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EDITORIAL NOTES

July 1st, 1977, marks the First Anniversary of the Somali Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party. The celebration of this historical event co-
incides with the seventeenth anniversary of the independence and
unification of former British and ltalian colonized territories. The
independence of the former French Somaliland on June 27th gives
this year’s celebration greater meaning and significance.

On October 21st, 1969, the Somali Armed Forces led by Jaalle
Mohamed Siad Barre spearheaded a popular bloodless revolu-
tion which overthrew the previous neco-colomial regime. From
the very beginning, it become obvious that the so-called mili-
tary coup in Somali was radically different from similar events taking
place in Africa and elsewhere. The Somali Revolutionary Go-
vernment began to pursue policies that were geared towards drastic
socio-economic transformation. Nationalisation and other measures
were pursued which aimed to create a public sector oriented economy.
Radical changes were introduced in education particularly, hoth in
formal schooling and mass education (literacy) made possible by the
adoption of a script for the Somali language in October 1972. Crash-
programmes and various self-help projects were launched.

Politically, the Revolutionary Government began to organise
and politically educate Somalia’s revolutionary masses. The adop-
tion of Scientific Socialism as the guiding ideology provided principles,
methods and a framework for such tasks. The need for a party to
guide the Revolution was felt from the very beginnings, but the grou-
ndwork had to be laid carefully until it led to the birth of the SRS a
vear ago.

The SRSP is a vanguard Party guided by the principles of democ-
ratic centralism. At the Founding Congress, the First Central Com-
mittee of the SRSP was elected. Among the first tasks of the SRSP
were those connected with laying out the structures and functions of
the various CC Bureaus. - This was carried cut simultaneously with
the tasks connected with laying out the regional and district branches
of the SRSP, 'These, in turn, led to the meed to overhaul the
previous system of regional and local administration.

Meanwhile, the SRSP has organised various courses and trainni-
ng programu>s for its memhber and candidates at various levels. Many

of these cominss were held in Somalia, in Mogadishu and in the
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vegions. The political Science Institute at Halane has been upgra-
ded and given the crucial role of the national centre for training
Party cadres. Friendly Socialist countries participated in the gene-
ral educational progroume by inviting SRSP delegations to visit their
countries. So far, SRSP delegations have made study-tours of the
following countries: the Soviet Union (about different groups ha-
ve visited the USSR up to now), the German Demcratic Republic,
Czechoslovakia, Yoguslavia and the Peoples Republic of China. In
future, other SRSP delegations are expected to visit Bulgaria (at least
two different groups), Cuba, Korea etc.

The SRSP has had numerous international functions and con-
tacts. All these were pursued inorder to fulfill the objectives of the
SRSP Programme calling for the meed to increase relations with socia-
list countries, with the national liberation movements and with the
working-class movement in the capitalist states.

The third ordinary session of the First Central Committee of the
SRSP was crucial in several respects. It passed important resolu-

- tions pertaining to various socio-economic tasks. It began preparati-

ons aimed at Party directed Economic planning. It also passed reso-
lutions aimed at the re-organisation of Somalia’s social organisations.

Accordingly, a Founding Congress wias held which led to the hirth
of the Somali Women Democratic Organisation on March 8th, the Ge-
neral Federation of Somali Trade Unions on st May and on May 15th
we witnessed the establishment of the Somali Revolutionary Youth
Union? These organisations are currently laying out their national and
local structures. In carrying out such tasks, they are indeed helping the
SRSP to deepen its roots among the masses.

All such structural changes have gone hand in hand with new
levels of cultural awareness. New songs, poems and plays have ap-
peared about the necessary roles of a vanguard Party and social orga-
nisations. ‘Qualitatively newer perspectives are begining to emerse.
The Party is the gunarantee of the historical continuity of the Revo-
hution. The Secretary-general of the CC of the SRSP, Jaalle Moha-
med Siad Barre issued several important directives aimed at highlig-
hting the leading role of the SRSP in all aspects of Somali political,
administrative, economie, social and cultural life.

The Party is only one year old, it still has to grow up and matu-
re. Several tasks remain to be done. Party cells have just been laid
out, they need more time to be able to function normally. The sys-
tematization and expansion of Scientific Socialist education  within
the SDR has a long way to go. Beginning in October 1976, HAL-
GAN began to appear as the official organ of the CC. of the SRSP.
The tasks aimed at distributing it and using it systematically in Party
lessons has just begun. The same thing can be said on just . about
every task undertaken by the SRSP in its first year.

. -
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The SRSP is a living organ and therefore it needs to inhale oxy-
gen and to exhale carbon dioxide. In the struggles ahead, the SRSP
will indeed need the energy and commitment of new revolnztlonary
members, it will also heed to invoice its members in the process of
the revolutlonary construction of a new society.

The SRSP in guiding the SDR continues to pursue the peaceful
policies initiated since 1969, The SRSP wishes to see peace and good
neighbourly relations prevail all over the world and specially around
the Horn of Africa. ‘Genuine peace results from justice. All formis
of exploitation and national appression must be eliminated in otder
to guarantee peace and progress. That it why the SRSP strongly en-
dorses the struggie of the Palestine people denied of their fundamental
rights, the struggle of the Arab people against Zionist Israel which
occupies Arab territories, the struggle of the people of Zimhahwe,
Nantibia and South Africa. That is why the SRSP condemns the
colonial oppression imposed on Somali people and strives for the
peaceful reunification of the motherland brutally divided by imperial-
ism. The SRSP is totally opposed to imperialism, colonialism, neo-
colonialism, Apartheid, racism, Zionism. 1t strongly supports the strug-
gle for peace and progress, for socialism.

JIZUTI BECOMES
INDEPENDENT

Rapid decolonization is one of the main features of our epoch.
After more than a century of political struggle, the last French Colony
in the African contivent-Jibuti-won its independence ok 27th  June
1977.

Thinly peopled. about a guarter of a million with limited reso-
urces, the tiny country occupies a very strategic position at the Sou-
thern gate of the Red sea, and that has been the main reason hehind
France’s tenacious grip over the small tertitory for such a long period.

The country’s accession to independence has heen relatively smo-
oth and steady. In their pursuit of liberation, the people of Jibuti
were supported by such august bodies like the UN.O., the OAU,
the Arab League, the non-aligned countries and the mternational de-
mocratic organizations. Needless to say that substantial support by
the SDR has been a major contribution to the liberation process of
that country.

Franice leaves the country poor and backward in évery aspect
but with the spirit displayed by the leaders of the country to solve
their differences and foster unity. It is hoped that they would be ab-
le to overconie the problems of utiderdevelopient, counting prima-
vily on their own efforts and all friendly assistance.

— 4
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The Young repeblic is within stone’s throw from Bab-el-mandah,
the Southern enterance of the Red sea. Its geopolitical position att-
racts international attention. This is likely to jeopardize the new
state’s endeavour to a free and genuine development but the people
of Jibuti are firmly determined to overcome all these difficulties and
realize their social and economic objectives.

A policy of non-alignment, peaceful co-existence, respect of the
internal affairs of other states, coaperation and goad neighbourliness
followed by the new republic will definitely frustrate a lot of tlhe tre-
achierous schemes imperialism has in store for the whole Red sea area.

The SDR rightly considers the independence attained by Jibuti
a positive re-inforcement to its own independence and heartly congra-
tulates all the Somali people and the inhabitants of Jibuti on this
Jubilant occasion and assures its sister republic once again of its un-
reserved support in the consolidation of the political independence
and economic development of the emergent state.

17 YEARS OF NATIONAL
INDEPENDENCE

Under the scorching heat of the summer sun, the people of the
Somali Democratic Republic celebrated on the 1st July 1977, the 17th
anniversary of its national independence and unmification.

The 1st of July always brings back to memory the long thorny
path travelled by the Somali liberation movement, the difficult condi-
tion, the bitter struggles the Somali people waged against the colonial
powers. It also recalls to memory how the oppressed and exploited So-
mali masses had been trecherously betafayed by those sellfish and
greedy elements whom they threw up in to the flrst nine years of
our formal independence.

The experiences of those dark years have nurtured the Revolu-
tionary favour of the popular masses; disclosed the dangerous Neo-co-
lonialist policy athered to by the ruiing body and there had been an
intensification of the struggle agawst the agents of imperialism for a
real social change that would improve the lot of the toiling masses.

The unreleting struggle by the working people, was wrowned
by the 21st October Revolution which overthrew the old defunct or-
der and geared the people’s toil, energy and talents towards the conso-
lidation of their independence, economic and cultural advaance.
A great deal have been achieved ever since and the Ist July is al-
ways a witness to new success ana  glaring victories attained by the
Revolutionary republic.
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The nationalisation of the major foreign enterprises, the statali®
zation of trade, the cooperation of agriculture, the writing of the
Somali Language and its adoption as the official education and admi-
nistrative media, the establishment of the Somali Revolutionary Socia-
list Party and the mass organisations, there are but a few of the gains
to which the post-revolutionary 1st July hear witness to-

However. greater tasks still lte ahead. The radical transformation
of the society; the complete elimingtion of unemployment, disease and
illiteracy still remains an ardous task that entail patience, hard work
comfled with clairty of visiorn.

We are celebrating our 17th anniversary of national independence
at cheking the vevolutionary march in the area. The imperialist for-
at a time when the whole area is wrought with heinous schemes aimed
ces and some irrational neighbouring countries are both conniving
against the realisation of peace and mutual understanding in the area.

In this happy occasion: therefore et us all rally behind the Par
ty, consolidate the unity of the democratic forces, escalate our solidar-
rity with our natural allies, heaware of all schemes detrimental to the
developmente of our revolution, and, then we can rest assured that al
diabolic plots will meet nothing but utter failure and disappointment.

Now that we are celebrating the 17th anniversary of the natior
nal independence, we are quite cownfident and are very much opti-
misstic about the inevitability of the liberation of the Somali territo-
ries still under colonial yoke. Naturally, the pursuance of this objecti-
ve require us to consolidate our unity and to stand in one front against
all challenges being encountered in this direction.

Eritrea: the Struggle Continues

The fact that Eritrea and its struggle for independence from
Ethiopian rule have been much in the news during the past few years,
and especailly so recently, is an illustration of the fact that the Eri-
trean liberation struggle has entered a decisive phase.

The last decades of the nineteenth century saw the carving up
of the African continent by European imperialist powers. Italy, Joi-
ning the hectic scramble for Africa rather late, managed to carve up
Libya, Eritrea and what became Italian Somaliland. Italy penetrated
Eritrea in the 1880°s and established ¢ formal colony in 1840,

The history of Eritrea is rather like the history of the part of So-
ma'ia colonized by Italy. Both countries experienced a phase of early
Italian colonial rule which came to he abruptly intensified by fascist

— b —
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ltaly’s military imperialist activities. Both countries experienced a
brief period of British rule after the ltalian fascist defeat in 1941.

Eritrea became a historically definite community due to its his-
tory of confrontation and resistance to colonial adversaries : - Italy
(prior to 1941), England (during the 1940 ), and presently Ethio-
pia.

Following the Italian defeat, international imperialist forces fa:
voured Ethiopia’s claim to Eritrea: US imperialists led the rest because
they planned to build a crucial military base ( Kagnew ) in Eritrea with
Ethiopian support. '

The moves to place Eritrea under Ethiopian rule were opposed
by all international progressive forces. At the time the USSR for in-
stance strongly opposed such moves.

Ethiopia carried out a movement of sabotage, terror, massacre
and assassination in Eritrea in order to foster its colonialist policies.
The Eritrean coptic Church also proved to be a useful agent of this
conspiracy against the fundamental rights of the Eritrean people.

As early as 1949, certqin progressive elements among the FEri-
trean patriots began to discuss the possiility of forming an Eritrean
fiberation front. However, popular opinion seemed to favour granting
the United Nations’ solution a chance. The materialisation of a libera-
tion front was thus postponed.

It did not take long to convince Eritreans that the UN manda-
te and its prosposed federal parlimentary solution had failed. Eritre-
ans saw their country gradually losing its sovereignty. Eritrean do-
mination also resulted in the deterioration of the economic and social
situation. The regime of Haile Sal'asie abrogated Eritrea’s UN decrsed
antonomy. For decades it brutally oppressed and exploited the Eri-
trean people.

For every action, there is a reaction, for every form of cppression
there 1s a struggle against it, a struggle for liberation. An urban guer
rilla force, the Eritrean liberation movement was established in 1954.

Then came September 1961 when the Eritrean Liberation Fromt was

established. That marked the commencement of the armed phase of
the Frittean liberation struggle- In waging this struggle, the ELF is
complimented by another organisation born later, the popular libera-
tion front (PLF). In waging this bitter struggle, these organisations
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have appeared the ELF-RC, the PLF and ELF-PLF. Despite frequent
and some times bloody conflicts, the various organisations have often
co-ordinated, as they are doing presently, their liberation activities
against Ethiopian forces.

For 16 years, the people of Eritrea have horne arms in the struggle
for independence. Is their a better testimony to their historical right
for self-determination? The military struggle waged by the Eritrean
people have been outstanding. Nevertheless, the profoundity of the Eri-
trean liberation movement lies in the transformations it has caused on
all aspects of Eritrean society- While struggling agamnst Ethiopian do-
mination, Eritreans have been able to transcend decadent and archaic
traditions. to liberate men and women, to imtiate agrarian reforms and
new attitudes towards Iabour and production. Whi'e fighting for its
nationai independence, Eritrea has been able to wage a democratic
revolution that is pavnig the path to a people’s republic.

This difficult struggle waged by the Eritrean people has a signifi-
cant effect on the masses in Ethiopia in their struggle against their
exploiters. lustead of recognising the rights of the Eritrean people and
seeking a political so'ution to the problem, the new regime in Addis
Abeba is trying to wage an ali-out holy war against the Fritrean peo-
ple. Apart from relying on professional soldiers and mercenaries, the
new regime tries to instil rabid forms of chauvininsm among the poor
peasants in Ethiopia. It gathers poor peasants and other unemployed
groups, provided them with arms and marches them off to die in  Eri-
trea for the sake of a imperialist conception of «sacred houndaries».

A nation that oppresses other nations cannot itself be free. So-
cialist rhetorics notwithstanding, the new regme in Ethiopia seeks to
continue the oppressive policies of former regimes. All attempts to
change the forms but not the substance of oppression end exploitation
are bound to fail.

The Eritrean struggle has lasted 16 years and yet it seems able to
last another 1o years or whatever true it takes to eliminate national
and social oppression.

The Eritrean revolution symholizes a national and class struggle
against an  African ruling class. Accordingly it is bound to have
a far reaching impact on future revolutions in Africa and most of the
Third World.
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PARTY LIFE

TOWARDS THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF Tuf
FOUNDATION OF THE PARTY:

THE PROCESSES OF FORMATION OF THE SRSP
AND THE SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

By Omer Salad Elmi

Member of the CC of the SRSP

1. BEFORE THE REVOLUTION

The history of tie liberation struggle of the So-
mali Nation is a long one which dates back to early
16th century, the times of Ahmed Gurey’s movement.
After many ups-and-dowrs, the movement wast once
iin revived by the dervishes and their hero, Sayid
Mohamed Abdulle Hassan. In this struggle, which
went on from 1901 to 1921, the Somali Nation resolu-
tely cpposed  the colomalists who conquered our
country  after the imperialistic Berlin Confercnce of
1884, i

The struggle  of the Dervish movemuent was a
source of inspiration and encouragement for the sub-
scquent birth of the political parties at the end of the
Second World War following the defeat of ths Fasci-
sm.  These parties which fought for the liberation of
the country were led by the Somali Youth League,
which had been the vanguard for the liberation strug-
gle from 1943 o 1960, when the country achieved its
independence.  The Somal: Youth League had given
the masess a sense of unity, patriotism and political
ivity.  The masses had reached a high degree of
consciousness whereby they had  replaced
‘eir Eribaiistic outlook and selfish thinking by a spirit

of unity and national cohesion.

In its programme, the SYL stated: «All Somalis
ars equal brothers, undivided by tribalism, creed or
by religious sects.» The colonialist used to brand
ihe young leaders of the Party as communists because
it had failed to shatter their unity, to impede the par-
ty programme or to out-manoeuvre their tactics. How-
ever, it is not untrue that the leadership of that Party

i | ey
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had progressive ideas. Comrade Yassin Haji Osman,
the leader of the League, was progressive and revolu-
tionary man who had connections and consultations
with the Mogadishu branch of the Italian Communist
Party. The emblem of the SYL was a3 triangular lea-
ve resting on a nascent crescent; this signifies the in-
ternational emblem of socialism, (the Fammer and the
sickle), in a disguised form. The solid umity which
the Somali masses reached under the leadership of the
SYL. had made it possible that two of the [ive parts,
into which the Colonialists divided the Somali nation,
achieved their independence in 1960; as usual, the co-
lonialists had handed over the power of the govern-
ment to trained puppets who were serving their own
interests as well as colonialist’s ones,

Thus, the struggle and the aspirations of tht mas-
ses were doomed to failure and despair. Secking
alliance with neo-colonialism, the regime began to
practise the known colonial policy of «divide and ru-
le», through the instrumentality of tribalism, bribery
and all forms of corruption. That policy had brought
about disappointment, disintegration, decline of na-
tionalism and cut-throat competition for selfish inter-
ests. The socioceconomic formation being at a pre-
capitalist stage, that situation was deteriorated by the
neo-colonial  system. There was economic bankrup-
cy; if we put it 11 other words, the country had be-
come an mdebted captive in the hands of world im-
perialism. Salaries and ordinary expenditures could
not be met and imperialism had great influence on the
country, not to speak of development.

For that reason, there was no doubt that the coun-
try had become a helpless bondage, politically as well
as culturally. ‘Out of this disintegration and disil-
lusionment, came an immense number of «Political and
social» organisations. The number of these so-called or-
ganizations reached 88; actually they were organizations
intended to sow the seeds of discord among the peo-
ple aud to halt the people’s struggle for total indepen-
dence and national development, so that the interests
of neocolonialism and imperialism could flourish
peacefully. Some of these organizations claimed to
have progressive ideas; nevertheless they werme over-
whelmed bu reactionary trenrs,  Although the ge-
neral situation remained so, yet the siruggle of the So-
mali people for true independence and tangible eco-
nomic development, had never ceased blazing.  The
masses had displayed strong opposition and hatred
for the regime which was serving the colonial intcrests.

The existing trade unions and youth associations,
though they were mfluenced by the prevailing condi-

tions, actively opposed that regime. We can take as
examples, the strikes staged by the workers and youth
in the years of 1967 and 1968, in which the pillars of
that regime were heavily shaken. These strikes and
many others had enjoyed the support of the entire ma-
sses, either openly or secretly. That situation is an
indication of the fact that the people wanted changes
in the system, but that they lacked an organization to
lead them. A progressive worker’s party could have
saved the nation of such difficulties. But the workers
mostly government employess, were less then 30,000.
The workers in the private economic sector numbered
under 5,000. Was it then possible to have such =&
Party? The answer is, «no»! What hope did the mas-
ses have? The National Army. The masses recog-
nized that the National Army was unaffected by the
corruption which was rampant everywhere. For
that reason, their slogan was: «National Army, come
for our rescuel»,

I'. THE BIRTH OF THE REVOLUTION AND
THE CRFATION OF THE PUBLIC RELATIONS
OFFCE.

The Revolution of 21st October 1969 had over-
thrown this situation. This Revolution was organized
by porgressive Officers from the Armed Forces, under
the leadership of Comrade Major-General Mohamed
Siad Barre, these Cfficers could not tolerate the mal-
administration and exploitation of tht people; they
could " not remain indifferent to the danger which
threatened the very existence of the nation; so they ac-

—_— I —
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ted bravely, representing the true feelings of and en-
joving confidence and the support of the masses.

By its First Charter, the leadership of the Revolu-
tion the Supreme Revolutionary Council — chaired by
Comrade Major-General Mchamed Siad Bare, had
abolished the Constitution, dissolved the Parliament
and the Cabinet Ministers, and had shelved all otler
laws which were contrary to the objectives of the Re-
volution. The Charter hed clearly outlined the poli-
tical orientation of the Revolution, committing the
nation to «the creation of a new society based on jus-
tice, the right to work and social equality». Revolu-
tionary Councils, composed of Officers from the Ar-
med Forces, were formed at regional and district le-
vels; these councils represented the authority of the
Revolution in the Regions and Districts. Apart
from the nationalization of the basic economic sectors,
the Revolution immediately took measures to estors
pride, patriotism and unity in the people. The Sup-
reme Revolutionary Council immediately (in Novem-
ber 1969)  established a Public Relations Office,
with the assignment of being a liason between the
SRC and the general Pukblic. Among other things,
the task of the Office was to transmit SRC decisions
and  directives 10 the masses on  the one
hand, and to transmit letters, petitions and messages
(all containing either supports, or counsels complaints
up the ladder to the SRC, Then step-by-step, the Of-
fice began to mobilize the masses.

The first task carried out by the PRO was to
organize mass-rallies in support of the major decisions
of the Revolution such as the nationalization of basic
economic sectors, the adoption of scientific Socialism
as the system of the country, and the successive or-
ientation campaigns launched on labour, on the appli-
cation of Scientific Socialism, on self-help schemes,
and against tribalism, regionalism, inequality, nepotism
and corruption. Mass rallies were also organized in
support of liberation movement and oppressed peo-
ples and in condemnation of the intrigues and machi-
nations of colonialism, mmperialism and their lackeys.
With the responsibilities of the Cffice thus expanded,
SRC realized that it was time to form people’s com-
mittees to help the Office to mobilize the masses and
to orient them to participate in the nation-building.
In order to master the task of mobilizing and organi-
zing the general Public, directives were issued to re-
cruit and train progressive cadres for the Office. This
task was to be fulfilled between 1970 and early 1971.
In September 1971, Mogadishu was divided into 13

quarters in order to make the tasks of mobilization,
organization, orientation and nation-building much
easir and simpler; and PRO cadres were cultivated
i all the 13 quarters to be headed by these trained
cadres, who represented the Office in the 13 quarters.
In each quarter, a 25-member people’s committee wag
formed with representatives of the workers, youth
women, elders and petty traders. Chaired by the re-
presentative of the PRO, the responsibilities of the
Commuttee included:

1. To hold regular orientation mass rallies to in-
form the people of the SRC decisions and of the
continuous directives in which the SRC Chamr-
man Comrade Mohamed Siad Bare explain the
progressive ideas and socialism or condemn and
expose the inhuman plots of colonialism, imperia-
lism ete.

2. To mobilize and involve the masses in the parti-
cipation of the national reconstruction under the
motto:  «self-help». These self-help schenmks con-
sisted of schools, hospitals, dispensaries, offices
roads, gardens, farms, etc.  This was to channel
saving made from this free labour to other pro-
jects.

