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2 JEWISH LIFE 

REVIEW AND REAPPRAISAL 

Why did we fail to perceive and protest crimes 

against Jewish culture and leaders 

in the socialist countries? 

THE wiping out of Soviet Jewish 
culture, confirmed in the past 

few months, horrified us. The reve
lations also impose obligations upon 
us. Why did this magazine in the 
past eight years fail to raise ques
tions concerning the shutting down 
of Jewish cultural institutions in 
the Soviet Union? Why did we not 
suspect foul play in the disappear
ance of leading Soviet Yiddish writ
ers? Why did we not detect the anti
Semitism injected in the Prague trial? 

Answers to these questions con
stitute our form of apology to our 
readers for having failed them in 
these important respects. 

We feel sorrnw and resentment
but these are not enough. Under
standing and perspective are just as 
necessary. What is the significance 
of the injustices against the Jews in 
the Soviet Union for the continuing 
fight for peace, which is central for 
all people? What are the prospects 
for a revival of Jewish culture in the 
Soviet Union? 

JUNE, 1956 

By THE EDITORIAL BOARD 

To regard these anti-Semitic 
manifestations in isolation from the 
evil condition of which they were 
one expression would be a distor
tion. For not only were crimes com
mitted against Jews. Other nations 
and nationalities also suffered from 
the one-man rule that afflicted the 
Soviet Union for some 20 years. 
These manifestations, so harmful to 
the East European countries, were 
profoundly anti-socialist in charac
ter, for they violated socialist prin
ciples of democracy and equality. 

The leaders of the socialist coun
tries are taking steps not only to re
pair whatever damage can be rem
edied, but also to avoid recur
rence of these evils. Our anguish 
and anger do not blind us to the ef
forts made during the past three 
years to uncover the malignant 
growth Oll a state that is advancing 
the cause of peace and equality of 
peoples. The disclosures by the so
cialist counh·ies themselves of anti
national and undemocratic practices 
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