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From its beginnings, the Jewish labor movement b@sd up with the history of
European socialism. Its continuous organizatioratence dates from the end of the
1880s, at the time of the formation of the Secomerhational at the Congress of
Paris in 1889. But its origin goes back practicatlyhe time of the official dissolution
of the First International. In May 1876, there vemstablished in London the Hebrew
Socialist Society (it called itself in Hebrevkgudat ha-Socialistim ha-Ivrim This
was the first socialist association of Jewish woskét is worthwhile to dwell on this
society in particular, not so much because it wesfirst but because it showed a
number of symptoms of substantive problems whichhewe manifest themselves
fully in the Jewish labor movement when it cameagé. Fortunately, the list of its
members has been preserved, together with itsitdrmt and program (written in
the original in Hebrew and Yiddish) and the minubésts meetings during the eight
months of its existence. All these have been cadpinder the titlePinkas in
accordance with the best traditions of Jewish &ms' (Hevroth).

The leading spirit in the formation of the societggs A. S. Lieberman (1844[18427]-
1880), who is considered as the pioneer of Jewasiakksm and in a sense also a
precursor of the Jewish labor movement, althoughetivere many contradictions in
his thought. At the beginning of the 1870s Liebemmaas part of a secret,
revolutionary-socialist circle of Jewish youth inln4, Lithuania. There the idea
crystallized that it was necessary to preach gsaialto the Jews in their own
languages, Yiddish and Hebrew. To escape imprisahmigeberman fled the
country, and for several years he was active indoon Berlin, Vienna, and again
London in an effort to establish a Jewish sociahigjanization. His main practical
achievement after the dissolution of the Hebrewid@ist Society was the publication
of a few issues of the first socialist periodicalsned for Jews (in Hebrewhta-

Emeth —The Truth. In London, Lieberman was connected whih Russian social
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revolutionary journalypered He was given encouragement by the editor, P.dvavr
the well-known theoretician of Russian Populism,ilevthe managing editor, V.
Smirnov, played an important role in initiating tfeainding of the Hebrew Socialist
Society.

Of the society's 30-40 members, apparently notnglesione had been born in
England. The members were Jewish immigrants fronowa countries, most of them
from different parts of Russia: Poland, Lithuanma éhe Ukraine. They were workers,
craftsmen, particularly in the clothing trades. iehevere also a few intellectuals, like
Lieberman, who became workers when they immigraiéxd society tried to form
trade unions of Jewish workers, but it is charastierthat the declared purpose of the
society was not local, but the uniting of the Jéwigorkers "to fight their exploiters”
and the preaching of socialism among them wherédwey were to be found. The
platform and the discussions, as reflected in theutes, reveal a hodgepodge of
ideological elements coming from a number of saatigtreams, echoes of ideas that
had been bandied about at the First Internatidaatjatory remarks about Bakunin
and his merits as a socialist, together with viemsch had their origin in the
ideational world of his unmitigated rival — Lavro@f the name, Karl Marx's — a
London resident — the minutes make no mention,oath the influence of his
thinking is easily seen. Far removed from the Efglabor movement and permeated
with Russian-style revolutionary socialism, theyderstood, albeit unwillingly, that
London was not Russia, and they showed a tremenidberest in German Social
Democracy.

At the same time, we find the members raising tasidoquestion of whether the
society really had aaison d'étre The salvation of the Jewish people would come
about only as a part of the salvation of mankind, r@ad in the society's platform.
Was it in the spirit of socialism, which proclaiméte equality of all mankind, to
maintain a special Jewish association? Perhapsmissnot in conformity with the
class principle? Would the socialists in the vasigountries evince sympathy for the
society and its objects? Both the questions andatm@vers given to those who
expressed doubts and reservations reflect diffeveawpoints with respect to the
nature of the connection between a socialist womigy workers, and between the ties
with the general labor movement and the consciassneowever thin, of Jewish
belonging and identity of what this entailed ingiree. The explanation of one of the