5. To organize mass rallies in support of both the
SRC decisions and the commemorations of na-
tional holidays; rallies in support of the victories
scored by the progressive forces, the liberation
movements and oppressed peoples. We can ta-
ke, as examples  the mass-rallics held under the
slogans: «Free Palesting!s «Halt the American
napalm burning the Vietnames people!», «Free
South Africal» and «Release Angela Davis».

4.  To recruit ard train patriotic and revolutionary
cadres to implement the programme of the Re-
volution.

5. To safeguard the security of the Revolution.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE QUARTERS,
ORIENTATION CENTERS AND SOCIAL COM-
MITTEES

All these duties were carried out by the PRO. As
the tasks of mobilization, organization and orients-
tion expanded constantly, in February 1972, the SRC
diceded to establish Orientation Centres in all quar-
ters of Mogadishu. By availing the masses enough
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space to get together, these centres had facilitated the
task of mobilizing, organizing and orienting the mas-
ses; they were big enough to seat a large audience and
to provide conference halls and offices for the various
committees. Parralell to this form of mass organiza-
tion was the expansion of the number and the scope
of thepeople’s committees. The Quarter Commit-
tee was supplemented by three more Committees: i.c.
Workers Committee, Youth Committee and Women
Committee, each one consisting of 15 members. These
three committees came under the main committee wh-
ich members also represented the workers youth, wo-
men, elders and small traders. The main committee
was responsible for the general administration of the
Quarter in field of organization, economy, mobi-
lization, orientation and self-help schemes. The
workers, youth, and women commitbees were particu-
larly assigned to deal with mobilizing, orienting and
involving their respective groups in the participation
of the nation-building; at the same time, these cocm-
mittees assisted the main committee in its tasks.

The members of these cimmutieces were nomina-
ted by the PRO with the consultation of the PRO
representative in the concerned Quarter. To be eligi-
ble for the membership of these committees, one had
to be a staunch supporter of the Revolution, a hard-
woeker and loyal. The main committee was chaired
by the PRO representative in the Quarter. The com-
mittee discussed its business in a frank and friendly
manner, and reached its decisions by majority votes.
The PRO representatives were authorized to deal
with unexpected situations and to decide on urgent
matters which could not wait committee sessions.
Everything was done to ensure that PRO representa-
tives were persons of a high sense of responsibility.
loyalty and political conscicusness.  Those found
incapable of fulfiling  their duties properly we
re replaced. As we have said earlier, the crea-
tion of new  Orientation Centres in the Quar-
ters  had added, both in quantity and in quali-
ty, to the mobilization, orientation and organi-
zation of the masses. In  addition to the vari-
ous social committees, a force of Victory pionee-
rs  (Guulwadayaal) was quickly founded. Gro-
wn from the youth of the Capital City, Moga-
dishu,  these Victory Pionecers were given train-
ing courses to raise their political consci-
ousness, These training courses were related to
the campaign on the application of Scientific

Socialism.  Numbering  thcusands, these  pion-
cers  had been  given a two-week seminar in
Waberi Quarter (now  Waberi  District) of
Mogadishu  between the last week  of Septem-
ber and the first week of August 1972, after
they had completed training courses in  their
respective Quarters. While under training they mar-
ched. in  the main stmsets of the City,
reciting progressive slogans and singing revolutionary
songs in praise of the Revolution, and pledging to sa-
crifice their lives in defence of the Revolution. They
also shouted slogans to scare the anti-revolutionary
forces. Amongs these popular new songs were: «Vic-
tory Pioneers, Siad» «We won't feel fatigue of the
work; we won't let our spears deflect from the enemy».

The closing ceremony of that training was held in
Bondere (now Bondere District) of Mogadishu on 19
August 1972. Attended by more than 20,0003 youth,
ceremony was addressed by the Chairman of the SRC
Comrade Mohamed Siad Bare, who named th new
youth force as «Victory Pioneers», after hearing them
sung the song «Victory Pioneers, Siad» (Guulwada Si-
yaad), which identifies themselves as being the defen-
ders of the achievements of the Revolution.

The formation of these young Victory Pioneers
did not come out of the thin air, but it was a response
of the Somali youth to the plea made by the Leader
of the Revolution, Comrade Mohamed Siad Barme in
December 1971 at the Benadir Football Stadium,
where he had entrusted the Flag of the Revolution
to the young: In his plea comrade Mohamed Siad
Bare stated: «We have entrusted the Flag of the
Revolution to the youth who will defend it, both
from the internal anti-revolutionaries and from the
imperialists abroad».

The imperialists and their stages had made se-
veral futile attempts to overthrow the Revolution.
However, thanks to the constant vigilance of the re-
volutionary forces, those plots and coups were expos-
ed and foiled in time. At the same time, the «Flo-
wers of the October Revolution» (Ubaxa Kacaanka)
was formed in all Orizatation Centres. This force
consists of children aged between 6 and 14 years. The
committees of that period, included political represen-
tatives nominated from the workers of the State Organs
tc be a liason between the PRO and the workers and
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to hizlp the PRO in mobilizing and orientating the wor-
kers, First there was one representative worker for
each flate organ and later a committee of three mem-
bers.

The mobilization, the orientation and the organi-
zation of the masses werz confined to the Capital Ci-
ty, Mogadishu.  As it had obviously enjoyed the large-
st number of cadres and propaganda instruments, in-
deed, the Capital City served as a lab where new me-
thods of mass-mobilization and new organizational
forms were first applied and experimented so that suc-
cessful ideas could be introduced to elsewhere in the
country. Although it was not as fully planned and as
strong as those in the capital where the PRO had its
Headquarters, yet the programme of mobilization and
the orientation of the masses were in full swing throu-
ghout the country.

The Public Relation Office had no regionel or
district branches. The task of mobilizing and organ-
izing the masses rested on the shoulders of the Revaolu-
tionary Councils and their sub-committees. Known as
the «National Guidance Committee», these sub-com-
mittees consisted of workers, women, youth and el-
ders. The Regional Revolutionary manners in which
the PRO conducted its business in Mogadishu. Becau-
se of the decisions and directives continuously pouring
out of the SRC and the Council of Secretaries, and be-
cause of the intensive development projects then going
cn, the masses had maintained a great measure of cag-
erness and enthusiasm to get mobilized for th partici-
pation in the national reconstruction, We can say
that the revolutionary enthusiasm of the masses had
reached its climax between late 1971 and mid 1972,
Because of this high peak of revolutionary spirit, that
is the period when many revolutionary songs, poems,
and slogans were composed; it was the time when the
masges had  learnt chorus songs such as «Victory Pio-
neers, said», which had become the official song of
the Revolution, «Retreat not and we shall always cro-
wn you with flowers», «We won't feel fatigue of the
enemy».  The popular working songs and slogans
such as «Oh! idle onlookers, your country is wunder
construction», «lmmortal as you-aren’t, die for your
country», were but few examples of the revolutionary
enthusiasm while Hotel Juba — burned by the enemy
— was being reconstructed under a self-help scheme.
The construction was estimated at 32 mullion shillings
but it cost 16 million shillings enly. The Headquar-
ters of the National Trade Fair is another exemplary

project which clearly shows what our revolutionary
workers had proven to be capable of achieving during
that period. 'This large Trade Fair and Hotel Taleh
were completed within 24 days. This project, if
constructed at a normal speed, could have taken at
least a year to finish.

THE EXPANDED PRO RESPONSIBILITIES
In March 1972, the SRC had issted a law which

expanded both the responsibilities and the power of
the PRO. In addition to the responsibilities already

entrusted with the Office, the new law had charged
the PRO with the task of creating social organizations
— trade union, youth organizations and women asso-
ciations. This meant that the PRO tasks of mobiliz-
ation throughout the length & the breadth of the count-
ry. This task also included the training of the politi-
cal cadres. At the same time, the organizational stru-
cture of the PRO was enlarged; the number of the ex-
isting departments of the mobilization of the workers,
foreign relations, inspection and propaganda were all
increased.  New departments such as the Depart-
ments of youth, women, training, etc were created.
The heads of these departments executed their duties
in the form of committees. With the assistance of so-
cialst countries such as the Soviet Union and the Ger-
man Democratic Republic (GDR), the training of po-
litical cadres was intensified. Hence, by mud 1972,
it was possible to send PRO representatives to all re-
gions and districts (16 regions and 79 districts at the
time). That period marked the time when mass mo-
bilization and the natioaal orientation had passed the
experimental stage in Mogadishu and spreaded to the
entire country.

— 1% G
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After one year, the regions and the destricts had
caught up the pace of the Capital in the fields of mo-
bilization and mass organization. Since the objectives
behind mobilizing and orgamizing the masses and rai-
sing the political conscicusness of the people was to
transfer the public administration to the people them-
selves, the SRC had issued the Local ‘Government Law
in June 1972. Under this Law which came into force
on 21st October 1972, new regional, district and vil-
lage committees were formed, The members of these
committees were drawn from the workers, youth, wo-
men, farmers as well as from other social strata. These
committees replaced the councils which were formed in
the Regions and Districts after the birth of the Revol-
ution, which consisted of only four officers from the
Armed Forces.

The members of these new Committees were se-
lected from among the workers who had manifested
a long mecord of struggle, hard-working, patriotism,
revolutionary zeal and love for the principles of so-
cialism. On the proposal of the PRO, the SRC had
the final decision in this selection. The Regional,
District and Village Revolutionary Comumittees were
given full powers to conduct government busimess at
their respective levels. Thess powers included bud-
getting, planning projects and matters pertaining to
social affairs, security etc. Under these committees, ca-
me sub-committees such as a Security Committee, an
Economic Committee, social Affairs Committee, an Or-
ientation Committee, Reconciliation Commitize and
Audit Committee. These revolutionary Commiitees
functioned from October 1972 to September 1976.
During that period, these committees had certainly
made some significant achievements of course, they
had also some short-comings and were not free from
criticism. The defect mainly belonged to some of the
committzes ex-officio members. This 1s to say that
the heads of the various government branches in th
Regions and Districts were members of these commit-
tees automatically, with no regard as to who was re-
volutionary and  who were not. This  prac-
tice had resulted in  slackening the bus-
iness of the committees, due to these ex-officio mem-
bers. whose efficiency and revolutionary spirit were
at low ebb. Being aware of the crucial responsibility
of preparing the ground for the creation of sccial or-
ganizations, the PRO had put great emphasis on train-
ing and recruiting cadres for these social organiza-
tions by organzing seminars,  scientific studies, study
tours between regions or between regions and the ca-
pital city, and training courses in the socialist camp

for the temporary committees of workers, youth and
women.

Cn 23 July 1973, the Head of State Comrade
Mchamed Siad Bare had issued a circular empower-
ing the PRO to form a 7 - man Commuittee in all Mi-
nistries, autonomous agencies, factories and private
ccmpamnies. The committee replaced the appointed
representatives who had previously served as a liason
between the PRO and Ris working colleagues. The
General Confederation of Somali Trade Unions (GCS-
TU) which is now fully established, had originated
from these committees. These committees had clear-
ly defined rights and duties such as boosting produc-
tion, defending the Revolution, participating in the ad-
ministrative decisions and looking after the interasts
of the workers. Subsequently, youth committees whi-
ch still remain at residential zones were formed at
working places and schools. The organization of the
workers, youth and women and their committees res-
ted on  the PRO Departements dealing with these
three organizations. Day after day, the Revolution
had expanded the measure of democracy in the fields
ol administration and politics.

In 1974, People’s Justice Commuttees, consisting
of workers, youth, women and other national groups,
were formed. Members of these commitiees served
as judges (Jurors) at all levels of the Courts. It was
not necessary that these persons were lawyers; it was,
however, very essential to ensure that they were peo-
ple of undisputed revolutionary zeal and honesty, who
would fight against inequality, bribery and the bureau-
cracy in the Courts. Each professional judge was
assisted by two jurors from the general public and the
judgement were arrived at by majority votes. This
expansion of the Court had been successful and had
restored public confidence in justice and courts. On
the proposal of the PRO. the Minister of Justice ap-
pointed People’s Judges (jurors) by a. decree.

While speaking on the democratization of the
administration and the politics, it is worth mentioning
that the SRC enacted a law empowering workers, you-
th and women committees to distribute all unskilled
jobs to.the jobless with special comsiderations to unem-
ployed revolutionaries At times, these revolutionaries
got employed as a reward for their devotion to the cau-
se of the nation-building. Government organs were refu-
sed to employ people directly, and the PRO was to
ensure that these jobs were distributed fairly. This
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practice was so successful that it had eliminattd cor-
ruption, inequality and bribery which were then com-
mon in the process of employment.

THE PRO WAS BOTH RENAMED AND EXPAN-
DED

In 1974, the SRC, having realized that the tas
ks of mass-mobilization and organization had increa-
sed enormously, renamed the PRO as the Political Of-
fice of the Presidency of the Supreme Revolutionary
Council (POPSRC). The responsibilities and duties of
the Political Office had been greatly increased witn
the pressing task of preparing cadres for a party and
for the social organizations. In order to enable the

Political Office of the Presidency of the SRC to dis-
charge both newly added responsibilities and its pre-
vious duties which had also taken a great expansion,
a serious attention was paid to the organizational stru-
cture of the Political Office and it was staffed with
more progressive cadres. At the same time, Comrade
Abdulkadir Haji Mohamed, a member of the 3RC,
member to head it, was a clear mdication of the im-
portance given to the consolidation and expansion of
the POPSRC powers so that it could fulfill its duties
in the face of a constant opposition from the anti-revo-
lutionaries and the bureaucracy.

The Political Office began to introduce new me-
thods of organization and mass-orientation, and it had
planned a chain of training schemes of six months and
one year durations. The cadres were sent to the par-
ty, Workers and Youth schools in the Soviet Umon
and the GDR. Other courses of three, two and one
months durations and seminars of two or one week

durations were organized at home. In addition to
these the workers, youth, women and the general pub-
lic used to receive regular weekly and daily orienta-
tion lessons. For example, the workers were given an
orientation lesson at their working places on every Tu-
esday, which is the birth-day of the rvolution, Simi-
larly, workers  youth and women received weekly or-
ientation lessons at the Orientation Centres. Also the
committees for the workers, youth, women and coo-
peratives, Victory pioneers, Flowers of the Revolu-
tion, sports, artists etc, comstantly held meetings and
seminars to discuss economic dtvelopment and poilti-
cal matters.

The lustoric successes achieved in the self-help
schemes remained a source of inspirations and reve-
lutionary teaching. These self-help schemes included
the literacy and rural development campaigns which
were participated by the entire Somali people; The
participation of huge numbers of the general public
in these campaigns was a direct response to the appeal
made by the Teacher of the Revolution, Comradez Siad.
The motto of this appealing call was: «Learn, if you
know not; but teach, if you know.» The campaign for
the fixation of the sand-dunes, the Relief Operations
and Resettlement Campain in 1974 -75, and several
other campagns were difficult tests in which the So-
mali naticn faced great challenges. The enemy and
weak-minded people always said: «Let us not waste
efforts on impossibilities!» However, these campaigns
were so successful that the Somali nation had earned
international recognition and  praise. Thest Cam-
paigns raised the masses to a higher level; a level
where the individual reached a point-of-no — return
whereby he was deeply convinced that he was hel-
ping build his country, feeling proud of the knowled-
ge and the experience he had gained in the struggle;
a level where he was brave to fight against the forces
of reaction; a level where he left many competors be-
hind in the race; a level where he had won rewards;
a level where he was determined to continue march-

" ing on the righteous revolutionary path. Those whoe

had taken, and are continueing to take part in this
bitter struggle which demanded self-sacrifice, were
mainly workers, peasants, youth, women and members
of the Armed Forces. But in all cases. Women had
taken a lion’s share in the nation-building. The part
in which women have played in the economic,  poli-
tical and social development of the country since the
Revolution, is writter. on the first page of the Revolu-
tionary History Book. Despite the fact that many
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groups had taken part in the campaigns and self-help
projects, no other group can compete with women in
these said fields. The silver medal awarded to wo-
nmen by the SRC Chairman, Comrade Siyad, and his
statement that. «women is a force which the short-
sighted is incapable to understand,» are evidence of
this recognition. In all venues and at all times, whe-
ther at work, at orientation, at mass-rallies or at cele-
brations, women dominatea the scenes through in-
cmeasing quantity and preserving continuity so much
s¢ that the reactionaries had to say: «The Revolu-
tion has no people, except women and children.»
Public participation in the Campagins and in self-
help schemes was planned and preparzd by the POP-
SRC the (the former PRO).

Implementing the directives of the Supreme Re-
volutionary Council, the POPSRC tried to know the
general public very deeply. so that it could tell the
hard-worker the mediocre, the lazy, the anti-revolu-
tionary, etc. This clese observation of the capabili-
ties and feelings of the people enabled the POPSRC to
discern and encourage pecple of merits. Therz were
several forms of incentives such as commendations
both in private, in public, written prises, cer-
tificates of honour issued at district, regional and na-
tional levels as well as national medals — ranging
from bronze to gola. These incentives also included
promotions and job-awards to those who had won in
the race for national reconstruction and for the mobi-
lization of the mevolutionary masses. Thousands of
people had received such awards after they had dis-
tinguished themselves as abnegators.

The establishment in 1975 of the Institute of Po-
litical Science with the help of the Soviet Union was
one of the commendable jobs of the POPSRC. The
founding of this Institute was significant from the pe-
int of view of the country’s nzed for cadres equipped
with the ideas of Scientific Socialism. Today hundr-
ds of workers and youth who were trained at this In-
stitute are working in the political and economic fiel-
ds; and many others are still under training there. The
Institute organises courses of six months and one-two
years, covering such subjects as scientific socialism,
the philosophy of scientific socialism, political econo-
my etc
FOREIGN

POPSRC ON RELATIONS

Since its inception as the PRO, the Political Of-

fice represented the SRC on foreign relations with
parties and social organizations at national fora. Rig-
ht from the beginning, the Office was directly handk
ing external relations with socialist parties, with pro-
gressive parties and with social organizations. How
ever, when the branches for workers, youth and wo-
men werz established, they had cultivated direct rela-
tions and cooperation with their counterparts. In
that pertod, the Political Office had scorsd remarka-
ble successes in this field and it had created good un-
derstanding with the social organisations of world.
This 1s evidenced by the fact that we are a member of
cither the exccutive committee or the permanent sec-
retariat of the following international and progressive
social organizations: the World Federation of trade
Unions (WFTU), the World Federation of Democra-
tic Youth (WFDY), the International Union of Students
(IUS), the women’s International Dem. Federation
(WIDF-, he All-Africa Trade Unions Unity (OATU)
the Pan-African Youth Movement (PAYM), the All-
Africa Students Union (AASU), the African Women
Organization (AWQ) the International Confederation
of Arab Trade Unions (ICATU), the Arab Youth Or-

ganization (AYO), the Arab Students Union (ASU),
and the Arab women Organization (AWQ).

The active participation and the vivid role pla-
yed by the Somali Youth in the 10th Youth Festival
in Berlin (GDR) in 1973, in the WFDY Conference
on condemning Apartheid held in Mogadishu in Ap-
ril 1974, when the Leader of tht Somali Revolution,
Comrade Siyad, was awarded the medal of the WFDY
and the Conference of the African Women Organiza-
tion held in Mogadishu in April 1975, are all examp-
les of successful performances. To have a glance at
the future programme too, it is pertinent to mention
here that Mogadishu will host an TUS Conference on
the Revival of National Culture as well as a WF-
DY Conference on Environment in July and Novem-
ber this year respectively. These conferences follow
the accords reached with the political Office of the

Presidency of the SRC (POPSRC).
id, the

As has been sa-
Political Office had not only participated in
international conference and fora, but it had also hos-
ted conference and invited delegations in its constant
pursuit to cultivate relations and to exchange views,

as well as supports with others.
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THE IDECLOGICAL WAR WITH THE ANTI-RE-
VOLUTIONARIES

We have nat yet discussed the difficulties which
had faced the Revolution, and which impeded the re-
volutionary changes, specially in the field of mobiliza-
tion and organization. But it is undisputable fact
that many difficulties were confronted. If we briefly
mention some, concluding alliance with world im-
perialism, the local reactionaries had appled all its
tricks and tactics and had mobilized all its manpower
angd material resources to leave no stone unturned n
order to extinquish the revolutionary torch. Apart
from armed plots and economic sabotages, the anti-
revolutionaries had used thousands of propaganda
methods in order to mislead the general public or to
instill doubts in the minds of the masses. The best
weapons which local reactionaries and impenalists
always find useful in the developing countries whose
masses have a low ebb of political conscicusness, are
religion and tribalism, to which these masses are un-
dierstandably susceptible and most sensitive. They prea-
ched the people that Socialism meant atheism, that
tribalism is necessarily indispensible and that, for that
matter, no one can benefit from the Revolution un-
less one’s tribesmen were in  the Leadership. Other
reactionary arguments which were always addressed
to those who were taking a great part in the social
and economic development, went on the following
lines: «Will you get extra-pay for these works?And
who knows that you have done this job? Why are you
wasting your efforts by this madness & show-off? This
is nothing but show-off performances, in pursuit of
a praise.» «It is sinful that women go out of their hou-
ses and they are automatically divorced if they go out to
selfhelp projects or to Orientation Centres on their
cwn». They also spreaded slanderous propaganda
against the SRC and the Armed Forces, arguing that:
«never had soldiers staged a Socialist Revolution.
They are big-footed ignorants who don’t know how
to run a country.» The motive behind this propagan-
da was to set the masses against the Armed Forces who
were leading the Revolution. This was tantamount to
attempting the Revolution to stumble and fall-flat.

This was the propaganda utterance of the anti-
revolutionaries. Those who spoke in such manners
and who decided to fight the Revolution from within
in order to restore the.r lost privileges and those hire-
lings serving imperialist interests, were all known as
«rumour-mongers». The opposed SRC dzcisions ei-
ther through m.sinterpretations or through malicious
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propaganda, saying: «OkL dear! Have they run mad?
They have gone most wild today! We bet, this is a de-
cision which would lead them to ther ruins. It is un-
practical decision». When such a so-called «unprac-
tical decision» is .mplemented, and a new one is ma-
de, then they would repeat this same tirade all over. Ho-
wever, never had these rumour-mongers been successfful
in their malicious and continuous propaganda. Never
had the revolutionary masses doubted to swerve from
the course of the revolutionary march; On the contra-
ry, the masses had always confidence in the Revolu-
tion; Their revolutionary sp.rit and their participation
in the nation-building gained strength day after ano-
ther, because they could see for themselves that the
Revolution was committed to undertake real changes
for the good of the people.

