on war itself. The baseless charge of anti-Semitism in the 
Prague trial is neither the first, nor will it be the last, false 
accusation of this kind against the socialist countries. Jews 
should ponder whether the Ben Gurion government and 
Zionist leadership are really working for the survival of the 
people of Israel and of the Jews by allowing themselves to 
be used as instruments of those who would let loose World 
War III. For the realization of such war plans would mean 
the destruction of Israel and devastation of the world. 
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INTERVIEW WITH CZECH CHIEF RABBI 

By Sam Russell 

IN AN exclusive interview with me in Prague on November 29, 1952, 
the Chief Rabbi of Czechoslovakia, Dr. Gustav Sichl, completely 

exposed all the tales about the existence of anti-Semitism in that country. 
"I want to make is clear," the chief rabbi declared, "that there is no 

such thing as oppression of the Jewish religion in Czechoslovakia. There 
is not a single question in this connection about which I have the 
slightest complaint." ... "As far as the trial is 'concerned," he 
added, "I would just point out that criminals can be of Jewish origin 
as well as non-Jews." 

I pointed out that since the beginning of the Slansky trial the western 
press and radio had declared that anti-Semitism was being officiall y 
encouraged in Czechoslovakia and had even said there had been anti­
Semitic demonstrations. 

"That is complete nonsense," he declared, "and, as you have no doubt 
been able to see for yourself, there has been no such thing. To my mind, 
there was absolutely no question of the Czechoslovak government in­
stituting a trial like this for any such purpose. For the first time in our 
history there is a definite law in Czechoslovakia forbidding anti-Semitism 
and declaring anti-Semitism a crime. Maybe, as a result of the Hitler 
propaganda, some traces of anti-Semitism may still exist in the minds 
and hearts of some people, but that is all." 

Dr. Sichl then again stressed the point that Jews have complete free­
dom of worship in Czechoslovakia. Every facility is provided for the 
observance of Jewish ritual and custom, such as a special slaughterhouse 
for the slaughter of animals for food, according , to Jewish rites, provision 
of ritual baths and other similar facilities .... 

For information and enlightenment about Jewish affairs all 
over the world-and more on the Prague trial, subscribe to 
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Rates: Single copy, 25c; subscription per year' in the U.S. and 
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