members is narrowly empirical: the Jews are living.ondon among themselves;
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therefore, and for the time being, one should vasriong them. Another member (he,
too, a former member of the above-mentioned reimiaty circle in Vilna) goes
beyond the utilitarian position and gives subjextexpression to the feeling of self-
respect, to the natural aspiration for equalityd aven to a certain grasp of the
essence of the Jewish collectivity: social socseérist in every nation, and socialists
of the Jewish nation likewise want a society thesrs their name. Lieberman touched
on these questions at a number of meetings, arddaglened the picture. True, the
class division was what counted, and for sociatis¢é® were no national distinctions.
But the complete brotherhood of all men would cabeut only under the socialist
banner; so long as the existing system prevailed#ws would always be persecuted,
they would always constitute an abnormal groupvds the Jewish bourgeoisie that
was the enemy of the Jewish workers, but precit®lthat reason the later had to
unite and organize themselves, for they alone andne else could and should fight
against their enemies. In other words, it is pedgisthe idea of class auto-
emancipation that gives rise dialectically (Liebamdoes not use the term) to the
justification for a special Jewish cohesion withisocialist framework. There is also
something common to all Jews. In answer to theraegu of one of the members (in
the course of a debate on the holding of a meetmbisha b'Ava day of fasting and
mourning) that Jewish socialists should have ngthando with any part of the old
tradition, Lieberman said that that was not neadgsso. Until the advent of the
socialist revolution, the political freedom of eyeration was a matter of importance.
Tisha b’Avcommemorated the loss of independence by the Bewigple, which had
been mourning this for over 1,800 years. For theetbeing, its value for Jewish
socialists was no less than it was for the resthefr people. As for international
solidarity, Lieberman described the program (unioately this is not given in the
minutes) the Jewish workers in each country oughadopt in order to unite among
themselves, on the one hand, and to work in harmetiythe socialist parties in all
countries, on the other.

These ideas and viewpoints do not add up to arsgsie philosophy, and owing to
the paucity of the sources we do not now whetheretiwvas one. Probably not. But
closer examination may enable us to detect herdegening of a new chapter in a
historical development, which opened with the perad Jewish emancipation in
Europe. The question was: how would the Jews b&rracated in the general society

— by gaining equality (civil or social) with thed® of their independent national
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identity, or through equality which allowed for f@ifence? In the seventies this was
mainly a matter of ideational difficulties for awelewish socialists of the type of
Lieberman and his colleagues. With the appearahaarmass Jewish labor movement
the question assumed new aspects — political agdnaational — and in effect
constituted the chief background for tieciprocal relations between European
socialism in all its branches and the Jewish labovement.

In surveying the problems involved in the influermfeEuropean socialism on the
Jewish labor movement and of those by which Eunomeialism was faced as a
result of this development, two semantic explametiwill be of help. One of them
has to do with the adjective "Jewish" in the expi@s "the Jewish labor movement".
The other concerns the geographical-territoriapscof the movement, which was an
international in miniature, as it were, and thelarption of the significance of this
fact in the context of our subject.

The adjective "Jewish" as used in "the Jewish labovement" has two connotations,
corresponding to two stages in the history of thev@ment or, perhaps it is more
correct to say, to two tendencies which frequeaflgrated side by side. Actually, we
can make a terminological distinction and say timathe beginning this was a
movement of "workers-Jews" — a definition which lg® both to Russia and the
United States. Jewish workers established their osganizations because they lived
together, worked together, and spoke the same #geguand by organizing they
wanted to satisfy various needs, whether econoroalpational or cultural-
educational. Neither the workers themselves noirttedlectuals who were connected
with the Jewish environment, who joined the workarsl frequently served as
organizers and guides, intended at the beginningstablish an independent Jewish
labor movement. The influence of socialism was sleeiin these organizations; most
of them arose to begin with under the inspiratibrisoideas. In Russia this inspiration
assumed the coloration of a blatantly revolutionampod. The Jewish labor
organizations received socialist doctrine as réw@laas a messianic vision which
had been nourished to some extent by Jewish esobiai traditions and universal
ideas of redemption. The universal ideal was tB®ri and the workers' international
was the method of achieving it. The idea of the mam struggle of the toiling masses
of all nations and tongues abolished, as it wére réality of national differences and
of the particular national aspirations, not onlytgmially — in the future order of