The reactionaries Lad continuously fought an ide-
alogical war against the work of the Political Office
and its cadres, opposing all attempts to enlighten and
equip the people with progress.ve ideas. They accu-
sed the Political Office of seeking extra-ordinary po-
wers and of interfering everything. When and .f the
Office had pinpointed the fundamtntal errors and the
maladministration of the bureaucracy the reacticnaries
argued: Is the staff of the Political Office better than
ctner people?Why should they interfere other people’s
work? In their propaganda war, these anti-revolu-
tionaries also said: «The representat.ves of the
POPSRC are reckless madcaps; «They are camoufla-
ging themselves in smoke and fog, with the intention
to use the name «Socialism» for the.r own convenien-
ozs and interests»; «They are bearers of an alien tho-
ught; they are people who know not the Somali cus-
toms and traditions». «They hate the soldiers».

By this propagauda, the reactionarss intended to
fan fire between the cadres of the Political Office and
the masses. The POPSRC and its cadmes was not the
sole target of the reactionary propaganda: similarly,
fallacious propaganda was also harped against other
revolutionary people, against the committees of the so-
cial organizations, and against the Victory Pioneers.
However, history has proven all these allegations com-
pletely wrong. Thosz who made such utterance had
all bzcome anti-revolutionaries, opponents of the natic-
ral interests; and many of them landed behind the
bars either for anti-revolutionary activities, or for mi-
sappropriation of public funds; some managed to flee
away in protest of the nevolutionary changes which
were going on in the country, opting to serve imperi-
alist interests in lieu of humiliating remunerat.ons.
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On the othe er. hami “the rs volutlonanes who wenz
bemg accused by the react.onaries, have not fled-
away; they have neither swollen their pockets with
On the

plbiic § 1,.- s nioi become imperialist tocls.

ccnu:iry, t:ley are still struggling” to m_uttnahx:r; the
creation of the new society. Many others have na-
turally perlshed or bmame disabled and ill in this

Tnosa h*roa:. who had died wh Ie 1mp1f
menting thelr rcvolutluuary dht]eb includad:  licuo:-
nant YdSSln Artan, the POPSRC repmsentativé n[
M(gamsi u’s Wadajlr Diutmt and Comrade Ahmcd
Aw Aden, the POPSRC representative of Harg cisa Dis-
trict. Comrade Yassin Artan had died of a heart-
hemerrhage while addnssmg a meeting. We  have
taken these two comrades just as examples.  But cer-
tainly, many other comrades have died while imple-
menting revolutionary duties; and: hundreds of others
suffered temporary or permanent illnessnzs. However,
thiz . Revolution has honoured the revolut.onary 'n!rtv—
rs and veterans. - And there is no doubt that the peo-
ple will. honour those who serve their country henestly
and selflessly. : -

strugOIf‘

HE '.l'HE F‘é‘MND*lN-G- OF THE PARTY

As we have said earlier, mobilization and crgan.-
zation of the masses 1cachﬂ a high peak from 1972
to 1974, After 1974,
mass-mobil.zation and pubhc enthusiasm had declived,
despite the fact that the mobilization -and
tin of the masses had made positive changes both in
quantity and in quality since then. This was due -~ (o
the fact that the capacity and the powers of the POP
SRC ‘had fallen short of leadng the social organiza-
tions and the revolutionary masses who needed that
the surge of the Revolution should never holt limp.
It was always apparent that the Office
thase mass movements as kest as we would want, and
that it was necessary to have a party with its full-fled-
ged structure, with its programme and constitu-
tion, for V.I. Lenin said: «The role of the vanguard
fighter can be fulfilled only by a party that is guided
by the most advanced them'y»

After 1974, the expansion of the mobilization
and organizational works had slowed down and it see-
med that the wheel of their growth was revelving on
a circle. These situations could only be remedied by
the formation of a révolutionary party to disentangle

zems that the growth of the

organiza- -

could not i:ad_

the jam of the masses. Since its birth  the Revolu-
tion was aware of that problem. The numerous me-
asures taken in the direction of unifying the masses,
of raising their political consciousness, of mobilizing
and organizing the masses and of involving them in
nation-building, were all mtendedr to pawe the  way
to form a vanguard party =y

On several occasions, the Ch,aitrman‘ of the SRC,
Comrade Siad’s contention that it was necessary to form
pre- conditions necessary for the . formation of such par-
ty.  From 1973 to 1975, Comrade Siad had announ-
ced that a rcvolutlonary party would -be formed. in
the country- :

This isue had given blI‘th a dlaloguc ] and _argu-
nients in three d;rectlonf- some people _supported
Comrade Siad’s contention that it was negessary to form
a party — a Party of the New Type for  cnly such
a party could Tead the Revolution; the second group
who spoke on behalf of the reactionary lot,  argued
that we nueded neither a party of the new. . type nor
a party of any other type, and that the Revolution sho-
vld go on without party; In essence this meant that
the administration of the Revolution should remain in
the hands of the bumaucracy whmh stood between
the SRC and the people. This, in turn, meant to
let the Rcvoluuon perish slowly. The third gorup
the loyal masses — . whose political consciounzss
was still low, argued:, - «There .« no need for a party,
bcause parties had all ended in fiasco, they divided us
into ‘,thuy exploited  us
Tormalistic in their approach, these masses maust ha-
ve thought that the party in question would not be
dissimilar to  the pre-neyolutionary parties.

factions and badly.»

Those who opposed to form a party also argued
«There are no cadres. So first of all, sufficicnt num-
ber of eadres must be prepared.» But this arguement
was faced by-another one which said: «Cadres can-
not ke prepared inside offices or in a vacuum, they
can be prepared only in the struggle of a party, The-
rfore, a Party of the New Type should be formed
straight away with the existing cadres as its nucleus».
The Pelitical Office, its cadres and the - progressive
forces all strongly suppnortued this argument which
was based on Comrade Siyad’s idea. Even thougn
this argument dragged on, a number of other factors
had delayed thc Jformatlon of the party. These in-
cluded: '
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1)  The p'rolﬂnged drought Wthh had seriously af-
fected the country in 1974-75; et B
2) The Pohtic-al C'fﬁ&e whiCh then lacked sufficie-
nt cadres, equipment and experience covld not pre-
pare the selection and the registration whizk would
pe helpful in forming a party. '

“Finally in 1975, the SRC had assigned its Sub-
committee for Social and Political Affairs to study
ways and means (o prepare iis relevant documents
such as the programme the constitution ete.

In June 1976, taking all the - above-mentioned
problems into account, the SRC had decided that a
Party of  the = New Type = be formed and' the
task  of = preparing its membership - was en-
tristed with the Political Office, this was to be done
with the help of the ground-work previously covered
by this Office. A preparatory Committee was  ur-
gently appointed to pave the way for a Congress = of
the Party foundation. The difficult  question of
«Who shoula be a member of the party?» immediate-

ly -arouse. Some people suggested: «Party mem-
Lers should be educated people who believe in  the
principles of Scientific Socialism.» But this would
obviously result in a very narrow selection, for the
number of people with such qualifications is very
small indeed.  Another suggestion was that party

members should © include all those patricts who
had shown revolutionary enthusiasm, who had contin-
vously participated in  the = national = construction
with vigour and vehemence, who had supported the
Revolution unswervingly, and who had committed
nc crime against the country before. Considering
the circumstances prevailing in the country, and the
need for careful tacties, the SRC had decmed to opt
for the second suggestion, which favoured to recruit pat-
riots who had supported the Revolution for the mem-
bership of the Party of the New Type.

At last, the Congress of the Party-Foundation was
keld at the Military Academy in the Capital City ket-
ween' Jume 26 -and 1Ist 197€. Numbering 3,000 the
founders were drawn from 82 districts in 16 regions
and from other organs dealing with socio-economic
matters. Most of the delegates were pecple whe
were sclected by the POPSRC for their distiaguished
role in the revolutionary struggle, for their hard-work-
ing, for their loyalty and love for national develop-
pment under a socialist orientation. It was a histo-

ric event that the SRC transferred all its powers and
rasponmbthn;s o the paople = an’ act which 1s un-
plecendentﬂd in the hstory of the th]rd world CThe
E{mgress had adopted the programmﬁ and the  cons-
titution of the Party whnh“was naried as (i «Somas
li Revolutionary Socialist’ Pariy (SRSP)»; the Congress
also elected a 74 — member Central Commlttee, a
5 — man Politburcau from the Central Committee.
and a 3 man Central Inspection Committze,

The Congress had approved that patriotic  gold
medals be awarded to the members of the Suprems:
Reevolutionary Council,- who had organized the Revol-
ution on 21st October 1969, who had endangered
their lives for the interest of their people and country,
who had administered the country cleanly, and wiho
had transferred their powers and mesponsibilities  to
the people. . The Organizer and Leader of the Re-
volution, Comrade Siad whose distinctive patriotic
services were unmatched was singly awarded, by the
Congress, both the National Hero Medal and the hig-
est military rank, «Field-marshal». However, he refu-
sed the promotion to a Field-Marshal saying: «I had
not launched the Revolution for a promotions.

In its session, the Central Committee of tht SRSP |

constituted 17, Party Departments and a Control Co-
mmittee.. These are xmplemmtmg the permam_nt du-
ties of the Party.

~ Since the Party was established from above, the
next step was that the members of the CC were sent
to the Regions and Districts in August 1976, assign-
ing them te select the revolutionaries who had themsel-
vs gualified to become members of the Party, so that
the number of the Party membership in the Regions
and Districts was big encugh to establish the Party Or-
ganisations at these levels,

After having made the selection, in September
1976, the members of the CC had once again
been sent to the Regions and Districts in order to or-
ganizc and hold conferences to establish regional .and
district Party organisations. Held first at a districts
level and participated by District Party members, the-
se conferences elected District Party Committees. Com-
posed of 89 mambers, the Farty District Committee has
a 3 man executive committee consisting of the Party
Committee Secretary and two Assistants. The First
Assistant deals with Party affairs, while the Second
one deals with - government administrative matters.
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The Districts Party Committee also has five Depart-
ments The Department of Organization and Ideolo-
gy which is headed by the First Assistant, the Secrc-
tariat Department, the Department of Economy and
Cooperatives, the Department of the Social Affairs,
and the Department of Justice and Security.

Now having established the District Party mach-
inery, other conferences were held to form wegional
party organisations. These conferences were participa-
ted by the delegates who were elected in the dis-
trict conferences. In turn, these delegates elected Re-
gional Party Committees among themselves. Tle Re-
gional Party Committees have the same structurs as
the District Party Commitiees except that the Region
has more members than the Districts: The number
of the Regional Party Committee is 18-24, whereas
that of the District Party Committee is 89. All the
members of the Regional and District Party-Commit-
tee are workers who work as party activists. Only
the Secretary and the two Assistanse are ful-timers.

As soon as Party organisations were established
at Regional and District levels, the formation of the
the Party Units and Cells was tackled next. These
Units and Cells were formed both at working places
and at residentia] zones. The Unit is established
where there are three or more Party members; when
the Unit has 51 or more members, then it electes a 5
members Committee, with a Secretary and Ass.stant,
and three branches dealing with organizational, ideo-
logical and secretariat matters. The Cell is formed
where there are one or two Party-members, regardless
of whether there are or not candidates for Party-mem-
berskip. The formation of the Units and Cells has
been completed.

THE PARTY FORMATION IN FIGURES

HOW REGIONAL AND DISTRICT COMMITTEES
IMPLEMENT PARTY AND GOVERNMENT DU-
TIES

As Regional and District Party Committees were
formed by September 1976, the Regional and District
Revolutionary Committees which were responsible to
conduct government business in the socio«economic
fields before were dissolved. Since the cadres are
still in a shortage, the Regional and District govern-
mental matters were entrusted to the Regional and
District Party Committees. Therefore, the Party Commit_
tees have dual responsibilities: a party responsibility &
a governmental ¢ne. The Regional & District governme-
ntal duties are entrusted with a committee known as the
Administrative Committee whick is both at Regional
and District levels. This Committee is composed of
the Secretary of the Party Committee, the First Assis-
tant who deals with Party affairs and the Second As-
sistant which deals governmental affairs. On the
other hand, these three office-holders  form the ex-
ecutive of the Party Committee. There are also sub-
committees who are appeinted for various administra-
tive matters.

The substitution of the Revolutionary Commit-
tees has two reasons: First is a shortage of cad-
res, which had necessiated that Partty functionaries
were immediately cocupied with state jobs; Secondly,
formerly all heads of Regional and District govern-
mental branches were by virtue of their offices, me-
mbers of the Revolutionary Committees, regardless
whether ome was revolutionary or not. Clearly  this
locse method had criticism and was bound to fail. So
it had to be changed.

Total Workers Peasants Other ‘ Male Female Unit; Cells District Regional
Mem- and Groups commii- commit-
bership Employees (unem- J tees tees
ployed, |
J petty-tra- | !
? ders etc) | |
| i
T | | — o e

12,330 ’ 7,896 735 3,699 { 8,265 4,065 r 476 326 8z ! 16
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For the one year that the Party was in existence,
it had been tackling with fundamental organizations,
whether Party organizations at Regional. Districts,
Unit and Cell levels or whether sicial organization; na-
turally the party has face many difficulties such as a la-
ck of sufficient experience and oppositicn and propa-
ganda from the local reactionaries and their imepria-
list bosses. Despite these these difficulties, the party has
done a great deal of work everywhere in the country,
too. The Administration of the Regions and Districts
has undergone several changes since the foundation of
the Party. The Regiinal and District Party Commit-
tees always discussed and decided on matters relating
to the economic development of the country and to
the intrests of the people. For example, the organi-
zation of the cooperatives and the campaign to boost
cagricultural production made significant progress du-

‘ring this year. In their ideological war against the
Party, the anti-revolutionary forces propagate: «The
Regional and District Party Committeee make hasty
and unlawful decisions», «They jail or deport who-
ever they so wish», «The Party-members are people
who lack either experience or higher education,» etc.

What is the objective of this propaganda?  The
objective behind this propaganda could only be to op-
pose revolutionary changes so that corruption can go
on and so that the economic development should get
frozen. And all this means a desire to see the Revolu
tion to fail and collapse.

However, the Party, with tke social organizations,
the Armed Forces and the revolutionary masses, rally-
ing around it, will have no doubt to identify such ut-

terance as mere foolish propagaana put up by the
i teactionary forces, and has firm conviction that the

progressive forces will be successful in building a new
socialist oriented society.

TRAINING COURSES FOR PARTY OFFICIALS

During the year in which the Party has been in
existence, a greater attention was paid to the problem
of giving proper training to the cadres of the Party
education, — the kownledge of the principle of Scien-
tific Socialism — the Central Committee of the Party
decided, right from the beginning, that the cadres
should be taught Party work & party education. These
training courses included regular lessons & short cours-
¢s organised both at home & abroad. Within the last
ganised both at home and abroad. Within the last
seven months, seminars of 20-30 day durations were
given to 90% of the Secretaries of the Regicnal Par-
ty Committees, 100% of the District Party Commit-
tees, 100% of the First Assistants of the District Par-
ty Committees, 100% of the First Assistants of the
Regional Party Committees, 30% of the First Assistan-
ts of the District Party Committees, 60% of the cad-
res of the social organization. This training scheme
has been implemented with the help of the socialist
countries of USSR, GDR, Czechoslavakia, Yugosla-
via, Bulgaria and the People’s Republic of China. In
additiin to this, all party members were instructed to
take part in a 7 year party-education scheme in which
Party-functions as well as the principles of Scientific
Socialism will be studied.

The Party-members whose educational standard
is below the Intermediate Level, were also instructed
to attend special schools in which they would be gi-
ven normal education upto the Intermediate Level
within three years. All these measures demonstrate
the fact that the Central Committee of the SRSP fully
appreciates the neea to ensure that  Party-members
are properly educated so that they could have a firm
knowledge and belief in the prinicples of Scientific
Socialism. The education and the training of
this kind will be permanent, in order to enable the
Party-members to have the qualifications necessary
fir a member of the party of the new type.

1IV. THE FOUNDING OF THE SOCIAL ORGANI-
ZATIONS

As we have said above, the social organizations
trade unions, youth and women organizations — we-

re established before the Party though not in a com-
pletc and fully legalized form. Congresses for wor-
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kers, youth and women organizations were held in
1975 and 1976. These congress were  participated
by the regional and district committzes of the workers,
youth and women organizations. In these congresses,
the corganizations had discussed their respective orga-
nizational structures, how to raise the cadres, political
consciousness, how to crzate their own economic sour-
ces, and how they would take part in the national ae-
velgpment and in the defence of the Revolution.

However, central committzes were not elected in
these congresses, neither were programmes and cons-
titutions adoptea; this was so, becaust the Party was
yet to be established. Before the Party-foundation,
the organizing of the social organization was at a
good stage, and they had comradely relations and mu-
tual cooperations with their counter part organizations
at national, Regional and internatioal levels. Among
these organizations are: The World Federation of
Trade Unions (WETU), the World Fedsration of De-
mocratic Youth (WFDY), the All Africa Trade Un-
ions (AA"TU), the International Union. of Students
(IUS), the Women’s International Democratic Fede-
ration (WIDF), the Parn-African Youth Movement
(PAYM), the All-African Students Union (AASU),
thie International Confideration of Arab Trade Unions
(ICATU), the Arab Youth Organization, the Arab
Students Union, the Arah Women Organization ,and
the national organizations in the socialist camp as
well as the progressive social organizations which arc
struggling in the Capitalist World. This is evidenced by
the fact that Somalia now is a member of either the Se-
cretariats or the Executive Committees of the these con-
tinental organizations. ' '

Implementing the decisions taken by the Third
plenary meeting of the Central Committee of the SR-
SP, held on 4-16 January 1977, on the re-organiza-
tion of the social organizations, congresses were ur-
gently convened to from the social organizat.on,

Composed of the members of the Party  Central
Committee, the National preparatory commitiee which
was assigned with the task of re-organizing the social
organizations had decided that these congresses  be he-
1d prior to the celebration dates of the international
holidays which are observed throughout the world.
These holidays fall on: 8 March — international wo-
men’s day — which is also observed by the  So-
mali women and the people as well; 1st May (inter-
national labour day); and 15 May — the birthday of

the independence party, the Somali Yeouth League
(SYL) founded by 13 young patriots in 1943, There-
fore, it was agreed that the women congress be held
on 27-30 April 1977; and that the youth congress be
keld on 12-14 May 1977. These congresses were pe-
corded to be the First Congresses of these  respective
social organizations, despite the fact that, strictly
speaking, each one of them had had two other con-
gresses before.  These Jatter congresses were constitu-
tion congresses in which working-programmes and
constitutions were adopted and central committees
were elected to lead these social organizaticns.

Although these congresses were convened at sho-
ri motices and in rapid sequence, yet they were condu-
cted in an efficient manner, a democratic conduct, as
has been said by the Genera] Seeretary of the 2R5F,
the President of the Somali Democratic Republic, Co-
mrade Mohamed Siad Bare, who had made the ope-
ning and closing speeches in all three congresses, and
whose important speeches will certainly be a constant
source of inspirations and encouragement for these
organizations.

The General Secretary of the SRSP Comrade
Siad and the members of the Central Commiltze pa-
id a great attention to these congresses and their regu-
lar participation in the sessions, their constant presen-
tes throughout exchausting sessions, anz all evidence of
this. The participation of delegations from the  social
organizations of the world — at national, continental
and international levels — gave weight to the impor-
tance of the congresses. These fraternal guests in-
cluded delegations from: the Italian Communist Par-
ty (ICP), the World Federation of Trade Unjons (WF
TU), the World Federation of Democratic Youth,
the International Union of Students (IUS), tht wo-
mens International Confederation of Arab Trade Un-
ions (ICATU), the Arab Youth Organization, the Af-
ro-Asian People’s Solidarity Organization (AAPSO),
and the social organization of workers, youth and wo-
men) of the socialist cuontries of USSR, German
Democratic Republic, Bulgaria (workers and vouth),

- Czechoslovakia (workers and youth), Cuba (women)

Rumania (workers), Hungary (youth), Kaorea
(youth), Iraq (workers and youth), the People’s Dr-
mocratic Republic of Yemen (workers and y@uth),
the People’s Demceratic Republic of Yemen (workers)
Tanzania (workears and  youth), Egypt
(workers), French Trade Unions (CCGT) Italian Tra-
de Unions (CGIL,) the workers Union of ANC (SAC

i P e
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TU) the African National Congress of the South Afri-
ca, the Organization of Chilean patriots, the Palestine
Liberation Organization (PLO).

The social organizations are organized at work-
ing places, at schools and at residential zones, with
the exception of the women organization which opera-
tes only at residential zones, Both the General = Confe-
deration of Somali Trade Unions (GCSTU) and the
Somali Democratic Women’s Organization  (SDWO)
have working-programmes as well as constitutions;
but the Somali Revolutionary Youth Union
(SRYU) has a constitution only, fulfillirg the working
programme of the Party.

The higher organs of these social organization at
the national level have the following composition.

ORGANIZA- CENERAL SECRETA- CENTRAL
TION COMMIT- RIAT INSPECTI-
TEE ON COM-
MITTEE
GCSTU 86 12 3
SRYU 112 13 3
SDWO 157 11 3
Taking due consideration into their — importance,

the Somali social organizations have been given the
cream of the cadres and they are headed by members
of the Central Committze,  The Secretariats of the
Central Committze. These organizations are manned
by full-timers. The establishment of these social — or-
ganizations have been completed beginning from the
national level down to the regional, districts,  village,
working place, and schools level. The  statistical
data of the members of the social organizations is still
incomplete.  To be a member of either the youth  or
the women organization, one has to apply in written
as is stipulated in their respective constitutions, The
trade union is different: The subscription law of the
GCSTU, which had been decreed before the: founding
of GCSTU and which has been adopted by the GCS-
TU congress, makes it compulsory that every — worker
should pay the fee to the workers fund.  Therefore.
every worker pays that subscription as a member  of
the GCSTU. The number of the subscribers is now
147,000, most of whom are state employees. The
number of the labour force in the state economic sec-
tor is 260,000; this number includes both those in
the permanent jobs and those in the temporary cons-
truction.

Apart from the constitu-

programme and the
tion, the decisions of the third plenary session of the

CC served  as useful reference from
which inspirations could be drawn, The
major  decisions taken by that meeting include:

the social organizations be re-organized, that the pro-
gramme to consolidatz the party be implemented;
that a campaign to boost self-sufficiency in cereals by
1980 is launched; that senior government officials be
appointed by the Central Committee; that the mem-
bers of the Central Committee should not, and can
not have private property, and that any member of
the CC who has private property should volunteer it
to the party. Also many other decisions concerning
in the intertest of the people were reached in this
plenary meeting.

