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Preface

Many books have been written on Israel and Palesti i
1Im?e d}(l:als with aspects of the subject hitherto almost :(:tt:lll(; n':hll:c:o(;—
tb ist c.product not oply of study, but of first-hand expcriengcc aed'
3 servation. Durlng six months spent in Israel in the unfor; ll)ll
ays when the Jewish state was born, I lived f oy
e ot ¢ 5 part of what I have
The subject of Israel has unfor i i i
I_.Inite.d States been enveloped in a f(:;n;ft (;lsfyo:sl;li;?flllllleaz\lrzdcs én t'h'e
cism is often regarded as little short of blasphemy. As a  artisan of
thf.: st'ru.gglcs and aspirations of the people of Isralcl—sucgamsa'n i
sh.lg is msepa.ra.blc from objective historic truth—I have nciartlsa'?—
;rqucd pohc1.es, programs, and ideologies which appe o
armful to the interests of both the Israeli people and £p 131' ek
o orld democ-

term?iflevél .wErdsk ab;ut thF trans'literation of Hebrew and Yiddish
Sl empllso y :((1) r;lay I:le;te 1;eno single accepted system, and the one
. ase ever . i
spcgl.gg.as phonetic as posgble. thi’::; “Icltll’?‘i]: :::51 itr:)amlillkf) i
(ger r; a(ils‘}:, ;:gril" it 1; rotighly equivalent to the guttural “ch” ienrt(::
e t,h n;‘ac ;n. “I Eave dropped the Hebrew letter “hay,”
jilaalen anahi ing 1§h h, whc.‘,re it occurs at the end of a wor:i
e %V Ords, ' smcg.lt cusFomarlly is not sounded. The only exccpi
e in l\;v 1c£1 t’l’ns final letter is preceded by the Hebrew
ph e of Tr short “e. For example, in “sadeh,” which mean
5 nal letter is retained to indicate that the word is to b:
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pronounced as two syllables. The accent in Hebrew v.:ords tendst}t::
be on the last syllable, though there are many exceptions. For .
convenience of readers a glossary of Hebrew and Arabic terms use
in the book appears at the end of the volume. .

1 cannot begin to express my gratitude to the many people in
Israel who helped me while 1 was there .and in some cases after x;ly
return. Rather than offend any by omission from a long list, 1 ;l)lre er
to leave all of them nameless and thus cxclud‘nc: none from my Nt[:art-
felt thanks. In my own country I am espcc_lally indebted to do:he:
Miller, John Stuart, and Harriet Blaf:k Magil, all of V:vhom rea 1
manuscript and made valuable criticisms and suggestions. Tama z;)l
grateful for the assistance of the personnel of the Labor Resear :
Association of New York, the Labour Research I‘)cparft_mcnt K
London, Zionist Archives of New York, -the Public In t?rmzlx)tlon
Office of the government of Israel in ‘Tel Aviv, and the Foreign rress

Department of the Histadrut, Tel Aviv. ABM.

New York, February 1, 1950

I. Meet the People

I first met Isracl on the ship that took me there. It was an
April crossing, mildly stormy. And the Soviet steamer Rossia, an
Hitler heirloom—acquired as reparations—was carrying a group
of Palestinians and about-to-become Palestinians to the greater storm
lashing their homeland and its still unborn state. Imperceptibly
our lives aboard ship began to assume a distinct pattern. These
Palestinians had a sense of organization, and soon we were all drawn
into it: the meeting to welcome the refugees, the non-religious Pass-
over seder, the circle of discussion and play. We became part
of a compact community, a microcosm of the Yishuv itself. And
through the tapestry of our talk there wove the crimson thread of
far-off battles; Mishmar Haemek, Kfar Etsion, Castel, Ramat
Rachel—names that for these men and women were laden with life
and labor.

The moving spirits in the group were threc young men of
Hashomer Hatsair,* a Left labor Zionist organization which had
become part of Jewish Palestine’s second largest party, the United
Workers Party, known as Mapam. These men were returning
after two years of work in the Hashomer Hatsair youth movement
in the States. One of them was a former American, another had
been a refugee from Germany, the third was a former Polish Jew.
Now all three were Palestinians—soon to become Israelis.

What struck me about the returning Palestinians was their
serenity. They were going back to a land at war; their homes were
battlefronts; their relatives and friends were in arms. Yet they
showed no tension or fear, no flicker of regret at leaving America,
no hint of wanting to be anywhere but in Palestine. The deep

*For an explanation of Hebrew and Arabic terms see Glossary of names
and terms, p. 219.
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