things — but also actually, by the force of the gmaof the spiritual and even
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organizational fusion of the workers of all landsone world movement, of which the
International was both bearer and symbol. The skctegacy — alongside
universalism — of European socialism to the Jewabbr movement was the theory of
the class struggle. This idea instilled in thosewalscepted it first of all a feeling of
self-esteem, the motivation for organization antivdg, and a new world view. The
theory was acquired mainly from popularized pamgshésplaining the ideas of Marx,
Lasalle and others. But the rather weak abstrastimgressarily sought support in
actual life. And in actual life the Jewish workegenerally worked for Jewish
employers, although usually not for big capital{gts described in the pamphlets), but
— especially in eastern Europe — for medium-sizetigetty enterprises. In this actual
life there was also a large measure of endlessshafuwork, low wages, degradation,
and all sorts of exploitation. Against this backgrd, the concepts of "capitalist
exploitation”, "class enemy" and "the class stragghssumed the form of a belief in
an unbridgeable conflict between Jewish workers dawlish capitalists. In real life
there was also a great mass of Jews who did not &ither of these two categories.
This problem was solved by the conception of tihecstire of society which declared
that anything outside of "bourgeoisie” and "praleta’ was destined by the
"historical process" to disappear and so need adaken into account. According to
these ideas, the reality of the existence of taskepeople seemed to melt away, the
inner ties within Jewry were severed, and they wawt be restored — particularly
since religion was losing its significance as adatending uniqueness of the Jews as
a whole.

Such an approach emerges from the first documethiedirst Jewish labor movement
organized in Russia Four Speeches of Jewish Workdiis Russian) at the
clandestine May Day rally in Vilna in 1892. We read

"And we Jews, too, 'Russian subjects’, renounc@wuarholidays and fantasies which
are useless for human society; we join the sotiatieks and we adhere to their
holiday... which will exist forever, for its goal i® raze to the ground the pillars of
the old world... and to establish on their ruins aldof peace for all... And as for
our holidays which were bequeathed to us by ounefat they are destined to
disappear together with the old régime".

And an echo of these words seemed to resound focoossithe ocean. An editorial in
honor of the first of May, 1894, published in the&ldish socialist monthlyZukunft

(which had first made its appearance in New Yor& fw@ars before), had this to say:
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"Adieu, holidays of religion, and adieu, nationestivities... let us raise a glass to the
freedom, equality and happiness of a nation whadbptace is the world, whose
religion is brotherhood, and whose Torah is scien&ecording to this approach, the
Jewish origin of the workers in their organizatiassan objective fact which in no
way determines their aims or goals. When Abrahamma@aame as a delegate to the
Congress of the Second International in Brussels8B1, it was as the representative
of "Yiddish-speaking workers' organizations" in tbaited States. For many years
thereafter most Jewish socialists in that courdpktpans to designate themselves in
that fashion, in order to emphasize that their wigions had nothing to do with
Jewish identity in the broad sense. And Jewish&democratic circles in Vilna by
1891-1892 no longer regarded the Jewish labor mewems an independent factor
with equal rights in the general labor movementriather as a sort of appendix to it.
Only in its second stage did the movement of Jewigtkers become a "Jewish labor
movement”, that is, it saw specific significancetlie Jewishness of the movement,
and it laid out for itself special tasks n the st of this fact — not only social,
political and economic tasks, but also those ofonat significance. In the United
States this was a long drawn-out process, whiclstvedl refer to in another context.
In Russia this tendency developed gradually byddteantil it crystallized fully in
the period of the first Russian revolution. Thevgito of the new consciousness was
linked up with the patterns of European Marxistuthiat as formulated by Plekhanov.
But essentially it constituted an independent gbtemo comprehend the special
situation of the Jewish working class within Jewestistence in general. The new
standpoint was put forward in a little pamphlet®yGozhanski that appeared at the
end of 1893, "A letter to Agitators”, and more yuih a lecture delivered by V.
Martov (later the leader of the Menshevists andslogponent of the Jewish labor
movement) at a secret meeting in Vilna on the donasf May Day, 1895.