The Scmali Revolutionary Socialist Party, whose
birth has brought a new situation, as stipulated in its
constitution, is faced with a hard task, which is to
ensure to realise the objective of which the Revolution
tion was born for on 21st October 1969. This  objec-
tive was to lead the Somali nation to a rapid trans-
formation of the socio-ecnomic backwardness inheri-
ted from colonialism and -Neo-colonialism and to lead
the society to a better life — a life without expleita-
tiem and classes.

Although the base and superstructure of
ciety are at a rudimentary level, and even-though both
local reactionaries and World imperialism are wag-
ing a bitter struggle against the national progress, yet
there is no doubt that the Somali Revolutionary So-
cialist Party in alliance with the workers, peasants,
nomads, the intelligensia, the armed forces and all the
revolutionary masses, and counting on the support of
progressive forces of the World — will emerge  victo-
tious in the struggle for the creation of a new sccialist
society.

our £o0-
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The Somali people and espe-
cia]ly the working class will
soon celebrate the commemora-
tion of 1st July, the foundation
date of the Somali Revolution-

ary socialist Party.  Conside-
ring the history of other parties.
one year is a short period, yet
the SRSP has gamned enou-
gh experience within this pep-
iod. It has accordingly fullfil-
ed its role of legdership, or
ganisation and welfare of the
Somal]i working people. 'The
Seeerstary  Genepgl of  the
SRSE Jaslle Siad clearly por-
trayed this during the founding
congress, of the General Fede-
ration of Somgli Trade Unions
when he said: «The ties of the
SRSF to the masses through the
socia] organisation gnd other
progressiye forces is determin-
ed by the quality of its leader-
ship, its locng and short tepm
strategies in the continuous pro-
cess of organising, supsrvising
and right leadership for the im-
plementation. of the national
tgsks facing us».

Also the role of the SRSP
is cleap]ly defined in its pro-
gramme: [t is only possikle
through the maturity, coopera-
tion and positive approach to
labour of the masses who pos-
sses revolutionary outlock and
who have the same stand and
goal, It is impossible to ful-
fii this responsibility without
a political organisation which is
at national level and equip-

ped with  knowledge of
the social laws of socie-
ty and thas delined goals.

An organisation which is aware

and fulfills the interest of the
working class and has the capa-
hility of organising and mobili-
zing them for the tasks laid out
by the revolution».

This reflects the tremendous
role of the Party in raising up
the Jife of the masses. As
days pass, the responsibilities
and tasks inerease and assume
different dimensions and hence,
the role of the Somali Revolutio-

nary Socialist Party also streng-

thens. The SRSP has a short
and clear programme which
clearly defines the approaching
stages in the transition and
the completion and  coo-
solidation of the socialist
construction.  The basis for this
are:-

—  The elimination of under-
development and problems
inherited from colonialism
and imperialisn.

—  The creation of materia]
and technical base for so-
cialism.

_ To raise the living stan-
dard of the working class.

—  The consolidation of de-
mocracy.

The special attention made
towards the above objectives

 together with the ending of

the Five Year Plan while
applying the decisions of the
Party sessions and the directives
of the Secretary General of the
SRSP Jaalle Siad have all facili-
tated for the Party in one year to
fulfill its tasks with deep com-
mitmwent. In between 197&-

1977, the Party tasks had dif-
ferent characteristics due to the
formation of the Lasis for g
Party of a New Type.

Before the foundation of the
SRSP, the country was led by
the Supreme Reyolutiongry
Council which had the 1st and
2nd Charter of the Revolution
as its programme. During its
period of office, the SRC was
preparing means of ransferring
power while at the same re-
crujting the right forces for the
leadership of the country. This
ultimately gave way to the for-
mation of the SRSP.

The historica] role of the
SRSP as glready mentioned by
Jaalle Siad became clear when
our country entered a new sta-
ge with unique chgracteristics.
Therefore the question one is
faced with is how did it be-
come possible for the SRSP to
follfil itg tasks in  its
first year without experience,
The implementation of the tas-
ks of the SRSP during its em-
broynic stage has beem made dif-
ficult by the following reasons.
—Lack of Party experience: To
acquire this time, sacrifice  abi-
lity gnd party knowledge is
nzeded.

Tke Party which has not yet
formed properly its organisa-
tional structure. (The legding
organs of the Party from the
cell up to the leading organs
in the regions and districts).

— Pgychology of the people
which is still not used to the
new type of Jeadership.

-3

ATE TASKS OF THE SRSP

by Akmed Mohamed Farah - member of CIC of the SRSP
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— The Party Cadres who are
no yet equipped with the right
kmowledge of implementation of
Party policy. R :

— Members of the Party who
arc not acquainted with the Par-
ty of the New Type.

Out of these reasons, it be-
came impperative for the SRSP
to struggle on two fronts:-

i} Formation of its own organi-
sational struetures.

ii) Implementation of its tasks
in organisation and mobiliga-
tion.

The commitment of the Par-
ty to these two aspects has not
made gne (o lag >ehind the ot-
her but each of these two aspec
ts has facilitated the implemen-
tation of the other. While pur-
suing the establishment
of 1ts organisational = strue-
sures at all levels, the
Party implements its du
ties which calls for the necessa-
ry ties between its organs and
the government. The Central
Committee and Secretary Gene-
ral of the SRSP have explained
many times on how to imple-
ment tasks associated with
produetion, administration and
culture,

The leadership role of the
Party is continuously growing.
The prime basis for the growth
of the role of a party is a quali-
tative change in social, economi-
¢ and cultural aspects of life
It is really difficult to achieve
this change in a country with a
very low level of economic de-
velopment, This has necessi-
tated a party of g new type so
that it may lay the foundation
of the aimed progress.

During the construction of

socialism, numerous problems
emerge which if not properly
solved can retard this process.

This is inevitable if the
Party does not pursue its histori-
cal role against anarchy and sta-
gnation and adhere to the right
policy of the revolution.

The SRSP, while making use
of its one year experience, the
decisions of Party sessions and
the directives of the Secretary
Gneral, has made its immediate
tasks the following points:-

-~ To raise the people’s wel-
fare and standard of living.

— 'To consolidate revolutionary
culture,

— To promote the role of
the Party.

-~ To cement the tie the par-
ty has with the Goyernme-
nt and trade Unions.

— To consolidate the. tie the
Party has with the masses.

The consolidation of national
econcmy and the promotion of

the social life of the masses

The decisions of the 3rd Ple-
sary session of the Central Com-
mitee of the SRSP emphasised
that production and people’s
welfare  should  be given
primg consideration. The deci-
sion rea d as follows :
« As specified in  the
programme of the SRSP,
when implementing projects, 1st
consideration should be given
to production, especially food
production and in particular
the staple food of the masses»,
Therefore in order to fulfill this
task the Central Committee rea-
ched a decision  to make 3 pro-
gramme of self-sufficiency in

— 25

food by 1980. Also the Central
Committee reached a decision to
consolidate the role of coopera
tives in national development
especially in seceing to it  that
the programme of self-sufficien-
cy becomes a success,

The five year Plan (1974-
1978) e¢nds next year. There-
fore, considering the decision of
the 3rd Plenary session of the
SRSP and the conclusion of the
five year plan, the SRSP is fa-
ced with heavy responsibilities
which have great significance
for the progress and futurz life
of the Somali people. '

It is inevitable for the Party
to  concretely and dynamically
pursue the above objectives and
to overcome all kinds of stag-
nation so as  to  fulfill these
objectives accordingly. Thenre-
fore in order to do htis,
it is quite necessary to follow the
directives of the Sccretary Ge
neral of the SRSP Jaalle Siad
during the closing speech of the
1st Congress of the Somali Tra-
de Unions:

— To promote production and
make scientific plan.

— To promote socialist emula-
tion.

— To promote labour discipli-
ne.

— To promote supervision and
and control of work.

— To promote the participa-
tion of the working class
in the organisation and ad-
ministration of work.

The ahove points  directly
help the development of the eco-
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nomy and the implementation of
the immediate programme of
the Party. Moreover this will
enhance the growth of the role
of the Party as it pursues the
fundamental issues relevant in
the life and progress of the
working class. The Party can
fulfill this by having strong ties
with the masses and by
carefully  attending to the
productive sectors of the econo-
my. The SRSP should make
constant supervision which will
help the quantitative and quali-
tative increase in production.,

Moreovey the fulfillment of
the government plan determine
the sound tranformation of the
life of society. The year 1977-
1978 is a testing period for the
SRSP. It is a year which calls
for sacrifice, commitment and
imagination, The SRSP will wi-
thout doubt fulfill its tasks by
using its programme and the ge-
neral laws of socialist construc-
tion.

THE CONSOLIDATION ©OF
REVOLUTIONARY CULTURE

Revolutionary culture gives
political awareness and know-

ledge to the working class. The -

fuonder of scientific socialism
Comrade K. Marx said that, ag
soon as ideas reach the masses
and gnee the masseg attain the
necessary  coasciousness these
ideas turn into indomitable ma-
terial force. Therefore 1t is
pertinent for every revolution
and Party to wage a cultural
tevolution. The Revolution of
21st Oetober 1969 took a histo-
rical step in this field which fa-
cilitated for the SRSP to prope-
rly handle its role. The prog-
ramme of SRSP contains an ar-
ticle about culture and its signi-
ficance.

This article indicates the ne-
cessity of reviving the culture of
the Somali people, and the ac-
quisitign of the positive aspects
of foreign culture, especially tho-
se of socialist countries. Also
the programme calls for the ne-

cessary struggle againgt imper-
ialist culture itself an aspect of
underdevelopment. This  inyol-
ves the struggle against igno-
rance and the promotion of the
educationa] level of the society.

The basis for the suecess of
this cultural revolution wag the
writing of the Somali script and
the mass literacy campaign in-
tiated by the revolution.

In oder to fulfill its imme-
diate tasks the SRSP should con-
sider the followings : it should
make an all-round cultural revo- |
lution, apply the  directives
of the  Secretary  Ge-
neral, make use of the expericnce
of world progressive foroes; eli-
minate ignorance and propagate
the quest for knowledge. It shou-
Id develop the mass media for
party propaganda ie. radio, ne-
wspapers_ theatre etc.

Cultural revolution is indis-
pensible to assure the awarness
and kmowledge of the masses in
correspandence with the given

material development.

DAYS OF VICTORY

In the Somali Demoeratic Re-
public 26th June, the day the
Northern Regions liberated the-
mslyes from the British Colo-
nialism 17 years ago, was cele-
brated with gaiety and enthu-
siasm. The most significant
celebrations tgok place in Mo-
gadishu and Hargeisa.

In Mogadishu the anniversary
celebrations were organized by
the Bondere district and were
participated by the chairmen of
the Party Bureaus for Organiza-
tion, Legislative, justice and
Cooperative. Also present we-
re the Secretary of the party Co-

mmittee of Benadir region, the
celebration of this great day was
the president of the national uni-
versity, the chairman of the So-
mali Revolutionary Youth Uni-
on, the Social Organisations and
the public.

The main speech of the cele-
bration of this grea t day was
delivered by Jaalle Warsame
Abdullahi Ali, chairman of the
Cooperatives ~ Bureau. Jaalle
Warsame spoke about the long
struggle the Somali people has

undartaken to achieve indepen-

dence, and the steps taken by
the Revolution to revive the
history of the Somali people.

e DG —

\

In the same day a similar ce
lebration was held in the «Ga-
rden of Independence» in Har-
geisa. 'The Minister of Sports
Jaalle Farah Wais Duule, the
Secretary of the Party Commit-
tee of the North-West Region
Jaalle Bile Rafle Guled, impor-
tant figures of the government,
workers and thousands of the
Gereral public participated in
this celebration.

During the clebrations Folk-
lore dances, songs and plays we-
re displayed in which the artists
of Waberi, Halgan, the Revolu-
tionary Youth and the town dis-
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tricts of Guryo-samo and 26th
June Participated. The secre-
tary of the Party committee of
the North-West region gave a
speech in which he spoke about
the long struggle of the Somali
nation for independence.

In all the regions and districts
of the couniry 1st July was cele-
brated as the day when 17 vears
ago the Southern Regign of the
country attained its independen-
ce, the two parts of the country
united and as the First anniver-
sary of the Foundation of the So
mali  Revolutionary Socialist
Party. In all the 14 districts
of the Benadir region celebra-
tions were held in which mem-
bers of the Central Committee
and the general public partici-
pated. In all the celebrations
held in the city districts speech-
es were delivered by members
of the Central Committee of the
S.R.S.P. who dwelt on the So-
mali National L[iberation Mo-
vement. Flowers were laid at
the monuments of the liberation
struggle by the social organiza-
tions, the revolutionary Youth
led by Comrade Mohamed Os-
mar: Jeelle, Chairmen of the Bu-
reau for Party Finance, and the
Secretary of the Party commit-
tee of the Benadir Region, com-
rade Yusuf Ibrahim «Aburas»,
a member of the Central Com-
mittee of the SRSP.

The eventful 1st July in whi-
ch coincided three national vic-

tories has been celebrated Joy-
fully all oyer the Republic. Ja-
alle Siyad, General Secretary
of the SRSP and President of
the Somali Democratic Repub-
lic said this historical oceas-
sion: «The 1st of July is a day
of great significance for the So-
mali  Nation, it is to Gte
remembered as the day we bro-
ke from the ycke of colonialism
and cut through the fence whi-
¢k divided our country». Com-
rade Siyad on this same occas-
sion expressed his congratulati-

ons to the jpeople of Jibuti, who -

attained their independence on
the 27th June.

Jaclle Sivad in his 1st July an-
niversary speech to the nation,
characterized this day as the
greatest day in our history for
it coincides with the First Anni-
versary of the Somali Revolutio-
nary Socialist Party. The Ge-
neral Secretary of the SRSP in
his speech pointed out that many
gains have been achieved during
that year. The Central Bureau
of the Party tried hard to lay
down the basis on which the
party structure could be built,
This basis was the establishment
of the Party Branches in the re-
gicns and districts, the creation
of the Party cells and commi-
ttees, the formulation of the Par
ty progranme and statute and
the foundation of the social or-
ganizations.

The president of the S.D.R.

Jinalle Siad Further said that

the tasks before the Party were
many which could not be
carried out in a year or two.
However, Jaalle Siad said th-
at the Party members have s0
far achieved a great deal and
wished them more success in
the years to come - successes wh
ich would be a landmark in our
history.

In the evening of 1st July
the « Waberi» folklore artists ex-
hibited a play on the long strug-
gle of the Somali nation toyyar-
ds independence and unity. Am-
ong the spectators of the play
were the General Secretary of
the SRSP, members of the Cen-
tral Committee, members of the
social organizations and the ge-
neral public.

At the end of the play the
General Secretary delivered a
speech in which he denied the
Ramu affair which charges th-
at 30000 Somali soldiers penetr-
ated into Kenya and that 3 Ke-
uya’s soldiers were killed as a
result. The General Secretary
mentioned this as a baseless ac-
cusation of the Somali People.

The General Secretary com-
pared the Ramu affair with th-
at of Berbera and said that su-
ch charges are perpeterated by
reaction and imperialism, Jaal-
le Siad assured that Somalia
will not attack any one and 1is
ready to solve the problems bet-
ween us and Kenya in a frater-
nal and good neighbourly man-
ner.

SRSP DELEGATION

A delegation consisting of 40
party functionaries, members of
the social organizations, mem-
bers of the armed forces, regio-
nal and district secretaries and

government employees have left
Mogadishu on May 4th on their
way to Czechoslovakia. The pu-
rpose of the visit was to partici-
pate in a seminar on the exchan-

27—

IN GZECHOSLOKAIA

ge of experience.

The main objectives of the
visit to the socialist Republic of
Czechoslavakia were for the par-
ticipants to acquaint themselves




HALGAN

JULY, 1977

with: _

1. The socialist ideology in
general;

2, The socialist Party work
and the Party relations with the
Government and social organi-
zations;

3. The experience of buildi-
ng socialism in Czechoslovakia.

During its stay of 45 days it
has undergone a short course in

which theory and practice wer
united. The theoretical aspect
was concerned with: ways ot
building a socialist society, the
carrying out of party work, the
working together of the Party
and government and Party gui-
dance of the social organizations
end the masses. - In the practi-
cal aspect the delegation mem-
hers were taken to the factories
to th cooperative, to the muse-

ums and the historical places of
Czechoslovakia. The delega-
tion sojourned in the Slovakian
Republic for three days.

The delegation has during its
stay seized the opportunity to
acquaint the Czechoslovakian
hosts with  the Somali experien-
<e, Films about the S.D.R. we-
re shown and books and Jour- |
nals written about Somalia we-
re distributed.

- SRSP DELEGATION IN

A delegation led by Comrade
Mohamed Abdi Dunkal, depu-
ty Chairman of the Ideology
Bureau, visited Yugoslavia on
the 27th May. The delega-
tion stayed there from 23rd
May to 15th June. The Pur-
pose of the visit was to enable
the members of the delegation
of the %Soma]i Revoluticnary
socialist Party to acquaint them-
se]ves with the Socialist experi-
ence of Yugosjavia. The pro-
grammme made out for the dele-
gation consisted of meetings with
the communist Party leadepship
and visits to three Republic of
the Yougoslavia Federation whi-
¢h were Serbia, Bosnia and
Bosnia-Herzogovinia.

At Belgrade airport the dele-
gation was welcomed by a
member of the Politieal Bureau
of the Communist Party of
Yugos]avia and functionaries of
the Party department for inter-
nationa] relations.

During its sojourn the deje-
gation gained a great deal of
information about the experien-
cc and the socialis{ reality of
Yugoslayia. They became in-
formed both theoretically and
practically about the socialist
~onstruction of Yugoslavia. The
delegation got first hand know-
ledge about the structure and
wunctioning of the social orgar-
“zations there. The most in-
epesting  aspeects of the visi
was the delegation’s exposur~
md acquaintance with how th
ystem of Self-management o
the workers functions in prac-
tice. 'The system of self-mana-
gement of the workers is uni-
que to Yugoslavia among the
socialist countries. '

The Socialist Federation Re-
public of Yugoslavia consists of
6 republics and of two autono-
mous provinees. Each Repub-
ie has its own Government
machinery. The principle of
sgualitv among the republics

SLAVIA

and provinces is reflected by
the Political and administrative
structure of each Government.

The Objective of the Visit
was not limited to the one-
sided aspect of the delegation
gaining from hh experience
of the socialist construction of
Yugoslavia. Another objective
of the visit was for the delega-
tion to acquaint the Yugos]av
friendly hosts they met with the
history of the struggle ard the
victories of the Somali people.
The delegation.  explained how
our country was divided by

colonalism. It also told about
the Somali Libepation move-
ment, about the corrupt Go-

verments in the Neo-colonial
era and about the birth of the

21st October Reyo]ution and
the achievements made thepe-
gfter. Moreover, the delega-

tion showed the Yugoslav hos-
ts a film on the resettlement of
the drought - striken nomads.

(N COMMEMORATION

The progressive peoples
in the world celebrated in
June 18th the Q5th annijversary

OF THE  BIRTH

of the birth of one of the emu-
aent leaders of the international
workers movment, namely, Ge-

.

OF

GEORGI DIMITROV

argi Dimitrov. He was born in
1882 in the Radomir disrict of
Bulgaria.




HALGAN

JULY, 1977

Dimitrov deserves such an
international recognition becau-
se of his famous defence in the
Reichstag charges. Georgi Dimit-
rov was accused by the Nazis
as one of the conspirators in the
burning down of the Reichstag;
the headquaters of Adolf Hitler.
In September 1923 Georgi Di-
mitrov was brought to a court
in Lepzig. The trial continued
for three days and among those
present in the court were 82
foreign journalists and 42 Ger-
man journalists. The actual pu-
tpose  behind  these charges
against progressive individuals
was to damage the struglgge of
the workers against capitalist
exploitation and suppression.

Although Georgi Dimitrov
was a Bulgarian national he pla-
yed a significant role in
the <Comintern. in the in-
ternational workers movement.
He became an international fi-
gure because of the part he pla-
yed in the cominttrn. In the
7th congress of the Comin-
tern the most important issues
dealt with were the ways to uni-
fy the progressive forces and
how best toconfront the Fascist
oppression. The main  report
for the conference was submitted
by Comrade Dimitrov himself.
In his report he laid bare the ug-

liness and the beastliness of Fas-
cism and ke at the same time
urged the unity of both the de-
mocratic and socialist forces. He
warned against the danger of a
break-up in this broad front.
Georgi Dimitrov participated
actively in the workers move-
ment of Bulgaria. He contribu-
ted greatly to the Bulgarian
Communist party through his
international  experience. He

led his party in the sprit of in-
ternatiolism in which he played
an eminent role,

The progressive peoples of the
world commemorate the birth-
day anniversary of Dimitrov as
a valiant and experienced fighter
against Fascism and as a brilli-
ant organizer who indefatigably
worked for the broad front aga-
inst Fascism.

A TASS REPORT ON THE FIRST FOUNDATION

ANNIVERSARY OF THE SRSP

On June 28th <Comrage
Sergei Kulik. one of the politi-
cal reporters of the Taas Agency,
wrote a lengthy article on the
1st foundation Anniversary of
the SRSP; excerpts of the report
are as follow:

These days the people of So-
mahia are marking the first anni-
versary of the the Somali revo-
lutionary Socialist Party, whose
creation marks a new stage of
the revolutionary transforma-
tions not only in that country

s TR

but also in the entire African
continent.

The programm of the Somali Re-
volutionary Socialist Party un-
derlines that this Party, being
the vanguard of workers and
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peasants, is called upon to play
the leading role, in building the
foundations of a socialist society
in Somalia. From the very first
days of its existence, having
disassociated itself from the the-
ory of «National» and «African»
socialism, the SRSP announced
its loyalty to the only scientific
and [ully revolutionary ideology-
Marxism-Leninism». The SRSP
iees its chief task in leading the
country along the socialist road
to complete political and econo-
mic independence, the achieve-
ment of unity, equality and pro-
gress.

Makiung its first steps, the new
national Party began with the
main thing: the work among
the population, the creation of
a local Party network, inviticg
the broadest popular masses to
the active and conscientious par-
ticipation in the state and social
life, who have convinced them-
selves in practice that the SRSP
is actjng in the interests of the
working people, that its prog-
ramme is in accord with the pe-
ople’s interests,

An integral part of the party’s
activities is the dissemination
and explanation of the funda-
mentals of scientific socialism
to the popular masses, mobliza-
tion of the working people for
the defence of the revolutionary

gains from the intrigues of the
external and the internal reac-
tion, the Party has assumed the
following slogan as its prinicple
of activity: The duty of every
SRSP member is ot only to
show an example of selfless la-
bour but also be an active pro-
pagandist of the fundamentals
of Marxism-Leninism». Big pro-
paganda work carried out by
the SRSP activists is fielding its
concrete pesults, helping the
country to successfully resolve
the economic tasks set forth by
the Party.

