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On the Jewish Problem

I

T is a long time since I saw such a tangle of
confusion and contradictions as that displayed
by Bert Ramelson in "An Old Problem Rediscussed".
The very first sentence claims that "The Jewish
problem is not the same as the problem of Israel".
A very convenient sort of theory which leaves
only anti-semitism as the real problem. The truth
is that the existence of Israel impinges, to some
extent, on Jewish life in all countries, and Ramelson underlines this truth in his own article, by
dealing at some length with the problem of Israel
and then contradicting his own theory.
Similarly, on the national question he emphasises that since the Jews are not a nation, they
cannot be affected by the national question. If
that is true, how is it that Ramelson himself can
state as he does that an "Israeli nation is rapidly
emerging"? Can such a nation emerge in such
circumstances without pre-supposing that the
national question does indeed apply? Should we
not be examining the particular historic forms and
inter-connections that gave it birth?
I think it is time we realised that our approach
as in Ramelson"s article has led us into a blind
alley. The theory that "anti-semitism is the main

Published by the Communist

Party,

issue" was true enough in the pre-war years and
succeeded in rallying the Jews in the fight against
Fascism. But we have failed altogether to recognise the intense feeling of Jewish consciousness
that arose as a direct result of the Nazi murders
and which had such a powerful impetus on the
national struggle for the State of Israel. Since the
war, this factor has played a much more important part in Jewish life than the problem of antisemitism. By ignoring it as we have done, we have
cut ourselves off from the main body of Jewish
people so that the splendid and widespread support we were once proud to have is now at a low
ebb.
More than that, as our influence decreases, that
of the reactionaries grows. The sad fact related
by Ramelson of Jewish workers supporting the
Suez aggression shows the extent of this decline
among a body of workers that were always generally clear-sighted politically.
Only when we take cognisance of the new
Jewish consciousness and work out a positive
policy in line with it will we once again take up
the position of leadership that we once held on
the Jewish question.
JACK
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PEOPLE'S
COMMUNES I N
CHINA

CfflNA
KNOWLEDGE
SERIES
—Students of Chinese history,
geography or culture have always been
handicapped by the lack of reliable
material in the English language.
This lack is now being made good by
the pubhcation in Peking of this
new series, designed to provide
detailed information on specific
subjects and an over-all picture of the
country and its people.
The first two volumes are available:

I A SHORT HISTORY of
CLASSICAL CHINESE
LITERATURE
by Fang Yuan-chun
paper, 132 pp

3s 6d

II AN OUTLINE HISTORY
OF CHINA
paper, 487 pp

7s

Further volumes including A Simple
Geography and A Short History of
Modern Chinese Literature will appear
shortly in the

CHINA
KNOWLEDGE
SERIES
{Order from your usual Bookseller or
from the Sole Distributors)

COllET'S HOIDINGS limited
44-45 Museum Street, London, W.C.I

Here, at last, is some basic information which is
essential for an understanding of the full meaning
and character of the Communes. Included are
draft regulations of one Commune and a section
"How to run a Commune".
90 pages
Is.

A SIMPLE
GEOGRAPHY OF
CHINA
This volume, the third in the China Knowledge
Series, is now available. It provides basic information on China's geography, location and borders,
her physical features, climate, mineral resources,
soils and vegetation, population and people as
well as details of the twelve regions into which
the country is divided. 47 maps and index.
256 pages
Illustrated
5s. 9d.
Earlier volumes in this series are

A N OUTLINE
HISTORY OF
CHINA
From Peking'Man and prehistoric times to the
establishment of the People's Republic. Beautifully illustrated with drawings, photographs,
and colour plates.
487 pages
7s.

A SHORT
HISTORY Of
CHINESE
CLASSICAL
LITERATURE
132 pages
Illustrated
3s. 6d.
CENTRAL BOOKS
37 Grays Inn Road,
London, W.C.I
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