The premise is that the Jewish working class hasiaptasks of its own, and that to
achieve them it must establish an organizationt®fown. The reference is to a
struggle for equal civil rights for the Jews in Rias This aim would be achieved only
if the Czarist regime were over-thrown and a comtstin obtained, and only if
indissoluble ties were maintained with the gendémbbr movement. There was no
automatic connection, however, between the solutibrthe question of general
freedom in Russian and the insuring of this speaiial For it was not inconceivable

that the Russian proletariat, if circumstances iregy might sacrifice those demands
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that applied to the Jews alone, such as freedoraligion or equality of rights. The
Jewish proletariat therefore had to constitute wgyan its own right and to wage a
"political-national struggle”. The fostering of tlsecialist class consciousness of the
proletariat was combined with the fostering ofnttional self-consciousness. These
in effect were the main ideological assumptionstioé Bund whose founding
convention took place in the fall of 1897 in thensacity of Vilna. They expressed a
realistic revision of the abstract internationabgtproach which brushed aside the
tangible significance of differences and contrdsveen nations, including contrast
between workers of different nations. The essemtleeorevision lay in the awareness
of the difference and the special interests ofJ#aeish workers — both as workers and
as Jews — and of the fact that these must find eled organized expression in the
general labor movement. Internationalism is nocgeed here as something fixed
and definite, but as a yearned-for goal, with thetdrs that make for separation not
ignored, but with an effort being made by both sitle overcome them. There is a
limit to the degree of confidence that the Jewisblgtariat can have in the general
labor movement with respect to the satisfactioitso$pecial needs and the fulfillment
of its special ambitions, and that is the extento$elf-confidence and the cultivation
of its independent power. This would facilitate thetering of internationalism — in a
partnership of equality — in the general labor nmoget, which in the face of reality is
obliged to act not only in accordance with prinegpbut which is also influenced by
extraneous considerations.

It is not our purpose here to consider all thedecthat led to this development. But
as far as our subject is concerned, we can saywitiesitation that if the rise of the
labor movement among the Jews was ideologicallyaayzct of the influence of
European socialism, this is not true of the cryig@ion of the Jewish labor
movement as a force in itself. The most importaetg of evidence on this point is to
be found at the congress of the Second Interndtior2russels in 1891. A. Cohen, a
representative of organizations of "Yiddish-spegkiworkers" in the United States,
moved the following question for the agenda: "W4tadll be the attitude of organized
workers in all countries to the Jewish question@& Btimulus for this question was
the intensified persecution of the Jews in Russth@articularly the expulsion of the
Jews from Moscow. The congress decided to strikegtiestion from the agenda. It
did not resolve that it was the duty of the sostajarties to fight against anti-

Semitism or to put forward as a programmatic denthedequality of political rights
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for all citizens without regard to religion or ratality. Instead, the congress
denounced both "anti-Semitism" and "philo-Semitisifie resolution also included
the following statement: "The Jewish-speaking woskbave no other means of
liberation except unity with the Socialist-laborrpes in the countries they inhabit".
That sentence can only be understood as meanithghtéra is no place for a Jewish
labor movement with goals of its own, and thatdotfis how it was interpreted (with
approval) byorwats the German Social Democratic organ. The resaiutiayeneral

— according to the testimony of the leader of ohmehe groups there — caused
resentment in Vilna. Perhaps they took some confifom the sharp criticism of it by
Plekhanov. Meanwhile there occurred the pogrom ragaihe Jews of Lodz, a
concomitant of the strike of May 1892 in that cifynere were also recollections of
the positive attitude evinced by the executive camee of the revolutionary
organizationNarodnaya Volgd"The People's Will") towards the pogroms in Rusgsia
1881-1882. The ideology of the Jewish labor movenibns appeared, from the
historical aspect, as an expression of the needrendesire for self-defence through
organizing, and for independent activity to fightéatimination and persecution, out
of a feeling of being somewhat isolated from theiremmment. This task was destined
to assume a new expression after the Kishinev pogb1903 and in the wave of
pogroms in 1905 and 1906, when organizations ofskeworkers became the leading
element in the armed "self-defence" against the@uipts. The International never
repealed the Brussels resolution, but after 19a0 bwe Bureau of the International
and its congress in Amsterdam (1904) denounced Rlssian government's
persecution of the Jews and discrimination aghesh in the law.