Emulation for higher labour
productivity that spread at ma-
ny enterprises allowed the Soma-
li Democratic Republic to inc-
rease the output of industrial
products by 40 per cent. The
area of tilled land has doubled
from 350 to 700/000 hectares.
The peasantry has vividly res-
ponded to the SRSP appeal to
unite economics and now more
than 120 cooperatives are pro-
ducing their goods.

In the field of foreign policy
the SRSP announced as its chief
goal expansion and strengtheni-
ng of friendly relations with the
socialist states. The proximity
or coincidence of views of the
CPSU and the SRSP, the gover-
nments of the USSR and the
SDR on many cardinal questi-
ons of our time have been ref-

lected in the treaty of friendshio
and cooperation signed on 11th
July. 1974. Leonid Brezhnev
stressed in his report to tie 25th
CPSU congress that this treaty
had consolidated out close mu-
tual relations with the Soma-
li Demceratic Republic,

The strengthening of fraternal
ties between the CPSU and the
SRSP, the cdeveloment of all-ro-
und cooperation between the
USSR and the SDR do not su-
it the imperialists, who in recent
time launched a rabid propagan-
da campaign in view of darke-
ning Soviet-Somali  relations.
«However all the attempts of
international imperialim aimed
at hampering the consolidation
of Sgviet-Somali cooperation, ba
sed on the principles of proleta-
rian internationalism, are doo-
med to failure» said president
Mohamed Siad Barre.

The Somali people will never
forget the disinterested aid and
support which Soviet Union has
been constantly rendering in the
struggle for genuine independen-
ce, elimination of the age-old
backwardness and in building
a new society. Our relations
with the Soviet Union rest on
the firmf o un d a ti onof
common ideology, fruitful coo-
peration and singleness of goals
in the struggle for peace, democ-
racy and socialism»

From

a Colonialist Stronghold

to a Stronghold of Freedom and Peace

Between 16th and 19th of
June 1977 an international con-
ference against Apartheid, raci-
sm and colonialism in South
Africa was held in Lisbon, the

Capital of Portugal.

The conference was jointly
organized by the African-Asian
peoples  Solidarity Organiza-
tron (AAPSQ), World peace

— 3 —

Council, and the progressive
and democratic parties and or-
ganizations of Portugal (and in
particular the Communist and
Socialist Parties of Portugal).
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The Success of the Conference
was achieved through. its sup-
port by the peace loving for-
ces of the World among which
was the Somali Democratic Re-
public. The members of the
participating delegations were
tupto two thousand. This Jar-
ge number of people represen-
ted 73 organizations from 73
countries, six delegations from
the different departments of the

" UN.O.. and 16 delegations

from other international contin-
ental and regional organiza-
tions. 'The delegations which
took part in the Conference re-
presented forces with different
social formations and with dif-
ferent political and ideological
convictions. Among them we-
re delegations which represen-
ted religious organizations and
those which represented the
social democratic parties of We-
stern Europe. Also present were
communist Parties of the Socia-
list counrties, parties and orga-
nizations from Africa, Asia and
Latin America.

The represented Organiza-
tions were, however, united by
the common rejection of tke co-
lonialist and imperialist policies
and especially how these poli-
cies are at present being applied
in the Southern part of Africa.
The conference was, therefore,
an international demonstration
in support of humanity, peace
and democracy and against the

racist regimes of the Southern
part of Africa.

It is important to note that
the Conference was made to co-
incide with the day (10th June)
the workers and the Youth ro-
s¢ against Apartheid in Soweto,
wkhere the racist regime in Sou-
th Africa committed an unfor-
getable crime. Hundreds of peo-
ple who were peacefully demon
strating were shot there. The
10th June of every year has be-
come a day commemorated by
all the progressive forces in
the World.

Important resolutions were
taken at this conference. Am-
ong the resolutions was the one
concerned with how the sup-
port to be rendered to the liber-
ation movement could be sys-
tematized and coordinated. Ano-
ther resolution supports the pro
gressive  eguntries of Africa in
their struggle against interna-
tional imperialism.

In this conference the SDR
was represented by a delegation
led by Comrade Warsame Ali
Farah, a member of the Cen-
tral Committee of the SRSP and
Chairman of the Committee
of Friendship and solidarity am-
ong the peoples.  Making pood
use of this international
meeting, our delegation con-
ferred with delegations from
international organizations,
national  organizations, hea-
ds of liberation  move-

ments and international figures.
Our delegation informed those
people it met about the econo-
mic and social gains of the SDR
and especially about the foun-
dation of the Party and Social
Organizations, It glsg informed
those delegations about the im-
perialist propaganda against the
the S.D.R. and about other mat-
ters concerning the liberation
movements of Africa and the
struggle against imperialism.

Tke Conference held in Lis-

bon is itself worthy of our re-
cognition. In fact the Transi-
tion of Portugal from a strong
hold of colonialisim and Fasci-
sm to that of solidarity with the
Liberation movements and re-
jection of Apartheid within a
period of three years was  not
an easy one. It was a painful
transition realized by the pro-
gressive and democratic forces
led by the Working class and
its Vanguard Party.
In Cooperation with the libera-
tion movements, these forces we-
re successful to topple the fasci-
st regime which was an agent
of international imperialism. It
was only then that it became
possible for Lisbon to raise its
voice and condemn imperialism.
It is because of that we ye-
cognize the Portuguese revolu-
tion and their support of the
progressive forces of the Wor-
1d.

FRIENDSHIP  DELEGATION 10 GDR

The SRSP delegation
lead by Comrade ‘Warsame
Ali Farah = member of the CC
Deputy Chairman of the Fo-
reign Relations Bureau of the

|
|

CC SRSP and president of the
Somali Cauncil of Freindship
and Solidarity took part at the
meeting of International Frien-
dship League of the GDR and

Presidents and Secretary Gene-
rals of National friendship so-
cieties throughtout the world,

This meeting ook place in
Berlin  the capital of GDR at
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a time when GDR gained an
international recognition which
came as a result of the develop-
ment of socialist construction
in GDR; thanks to the strugg
le of the working people led
by its marxist-leninist party the
Socialist Unity party, within
the gmwing economic,  social
and military might of the Wor
l1d socialist systeny, which is
an objective and decisive factor
in favour of the world revolu-
tionary process, the  meeting
which gave the chance to all

participants to exchange fruit- .

ful discussions in a  friendly
atmosphere of the good rela-
tions and the continued exper-
ience of further development of
friendship societies.

Majority of the delegations
which participated at the mee-
ting were those Chairmen and.
Secretary Generals who contri-
buted towards the gaining of the
International recognition for
GDR. 'The SRSP delegation
explained the gains and the
achievements of the Somali re-
volution angd how they follow
with interest the progress and
the recent development of so-
cialist  reconstrucion in the
GDR. The SRSP delegation
informed in detail about the
foundation of the Somali Re-
voluticnary Socialist Party, its
history, programme and  the
decisions of the 3rd  Plenary
Session of the CIC' SRSP, as
well as the creation of the
Mass Organisations after  the
foundation of the SRSP.

All participants at the mee-
ting were acquainted with the
political, economic social and
cultural tasks and objectives of
the German Democratic Repub
lic as they were defined by
the 9th Congress of the Socia-

list Unity Party, which  took
place in Berlin, Capital of
GDR in May 1976, All were
informed of the current deve-
lopment within the GDR and

tasks which are to be fulfilled

ahead.

The life in the German De-
mocratic Republic is characte-
rised by political stability and
continous economic growth
and by steady advance in the
spheres of science, education,,
culture and technology. It s
quite clear that the enemy of
socialism will have no chance
to prevent the further progress
of socialism in the GDR.

During its stay in the GDR,
the delegation vxchanged views
and information with the Presi-
dent of the GDR—Afro Asian
Solidarity Commitee and with
many other high ranking officia-
Is of the Central Commitee of
the Socialist Unity Party who
acguainted the delegation with
the experiences of GDR and ex-
pressad deeply  felt selidarity
with the struggling peoples of
the Somali Dimocratic Republic
for thier noble ajms and for our
common cause. During its stay
in the GDR, the defegation ex-
perienced the progress made in
the socialist construction and
paid a visit to two regions  of
GDR ie; Leipzig and Hazlle
and had discussion with seve-
ra] institution including Workers
and Youth in factories. The dele-
gation practi-ealljr observied clo-
ser the economic and gocial con-
ditions of the Industrial Workers
in the towns as well as in @00
pratives in the country side. All
participants admired and highly
apga-reciat»ed the lying standard
of the working people of ~ the
GDR, which could not be imple-

mented but in a socialist society.
After several discussions with
individuals and groups the par-
ticipants from all continents we-
re convined of the realization of
Socialist democraey in the GDR.

Amongst the many comrades
of the League of friendship, the
delegation was given the oppor-
tunity to meet Comrade Herman
Axen, member of the Iolitical
Bureau and the Chairman of the
Foreign Relations Commissoin
of the SED' Centeral Commitee,
who gave the delegation infor-
matjon. in details of the growing
relations between the  Socialist
Unity Party and the Somali Re-
volutionary Socialist Party. He
spoke of the foreign policy of

‘the GDR, a policy which is de-

signed to secure favourable cot-
ditions for the construction  of
socialism, the support of
the struggle of the peoples for
national libratton  and so-
cial progress and to gain accep-
tance for the principles of peace-
fu] co-existance. Jaalle War-
same Ali expressed thanks
and gratitude to the League of
Frienship and the SED for gi-
ving  him an opportunity
to meet so many comrades
responsikle in the Party to
exchange information, views
on the recent deve]opments in
Africa and the whole world in
general and the Horn of Africa
in particular. He praised the fo-
reign policy of the GDR based
on the priciples of internationa-
lism. He further emphasized the
importance of the role of the an-
tiamperialist front of the socia-
list community and the national
liberation movements against in-
ternational monopoly,  colonia-
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lism, neocolonialism, fascism, ra-
cism, zionism and Apartheid for
nationa] indeperdence, democra-
cy and social progress.

He continued that the SRSP
will oppose all attempts of reac-
tionary forces and continue to
consolidate the firm and frater-
nal fighting alliatce with  the
Soviet Union and other socialist
countries as the decisive base of
its successful reyolutionary stru-

ggle.

After GDR the  delegation
left to the Soviet Union where
they met the representatives of
the Soviet Frienship Association
with foriegn countrics, the So-
viet Afro-Asian Solidarity Com-
mittee and the USSR Accademy
of Science African Institute.
They exchange views and exper-
ience on matters related to both
organisations as well as Soth
countries,

The delegation after Lishon on
their way to somali had a stop-

over in Rome, where they had
the chance to mszet the CC  of
the Gommunist Party of Italy
mainly with comrades Giancarlo

Pajetta, member of the Politbu-
reau and G. Giadresco with
whom they exchanged views and

informatijon on the current cven-
ts in Africa in general and the
horn of Africa in particular and

discussed the growing of the ex-

isting rlations betwzen our two
parties the PCT and the SRSP.

THE MONTH OF SOLIDARITY WITH
THE KOREAN PEOPLE

On June 25th a reception in
honour of the 27th imperialist
aggression against Korea was
held at the Workers Hall. 25th
June (The day the imperialist
aggression started) up to 27 Ju-
ly (The day the aggression en-
ded) is called the Month of So-
lidarty with the Korean people.
Participants of the reception
were the chairmen of the Bu-
reau for Party Organization,
Bureau for legislative gnd jus-
tice and the Chairman of the So-

mali Revolutionary Youth Un-
ion, the Korean Ambassador in
the SDR, leaders of the social
organizations and many other

people.

Comrade Mohamed Ali Ahm-
ed, the Chairman of the Public
Relations Department of the So-
mali workers organization, re-
flected in his speech to the Lo-
ng struggle the Korean people
waged to liberate their country
and their present struggle to un-

ite their divided country once
again.

The Korean Ambassador in
the 3.D.R. Comrade Swak Chel
Su, pointed out in his speech
the good relations between the
two countries and the two jpeo-
ples of Somalia and Korea. The-
se relations are based, his ex-
cellency the Ambassador said.
upon friendship, common ideo-
logy and views against Imperia-
hsm and for World Peace.

_—
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POLITICAL ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL AFFAIRS

Education in Somalia has experienced significant
changes since 1969. Most of these changes are quan-
titative involving both formal and informal education,
some of them are significantly qualitative, revolving
around the issue of Somalising and socialising Somali
education. The adoption of a script for Somali in
QOctober 1972 has provided a crucial basis for these
changes.

Under colonialism, It is not possible for the
cducation system to play the role of transmiting know-
ledge ang culture in order to develop human traits
that are conducive to economic, social, political — and
cultural transformation and progress. On the contrary,
colonialism negates the culture and the intellectual heri-
tage of the colonised society. At its best, colonialism
transposed a parasitic elite on the previously = harmo-
nious social structure who is incapahle of initiating
social progress. Thus, Walter Rodney points out,
«The main purpose of the colonial School system was
to train Africans to help man the local administration
at the lower ranks and to staff the private capitalist
firms owned by Europeans. In effect that meant selec-
ting a few Africans to participate in the domination
and exploitation of the continent as a whole. Celo-
nial schooling was education for Subordination, explo-
itation, the creation of mental confusion and the deve-
lopment of underdevelopment», (1).

In this way Colonialism denied formal schooling
for most Somalis. A British official in Northern So-
malia once put it bluntly: «Being disastrously grave
to educate the Somalis; and since the country cannot
absorb the School leavers, only 8 elementary and one
intermediate school are sufficient for helping the lo-
west ranks of the administration.» (2). During the
Fascist Era, an Italian official wrote a secret directive
in which he forbade attempts to extend elementary
education for natives and to teach our language 0
as many childrer. as possible .. Wi should reserve the
strictly necessary education for the sons of chiefs

REVOLUTIONARY ~ CHANGES
IN SOMALI

EDUCATION

by Yusuf Haji Hersi

and more jmportant notabilities only, because  these
can later on succeed to the (uties of their fathers,
serve as interpreters and hold modest positions in
offices . . it is mistaken policy to establish orphana-
ges, because there, in the end, you will give them
habits that do not belong to their race or their social
class». (3).

As a consequence, we see that only 1’265 Somali
children were receiving Italian cclonial education in
1934. All of them were in elementary Schools. (4).
Even when nationa] and international pressures were
brought to bear after World War II, the situation did-
not improve very muck. Durirg 1954-55, under
Italian trusteeship of Somzlia one witnessed 96 ele-
mentary Schools enrolling 5’863 male and 727 female
pupils, 6 intermediate schools enrolling 459 male and
42 female pupils, 2 secondary sehocls  enrolling 55
male students. In British SomalilLand, the figures
for 1953 report that 19 elementary schools enrolled
1021 male and 29 female, 3 intemediate schools  en-
rolling 345 hoys and 1 secondary school and 1 voca-
tional training centre enrolling 16 and 33 boys res-
pectively. There is no need to repeat here that colo-
nial education was alien to Somali culture and needs
in its curriculum toth in content and form.

The situation improved somewhat just quantitati-
vely during the Neocolonial era due to mass pressures,
But radical progress can be witnessed only after 1969
as we provide contrasting statistics, ~The Revolution-
nary Government,s formal schocling policy consisted
of (a) expansion of education: adopting the policy of
compulsory education for all children from 6 to 11
years of age; (b) democratisation of education; making
it free and equal unrelated as in the past to property
status, making it accessible to all regions and arcas of
the SDR; (c) Somalisation of education; previously it
was administratively and curriculum-wise based on
foreign culture, Somali is now the medium of instruc-
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tion while the curriculum and school text-books will
reflect the Somali cultural milieu; (d) the socialisation
of education: teackhing scientific socialist principles
and World outlock in all ladders and aspects of formal
education; (e) vocationalization of education: the
great need to increase vocational technical and prefies-
sional education. Adopting Somali as the medium  of
instruction has greatly facilitated the objective of So-
malia’s revolutionary changes in education.

During the Scholastic year 1969-1970, students
enrolled in all schools were 55,021, During the five
Revolutionary years 1971-76, the number jumped to
240,550. This shows that in five years school enroll-
ment increased 337.2 per cent. In four years, bet-
ween 1969-70 and 1973-74, the elementary schools
enrollment increased 128.2 per cent, or equivalent to
an annual growth rate of 32.1 per cent; intermediate
schools enrollments increased by 51 per cent or 12.8
growth rate, secondary education enrollments rose ov-
erall by 63.8 per cent or 16 per cent annual growth ra-
te. During 1969-70 there were 6.412 secondary schocls
students of which 137 were girls; in 1973-74 we find
18,500 secondary School students of which 1’773 we-
re girls. Considering girls, their enrollment increased
140.6 per cent over the four year period.

Betfore the Revolution, there were three technical
and two vacational schocls. Today there are 16  tee-
hnical schools, 2 polytechnic (to be opened in 1977),
2 clerical, 1 maritime, 1 agriculture, 1 animal husban-
dry, 3 nursing, 1 range management, 1 School for te-
lecommunication technicians, This is an area in which
progress has just begun, a great deal more needs to he
done to create revclution in technical and scientific
education. On One hand, the trend is to increase
technical and voeational schools, om the other, this
also involves adding technical and vocational training
to the curriculum of normal secondary schools. In
the long run this also involves all ways and means of
relating theory and practice, study and prodution. Pre-
paration of teaching materials for such schools  helps
to equip the Somali language with an adequate, tech-
nical and scientific vocabulary. Apart from borrowing
new terms, this a]so involves studying traditional  So-
mali science (in medicine and veterinary
example) and refitting the old concepts in new appli-
cation. Some of this has involved original contribu-
tions to the teaching of science, especially at  the ele-
mentary level.

matters Tor

All this has involved a great expansion and Soma-
lisation of teachers training programmes. During 19-
69-70, the number of Somali teachers totalled 1,873:
in primary schools 1,542 teachers, general secondary
schools 252; techrical schools 19, teacher training sc-
hools 10. In 1973-74, the corresponding figures we-
re: 3,826 primary level teachers, 437 in general secon-
dary schools, 159 in technical schools, 44 in - teacher
training and 20 in kindergartens, adding up to a total
of 4,486 teachers. These statistics show teacher gro-
wth rates as follows: primary level 148.1 per cent,
general and technical secondary education 84 per cent,
teacher training 340 per cent.

As a results of colonial and neo-colonial  policies,
Somalia was so underdeveloped that a full-fledged uni-
versity was not provided for. The revolutionary govern-
ment tock it upon itself to establish, as a mater of
top pricrity, a Naticnal University (SNU). By 1972,
five faculties were in operation namely education,
law, economics, agriculture and the sciences. By 1974,
the faculties of medicine, veterinary and animal husban-
dry and natura] sciences (mathematies, engineering and
geology) were added. Currently the Somali National un-
iversity caters for a total of 2,500 students, 109, of
whom are from workers who are given university level
opportunities, The female student ratio rose from an in-
significant number to 10% in four years. The  college
of education of the SNU, which prepares secondary
schoal teachers, enrolls about 500 students each year in
its intensive two-year degree programme. Currently, 1ta-
lian and English are used at the University level. But
by 1981, a predominantly Somali language  f{reshman
class will enter the SNU. Plans are underway to Soma-
lise the University as best as possible. Even teday, the-
re are a number of lectures in various subjects being of-
fered in Somali. Some steps have also been taken to
Somalise seme of the textbocks. For example, a 623 pa-
oes college-level chemistry text-book has heen translated
from English to SOMALI.

The Somalisation of education has called for the
preparation and printing of Somali books covering va-
rious School subjects: arithmetic, algebra, geometry, che-
mistry, biology, physics, history, geography, Language
and Literature, technical and vocational subjects. Most
significant work is going on in the area of writing
textbooks in mathematics, physics, biology and chemis-
try. The natural science terminology being developed
is bound to have far reaching consequences,  Before
1972, all school textbooks were written by forgign aut-
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hors and printed in foreign contries, They did not have
least relationship with the culture and environment of
the Somali child. To Somalise educational materials,
the Ministry of Education appointed 203 Somali tea-
shers into 15 research- writting committees (o prepars
textbooks for each level of the lower education ladder
which now consists of a unified system of 6 years pri-
mary level and 4 years secondary level education, The
result of such textbooks preparation efforts so far
amounts to the producation of 135 textbooks in Somali

Language.

LEVEL

Number of text books
Primary Education 70
Genera] secondary level 40 o
Technical secondary level 5
Home economies (secondary level) 4
Home economics (Intermediate) 2
Kindergarten leve] 1
Adult Education 10
Agricultural Education 1
Fishing Techniques 1
Poultry farming 1

Total 135

Between 1973  and 1976, the Ministry of
Education  has published 6.2 million copies of
books in  Somali. The Publication of bhocks
and Somalisation  precess have been  fa-
cilitated by the policy of nationlising all private schools
{missionary and non-missionary) and all private prin-
ting establishmrents, Today, the state printing Agency
carries out the printing tasks of the nation.

Such revolutionary changes in the quantity and
quality of education cannot berseparated {rom the con-
text of a Socialist-oriented path to development. Une
illustration of this is provided by the fact that, to co-
pe with the expansion of schooling facilities, volun-
tary mass labour had to ke utilized. During the colo-
nial era, Somali masses shunned colonial education,

today, they gladly answer the: call of the Revolution to
build class-rooms on the principle of self-he]p and self
reliance. There has been an increase of 2,154 class-
rooms in primary level education of which 1180 were
built in 1975 alone as a result of utilizing mass labour
on a voluntary basis.

An important dimension of the new progressive con-
text is illustrated by the important changes in non-for-
mal education facilitated by the adoption of a script
for Somali. There was no any mass education prog-
ramme at all during the colonial era. At the beginning
of the revolution, if we turn to the statistics of the
1969/70, we find that 18.056 persons were enrolled
in non-formal or adult education. Out of this num-
ber 3,188 were women. These adult education cla-
sses were conducted in either Iialian
English oy Arabic. It soon became obvious that a gen-
uinely mass education programme cannot be Launched
without the use of the Somali Language, On March 3,
1973, once written Somali had been proclaimed and
implemented, a national ] iteracy Compaign was Laun-
ched. This campaign focused in the beginning on urban
areas, operating on the basis of the self-help volunteer
principle. The Ministry of Education points gut  that,
as a result of this urban campaign, 400,000 persons
were aiphabetised.

On August 1st 1974, a major Rura] Development
campaign (RDC) was Launched. The campaign was
unique in the history of Somali, it was the first offen-
sive in a strategy aimed at closing the wrban-rural gap
which had been directly and indirect]y foisted by co-
lonialism and neo-colonjalism. The importance attached
to the campaign is underlined by the fact that schools
were closed for one acadmic year to permit the whole-
scale involvement of teachers and students in the
RDC. The main dimensions of the RDC included:-

a) Eradication of illiteracy among the rural peo-
ple;

b) Public health improvement
¢) Animal health improvment

d) Census for both people and Livestock

The scope of the RDC can be gathered by grasping
the fact that Somali Democratic Republic consists of
about 650,000 square miles with a population of about
4.5million. In the rura] areas the population is scattered

and is often mabile due to the practice of nomadic pas-
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toralism. The transportation system in the rural areas is
poorly developed, indeed, the majority of the villages
had no roads at all before the RDC. During the period
of the campaign, 1.6 million people were medically tre-
ated and 1.4 million received vaccinations of one sort or
another, 19 million animals were treated, 2.3 million
~ of them received veterinary vaccinations, The Literacy
aspect of the RDC involved 1.2 million people. As a
whele 1,757,779 persons of whom 597,665 were women
alphabetised in the urban asd rural Literacy campaign.
The SDR now has a Literacy ratio of about 70 per cent.
None of this would have been possible without the
use of written Somali as a medium for instruction.

As the Minimum objectives of the mass  literacy
programmes were achieved, another campaign for a
more systematic functional education programme for
adults was started throughout the country. The new cur-
riculum for non-formal education has been Somalised

and vocationalised.

CONCLUSIONS

The changes in Semali ¢ducation described above are
indeed significant, yet they simply represent  modest
beginning. A pgreat deal more needs to be done in
order to deepen the qualitative aspects of Somali Edu-
cation. Certain areas need to receive particular atten-
tion in future, Among these:

= The need to expand and improve vocational
and professional education, in order to achieve a greater
ang better relationship between schooling and produc-
tion. The nzed to develop an adequate scientific  con-
cepts and terminology within the Somali Language.

— The need to constantly relate theory to practice
and to concritise this in the schooling curriculum in
terms of practical involvement, practice oriented rese-
arch etc.

— The need to complete the development of vari-
ous higher educational level structures, priority being
given to the unfulfilled aspects of the Somali national
University; :

— The need to further systematize and deepen
the teachings of sceintific socialism at all levels of the
educational system;

— The need to properly coordinate schooling out-
puts with the social and economic needs of planned
society.

As an aspect of the socialist context, the SDR gi-
ves employment to all post-intermediate schocl Leavers.
Since such graduates have received only a general edu-
cation, what will be the future implications and feasi-
bility of such a palicy? Would it not leag to overstaffing
in administration, to featherbedding? These and related
probelms will be axamined in future issues of HALGAN

What is definite is that this horjzontal developme-
nt in Somali education creates the conditions which
will let Somalia achieve surprising results in a vertical
sense. The provision of mass education does not pree-
lude but can only provide a broader basi for qualitative
improvement, for the deeper training of specialists, tech-
nicians and professionals, In any case, these mass orien-
ted revolutionary changes have contributed alot to rai-
se the level of Samali education.

Foctnotes

1. Wal:ér Rodney, How Europe Underdeveloped Afri-
ca, P, 264.

2. C.RU. Bell, cited in Helen Kitchen,
 The Educared Africar (1962) P. 97

3. Gen. Gug — Liema Nasi cited in E. Silva Ban-

khust, Ex—Tigtian colonialism: P.170.

4. Sze Robert Hess, OP. Cit P, 170.
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How many a pupil, who have g0-
ne to schocl early in the morning,
have been over-run by a vehicle on
his way back home? How many an
old man in slipping age haggling
with a wand have been killed by a
car, while trying to cross the road
aimlessly?  How many a
mother of  orphan  chidren
have met her death “on her
way to the city seeking help from
the uncle of her children? All

these and many mote die of vehi-

cle accidents very often, as we §2e
their eorpses on the streets, and af
the same time hear them from the

rodio. Road accidens are.  quite.
new to our life, since our previous
nomadic life had essentially only .

camels and horses for transport -
the former for carrying the traditic-

nal luggages and the latter for ri- .

ding. Today, the situation is diffe-
rent and the progress we have ma-
de contributed our possession of ve-
hicles and the availability of nume-
rous roads. But, indeed it is a pr-
ogress with no less sacrifice consi-
dering the magnitude of the death
rate resulting from car accidents.

But it is quite certain that if aceor- -

ding to the traffic laws, the vehic-
s are properly handled and both
drivers and public are very respo-
nsible, then such hazards brought
by accidents could be averted.

If we briefly reflect con the

areas of accidents. we can prefera-
bly put them into two major cate-
gories: in the city wherg both ipeo-
ple and vchicles are plentiful and
in the regions.  The pature of the
accidents which occur in these ar-
eas is different. In the former,
most accidents take place due to

Problems of Dally Llfe

 the collision of two vehicles, over-

running by a vchicle of an individ-

ual trying to cross the street anu

last but not the least the hitting of a
vehicle against either a wall, elec-
tric pole,gtc. Most of these acci-
dents result injuries and  however
many in number, they are not s¢
dangerous. On the comtrary, acei-
dents in the regions are quite horri-

‘blc as they are characterised by
the turning over of the vehicle wh-

ich relatively brings about a. high
death rate and rather deplorable
injuries. This ig due to the fat nu-

mber of passengers and heavy lo-

ad carried by these wehicles

It is crucial hers to delve into
the real causes of these accidents,
since every disease could only be

properly cured after making a care-
ful diagnosis on the specific germ.

resulting infection. Therefore, in
this aspect, we have made
consultations with many of-
fices and authorities con-
nected to traffic regulations iz Tra-
ffic polica, Municipality etc. Jaalle
Cap. Said Adib Ateye, head of the

" traffic s=ction had this to say about

the situation, «The accidents of
1976 were tremendous, and accor-
ding to the figure of accidents in
the first & months of the current
year 1977, it seems that the results
would equalize with that of the pre-
vious year». Refelecting on the
causes of the accidents in the coun
try, Jazlle Said emphasised the fol-
lowing:- ;

i) In observation due (o ignoran-
ce of the traffic signs by the public
and specially the residents of the
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- ROAD ACCIDEN TS

' city,'WHo are mostly newcomers.

i) increase of the volume of the

“vehieles “and ‘the fact that there

are no sulficiznt and spacious roa-
ds or streets to cater for them par-
tic ula1ly in the city.

111) irrespenslblhty of many of
the vehicle drivers.

iv) The casy acquisition by non-

~competent drivers of the driving

license. -

v) The short-sightedness inval-

ved in planning the construction of

our roads and streets which is not
hased on long range objectives.

vi) Over loading of vehicles es-
pecially those travelling to the re-
gions.

In our consultation, we have
also met with Jaalle Col. Mohamed
Yusuf, Commander of the Police
Operation Unit, who confirmed wi-
ihi the above reasons. while at the
sameg time reflecting on
the bad shape of our roads
and the fact that the “vehie-
les are not classified into ' passei-
ger and loading categories, This
brings about the unnecessary in-
juries or deaths of many passengers
by the heavy stuffs carried by th2
trucks. ‘Commenting on the = bad
shape of our roads, Jaalle Moha-
med pointed out, «The worse statc
of our roads has been con-
ditioned by the prior need for he-
use constructions long befone the
roads which when required force
us to demoilsh many houses belo-
nging to the public. We  cnn not
Lope for better rcads in the near
futurs because this compels us to
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destory many nouses gf the pub-
lic which can not be so easily do-
ne.»

In the field of rcads and street

maintenence, we have also met
with Jaalle Abukar Aden «Aga-
barur», Director of the Tachnical

Department of Hamar Municipa-

lity. Jaalle Abukar told us that
the Municipality spends about So.
Shs. 50,000/ — annually on the
maintenence - and better crganisa-
tion of roads. He lamented on
«It is so unfortunate that some pe-
ople are destorying the traffic signs
meant primarily to orientate  the
public about the traffic regula-
tons», )

" We can capture the capacity of
this peril 1nvolved in accidents by
closely looking at the figure of ac-

cidents in the years of 1875 and

1976, which ig-as follows :

Yeafl N.‘of accid.

Death Injury
1975  3.968 313 2,901
1976 3911, . 410 .2,926

If we take an example from- the
death rate of the accidents in 1976,
we come to know that only in 3
accidents about 44 ‘persons have

died not to speak- of the mnumber

of persons ‘injured.

solete and badly needs to be revi-

sed.  But we have been told a new
-one is also under process. This sho-

uld not imply at all that there is n-
concrete law to indict those carelsss
arivers responsible for acudemb
Jazlle Col Mohamed Yusuf told us
that Article 445 of the Somali pen-
al-code on 1ndehberate accidents
states that the person reﬁponm’nie
for the act Uuould be sentenced
from & months to 5 years inpriso-
nment if the accident is minor and
upto 12 years if it is otherwise. As-
ked if there has ever been any dri-
ver sentenced  to any quration of
time, ]aalle Mohamed respondad
«The police consmentlously obser-
ve all those offenseg they come ac-
ross and wnqequmn]y take them
to the court».

In the countryside the mos| da-
ngerous road, in terms of accidents,
is -the one between B/Weyn and
B/Burte; A special committze has
bzen nominated in 1975 o study
the causcs of the aceidents, In one
of their resolutions, they have sugg-

sted that wallsbe built in places
along the road where they thought
vohiclos frc'wu:'ntly turned  over.

' § 5.3 But, unfortunatl ‘nothing  has
There is a formal law concermng . 4 i

" road accidents but it is almost ob-

cen done to mectify the situation
and vehicles are stlll facing the
danger. '

Be it so as it may, the Traffic
Departement are trying their best te
minimise th(} -el_lanc;zs Qf accidents
by making fer example, one  way
streets esepeially in the eity. Addi-
ﬁﬂﬂﬂlly some  students = are . trai-
red as. traffic personnel and acco-
rding to the commander of the T raf-
fic section, they are planning to of-
fer courses of this nature to workers
However, it should be understood
that this national problem about
accidents can not be overcome sim-
ply by the traffic department . but
13. a public affair. In connection,

g Public can conl;r_!bu_te in many

wavc. QU’F‘]’[ as L

1) “To cross roads ouiy on those
places markf:d w1th a white pamt

(ii) To avoid destroymg the tra-
ftic r‘"tcrs

(iii) DPrivers stould be careful and
respomsible ete. ' !
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The explosively dangerous situa-
tion in the Middle East imperils
Wrold Peace. That is why it cap-
tures the attention and concern of
all the political leaders in the
World, who cach, in his own way,
try to propose methods of solving
this thorny issue.

It becames inevitably essential
to recognise the crux of the prob-
lem in order to be able to formulate
a programme that would lead to
the realisation of a just and lasting
peace in the Middle East.

International imperialism helped
create the Zionmist Israel state 1n
1948 at the expense of the Pales-
tinians who were subjected to the
most inhuman atrocities: Quite
a large number has been deportec,
some remained in their country
as second rate citizens, and yet an
appreciable portion lived in desti-
tute in refuge camps in the neigh-
bouring Middle East countries.

The main motive behind such
an imperialist measure of creating
the state of Israel has been to gua-
rd the interest of imperialism and
agressively check an Arab libara-
tion movement that threatened its
interest in the area.

Inorder to be able to fulfil its
task, Israel had always pursued a
policy of provocation, sedation and
expansion. In 1948, it occupied
a great portion  of the land inten-

WORLD AFFAIRS

THE MIDDLE EAST
SETTLEMENT  ISSUE

ded to be the homeland for the
Palestinians aided and abeted by
imperialist forces, particularly the
United States. The reactionary
nature of certain Arab States at
that time also assisted the imperia-
bist designs to get through.

However, the Egyptian Revolu-
tion in 1952 was a landmark in
the history of the Arab liberation
movement. It came out as a tre-
mendous force of progress. The
anti-imperialist Egyption revolu-
tion dealt heavy blows to the re-
actionary bourgeois and feudalist
classes in the country and embar-
ked upon political economic tasks
to improve the lot of the Egyption
toiling masses. The Egyptian revo-
lution was characterized by its an-
ti-imperialist, anti-colonialist, anti-
neacolonjalist,  anti-racist,  anti-
Zionist nature. Allying with the
socialist community and the pro-
gressive forces in the World, it
extended positive support to the
national libration movements.

The revolutionary upheaval in
Egypt consolidated the Arab peop-
les struggle for independence. It
has been instrumental 1n the vic-
tories won by the Arab peoples
in Iraq, Algeria, Syria and the
two Yemens., Imperialism and
its puppet regime of Israel were
alarmed by the growing influence
of the Egyptian revolution on the
Arzb anti-colonial struggle. So,
inorder to nib it in the bud, the

—_— 4!{} —

aggressive tric-Britain, france and
Isreal jointly invaded Egypt in
1956. The Egyptian revolution
enjoying the support of the pro-
gressive mankind particularly the
Soveit Union, was able to defeat
the enemy.

Once again  in 1967, Isracl at-
tacked the countries of Egypt,
Syria and Jordan. It occupied Ar-
ab Jands three times the size of
that originally  captured from
Palestine.

The United Nations has ever
since conducted many meetings for
solving the thorny problem of the
Middle East. In almost all these
UN meetings the Israel Aggressive
policies have been condemned.
Resolutions have been passed om
the effect that Israel should with-
draw from all the Arab lands it
captured in 1967; and that the
Palestinians rights to self-deter-
mination and independent state-
hood recognized.

Another sphere of the Palesti-
man peoples successes lies in  the
World wide recognition they have
been able to achieve from such
international bodies as the OAU,
the non-aligned countries, and abo-
ve all the UNO with 1ts specialised
agencies such as WHO, UNESCO,
Human Rights etc, which has be-
sides its recognition of the PLO as
the rightful and genuine represen-
tative of all the Palestinian people,
passed that no motion on this is-
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sue shall be dealt with wouthout
the pertinent participation of the
PLO.

Needless to emphasise these
glaring victories by the Palestinian
people have been hard-own. They
have been achieved by bitter strug-
gles, both military and political
and through the sacrifice of hun-
dreds of thousands of Palestiniaz
sons and daugthers, The Palesti-
nian cause has become now as
clear as day light for any ons to
understand,

We can. indeed, say that the
key solution to the Middle Fast
Issue is the recognition of the Pal-
estinian peoples nights; and this is
precisely what Israzl  and inter
national  imperialism, speciaily
USA, refusz to give i to. They
only resort to dilly-dally the mat-
ter often coming up with evasive
partial treatment of the isswe whi-
ch is essentially inter-related in
every aspect.  Imperialism & Isva-
el began to purpose sucl machina-
tions mainly after the 1973 war
when it has become almost impos-
sible for Israe] to maintain its
hegemony over the area by the sole
use of force.

Among the outcome of the
1973 war was that the petrol could
be used as a political weapon whi-
ch could re-inforce the Arab strug-
gle, the Palestinians have also pro-
ved, contraty to certain circles whe
megarded them as a weakling bur-
den on the Arab forces, to be a
formidable strength that has to be
reckoned with, And hence the con-
viction that ne peace can be
attained in the Middle Fast with-
out taking into account the Pales-
tinian problem and the official
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participation of the PLO in such
talks,

Since 1973 war, imperialism
and Zionism have been busy for-
mulating mew tactical programmes
that would serve their strategic
ends. They formulated and to a
certain extend implementad
a plan by which they
could weaken the strength of the
progressive Arab forees and crush
the Palestinians. They carried out
tht policy of setting the Arab -
gimes against one another, with
the aim of assisting the local rea-
clionaries to come into the reign
of power in the states that follow
anti-imperialist line, fresh in our
memories are the aggressive attacks
made against the Palestinians in
Jordan in 1970 and in Lebanon
1n 1976, in which less than 50,000
Palestinians had been virtually
killed in Arab lands, of course
planned and aided by imperialism.

All these agressive devices arc
bemg carried out so that imperjali-
sm and Zionism can easily impose
their conditions for the Middle
Hast settlement after wendering
the progressive forces m the area
too weak for positive action. A-
mongst the conditions which the
imperialist states & Isracl want to
impose are the non-withdrawal
from the Arab lands Israel occu-
pied in 1967 war, and also the
non-recognition of thy Palestinians
rights of naticnal independence in
their homeland. It was very re-
ornt when  Prime  Minister
Yetzhat Rabin made it eclear
that Israel would never with draw
into the 1967 borders which he
defined as absolutely indefensible.

What adds ail to the troubled
waters in the Middle Fast Issue is

il s

the recent accession to power by
the extreme right-wing coalition-
«Likud», The rightwing ter-
rorist leader Mencham Begin said
in an interview with «NEWS-
WEEK» following his rise to po-
wer that his government regards
the Western bank as an Israeli li-
berated territory which will never
concede to the Arabs. He an-
nouneed that a return to the 1967
borders amounts to suicide since
that would bring up the Arabs as
far as 4 Km. from «Qalaaliya».
He alsc added that  Israel
is supported by the US because it
safeguards the US interests in the
anza.  Should Isracl withdraw
from the Western bank and Gaza
for a Palestinian state to come by,
it would be condusive to these re-
gions becoming Soviet bases; hen-
cc «our struggles is to prevent the
the - fall of these regions under
communism.

Thus it is clear that imperialism
and Zionism are wholly bent on
fulfilling only those seluticns that
conform to their illegitimate inter-
ests for carrying through a just so-
lution that guarantees lasting pea-
ce for all the peoples in the Midd-
le East Area, it is imperative that
first and foremost the Arab states
should pool together all their po-
tentialities-political, military, and
economic for the total liberation of
their cccupied lands. Another
equally important condition is the
consolidation of the progressive
Arab forees, the support to the
Palestinians, the strengthening of
alliance with world progressive
forces along stratzgic lines. Indeed
this policy once put into practice
is sure to bring imperialism and
Zionism to their knees to accept a
just and lasting settlement for the
Middle East problem.
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In recent years heated debates
and long discussion over the present
relation in the International Econo-
mic Order has gained momentum,
The restructuring of the system of
economic relations between the ad-
vanced capitalist states — USA
Western Europe, Canada & Japan-
and the developing states has be-
come for the later group a vital is-
sue that has to be urgently tackled.

The industrialized capitalist sta-
tes and the developing states have
been either separately or jointly
conducting meetings aimed at fin-
ding the proper solution to the
crucial problem of inequitable eco-
nomic relation betwzen the two
groups. The international econo-
mic order cannot remain as it is for
long. This is an acknowledged
fact. It has to be reformulated.

Just few decades ago, almost all
the developing states were ecither
under direct colonial or within the
orbit of neo-colonialist system. The
experience  of the socialist com-
munity and its effectiveness were
also at that time far from what it
is today, That is why the imper-
ialist states have bzen able to draw
for the 3rd World the exploitative
policies that secured them immea-
surable profits at the expense of the
toiling masses in the developing
countries. The Impepialist states
made sure to condition these coun-
tries to be a source of raw mate-
rials, market for their consumer
goods, and a place where they can
find cheap labour. The forceful
aggressive effective implementation
of this policy for over centuries
realized immense profits for the

THE THIRD WORLD AND
INTERNATIONAL  ECOMC

imperialist states; wheareas the
conditions of the peoples in the
developing countries could hardly
be defined as decent enough for a
human Yeing.

This contpadiction has resulted
in the bitter long wars of libera-
tion waged by the colonized and
semi-cclonized peoples of the 3rd
World. Today almost all the 3rd
World countries are formally poli-
tically  independent.  However,
owing to their economic backward
ness and political inmaturity, the
majority of these states fell into
the Neocolonialist web woven by
imperialist states.

The Newly liberated countrics
followed different policies to con-
solidate their political independen-
ce and develop their economy. The
most determinning factor, however,
remained the political orientation
of each regime.

Yet despite diversities and dif-
ferent levels of socio-economic
developments, all the developing
countries are united in their con-
viction that the present interna-
tional economic order is bascd
upon exploitative policies deteri-
mental to the interest of the deve-
loping countries. They are also
equally united on the fact that they
can only attain a better economic
position through a united stand in
dealing with the capitalist states.
This is manifested by the positions
taken by the Arab states in deci-
ding their economic relations with
Western Europe, the growing posi-
tion of the Organization of the oil
Exporting Ceuntriee (OPEC) is a
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Said Jama
glaring example. The Militant
role played by the non-aligned

countries in this aspect is worth-
quoting. In their 4th Conference
in Algeirs of Sept. 1973, they have
displayed a gradual shift in its ac-
tivities. They have gone further
than the mere exposition and cri-
ticism of the aggressive and plun-
derous nature of imperialism.
They have at this time formulated
conerete tasks of-anti-imperialist ¢ri-
ve and drew the means and ways of
success. The Conference adopted
an anti-imperialist programme for
reconstructuring the whole system
of exploitative relations with the
World Capitalist economy.

Two points were highly empha-
sised in the 4th Conference of the
Non-aligned states. The Conferen-
ce reaffirmed the peoples right to
dispose of their natural resources
and to eliminate the domination by
foreign imperialist monopolies in
developing states inorder to conso-
lidate their national independence;
all the participants have also co-
me out for democratizagion and
the introduction of the principles
of equality in international econo-
mic relations and for the newly li-
berated countries’ participation on
an equal footing in the setting up
of a new international monetary
system.

Apart from this conference, the-
re were other venue where this to-
pic on international economic or-
der was embraced. The 3rd Wor-
Id participants in the UNCTAD
conference held in Nairobi last
year expressed their seriousness o-
ver the issue directly related to
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their most urgent needs. The 6th
special U.N. Assembly (April May
1971) was another major event in
the developing countries’ struggle
to democratize the system of inter-
national economic relations. For
the first time in the history of the
United Nations, its General Assem-
bly was convened to consider the
problems of developing countries,
raw material resources and econo-
mic development. Another area
where the growing struggle of the
developing countries is evidenced
is the platforms of the Organiza-
tion of African Unity (OAU), and
the Afro-Arab conferences where
the main themes are always cen-
tred around seeking ways and
means of attaining fairer relations
with the Western states and deve-
loping their economies, and the
indespensibility of intensified con-
certed efforts by all the impoveri-
shed looted states.

What makes the topic of special
significarice is the fact that the
3rd World supplies the industrial
capitalist nations with 90% cf the
non-ferous metals they consume.
&% of oil and natural rubber,
509, of cotton and sugar, ctc.
Besides this Western dependence
on the natural resources of the 3rd
World, there is another more dis-
turbing factor: demographic fore-
cast show that towards the end of
this millenium the present develo-
ping countries will account for up
to 80% of the World’s Populaticn
80Y% living as before in dire po-
verty unless the economic trend
changes. The current trend shou-
Id give rise to anxiety. Belween
1965 and 1975 per capita income
in the poorer countries of Asia and
Africa, where 1,250 million people
live today, went up by a mere §
20 from § 130 to 150. It is ex-
pected to be only § 180 in 1985.