The Jewish labor movement in Russia took on itsdigiificance at the turn of the
century when it arrived at the distinct recognitmfrthe need to combine the national
with the socialist element in its ideology and peog. There is no single model here,
but a wide variety of organizations, streams amavsi and even with sharp struggles
being conducted between them. This testifies niyt wnhow deeply the national idea
had penetrated Russian Jewry, but also to the gmatad of socialist ideas and
revolutionary activity among broad classes of taegte. TheBund which had played
a cardinal role in the founding of Russian Sociahidcracy and which constituted
the strongest organized force within it, in 1901 fauward the demand for cultural-
national autonomy for the Jews. In 1898 Nahman iSypkiblished a pamphleDie

Judenfrage und der sozialistische Judenstamatyvhich he established the basis for
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socialist Zionism. In 1905-1906, a series of nevtipa arose. There was Poale Zion,
which stood for the establishment of a socialistiSke society in Eretz-Israel. There
was the Socialist Zionist Workers Party, which azhted a Jewish territorial
concentration, but not necessarily in Eretz-Isréelalso played an important role in
the revolutionary period of 1905-1906). The Sostaliewish Workers' Party (known
by its Russian initials, SERP) put forward the dechaor personal-national
autonomy. All these parties recognized the neetdke part, in practice, in Russian
political life. From the ideological aspect, PoZien and the "Socialist Zionists" (the
Territorialists) based themselves on Marxist axioige analysis of Jewish economic
life and, in particular, the study of the speciauation of the Jewish proletariat,
served as the point of departure for their progtamsSERP, the majority tended
towards the socialist conception of the Socialist&tutionary Party.

But the idea of Jewish nationalism, not only in4isnist and territorialist versions,
but even as formulated by tHeéund met with sharp opposition in the socialist
movement. Thdund (and SERP too) based its program on the theoteticgks of
the leaders of Austrian Social Democracy, Karl Rerand Otto Bauer. Yet Bauer —
an assimilated Jewish socialist — objected to tppli@ation of the principle of
autonomy to the Jews, since in effect he deniech#t®mnal character of the Jewish
communities. The toughest struggle took place withe Russian Social Democratic
Party, a struggle that reached its climax at tlemsg convention, when thHgundleft
the party, to return after three years. Here todiqudar weight attached to the
opposition of assimilated Jewish Social Democragy.( Martov, Trotsky) to a
national conception of the Jewish question. Buvas Lenin's position that was of
special significance. Much has been written onstiigect, and here we shall only not
a few points. TheBund proposed a federative structure for the Social @watic
Party. Lenin, who favored extreme centralism inghgy, objected. But the debate on
the structure of the party was linked up with apdie on the Social Democratic
program on the Jewish question, on national-cultavdonomy, and on the Jewish
national idea. A draft resolution which Lenin preggh(not later than July 30, 1903)
for the second convention of the Social Democraticty speaks of "national culture”
in connection with the Jews. According to elementagic, it would thus appear that
the Jews were a nationality. But less than threatholater, in an article entitled
"The Position of the Bund in the Party" (publishiadiskra on October 22, 1903),

Lenin declared that the idea of Jewish nationalismeactionary and false, and he
Copyright © 2008 Yad Vashem The Holocaust Martyrs' and Heroes' Remembrance Authority



puts the concept of Jewish "nationality” in quatatimarks. In this article,
"Concerning the Bund's Decision” (February 1, 1983)says that there is no "greater
foolishness" than to determine in advance whetherewvolution of the Jews in free
Russia would be as it had been in Western Europepb But in the other article
mentioned, "The Position of the Bund in the Partynin no longer has any doubt
that in Russia too the assimilation of the Jewsoith necessary and desirable. There
are more contradictions and zigzags that can m®wsed here, but what stands out
is the utilitarian and capricious approach in degdthe nature and future of a
national group, with reliance on quotations froorn&e Nagker, Kautsky, and, in a
later period, Bauer. Gozhanski never dreamed thatetventual renunciation of the
special demands of the Jews which he advocatedivewmain be applied to the right of
their group existence as such. The struggle oveR#ison d'étreof the Jewish labor
movement, which in this case was represented byBumed took the form of a
struggle over the right of the Jews and the Jewisketariat to determine themselves

the question of their continued national existence.