The industrial Capialist states

which pursue an economical ex-
ploitative policies are never wil-
ling to concede to the 3rd World
countries to democratically parti-
cipate in the formulation of a new

-economic relations. They resort

to all sort of evasive, illusive me-
thods to perpetuate the present un-
equal relations. However, [fresh
in the memories are the 1973 oil
embargo which was sufficient (o
send the most powerful capitalist
states into jitters.

The developing countries have
outlined a comphehensive program-

me to stabilise their export prices

and export earnings. They have
also put forward to other tasks
in the sphere of international ira-
de. The first is the introduction
of a system of price indexation
and the other deals with providing
an improved access for goods from
the developing countries to the
industrialised capitalist countries.
The capitalist countries have not
shown any tangible conoession en-
abling ‘the developing countries to
free themstlves from their entang:
lement in the economic bondage.
That is why every regional or in-
ternational conference dealing with
the system of economic relation
between the developing countries
and the Western countries fails
to meet the legitimate aspirations
of the young states. The last of
these meeting was the one held in
London on the 2nd of June 1977.
There has not been any improve-
ment in the outcome of this con-
ference owing to the tenacious
stand of the Western countries.
There is every indication that
the coming years will be a tough
time for the Western countries,
This need for the developing coun-
tries raw materials and particular-
ly oil will increase remarkably.
This fact is definitely going to in-

tensify the political ~ struggle bet-
-ween the developing countries and
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the capitalist states. ln this strug-
gle, the newly liberated countries
find a reliable strong ally in'the
secialist countries. The Socialist
ccuntries have always supported
every resolution that served to help
the newly liberated countries to
consolidate their political indepen-
dence and improve their economy-
The Economic telation between
the socialist couniries and the de-
veloping states is marked by sound
rapid and profound development,
since it is based on the principles
of respect for sovereignty, non-
interference in domestic affairs,
mutual benefit and cooperation.
Such a relation, apart from assis-
ting the developing countries im-
rrove their economic potential, has
at the same time a great impact
upon the young states” political
struggle against the imperialist
powers.

The present structure of the in-
ternational ecomomic order will
doubtless prove to be a hard nut
to crack for the developing states.
It has also been realized that any
singular attempts by any deve-
loping state to improve its econo-
mic relations with imperialist sta-
tes have often revealed to be fruit-
less and futile. The restructuring
of the present international econo-

- mic relations presupposes the mili-

tant multi-sided cocperation bet-
ween the young states and the so-
cialist countries which is conduci-
ve to the destruction of all imperia
list relations.

The sharpening crisis of the
World capitalist system, the co-re-
lation of World forces in favour
of the forces of peace and progress,,
the increasing support for the de-
tente principle, are all encouraging
factors for the developing countries
to escalate their strugple against
imperialism for the attzinment of
the desired socio-economic deve-
lopment of their societies.
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{ctober Re-

Teams of the
voluticnary Flowers of the Be

nadir region, [ afele and  the
armed forces laid wreaths of flo-
wers on the unknown soldier,
Hawo T'ake, Dagahtur and Sayid
Mohamed Abdullz Hasan mo-
numegnts in Mogadishu n com-
memoration of the 6th anniver-
sary of the foundation of the
Cetober Revolutionary Flowers
which falls on the lst of June
annually. '

The Revolutionary Flowers
made a leng march in the main
streets of the City led by  the
Chairman of the Organization
Bureau of the Central Committze
of the S R.S.P. Jaalle Qmar 3a-
Iad Elmi, the minister of Edu-
cation, Jaslle Adan Mckamed
Ali, the chairman of the Jomali
Revolutionay Youth Union, Jaal-
le Mechamed Mohamoud Warsa-
mg and the Regional Party Sec-
retary Jaalle Yusuf Thrahim

Aburas.

In the afternoon the demons-
«BDara-
chair-

trators gathered at the
wish» sguare where the
man of the Organization Bureau
Jaalle Omar Salad Elmi talked
in length about the  objectives
for which the October Revolu-
tionary Flowers were  created.
He outlined the conditions  in
which the Somali children were

The 6th Anniversary
of the October

living prior to the birth of the
Revolution and the measures ta-

" ken by the Revolution since then

to prcmote their welfare and

edueation.

In the evening the Sec-
retary General of the SRSP Jaal
le Mohamed Siad Barre partici-
pated in a ceremony held at the
Natiorial Theatre, marking the
6th amn. of the Qectober Revolu-
tionary Flowers. In a speech he
delivered on the occassion jaalle
Siad congratulated the young
ongs and wished them more hap-
pier anniversareis. He  also
bighly commended the organiza-
tion of the anniversary celebra-
tions an talked in detai] about
the strategies behind the estab-
lishment of the youth orgamisa-
tion an added that it was aimed
at creating a prograssive and hea
{thy society which he said could
be achieved only by moulding a
strong family foundation. «The
creation of the O. R.F.
was also aimed at liberating the
future generation from the old
backward legacies inherited from
the colonial rule; the revolution
has also liberated the  Somali
woman and enabled her to  up-
bring a healthy child» he added.

The Qctober Revolutienary
Youth is an Organization of
the lower and middle school

"

Revolutionary Flowers

students and comprises the se-
cond organ of the Somali Reve-
lutionary Youth Union,

The idea of organizing the
the young ones was started in
in the 1960s. Among the pio-
neers who strongly believed in
the thought of forming younth
otgenizations were the Somali
teachers. A group of teachers in
the Northern regions initiated
the Boy Scouts QOrganization.
On the other hand there were
teachers 1n those days who pre-
fered the formation of organiza-
tions bearing similar or even
identical characteristics with
thke Youth Organizations in the
socialist and progressive coun-
tries, However, this program-
me failed to materialize. The
reason for the failure to organi-
2 the young ones at that time
was primarily due to the fact
that the affairs of the nation
were in the hands of an irres-
ponsiblz and corrupt regimes.

On the 18th of June 1971,
the presidsnt of the then Supre-
me  Revolyticnary  Ceuncil
(SRC) Jaalle Mchamed Siad Ba-
rre declared the founding of the
Qetober Reyolutignary  Youth.
The president, Jaalle Siad ma-
de the declaration in a speech
he delivered on that day, six
years ago at El-Jaalle Revolu-
tionary Youth Center.

In the beginning they were
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called the youth of Somalia
However, in 1971-72 the idea
of establishing the title «Octo-
ber Revolutionary Youth» was
latunched.  In the course of few
months the numberof students
registered rose to 500. In 1973
the second October Revolutio-
nary Youth Centre was opened
in Mogadishu.  The center is
now known as the Kamaludin
Centre.  All youth centres es-
tablished untill now are fully
equipped with in-door games
and cut-door sports facilities
Moreover musical instrumunis
are at.their dispesal in the cen-
tres. It is remarkable indeed
to state that these facilities are
being utilized and exploited by

a youthful, ani energetic por-
tion of the society in seeking
and developing their individual
and  collective  sportsmanship
and music potentialites. In ad-
dition to sports instructons and
training undertaken in the cen-
tres under the supervision of
professional teachers, the youth
are also given education based
on raising their revolutionary
consciousness. In ths aspect
they are made acquiented with
the directives of the SRSP, Ja-
alkz Siad.  This necessitates a
comprahiensive dmonstration of
the policies of the revolution,
the role pf the youth in the pro-
cess of nation building and their
duties in accordance with the

implementation of Party pro-
gramme and constitution as
rnesponsible and active members
of the society. Cultural activi-
ties are staged in the centers
to revive the rich cultural her-
tage of the nation in the minds
of the youth,

Since the founding of the
October Revolutionary  Youth,
the ministry of eduecation shg-
uldered special responsibilities
in the execution of a series of
programmes in the field of edu-
cation sucessfully, Also its wor-
th paying tribute to the then
pilitical office of the presidency
of the supreme revolutionary
council for its contribution in
making the task a success.

JIBUTI

INDEPENDENCE

The people of Jibuti shook
off the yoke of colonialism on
the 27th of June aftor 115 yea-
rs of French cojonial rule. Ths
territory adopted the name of
«Damocyatic Republic of Jibu-

ti», with a tricolor national
flag consisting of green blue
white with a red stgr.

At exact]y two minutes after

zero hours. the French [lgg
was pulled down gnd the pe-
public’s new flag hoisted over
the  French comimdssioner’s
residence at Jibuti in a co-
loeful veremony with a 21 gar
salute and thbusands of dan-
cing and cheering crowds chan-
ted «Long live Jibuti indepen-
dgence anc unity.»

Jibuti’s independence is a

_—

gocd example of the invitable
vietery of a people’s inaliena®-
i right for self-determination.
Jibuti’s independence is ths
outcome of the strucales of Af-
ricn, the Arah world gnd  the
victery of all peace-loving and
rrogressive  countries of ths
world. Despite the joy and ul-
timate vietory of Jibutis inde-
pendence, the poople of the
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territory will never forget the
bitter days of oppression  sub-
jugation and ‘the backwardness
legacy bestowed upon them by
cojonialism.

The Somali people togsther
with  all peace-loving and pro-
gressive nations whole-hearted-
iy celebrated the independence
of the Democratic Republic of
Jibut. on the 27th of June
1977 with festive  jubila-
tions. A mass rally in suppert
of the newly independent De-
moeratic  Republic  of Jibuti
was held at the Darawish squ-
are in Mogadishu following the
proclamation of independence.
The rally was attended by mem-
ter of the political Bureau of
S5RSP, first vice-president  of
Somialia, Jaalle Lt. general Mo-
hamzd Ali Samater, Chairmen
of Party Bureaus, Ministers and
cther Central Committee mem-
bers, TJaalle Samatey stated in
» speech  he delivered on the
occasion that the independe-
ace of Jibuti was achieved n »
rrotracied  struggle by the so-
mali people in general and the
people of Jibuti in particular.
«The indspendence of Jibuti
has not come on a silyer plat-
. te butas aresult of blood

shed and hullets» declared
Jaalle Samater. He added that
numeroys  parties both in the
| SDR and the Democratic Re-
| public of Jibeti (DR]) have
sacrificed thewr lives for the
independenes  of Jibuti, while
others have suffered all forms
of oppression and hardship for
the just cause. «Wse have ev-
ry reason to celebrate for the
independence of Jibuti, becau-
se its people are part of our
people and its territory is part
of nur country» deelgred the

viee-president.  Jaalle  Samatep
tajked in length about the long
struggle for independence of
tiwe Jibuti people and the bitter
experiences such as the pseudo-
referendurs of 1958 and 1967,
the tmposition of the name of
the Afars ond Issas in place of
the legal, historic geographic
neme of the territory, the
I'reneh colonized Somali Ceast.

Addressing  the rally, Jaalle
Samater pointed out that, apart
from international imperigli-

suceessive  Ethiopian
ajways opposed the
country’s  independnee gdding
that the current regime in Ad-
dis, following the same poliey
as the late Emperor, has only
recently bezen forced by world
opinion = to change its negative
attitvde towards the independe-
nce of Jihuti,

sm, the
rulers

The vice-president continued
on to say that while the SDR
was celelrating the wndepende-
nce of Jibute, the oppressive mi-
litary clique in Addis is busy
staging sinister manouvres and
provocations against the young
Republic.  He said the Junta
has deployed its army on the
border of Jibuti. posing a
threat to the security of the
young nation. He called on
the people of Jibuti not to be
daunted and worried by any
threat and plot from the Addis
regime since they have the full
backing of the whole Somali
people.

Meanwhile the high level so-
mali delecatipn led by the mem-
her of the political Bureau the
SRSP and vice-president of the
Jaalle Major General Hussein
Kulmie Afrah which included
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chairmen of Farty Bureaus,
Ministers and the wife of the
president of Somali Jaalle Kha-
dija Maalim, returned to Mo-
gadishu on the final day of June
alter haying participated in the
independence celebraniens  of
the new Republic of Jibuti.

Speaking to reporters on arri-
val Jazlle Kulmie said that the
people of Dyibuti have celebra-
ted the happy occasion of their
independence with boundless
joy and jubilation. He added
that the Somali delegation was
the largest single delegaion
from any country to attend the
celebrations and pointed out
tLat the Addis Juntas’ delega-
tion shamelessly walked out of
the festival grounds portraying
their real feelings of hatred to
the people of Jibuti and their
independence  victory. Taalle
Kulmie said that he had conve-
yed the greetings and congratu-
lations of the Secretary Genersl
of the SRSP and jpresident of
the SDR, Jaalle Mohamed
Siad Pare to the president of the
people of Jibuti.

Moreover, he said he had
discussions with the president
of the Republic of Jibuti, Jaalle
Hassan Guleid Abtidon and
other leaders of the government
on matters concerning the fra-
ternal relstions bhetween the
SDR and Jibuti, the unification
of greater Somalia and the li-
beration of Somali territories
still under colonial rule.

)
N
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COMRADE TAHA MA’AROUF VISITS SOMALIA

The: Iraq Vice-president comra-
de Taha Mohiedin Ma’apouf vi-
sited Mogadishu last menth and

spent a three-day official visit to
the Semali Dimocratic Republic,
Breifing newsmen upon the air-
port, comrade Ma'arouf said his
visit to Somalia concerns  the
further strengthening of coopera-
tion between the two sister coun-
trices. On the repressive pelicies
of the present regime in Addis-A-
beba, he declared that the go-
vernment of Irag fully supports
the liberation moviments in E-
thigpia fighting for  self-de-
termination,  Asked about
Irag goyernments stand
towads  the independencs
of Jibuti, comrade Ma’arouf
said that the Republic of
will extend unconditional econo-
mic assistance to Jibuti when
the territory achieves indepen-
dence.

Irag

The Irag delegation ine-
luded the Minister of Forcign
Affairs, comrade Sa’adoun Ha-
madi, Deputy Foreign Minister
for Arab Affairs comrade Abdul
Husszin Mahdi, Under Secretary
of the Ministry of  Education
comrade Ahdulgadir Assudin.

In the course of thier stay

in Somalia the Iragqi delegation
held talks on various topies with
their counterparts and were re-
cejived at Villa Somalia by the
Secretary General of the SRSP
and president of Somalia, Jaalle
Mohamed Siad Barre soon after
arrival.

In an interview with repor-
ters  before leaving,
da  Ma’arouf
gratitude to the government and

comra-

expressed hiz

people of Somalia for their kind
hospitality and warm welecome
during his stay, adding that his
visit will further consolidate the
existing fraternal relations bet-

ween Semalia an lraq. He dis-
closed that he
sage from president Ahmed Has-

delivered a mes-

san Al Bakar to president Mo-
hamed Siad Barre, and that his
visit has given him an opportu-
nity to convey greetings from the
government and people of [rag
«We

which

1o the people of Somalia,
aleo had fruitful talks
centerzd en cocperation betwzen

our two countries as well as the

Palestinian causs which is the
foundation of Arab Unijty», com-
rade MaParouf declared, He also
stated that his talks with Soma-
i government officials also in-
cluded Western Somalia territo-
ry stil] under colenial rule and
Eritrea. He added that Somalia
and Trao agreed to establish a
commithee to review joint projec-
ts and other matters relating
to economic cooperation between
the twe countries and to increass
axchange of visits between lea--
ders of the two countries. [
was very much impressed by the

tangible progress made by revol-

utionary Semalia» he eoncluded.

M

B ——

SOWETO ANNIVERSARY

A tense situation persisted in
Soweto, Johanesburg’s giant Af-
rican ghetto, while a mass rally
of about a peo-
mark

million
ple prepared  to

the  first anniversary  of
the Police’s hloody repraisal
against the participants in anti-
racist demonstrations in many
towns and suburbs of South Af.

rica,

Sowete made headlines last
year when the trigger-happy ra-
cist authorities opened fire at 2
reaceful student demonstration.
More than 600 innoeent demons.
trators became victims of brutal
killings a year ago in the hands
of racist regime’s police.  Thie
incident triggered off a chain of
demonstrations, strikes, and out-

bursts in  the citadel of racism

|
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and apartheid, Soweto has be-
come g symbol of the unyielding
will of the Africans in  South
Africa of their desire to exter.
minate raeism.

New reinforecements of grmed
police were moved to Soweto,
which turned into a kind of 3
centre of anti-racist actions of
South African working peopl:
i and students. The Police staged
| round.up in a bid to intimidate
I‘ the residents and prevent possi-

ble disturbances among the po.
pulation,

20 young African mi-
litants of the Soweto Represen-

tative Counecil of Students were
arrested, Customarily, when the
the anniversary of June 16th
events approached, the racist
goverument banned mourning
meetings and demonstrations in
memory of those who fell vietim
to police brutality a year ago.
However, this year again_ though
the racists could not stake to re-
peat last years suppression and
brutality by mass firing, the an.
niversary could not pass by with-
out g similar outcome, Six Af.
ricans were shot and 278 others

were pul behind bars as unrest

|
|
I
|
|
|

continued throughout South Af-
rica. The student uprising was
set in motion by the apartheid
regime’s arrogant introduction of
the  Afrikaans language as
the counfry’s medium of
education. The black re-
sistance  stemed out of
several other issues including
the question of wages and labour
conditions, that involve basic hu.
man rights and fundamental
freedom. The momentum of
militan{ resistance engulled the
whole country again this year.

Cont’d to page 51

Jaalle Ismail

A Government delegation of
Somalia led by Assistant Secre-
tary General of SRSP and Viee
President of the SDR Jaalle
Ismail Ali A bokor
arrived in peking o1 the
20th of June, to a warm and
friendly welcome. The Somali
delegation left for China on 2
friendly visit at the invitation of
the Chinese Government.

A grand welcome ceremony
waa held at the airport. In the
company of Vice premier Li
Hsien-Nien, vice-president Jaalle
Ismail Ali Abokor reviewed a
guard of honour composed of
men of the P.L.A, ground, and
naval forces. As the distingui-
shed gucsts walked round to
meet wellwishers, younstgers
danced while others waved ho
uquets  and shouted slogans:
«Longlive the friendship bet-
ween the people of China and
Somalia» Vice-president Jaalle
Ismail Al Abokor waved back
to the crowd happly in acknow-
fedgement.

The distinguished Somali gu-

Leaves for China and Korea

ests drove to the guest house
through main boulevards in the
nity festively decorated for the
Colourful and hugs

streamers bearing sjogans of wal.

cccassion.

come trailed down from tail bu-
ildings. A warm atmosphere of
friendship between the people of
China and Somalia prevailed.
Li Hsien Nien gave a grand ba-
nquet in the Great Hall of the
people in Peking in  honour of
the fomali delegatiom led by

el e

Jaalle Ismail Ali Abokor. Viece
president
Tsmai] made speeches which
were followed by playing of the
national anthems of Somalia and

Premicr § i and Viee

Comrade
Somali

Chira respectively,

Li spoke highly of the
poeopele, who, uncer the leader-
chip of Jazlle Mohamed Siad
Barre have achieved gratifying
suceess in safeguarding national
independence and state soverei-
gnity and developing the natio-
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nal economy & culture. He
praised the Somali Government
for its positive contribution to
the third world cause of unity
against imperialism and colo-
nialism.

«Since the establishment of
diplomatic relations, and parti-
cularly sinee the laie premijer
Chouen Lai’s visit to Somalia
and Mohamed Siad Barre’s visit
to China. the friendly relations
and cooperation betwzen our
two countries have made gocd
progress. Led by their wise lea-
der Chairmar Hua Kuo Feng,
the Chinese people will, as be-
fore, firmly implement the line
and policies in forcign affairs
laid down by the great tsachey
Chairman Mao and further con-
solidate and develop the frizndly
relations and —cooperation -bet-
ween Ching and Semalias  Vie:
Premier Li Hsien-Nien. said.

Addressing the banquet, Vice-
president Tsmail Ali Abokor pa-
id high tribute to the Chincse
people for the success they have
achieved in their revolution and
construction. « We are  glad (o
note that the new leadership in
China is following the road set
by Chairman Mao Tsetung, the
great leader and revolutionary
of all times», he said, « We feel
confident also that under the wi-
s¢ leadership of Chairman Hua
Kuo-Feng, your great and beau-
tiful country will continue to
move forward rapidly. The
visit of the Somali Head of Sta-
te, Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre
in May 1972,» the Vice presi-
dent said,» made important con-
tributions to the enhancement of
friendship between the Chinese
people and the Somali people
and the strengthening of coope-

ration between the two coun-
tries, The Chinese and Somali
people share common historical
experience, and now gur com-
mon struggle against imperiali-
sm, colenialism and Neo-colo-
malism  has bound us closely
together».

Speaking about the situation
in Ethiopia Jaalle Ismal said,
athe peoples subjected to Lithio-
pian colonization must be allo-
wsd the Lasic human rights and
the right to decide for them-
sulves their pofitical future aund
their own fate». «However» Ja-
alle Ismail stressed «the territo-

doubt contribute to the streng-
thening of Afro-Arab solidarity.
cooperation and for the causo of
liberation of Palestine and South
Africa».

«Somalia cannot afford tc
overlook the part which China
has been playing and continues
to play in support of the strug-
gle for the liberation of Africa»
he said, «The numerous and
briliant victories which the

Poeples Republic of China has
kept inscribing in the pages of
World history arc highly regar-
ded as victories of the third
World countries. The Visit [

rial questions affectng Somalia
and Ethiopia should be settled
peacefully through mediation
and recorciliation», He expres-
sed firm support for the armed
struggle waged by the people in
Southern Africa, the Liberation
struggle in Zimbabwe, South
West Africa and South  Africa
and pointec out that these will
in the lorg run triumph over

the white minority governments.

He stated; « We support the cau-
s¢ of the Palestinian Liberation
Organization. The Afro-Arab
summit confernce in Cairo was
complete  success and will no

sy A s

am making to the People’s Re-
public of China is an undeniab-
iz proof of our desire to maintain
and furtker strengthen the rela-
tions which exist between our
two countries», he dJeclared. On
the development of the national
coconomy of Somalia, Comrade
jsmail emphasised that econo-
mic plan should give first prio-
rity to  economic production,
and above all the expansion of
agricultural production and lig-
ht and mediam sized industria-
lization process in order to re-
ach self-sufficiency in food pro-
duction by 1980. «However.
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our common efforts will still be
in vain if we do not become
conscious of the duty of relying
first of all on ourselves, our
own strength and our own reso-
urces» he concluded.

‘Hua Kuo- Fergo, Chairman of
the Central Committee of the Co-
mmunist Party of China met on
the 22nd of June with Jaalle Is-
mail Ali Abokor, Vice-President
of the Somali Democratic Repub-
lic, and the Somali delegation
hz was leading. Jaalle Ismail con-
veyed president Mohamed Siad
Barre,s regard to Chairman Hua
and the Chinese people and Go-
verment. Chairman Hua expre-
ssed thanks and requested Viee-
presidnt Jaealle Ismail te convey
the regards of the Chinese Go-
verment and people and his own

rgards to President Siad and So-
mali Goverment and people.