A second semantic explanation is called for heramely, the geographical
concretization of the concept, "The Jewish labovemeent”/ Technically this can be
done very simply, by giving a concentrated itemaatf the countries in which all
sorts of workers' organizations arose, developed arystallized in the period
between 1880 and 1939: trade unions, politicaliggrimutual assistance societies,
cooperatives, kibbutzim, cultural and educationgbaizations, newspapers, schools.
An almost complete list (and one quite impressivés scope) for the period before
World War | includes Czarist Russia, England, Theitétl States, Rumania, The
Austrian Empire (particularly Galicia), France, @da, Bulgaria, Ottoman Turkey
(mainly Salonica), Holland, Argentina, and Ereteatd. For the period between the
two World Wars, that map would have to be broughtaidate, to take account of the
geopolitical changes that occurred following thedk-up of the Habsburg Empire,
the revolutions of 1917 in Russia, the achievemeftindependence by Russia's
border areas (Poland, Lithuania, Latvia), as wallthe growth of new Jewish
settlements in South American countries.

The details of the history of the Jewish labor mogat in each of these countries
were of course bound up with the social and palitiexture of the particular country,

and was influenced by developments in the genakarimovement there and, more
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particularly, by the developmental trends of theouss Jewish settlements as units in
themselves and from the aspect of their relatioitis mon-Jewish society. At the same
time, we are likely to err, it would seem, if wekeathe fact of the geographical
fragmentation as our sole guide when we come tsiden comprehensive questions
of the type which become focused in the dynamidainwith European socialism,
from the ideological, programmatic, and even insihal points of view. For an
examination of the genesis of the territorial-g@pipical diffusion in the end leads us
back to the recognition of the need for some degreeéntegration, that is, of
conceiving the Jewish labor movement asnaversalhistorical phenomenon. There
exists a real, material background against which hulti-faceted unity of the
movement took shape: the process of Jewish migratrbich practically assumed the
dimensions of an exodus. The mass Jewish migraggan in the 1880s and it grew
greater and greater as World War | approached. ddwntries abandoned were
Rumania, Galicia, and Russia. The driving force wesnomic distress, but no less
important was the influence of political presswaiad legal discrimination: in Russia —
the pogroms, restrictive laws, official persecuti@md the spread of public
Judaphobia; in Rumania — the legal status of thaes J&ho were considered "aliens”;
and even in Galicia there were many indicationgpolitical and economic anti-
Semitism. The emigrants made their way westwardngland, to Argentina, to
Eretz-Israel, but mainly to the United States. mhenber of Jewish immigrants to the
United States alone in the period between 18811&id is estimated at 1,560,000,
and only a relatively small proportion — in comgan with other ethnic groups —
returned to their country of origin. The decisieetfwas that the Jewish immigrants
retained their group identity. The concentrated miyaiin certain cities and
neighborhoods (New York's East Side and London'st Ead are today only a
historical reminder of this fact). They made a saleglace for themselves in certain
branches of industry or even created them (thehidlgt industries), and they
developed different forms of communal life. The qgass of adaptation to the new
environment, which continued steadily, took plaoacomitantly with the cultivation
of a network of independent institutions — and tbis served to prevent assimilation.
Nor were the Jewish workers dissolved in the "Axaari Melting Pot". The Jewish
labor movement in the countries of absorption wasstin effect, an immigrants’
movement, both from the aspect of its social thame from that of the composition

of its leadership and the continuity of the immtgm. For two generations it
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preserved both its distinctiveness in regard toAheerican labor movement and its
attachment to the labor movements in the countiesrigin. The Jewish labor
movement in the United States was in fact a chawohahfluence of European
socialism. Most of the pioneer organizers of theidle workers in the United States
were intellectuals who left Russia after the pogsaand who had been influenced
there by the revolutionary Populism of the sevenéied eighties. Among them were
those who before coming to the United States haeh kactive in Jewish labor
organizations and in Jewish socialist newspapeEngiand, which in general served
as a way station for immigrants to the United Stame of these became workers
themselves, while others resumed their studiesdislinot sever their ties with the
movement. Among the first arrivals were memberthefAm'Olamgroup, which had
been organized back in Russia. In the spirit ofa@earian socialism characteristic of
thenarodniki,they tried in America to establish agricultural coomes, which did not
last very long. This group later contributed mawgive workers to the Jewish labor
movement. Some of them were attracted to anarchignnch as a result of the
conditions of immigrant life exerted considerabhfiuence during a certain period
among the Jewish workers in general, both in Erbland the United States. The
activity among the Jewish workers was influencedhgytrade unions of the German
workers in the United States. The German sociadilsts held a decisive position in
the Socialist Party. With its help the United Hebrérades was established in New
York in 1888, with a socialist program. This condtion of trade unionism and
socialism was also a feature of the Jewish laborem@nt in the United States later
on, and distinguished it from the dominant trendhia American labor movement, as
embodied in the American Federation of Labor whelsgan was "pure and simple
unionism”. The large wave of immigration from theripd of the first revolution and
the pogroms in Russia brought immigrants who, @nttke previous wave, included
many skilled workers who had already gone throlnghexperience of activity in the
Bund and other labor parties, and of participation he tevolutionary movement.
These brought with them something of the militapitisof their country of origin as
well as a broader grasp of the Jewish content ghatld be instilled in the labor
movement. Revolutionary activity did not have metiance of success in the United
States, but ideological and social radicalism te&ir mark on the movement even
after trade union militancy had dissipated, leawvitsgtraces by bequeathing liberal

and reformist tendencies even to the second anthttte generation of immigrants
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who, as a result of the social mobility and thenernic opportunities, were able to
abandon manual labor.

Similarly, the Eretz-Israel labor movement (the elepment of which requires
separate treatment), whose foundations were laBi¥-1905, bore many signs of
the European socialist heritage.

The link of the Jewish labor movement with the irgration process impressed on it
a special character, from the ideational aspech s s not found in any other labor
movement. In the first place, the very existencéhefprocess of immigration and the
evaluation of its nature and prospects served ag lpmemises of the Zionist and
territorialist parties in various countries (Engla Argentina, the United States, and
others). Poale Zion also organized a world uniarer&&he Jewish labor movement in
the United States, owing to its special interestawish immigration, generally took a
stand different from that of the American labor rment in general, which favored
immigration restriction. Th&und too, which was represented in the Internatiosal a
part of the Russian Social Democratic section armichv enjoyed a prestigious
position there, could no longer ignore the immigratuestion, and at the congress of
the International at Stuttgart in 1907 succeedetlatking an extreme resolution
advocating immigration restrictions.

Both the immigration question and the efforts of thewish labor parties to get the
International to admit a world Jewish section helpz put the Jewish question, as an
international question before socialist public e@m Likewise, the ground was
prepared for a change in the attitude of the Sigtildternational towards the end of
World War | and thereafter with respect to the sabpf the national rights of the
Jews in the countries where they were living andnewith respect to the Zionist-
Socialist ideal.

European socialism in its different varieties tehdehen it penetrated the Jewish
environment, to serve first of all as the inspoatior cosmopolitan and assimilatory
tendencies among a good part of the Jewish inteliéc Yet the socialist vision and
the humanitarian aspirations which derived fromia@mn aroused broad sections of
Jewish society to social consciousness and pubbtvity, advanced the
democratization of Jewish internal life, and variadd intensified the forms of
organization within it.

When the Jewish labor movement became a mass maveme spread to different

countries it in effect evinced specific forms oetforces of constancy which have
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operated in recent generations to preserve thepgdistinctiveness of the Jewish
people. At first, the Jewish labor movement dresvidieological inspiration from the
different trends of European socialism, but oncketame independent, it began to
participate in shaping the latter's character. Tdpplies first of all to questions
directly connected with Jewish life. But the Jewisbor movement also made a
unique contribution to socialist ideology and te thethods of realizing it in the spirit
of social progress — and this contribution was madgarticular by the experience of

the labor movement in Eretz-Israel.

Source: Moshe Mishkinsky, “The Jewish Labor Movemehnd European
Socialism”, durnal Of World Historyll (1968).
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“ With the help of the Conference on Jewish Material Claims Against Germany, Inc
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