Before wounding up his stay
in the People,s Republic of Chi-
na, Vice- president Ismail Ali
Abokor visited among other pla-
ces a people’s commune on the
outskirgs of Shanghai. The Tan-
gwan peoples commune has a
large
ly small arca. The natural condi-
tions are poor. Inspired by Chai-
rman Maos calle in agriculture,

population on a relative-

learn from Tachai», the commu-
ne mmbers have demeonstrated
hard work and self-reliance ef-
forts, which restlted a steady in-
crease in grain production. The
distinguished guests were shown
round the paddy rice and cotton
fields with a full stand of stur-
dy and iuxuriant corps.

Later The Somali ' delegation
Jed by Jaalle Iemail left for Pyo-
ngyang on a four days visit to
the Demoeratic People,s Repub-
lic of Korca.

Speaxking at a banquet given
in his honour by the Korean Vi-
e-President Comrade Kim Dong
Dyu, Jaalle Ismail spoke about
the friendly relations existing
between the two countries, their
struggle for rapid develoment
and their opposition to colonial-
sm, neo-colpnialism and imperia
lism. «though our two countries
are geographically far apart, we
arg bound by strong ties of frie-
ndship and ecooperation which

has been cnhanced by the SR
president,s 1972 visit to Korea»,

declared the Viee- president.

4 0.A.U

The heads of state and govern-
ments from 48 African countries,
wound up recently 14th summig
meeting of the QAU and
passed a number of resolutions.
The summit conferznee held in
Libreville, Gakon from and 2nd
to 5th July went on as antieipa-
ted by its participants. Major
items on the agenda included
the liberation of southern africa
and the interference of Africa’s

domestic affairs by foreign po-
WETS.
Among  the  Organisation

members this year was the new-
ly  born republic of Jibuti.
which before the 27th of June
was under French colonialism
and which today exists as the
49th independent and sovereign
state of Africa in theO.AU. list

SUMMIT CONFERENCE

of indopendent countries. In
this jubilant and happy occa-
sion of welcoming Jibuti
to the O.AU. the Organization
has every right and previllege
to boast in freeing another
brother country from coloniali-
sm in the name of freedom and
self-determination.

The resolutions passed in the
Libreville QAU summit meeting
included one providing for the
recognition and prometion of
the Rhodesian «patriotic front»
as the sole liberation move:
ment in  zimbabwe, Three ad
hoc committees have been for-
med to settle the conflicts bet-
wzen Chad and Libya, between
Sudan and Fthiopia and bet
ween Somalia and Ethiopia. As
far as sanctions against Sout

) B

Africa and Rhodesia are concer-
ned, the delegates decided te
send a six nation mission to all
oil producing countries with
the view to persuade them to
halt oil shipments destined for
the white minority regimes. A
Nigerian. proposition of set-
ting up a committee of
seven nations to examine con-
flicts in the continent as they
arise was adopted. The body
which is to replace the ineffec-
tive O.A.U. Arbitrary commit-
tee will egnsist of Gabon, Tuni-
sia, Zaire, Nigeria, Zambia, To-
go and Malagasy.

However, the O.A.U., which
was founded and put into ac-
tion by free Africa for the wel-
fare and harmony of the conti-
nent is still faced with the no-
ble duty of clearing the last and
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colo-
nialism and oppression in the
southern part of the continent,
but Africa can only nominally
support the struggles of its co-
lonised people but can not gua-
rantee freedom for them.

decisive strong-holds cof

It is worth noting with regret
that most of free African coun-
tries are not practically cnjoy-
ing the essential meanings of
freedom both economically and
politically,  Africa’s economic
independence has Leen under-
mined and cunningly brought
to its knees by the meo-colonial
policy of imprialism. As a ho-
me of the under developed
countries Africa is sharply lag-

in industrial ad-
vancement. But still, despite
age-long and unfair neo<colo-
nial exploitation, Africa can
stand on its feet due to its af-
fluent natural reseurces and vir-
gin soil ‘which only nzed tc be
put to meticulous property if
utilized so as to meet develop-
ment  requirements. Another
factor which until now situates
Africa in particular and Asia
and Latin America in general
in a state of underdevelopment
is the out-of date imperialist
economic order which siphons

ging behind

away the wealth of the resour-
ces of the world inte Europe

and America through sinister

transactions and  bussiness {or
malities.

The Organization of Africa
unity which represents and

speaks for Africa is entitled,
therfore, to strengthen first

and foremost the economical

and political unity of Africa and )

upon achieving this cultivate

appropriate mvasures to over-
come the imperialists economi-

cal blunder to the third world.

The 0.AU. 15th

next year will be held in

summit

khartum next year.

Cont’d from page 48

The anniversary dzmonstrations
have been underway for some-
time. Youths hurled stones and
damaged cars, lorries and buses
in Soweto town, The racist au-
thority counted 10 violent inci-
dents as the township of Sowelo
prepared to mark the anniversary
ry. More than 3 000 students
from  Orlando and  other
schocls boycotted classes in pro-
test against the arrest of the 20
militan{ student leaders. Police
reinforcements were also despa-
teched to Pretoria, black township
blacks stoned
buses and cars belonging to civil
servants employed by the Bantu
administration board. The sor.
rowful students in the ensuing
demonstration and workers in

Mamelodi where

the factorics and other major
economic enterprises abandoned
their work to join the mammoth
demonstration that shook the ra-
cist regime,

The memeory of Soweto will al.
the minds of all
those who refuse to be reconci-
liated Jed with the abgmination
of recism and apartheid.

ways live in

The once oppressed peoples of
Vietnam, Cambodia, Laos, Moz-
ambique. Guinea-bissau, Angola
and many others kave managed
to the deteriment of colonialism
and oppressien to blow up the
lid and emerge as free people;
why not the indigenous African

e G e

majority in South Africa?

With the progressive forces of
the world on their side coupled
with their genuine and just de-
termination = for self-government
and self-emancipation the mino-
rity regime in south Africa has
its days numbered.

- The Somali Democratic Re- .

public together with all progres.
sive states will spare no effort
in assisting the African people
and liberation movements in rea-
lizing their aspirations of trus
liberty, equality and pzace, It
is oyond doubt that, no matter
how long it takes, the oppressed
African majority in that coun.
try will eventually emerge vic-
torious.
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The history of the international
revolutionary movement and the
concrete experience of the socialist
countries prove that victory depen-
ds, a great deal, on the leadership
and the level of their political con-
sciousness. The same conditions
prevailing, it happens that the resul
ts become different or even contra-
dictory in two similay cases which
is a manifestation of the varied
capabilities of those nesponsible for
it and instruments and method
used,

On taking the power, every
class singles out from its ranks the-
ir ablest and most experienced me-
mbers on the phenomenon of life,
in order to lead this class and what
it stands for, to succes and prospe-
rity. Political leaders, lo  realise
the desired development for the
people should have a good knowle-
dge of the laws of sceial develop-
ment, without which victory isim-
possible.  Or. the other hand,
the political leadership fails, when
it neglects the mterests of the work-
ing masses, following its own
perscmal  and  private  ends.
It is at the time of the strugele
for the socialist revolution that re-
volutionaries prove their political
capability and experience in reali-
sing the expectations of the work-
rs. In addition this difficult and
protracted struggle raises their con-
sciousness and political maturity.

THEORETICAL ISSUES

JCLY, 1977

Selection, Preparation

The petty bourgeois parties have
the wrong conviction and believe
that a socialist revolution can take
place only when the following is ac-
camplished.

A) Workers inerease in number
tremendously,

B) High level of educaticnn of
the workers reached, hence, acqui-
ring highly educated individuals
who can lead the people.

No doubt the workers don’t ha-
ve, and sure they can’t have, trained
personnel which could undertake
the leadership, organjzation & eco-
nomic administration, beforz they
take power. This is an objective
result from deliberate and caleula-
ted intention of capitalism, {fzu-
dalism and colonialism to  keep
the workers uneducated, hungry
and sick.

Nevertheles, all that men-
tioned above cannot stop the so-
cialist revolution from taking place
as the petty-bourgeoisic claims, but
on the contrary, it is the revolution
that prepares cadres from the wor-
king class. As is gathered from the
experience of the socialist states,
the socialist revolution gives [irst
priority, to the creation and train-
ing of national functionaries and
the defense of the country In the

— 32 ==

and Distribution of cadres

By Yusul Suleman

meantine Since, there is not eno
ugh cadres to satisfy the needs of
the country, the capitalist oriented
experts and professionals are relied
on with the inspection of the Par-
ty, sccial organisations and the pu-
blic, while at the same time the tra-
ining and raising of the educational
standard, of the cadres is going on
through schocls of various levels,
In this objective as  well,
debates and symposiums should be
itated inorder to bring about the cul
initiated, inorder to bring about the
cultural transformation needed.

The following are the general
laws which serve as the basis of

choosirg cadres:-

1) Leaders and functionaries of
the Party should be equipped with
high political consciousness.

2) The standard of their know-
ledge on scientific socialism should

be consigered.

3) Their peadiness to observe
the interests of the workers,

4) Their level of education,

5) Their relationship with the

masses.

6) Their participation in works
beneficial for the society.
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7) Their patriotic and interna-
tionalist sentiment.

In addition to thesz, the moral
of the persons chosen as a party
or government fuctionary should
be considered. A person entrusted
with the responsibility of the peo-
ple, its property and future, should
be a reliable and hcnest person
who is liberated from corruption,
repotism and  tribalism.  Political
consciousness and socialist moerals
are incompatible with hypocracy,
lack of commitment,lust for power
and capitalist tendencies.  And
only after the cadres emancipate
themselves from the above evils,
can the ills enherited from the ex-
ploitative systems be eradicated.

Any party functionary whe us-
es his membership as an instrum-
ent of bullying the peopls, therehy
damaging the partie’s stand among
the masses, should be dealt with ac-
cordingly, even to the extent of ex-
pulsion. The revolution won't hesi-
tate to punish those who stand in
the way and try to obstruct
the development of the country
even if they are of high capability
and specialisation.

It is not only the socialist sta-
tes that follow the norms of szlec-
tion for the functionaries, but al-
so the  progressive  developing
countries who opted for the scie-
ntific socialist path. In the course
of selection, the person’s political
consciousness, morals and his
academic specialty should be  stri-
ctly observed.

As written by V.I. Lenin
«In  order to realisz victo-
ries the lecader should  be
equipped with a good knowledge
on the organigation of production,

instruments of production and
should at the same time possess
a satisfactory academic kncwle-
dge».

Party and national functionarics
should possess the following cha-
racteristics:-

A) Ability to organize.

B) Akility to follow the desired
directives and goals.

C) Sense of work improvement.

D) Sense of inuovation, comple-
tion of started tasks and execution
of dutiss.

F) To extend to themselves, the
norms they expect from other wor-
kmates. Without the fulfillment of
the above characteristics, success is
remote.

The leadership should not limit
itself to tha administrative acti-
vities only, but should envolve its-
self to the bringing up of the right
people and into work executions
which in turn will pasult in the
inerease of production & maturing
on the part of the people. There-
fore the most effective way of pro-
ducing the desired cadres is organi-
sation and working together of the
old administrators and the new on-
es in order to fit together the experi-
ences of the old and the activeness
and revolutionary spirit of the yo-
ung cadres.

Vanguard organs of the Party
of the New Type are required to
possess striet norms. They should
be characterised with principle and
strict discipline and should have
wide knowledge on scientific soci-

alism, tkeir job and the organisa-
tion of the public affairs.

There is no doubt about the wi-
de experience & strong capability of
the cadres who were in the strug-
gle for long. Hence if these cad-
res reach the age of retirement,
while they still want to continue
there is no need to change them.
Such old cadres should be replaced
gradually with new ones. These
new cadres, though not possessing
the above characteristics, yst have
there own constructive traits as: a
strong belleve that the future
is theirs, lust and spirit for new
innovations, constant development
of their knowledge and the rapid
maturation of their experiences. for
that reason, the Party won’t hestiate
to appoint young administrators in
order to combine together the dy-
namism of youth and the rich 2x-
perience of the old cadres.

In order to name a new admi-
nistrator the following points sho-
uld be observed:-

A) His experience on the work.

B} His political orientation and
consciousness.

C) His knowledge on the inst-
ruments of prodution, particularly
fhe kind of work he is to be assig-
nec to.

D) Is he of a strong principle?

As  was repeatedly emphasised
by Karl Marx and Engels, if in the
revolutionary struggle of the work-
ing class, people of other classes
take part, they should first and fo-
remost of all learr, understand and
believe unconditionally in the prole-
tarian cause, so as to avoid to re-
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peat what was inherited from the
capitalists and the petty-bourgeoise.
If this is oyerlooked, the revolutic-
nary movements and their new par-
ties will suffer serious sethacks
which wyill damage their struggle
and objectives,

When the revolutionary strug-
gle accomplishes concrete achieve
ments and becomes an undeniable
reality, there appear many people
who don’t bel@ve in secientific so-
cialism and lack the necessary ex-
perience of class struggle, but who
by the virtue of their academic
knowledge, ursurp posts of leader-
ship both in the party and the revo-
lutionary government.

Every organ, considering the
concrete and objective conditions
prevailing, should lay the grea-
ter emphasis on the places  wyhich
can produce both qualitative and
quantitative development of the
country and should like wise stren-
gthen the concerned cadres. He-
nce, special care should be giviih
on the selection and distribution of
the cadres in order to achieve suc-
cess,

Parties of the new type value
much on appointing women on hi-
gher posts so long equality of men
and women is an important princi-
ple in socialism, which Jays basis
for the availibility of equal chances
for both sexes in order to utilise
their abilities in all fields, In addi-
tion, equal importance is given
on appointing for the higher posts
the most dynamie and capa-
ble members of the working class.
It was comrade V.I. Lenin himself
who emphasised that strong ability
to organize and collective. work-
manship could be found
among the working <lass as condi-
tioned to them by their disciplined
work routine.

The leading role of functiona-
ries from the working masses and
peasants is ome without which mo
sucess is  conceiveable, It s
only the Party organizations and
its leading bodies that can un-
dertake the election, nomunatior
and expulsion of a Party function-
aries, However, in the nomination,
election and expulsion of the lea-
dership of the Government and Sc-
cial Organizations, the Party has
only an indirect influence through
advice, and  employing  its
instrument of persuation. |f at all
the party deems necessary the chan-
ge of any of the leaders of the go-
yernment it doesn’t do so in direct
orders, but prsents reports and ad-
vice whose main chjecive is to ef-
fect the need to change such con-
cerned  personalities and replace
them with more reliable persons.

It is natural that people in
the secialist countries entrust
most crucial posts to the best and
most dynamic members of the Par-
ty. Party members are p@ople
who.-

A) Sacrificed themselves for the
building of socialism.

B) All their efforts and abilities
combined wyith faith and honesty
are to the well being and anything
of interest {or the workers.

Contrary to the baseless propa-
ganda of the capitalists that the
Party functionaries enjoy special
privilages, the Party members arc
burcened with special responsibili-
ties on everything and the readiness
for every difficult task at a]l times.
By that, they earn gocd reputation
and a respectable position among
the public. '

Some of the methods of study-

— 54 e

ing tlic cadres:-
) To study with special care
the documents coneerning the cad-

g,

B) Have regular meetings with
the cadre,

) Look seriously into the re-
ports written from him by those
who know him through work.

Other methods of studying the ca-
dres include appoiting a commitee
to look into their polit.cal consciou-
spess, their moral and their work
capabilities, which consequently re-
sults in the proper and right assig-
nment of evervbody on the appro-
priate Post.

This constant studying of the
caders help in creating reszrve
Party functionaries respected on
the quality of the work and
ploitical actiyity they have aceomp-
lished and meant to fill in positions
of leadership. 'They are mostly pe-
ople in the second posts of leader-
ship, the mest dynamic cadre of
the social organizations and the he-
roes of production.

In order to avoid subjective de-
cision parties of the New Type have
their own methods of nomination
and expulsion in the Party organs.

The  distribution and work
assignment of the nominated
is undertaken by the concerned co-
mmitee, which usually consists of
the heads of the Party Government
and institutions of economy, scie-
nce and education. Likewise, the
government and worker’s organiza-
tions follow the same poliy of
romination.

Cells, being the base of the Par-
ty; must be the source of nominati-
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on and change. It is the duty of the
cells to contact any head figure
whom, they feel is not following
the party line,expcsing his mista-
kes and as well directing him.

Sccialist  planning should not
be limited only to the solution of
the' present and day-to-day prcble-
ms, but should be extended to the
prediction with precision of what
is to happen in the {uture. Conse-
quenily the preparation and matu-
reing of the cadre should be well
thought of a long time planned
programme.

What parts and points should te
included in this programme?

i) - Analysis on the situation of
the cadre preparation and their di-
stripution to the most crucial posts.

ii) - Setting their curiculum
for both technical and political as-
pects, and to take special steps on:
their sound preparation, in raising
their knowledge, ensuring the poli-
tical orientation and work ebility.

jii) To decide on what is
required of a cadre with a univer-
sitﬁr'level of knowledge or a high
technician, B),

iv)- To send cadres to the uni-
yersities and high technical insti-
tutes and divide them on the basis

of the existing need.

v)- Steps snould be taken towar-
ds raising the accademic level of
the funetionaries who have already
acquired university or high institute
Ievel of education.

vi) Measures should be taken on
creating cadres from the women.

vil) To decide on the approxi-
mate number of cadres nseded in
the near future.

Suck a programme could orly
he beneficial if it is constantly fol-
lowed during the work executions
in accordance with the Party norms
on politics, cconomy and culture.
For that reason eadre preparation
should confom to these norms.

In the developing countries this
task of cadre preparation is not an
easy job. Consequently it was a
constant duty of the revolution led
by Jaalle Mohamed Siad Barre to
create a naljonal cadre. To ensure
the success of this cadre creating
campaigns, jpolitical seminars, de-
bates, and ideclogical lessons were
undertaken in all over the country.

In addition,  historica] . ex-
perience of the socialist countries
were repeated by propaganda on the
mass media, Moreover, it is compul-
sory to organize seminars through
whiel: all government werkers sho-
uld pass,  In these seminars mat-
ters concerning production were dis-
cussad,

It is the belief of the Party
that intellectuals can do a lot
on the soeial and econoemie trans-
formation of the country towards
development and in raising the poli-
tical cnoscicusness of the working
class. This was wel]l demonstrated
an 16th of Dec. 1976, when the Sec-
vetary General of Somali Revolutio-
nary Party opened a general mme-
ting for the intelletctuals at the Peo-
ple’s House. These Somali intellec-
tual who included economists, en-
gingers, doctors ete, issued sugges-
tions and advice on the best way
of implementing the resolution of
the first Congress of 4th November
to 5th December 1975,

Lenin’s laws of cadre prepara-
tion are fulfilled only by those sta-
tes who epted for the scieatific so-
cialist path of development,

A) Preparing cadres who are po-
litically‘matured. and possessin the
rigt principle for building = socia-
lism.

B) Evaluation of administrators
giving them favourable conditions
for the implimentation of their ta-
sks, and strengthenig their discip-
line.

C) To nominate for the higher
posts those who show political ma-
turity, signs of leadership and abi-
lity to absord the existing scientific
and historcal experience, -
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Art and Culture

This is an attempt to make a
critical reflection of the sound cri-
ticism of the play «Movement» by
Comrade Afrah which appearec
in the June issue of Halgan. 1
believe it is necessary to form this
habit of criticism in order to ha-
ve variaties of approach and ac-
quire a wider undestanding of
theatrical works.

The limitation of plays like
«Movement» to the Revolutionary
era and their appearance during
festivals made  Afrah invent
«Orientative theatre» instead of
Political theatre, in this conext the
play «Movement».” | am convin-
ced that Political Theatre was in
existence long before the Revolu-
tion. Moreover, among the two
types of theatre we have in our
country — Banadirt and Hereri-
the latter sprouted from politics.

It was a conscious group of
teachers who formed the basis of
theatre in Hargeisa (North West
Region) during its emergence.
Through the Arabic language they
explained to the people the adyan-
tages of education. Among them
is the later Yusul Ismail Sa_m_a_té_r
(Gandhi) and Yusuf Haji Adan
who 1s still alive.

A general discription of thea-
tre during those days (1945) calls
our attention to eite am example.

«Al-Abbul-Jaahil» or the «Illiterate
Father» is a goed example among
the early variaties of plays staged.
This play was about two elders
who had different outlook. QOne
of them took his child to school
while the other didrn’t. The oae
who went to school and then went
abroad for further education,
employed the other one as a house-
boy after graduation.  «The Illi-
terate Father» was composed by
Yusuf Haji Adan and it was sta-
ged in Arabic.

It is surprising if we contrast
how 32 years back theatre was uti-
Itzed and its stage of development
teday. I assume progress, hoyy-
ever limited it is in content has be-
en made in theatre, yet aspects on
discussion about Theatre today
are futile. Political plays are of-
ten apprcached, hence vulgarized
by generalizing history as was
already mentioned by Afrah. This
has been made possible by the ab-
sence of genumne documerts of past
events accordingly for our compo-
sers to make the right works. On-
top of that the unavailability of a
written Somali script did contribu-
te a lot to this problem and many
others. ' v

Anocther standing problem, whi-
ch has always affected our plays,
particularly the political ones is
the very limited knowledge of the
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THE POLITICAL THEATRE

By BOBE

art of theatre. As already mention-
ed by Ceomrade Afrah dis-organisa-
tion is one of the moest serious short-
comings in cur drama. One is fore-
ed to be a poet in order to become
a play writer. Rhetoric has no pla-
ce in plays.

Another problem I have observed
is the lack of professionalism in
our theatre. In our plays, especial-
ly the political ones the form, cor-
tent, style and insight became
cheap as soon as material in-
terest became the motive behind
everything. Among the various
branches of our theatre, cheap ro-
manticism has keen given empha-
sis. Consequently cur society 1s
ready to watch romantic plays
however hollow and cheap they
may be. It is only when agencies or
organisations give expenses that
political plays are staged and only
to invited guests since the majority
of the masses are dis-inter-
ested. There are many cam-
paigns carried out since the
Revolution and amorg them how
many have been composed iuto
plays. Never will I forget «the
light of knowledge» staged to de-
pict the Rural Development Cam-
paign which was written by Said
Salah and «Sheikh Bashir», Ahmed
Seliman Bide’s play in which the

«ONKOD» group staged in «BAN-
FAS 76» play eompetition.
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Sayid Mahamed Abdulla Hassan.



